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September 5, 1948 


’WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, also known as 
Jay David. Whittaker Chambers, 

Vivian Chambers, John Kellyj 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C _ 

fflAMRTCRSt ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING AIDER HISS 

Ihen Whittaker Chambers was interviewed by Bureau Agents on May 13, 
1942, he described a Communist underground movement in Washington, D. C., of 
which he had been a member for approximately four years, ending in the Spring of 
1937. Chambers declared that this group was headed by Harold V» : are and that a 
number of its members were Government employees . He said that one of the mem¬ 
bers of this group, which was a part of the underground organization of the Com¬ 
munist Party, was Alger Hiss. t 

In the copy of the notes obtained from Adolf A. Berle, Jr., then 
Assistant Secretary of State, in June, 1943, and which had been set down by 
Mr. Berle during an interview in 1939 with Chambers concerning this same Com¬ 
munist underground Government group, Alger Hiss was described as follows.: 

“ Alger Hiss 

Ass’t. to Sayre - CP - 1937 

Members of the underground Comm. - Active 
Baltimore boys - 

Wife - Priscilla Hiss - Socialist - 
Early days of the New Deal" 

When Chambers was again interviewed by Bureau Agents in May, 1945, 
he again stated that Hiss was a member of a Communist underground group headed 
by Harold Ware. He specifically stated that Hiss, while he was in the Agricul¬ 
tural Adjustment Administration, had met on several occasions with Harold Ware's 
group and that he had usually been in attendance when meetings of this group were 
held at Henry Collins’ home. He said that when Hiss went with the Senate (Nye) 
Committee investigating the munitions industry, he was segregated from the group 
and had no more official contacts with them but would meet socially with a 
number of them and was particularly close to Marian Bachrack, the sister oi 
John J. Abt who, according to Chambers, was also a member of the same Communist 
group and was elected its leader upon the death of Harold Ware. 


t; 
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Asked whether or not he believed Hiss might have broken with the 
Communist Party, Chambers stated that he had no reason to believe that he had 
•'dropped out." As a reason for this belief, Chambers explained that after he. 
Chambers, had broken away from the Communist Party, he had made a special trip 
to Hiss' home in the Georgetown section of Washington for the purpose of talking 
Hiss into breaking away from the Party also. Chambers said that when he arrived 
there. Hiss' wife, Priscilla, was the only one presetttand that while Chambers 
momentarily excused himself to go to the bathroom, he observed Mrs, Hiss 
immediately go to the telephone, obviously to get in touch with Party members. 
Chambers said he immediately returned to the room and awaited the arrival of 
Alger Hiss. When Hiss came, they had dinner together at Hiss' home. Chambers 
said that he then talked with Hiss all night in an effort to persuade him to 
leave the Party. He said that Hiss with tears streaming down his face had 
refused to break with the Communists and that he had given as his reason for 
not breaking away his loyalty to his friends and principles. , 

Chambers further declared that he had endeavored to persuade Hi3s 
to leave the Communist Party because he personally had great regard for Hiss 
and considered him an intelligent and decent young man whose better judgment 
should have led him to break with the Communist Party. Chambers pointed out 
that in has opinion one of the strongest reasons for Hiss' maintaining contact 
with the Communist Party was the fanatic loyalty to the Party on the part of 
his wife. 

(100-25824-22, 27, 36) 

Chambers was again interviewed specifically concerning Hiss on March 
28, 1946, at which time he declared that he was unable to elaborate on the 
information concerning Hiss' connection with the Communist Party which he had 
furnished in 1942 and 1945. He stated that he had absolutely no information 
that would conclusively prove that Hiss held a membership card in the Communist 
Party or that he was an actual dues paying member of bhe Communist Party even - 
while he was active prior to 1937. He volunteered that he knew that in 1937 
Hiss was favorably impressed with t he Communist movement and was of the present 
opinion that Hiss still had the same beliefs. 

(100-25824-38) 

AIGER HISS INTERVIEWED IN SILVERMASTER CASE 
ON JUNE 2. 1947 _ 

In November, 1945, Elizabeth Terrill Bentley indicated that Alger 
Hiss had been connected with a Soviet espionage group in Yfashington. As a 
result. Hiss was interviewed by Bureau agents on June 2, 1947. On that 
occasion, he denied having any conns ction with the Communist Party or that 
he had engaged in any kind of espionage activity. He further stated that he 
was not acquainted with an individual by the name of Whittaker Chambers. 
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He added that at least he could recall no one by that name as being one of his 
acquaintances. He further stated that as far as he could recall no individual 
by that name had ever visited his home on any occasion# He did acknowledge 
in a signed statement that, among others, he knew Charles Kramer, Leon Pressman, 
Henry Collins, John J. Abt since the early 1930’s, mentioning that he could not 
recall Perlo too well. It is rioted that all of these individuals were stated 
by Chambers to have been members of the Communist underground government group 
in Washington of which Hiss was alleged by Chambers to have been a member* 

(65-56402-118j 100-25824-36) 

NO INDICATION FOUND IN BUREAU FILES 
THAT HISS KNEW CHAMBERS __ 

A search of the Bureau files has disclosed no indication that Alger 
Hiss knew J. D. Whittaker Chambers at any time prior to his admission to the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities on August 25, 1948, upon being 
confronted with Chambers that he had known Chambers but only as George Crosley, 
a free lance writer, whom he had known in 1935 in Washington. 
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QTW.SS TOO YM HE ABLE TO STATE THAT HISS KNEW CHAMBERS IN COLSiPNIST 
nwnB5G!TPND GOVERNMENT GROUP AT WASHINGTON IN 1930»3 

When J. D. Whittaker Chambers was interviewed by Bureau Agents on 
May 10, 1945, Chambers explained that after he was assigned to work with 
Harold Ware, who was the head of a Communist underground government group, 
he came to learn the identities of its members inasmuch as he met them on 
numerous occasions* Among those he could readily recall as having attended 
group meetings were: John J» Abt, Leon Pressman, Henry H. Collins Jr., Victor 
Perlo (Chambers first referred to him as Nathan Perlow but subsequently 

identified him as Victor Perlo), Nathan Witt,_Post (Chambers described 

him as editor in 1939 of the State Department’s Foreign Service Journal* 
Consequently this is believed to be Bichard Howell Post who is known to have 
served in that capacity)., Charles Kramer, Donald Hiss, Alger Hiss. 

Chambers said he recalled that Alger Hiss while employed by the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration had, on several occasions, met with 
Harold Ware’s group and that he had usually attended the group meetings when 
they were held at Heniy Collins’ house. 

Chambers furthermentioned that the members of the group would also 
meet, although not as a group, at the violin studio in Washington belonging 
to Helen Ware, which was generally regarded by them to be the headquarters 
of the group leader Harold Ware. 

Chambers also said that Peter (subsequently identified as Alexander 
Stevens) frequently came to Washington to attend meetings of the underground 
group whenever he felt the group needed a pep talk or required special 
instructions. 

Consequently, it would appear from the above information that Abt, 
Pressman, Collins, Perlo, Kramer, Post, Witt, Donald Hiss and possibly Helen 
Ware may be able to state from personal knowledge that Alger Hiss knew Whittaker 
Chambers as a member of the Communist underground group at sometime during the 
period from 1933 to 1937 when Chambers has admitted he had worked for the 
Communist Party in Washington. (100-25624-36) 


nffAMBRfift EMPLOYED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN 1937-36 

Chambers was interviewed in 1942 and again in 1945 concerning the 
operations of a Communist underground organization in Washington among government 
employees, 'f he re is no reference in the Bureau’s files that he mentioned on 
either of these occasions that he had been employed by the Federal Government 
while still a member of the Communist underground group. 


; jc'"TT.wr4n'ii 
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However, in testimony before tte House Committee on Un-American . > 
Activities on August 30, 1948, Chambers stated that he had worked on a 
"boondoggling” job in the Research Department of the Railroad Retirement 
■Board at six thousand dollars per year (this was later corrected to two 
thousand dollars per year). 

Inquiry by the Washington Field and Chicago Offices on September 1, 
1948, disclosed that Jay V. David Chambers, who at the time gave his address 
as 3310 Auchentoraly Terrace, Baltimore, Maryland, had worked on a T7PA research 
project for the Railroad Retirement Board at Washington from October 18, 1937 
until January 31, 1938. Since, the record of this Chambers shows he wa3 bom 
in Philadelphia in 1901 and studied at the University of Brussels, Belgium, 
and had been in Germany, it is probable that he is identical with the man who, 
up until now, has been known as Whittaker Chambers inasmuch as this information 
corresponds with, data previously known to the Bureau concerning the latter. 


BUREAUS FILMS SEARCHED FOR REFERENCES TO JAY V. DAVID CHAMBERS 


No previous references to Chambers have been found in the Bureau's 
files under the name of Jay V. David Chambers nor as Jay David Whittaker Chambers. 


ACTION TAKEN BY FBI CONCERNING CHAMBERS' ALIEGATION5 


The information which follows is intended to show what allegations 
were made by Chambers when interviewed by Bureau agents on May 13, 1942, and 
May 10, 1945, concerning various individuals mentioned by him as being members 
of a Communist underground government group in Washington or connected with the 
Communist Party in other ways as will be shown below. 

Set forth below under the names of the individuals listed are the 
allegations of Chambers as outlined in the notes set down by Adolph A. Berle, 

Jr., former Assistant Secretary of State, when he interviewed Chambers in 1939 
on substantially the same material later furnished by Chambers to the FBI. A 
copy of these notes were obtained from Mr. Berle in June 1943. 

When Chambers was interviewed in 1942 he advised that he had been a 
member of the Communist Party from 1924 until 1937 at which time he severed his 
connections with the Party. 'During approximately four years before his exit 
from the Party he was a member, he said, of an underground movement of the Commu¬ 
nist Party in Washington, D. C, Chambers declared that his particular interest 
at the time was the organization of the Communist Party in the United States 
Government at a time when the "New Deal" was flourishing. Chambers stated that 
there was an OGPU organization during the period when he was associated with 
the Communist Party but said that he was not directly connected with it but that 
on the contrary his real position was with the underground movement of the 
Communist Party. He said that occasionally the underground movement would check 
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the activities and personal behavior of an individual in whom the OGFU was 
interested. However, he said that thereafter if the individual became a - 

member of the OGPU he was segregated from the Party proper. Chambers advised 
that he served as an assistant to Harold Ware, the leader of the underground 
group, members of which will be individually referred to below. Chambers' duties, 
he stated, were those cf a morale officer inasmuch as recruits had to be guided 
in the Party’s policies at all times and that such was his responsibility. 

■When interviewed in 1945, Chambers further Explained that the underground 
organiza ion which he said had existed in Washington had been set up for the 
purpose of enabling Communist Party members to conceal their Party activities 
in cases where the nature of their occupations required it. Chambers related 
that for several years until about 1935 he had also acted as a courier at $30 

a week between one Arthur_and J, Peters who was later identified as 

Alexander Stevens. His duties in this connection consisted of carrying mes¬ 
sages, envelopes, or packages between them in New York City, meeting one or the 
other at pre-arranged places. He said this was done to "throw off" any one who 
might be following. Ghambers said that to avoid being distrusted, he never 
inquired as the contents of what he carried between Arthur and Peters. He said 
that he did not at any time suspect that he was participating in the activities 
of a Russian espionage ring. He declared that he had no reason to believe that 
his activities in connection with the underground movement where concerned with 
other then the regular promotion of the Communist movement. He pointed out 
furthermore, that he did not at any time consider himself a Comintern agent or 
an agent of the OGPU. (100-25284-22,36) 

SPECIFIC ALIEGATIONS MADE BY CHAMBERS CONCERNING IMDIVIDUAIS NAMED BY HIM AND 
PRIOR AND SUBSEQUENT FBI INVESTIGATION 

There follow the specific allegations made by Chambers concerning the 
individuals mentioned by him as having been connected with Communist activity. 

Also set forth are summaries of what investigations were conducted by the FBI 
before and after these individuals' names were brought to its attention by 
Chambers. 
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JOdii JACOB ABT 

Also kn.vn as ’hidney' 1 


I, luV-^StlG^ ,aO,j intnd X < G t-V.,■, s 1 At/Lv Ol-/I AS 

Ko active iav stiga-ion v.as bein_, c*.adacted cy t.ic bureau 
concerning Jam Jacib Abt prior to tue first alleg wioris naac by Qha. -.bors 
on . ay U, 1942* 

ii (A). c r/i: uz A L^.uAfj. 'jiiii Oii LAY 13. 1942 

Under date .*i j..ay 14., 1942, one new York Olfice subni ,.ed a letter 
so Owing forts the r*a-li.s of an Interview conducted with ...tittaker Chanters 
t-.e previous day. ‘Bils letter revealed lna>> Cambers ..tide no alio ga bions 
at that tune concerning Jolm Jacob Abt. (100-25024-2*9 

H U*). X- 7 SELu. IiM C hu GIi ■> 

I'mere was no investigation institutes c..vccrnin i; Alt after t_;e 
allegations made by Chrobors on .‘lay Id, 1042, inac.'.ch as Gnu .bars did not 
ealec si. t-ufcion cd Abt. however, Abt coo*: to t.o attention of the nireau 
on July 23, 1742, vaen Alexander sevens, who was then be±n.. invesiiyr.ed 
by hie bureau, contacteu Abt at his ns;*® in Jackson ini; his, long Island, 
hew ior... v 1-9-230194-1, page 4f 

At Hi*.- b Ha- Sc.- 5 ii ;.e t'tat Ktivens contacted Abt, i* w p?cert>?»'*<v4 
tnao Abt a id his wife, Jtssica Sai'Ja Abt, were in contact with various knw i 
Coaiuimisos in how York City. Io was ascertained una* Abt frequently 
as ocxnued with Roy Hudson anu. Rocert . j.nor, prominent Cos'..,unis to Io he*', fork 
City, and it was indicated at that tine «nau Abt nad been in contact with 
I ugene dermis. Io was also ascort.-infeo. .-nut on January 2d, 1943, Abt vias 
in contact with John ..illianson, a functionary in the Csau.unis 1 Part;; in 

York City, curing this period of tine, Jean / bt was General Counsel for 
tan Vtalga.-ated Clothing ..orkers of America, CIO, in Rev; lore City* Avis 
information was furnished on February 4, 1947, to fr. fugron n. Caudle, 
Assistant Attorney General, in the report o . Special Agent <j. .nrl Jennings 
dated ao, i*ew York Gay 9, 1944- (I00-23bl94-o) 


lil U). CAh f!» bJ,, dliif-hr.... 


.. j f 0; tAlli: i) 


la. 


1>45 


: I^A. n TS5- — In June of 1943, ur. A. A. feilc. Assistant lecretery oi 

saaue available t > tie bureau original notes which t.o had m&e at the tir;e 


dlavir. 

, Ladd 
. Nichols 


hosen_ 

. fraev_ 

. L£an_ 

, _*urneu_ 
. Haroo 
* ?hr 


. r&m.ijvton 
► Qu' r i/ TaunT 

Tele, he ore_ 

l!r. Nease 


^andy 


_.dll tacer Cnaa-ers fmnisued aim inior&ation in 193? ccncerniny t ie under- 
-&r.und uoananl&t group in ..ashinvt n, u* C. Cn page -.me of dr. berle’s 
Quotes, there is set out t.c following coaiuentt 

7 .'r.i 


»vHG:hp 
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John Abt - f-llcwiug ;.it, in t-rat gro.p - 
Tax Livhi - nep’t of Justice .1 now 
in OlJ U<*« Jake’s widow - Jessica Vdth 
id. Soviet uussia). 

****** 

■f'eetin^ place: John Abt's nu.se - 15th l>t. 

(100-25G24-2?) 

Ill Cjc?). 1.Vi SotSAi-IO:: C.'SaiCinu 

As noted above, an active investigavion was being conducted 
concerning Abt due to ais> frequent contact wiin prominent active Uomaunksl»s 

in New ions. City, st*_tne inibrna.don obtained from merle’s notes served as 

a substantiation of abo*s connectio s with individuals wno usd previ- o-ly 
b-. cii reporter Ly Gha.b-ei-s in ids lleg felons on 1>, 1942. ^1»«236194-5) 

This investigation r-fleobeu Ui&b between w-e tiuo. the terle notes 
were obtained a.d -juh second allegations ;I .aie by Chambers on at 10, lMt>» 
Abt remained in contacv wiui iioy nudson, John <>illia^son, Lee bress_an, 
Mother 1 * iloor, Alexander i teveos, an* Ann blivet, uhc. wife oi' Alexaudcr 
btevens, all active Communis is in new dor:-; City, inf or a;-ion was 

fur id shea to ir. Tueron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney Gt.eral, on i-orvary 4, 
1,47. 


J-b was also uettxiOinea ..r:t y-ob nan no> b t;« ctn.-ec :.ed in nv way 
with hie federal urve-rnaent since I avetber 3D, 103d. lot originally l_ca.ie 
connected with -be uover;V4e.-t when .it served with ;..t aepart.^e^.x of ^ricullvre 
from 1133 co 1935, with tie federal isnerge^cy neconstrucvion Administration 
during 1935, with hie norks rrogress Administration from December, 1935, to 
1937, a :->x with the Justice uepartaent from 1937 to 1933. bn July 16, 1933, 

Abt was iransferred to the hew for'. Office of tie bepart-ent of Justice's 
Antitrust division., where he served until his resignation on I.ovember 30, 

1333. (10J-23t>194-o; 


Abt, during 1944, continued l? be in contact with key figures of 
tne Communist farty in N-'a iori; City, 1 eluding hatthew ard rayllis fllverman, 
Alexander bte /ens, Carl Kvfcve, a son of ether” hleor, Alexander .Trachtenberg, 
and r,oy .-i.udson. ^1’JO—2Jol94—*-2j 


!4r. Tolson_ _ T- ids inf oration was submitted to the Division of Accords on 

»: ciae' 755 ~—- ctober 10, 1944, in a report of Special Agent C. earl Jennings aar i at 
i?: m&ts"-- iV - ;W lorK, new fork on August 2, l->44. 

AT. noce n 
V'. A rac- 


ii . h'SJl _ 

Yr* f'j^nea 
Yr. Harbo 

l!r* \ h r _ 

Ur. jfcni.lh~ ‘ta n" 

IT. Qu_..r ‘iaa n 

Tele, nccs_ 

IT. Yeasc_ 

Ylcs Gandy_ 
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I'D was also ascertained a-, tius jIta. .hat Abt aau aarrlea Jesexca 
Sx.lfch, wao was whs Cdot. or nr.rold ..are, Kao Chambers had narea as lii-a* of 
toe u,..ac ground organizelion in ..Edaisvton, e» C* ail marriage ook place 
on nrch 14 * 1 / 37 . 


In November of 1144 to- was ascerteinea toa. Abt was in con -act 
■»ibn hoy Hudson, xugene Dennis, and a;iia V. ntoi, known Com. iunists in Xsew 
York City, fids infor^adon was furnished by report uated Movetber lo, 1/44, 
to hr. iueron L. Caudle on February 4, 1147* 

larly in 1945, Abt maintained contact with Aug/ e tennis, Alexander 
elevens, Alexander fraentenberg, and iax^ene jQLsselev, U£Srt Consul Uene/al in 
ucw York Cloy, ‘fnis contact with hisselev was made on Novmbei 29, 1/44, 
at the home of Abt, and prior to Abt*a departure f.-r Lonao >, .ngland, where 
ne attended a labor c-nfere-nce. iacfcdiately upon his return, Abt was again 
in con .acw with Kisselev. i'his infor.tauion was furnished to iir. iaeron L. 
Candle on February 4, 1947, by report dated January 13, 1945. (10Q-236194-5d) 

Inyestiga don further reflected that Abt /ate a second trip Lo 
London for tue »orld Trt.de Anion Conference as a representative of tue C/;», 
leaving the Dai ted Lta ,es on February >, 1945, and returning on ..arch 3, 1945. 
Abt w a in contact with Kisseler prior to rna subsequent to ills trip to 
London. 4ii. information was furnished to ,,r. tneron L. C. J .die on February 4, 
1947, by report datev i.arch 10, 1945. 

During early 1/45 Avt iuaintained contact wit i hoy Hudson c xi Lrgeae 
oennis a.;u was very active in tie /orld Trade Union Cini'er^ce Ia V.-~ Uni ted 
nations Conference in San IYtlcUgu. x was also uctonaiued viutv nop was 
JLii - t wita level ^ikuailov or the cSSn Consul dtneral»s Office in i.os 

xcru City on April 10, 1/45. Tain information was furnished to x.r* ftieron 
L. Caudle on February 4, 1/47, in a report dated /ay 17, 1/45. 

IV U j. ChA.- 0 rv AfA,r.Q.iVI .... to aY 10. *1/45 


un Lay 10, 1/45, ••nittaher Chambers was interviewed by Bureau 


v*a. bl;e Clist/uers adviseu 
was headed by rfarold ..are. 


V-.au one or vv. 
with, whoa he- 


Mr. Cols or._ 

Mr. E. A. Ta™_ 

Mr. Olyp:_ 

llavir. 

Lac: 


Mr. 

Kr. 

Mr. 


Agents of the Kew York Oxiice. «•« 
organizations in As shine. ton, u. C., 

had been assigned to workj inat John Act was a &eubor of unis or anizahiort 
neaaeu by ‘*sre^ tnau Abu was forxxeriy un uit uciil .n u.i -- £*^ra¬ 

tion} Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust Division, h'-pariuent of Justice; 
Counsel tried ,-..e LaFollette Civil Liberties Com ittee; a a presently Counsel 
for tue CIO Political Action Committee ana the Aneljasawc. detain.^ workers 
-Union. 


MchvXs__ 
no ren _ 


The 


Mi 0 c. *an 


rr.cu_ 
haroo 
\> hr 


Mr. 

Mr. 

IT. __ 

Mr. r/m:XhTTOiP 
Mr. Qu . *. Tarzs 

■Tele. no.™._J 

.Mr. Lease 
MlnS Gandy_ 


hew York ifi’i.'e advised a-, i-iis vise thy. 
:.an extensive investigation convernln, John Abt, who is 
;dmith, . Jitor of ‘'Soviet Hus in Today." 


t.iey were: con-1 ctir.g 
oue hucbacdL of se .cs 
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Chambers also advised vuac Joan Abb’s iuuse on lodi street vias 
one of the places used, by i is group for a> etings. Ch'rifcers stated >; iat 
r.s a cd. ncder for this gro p lu trans.iii.ted funds -between Jm individual 
ccno..;i as peter and iarold -. art', '~,i than «ili, and John Abt, whj v. re 
successively tne leaders of tnis r.vp. .{„•* advised ■ • ;.i t after Harold .ure’s 
death, ho recalled that a meeting had taken pl. ee, a. which tiae he had been 
present, atii at this meeting a vote had een taken in wixien John At-t had 
been elected leadei of t ie group. He advised tha. L.ere were about six jbo. 
present at than meeting and sat to she best of his recolltction t.:ey -sere 
Charles Arater, Lee Pressman, Henry Collins, Hauhan ferlo, and, Peter, he 
advised that this meeting took place at the hone of Henry Collins, which was 
t-tcvi right off Connec ticut Avenue, in t ... AaV&ew’s Court, over a ..arage. 

IV {L ). I..V bixUAtluh ,Cx. Q 

Inasmuch as the laireau was conducting an active investigation of 
Abt a id t:ds investigation reflected that Abt w.s in c-ntact with sevesal 
of t .e individuals mentioned by drib taker Chambers, the allegations made by 
Chambers were used to furthor Cu: invostigatio;i concerning Abt. ‘Uhls 
investigation reilected fcnat after t e allegauions were : .ade ty G mfoers 
on i<&y 10, 1945, Abb continued con sac us with Alexander Stevens, Lee rresc. an, 
.‘■"ge. e fe.ms, ^.arion ^.aa.rach, his s-s^er, L.a liarris, iicha^l ^uill, ..athan 
Mitt, and various other lesser fuucbinaries of the Commonirt Party- in few 
xori 01 by* 


Investigation further reflected fiat Abt was -orn on ay 1, 19 J4, 
in u aica^o, lilinois. tie obtained a law degree from the University of 
Cnxeago. He . tarried Jessica Smith, the former wife of *arold .>nre, in 1037, 
at Which time Jessica Smith was reportedly s. reorutcriaL employee of tne 
Soviet babas sy in nss-htn t-jn, ■. 0. As of September, 1745, Jessica icrith 
was - e ihesiuenl of soviet Russia today Duplications and iditor of tie 
i^agasine “Soviet u,ssia ioday.' 1 It is no^eci tiat narold -are vr-s the eon 
of Lila Reeve KLoor. 

In October, 1945, it was ascertained that Abt was a suruber of an 
eleven-nan CIO delegation from t;ie United Slates w..-o were cn a tour of orcow 
for a week’s visit, and the ‘.leva...- an dele, a-don had been in attendance at 
tie » or let grade 'Union Conference a- Paris. Alls im.br ation was ftrnisaea 
to v..6 b-Vision of lifecoi-ds on January 24, 1940, in tie report oi epccL&l 
Agent 0. .arl Jv-nings dated Cctober 31, 1945. (Ii0-236194-10o) 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A* Tamm 

Mr. doe:_I 

Mr. Glavlr._ 

Mr. Lau, _ 

Mr. MchoT s 
Mr. ho se n 

V-*. i rue*._ 

Mr. L:an_ 

Mr. J'dT.ea_J_ 

Mr. Hargo_ 

Mr. \ h r 
Mr. roman aon_ 
Mr. QuM v 
Tele, noo r 
Mr. Kease 
Miss r “ 


Gandy_ 


_ Tne activities of Abt a.-d his continued, association wioh known 

Xamaunisu Party members in new 1'ork from Uctooer, 1945, until October 22, 
3946, were furnished to the division of records on harcu lb, I 946 , in L;o 
Report of Special Agent G. I-arl Jennings aa,ed Janurry 2o, 1946$ on 
February 25, 1946, in tae report of Special Agent G. iarl Jennings dated 
zneccher 12, 1945; on January 16, 1947, in v ie report of Special /.gent 
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Hennett oi'ilis, Jr., dated oe teuber Id, 1946} a.i on January 17, 1947, 
in bn report oi Special .gent nett ..Illis, Jr», ua..ed Cc tober «&, 1940. 
v lQ>23ol94--112, ilo, 129,135; 

It shoo Id be noted that ,'ue dure u has been Cwnductinf. an active 
invt s fc.gation oi’ John Abt s.. .ce July 23, 1942, not only to substantiate tne 
infor.„&vi-n whlca was furnished by «iLttaker Goa hers in tne JBerle notes 
obtained in June, 1^43, and in GiiaffiLers * allegations on «..ay 10, 1345, but 
for she purpose of deter ining any espionage activities on the part of 
Jo m Jb t. 


Inis iiivestlga4on was reported xu a separate file .uaintained on 
Abtj ujoever, his activities were raporwea. in tne live;master c$>se after 
noveiaber, 1945. Copies A such summary reports in the oilvermaster case 
have been furnisned to the white Haase, the department of Justice, and other 
Government agencies. On February 4, 1947, o;r. x aeron L. Caudle was furnished 
a copy of the report of Special igen o G. Lari Jennings dated hay 17, 1945, 
at tew fork, hew fork, wnicli contained tie allege ..ions made by Chambers 
against hot on being interviewed on ,..ay 10, 1345. 


Mr. 

Tolson 

Mr. 

S. A. ’J 

Mr. 

Clog’' 

Vt» 

Uavlr. 

Mr. 

Lai-! ' 

l!r. 

:ac> 

Mr. 

tiv 
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Re: SC'IiLOm ABEKR, was., 

Solomon Adler, Sol Adler, 
Schlobel Adler 


I. IWSTIGATIQN PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 

A review of the Bureau’s indices has failed to reflect that 
there was a main file on the above-captioned individual prior to the 
time that the allegations concerning him made by Vihittaker Chambers 
were received. 


II. CHAMBERS » ALLEGATIONS tN HAY 13, 19l£ 

Under date of Kay lit, 19U2, the New fork Office submitted a 
letter setting forth the results of an interview conducted with Whittaker 
Chambers the previous day. This letter revealed that Chambers made no 
allegations at that time concerning captioned individual. 


HI. (A) CHAKBKhS* ALLEGATIONS IN BKKLT. NOILS OBTAINED IN JUNE 19u3 

In June of 19 I 13 , Mr. A. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State 
made available to the Bureau original notes wldch he haa made ae the time 
Whittaker Chambers furnished him information in 1939 concerning the under¬ 
ground Communist group in Washington,. £). C. Page three of Mr. Berle’s 
notes set forth the following comment: "Schlomer Adler (Sol Adler?), 
Counsels office, sends immediately reports to C.P. (Gen. Counsel’s 
Office).» 100-2£82l|-27 


ni. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


It has been determined that at the time that rr. Berle made 
available his notes pertaining to the information furnished by Whittaker 
Chambers, Adler was in China where he served as the American representative 
to the Chinese Currency Stabilisation Board, Therefore, no investigation 
aon was undertaken at that time in a effort to determine Adler’s activities 
E.^A. ToroT_ nana contacts. 

dlesrg_ 


. i;ichoXt>_* 

. Rooen__ 

. Xrac y _ 

. E 'an_ 

. Gurnea_ 

. Karlo 

. M r .. 

. ifeihiio. to n 

. 31*1:2. ’.ay, 

lo. ho or_ 

?/r. Hesse_ 

Ml. .a Janiy_ 
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2V. (A) CHftKBEBS* ALLEGATIONS ON NAT 10, l&g 

Under date of June 26, 19ii£, the Hew York Office furnished the 
Bureau with the results of an interview with ..hittaker Chambers conducted 
b,- agents of the Hew York Office on ray 10, This letter from the 

Hew York Office contained the following statement on page 21 j 

»It will be recalled that Chambers mentioned this name 
(Sehlomer Adler, Sol Adler) to Assistant Secretary of ' tate 
Berle in his conversations with ham in 1939• Ke explained that 
Adler is definitely a Communist and was employed at that time in 
the Treasury Department* He added that he knows him to have been 
in close contact with Peter and to have made reports of a financial 
nature to Peter* Ho stated he suspected the Communist Tarty was 
playing the stock market, and that they utilized his financial 
information in this connection*” 

You will recall that the individual named above as “Peter” was 
viidttaker Chambers 1 contact in dew York City. Chambers advised that he 
gained the impression that Peter was the leader of the entire underground 
for the Eastern part of the country and he suspected for the whole 
country. 100-25&2l}.«36 page 21 


IV. (B) 3MDSTZGATm, 0 I "QUOTED 

At the time that Chambers mace the above allegation concerning 
Adler on I ay 10, 19UH>, Ader was in China where he was assigned to the 
American ’mbassy as the United States Treasury Attache. There is an 
indication in the file that 'dler was in the united states between the 
tire that the Berle notes were received and the time that Climbers made 
Ms statements with respect to Adler oh pay 10, 19kS* There is no 
indication that Adler was investigated actively during that period he 
was probably in the United States. 

The investigation concerning Adler originally was undertaken in 
the Gregory case in view of the fact that Elizabeth T* Bentley, the 
informant, made certain allegations concerning Adler. These allegations 
of the informant were to the effect that during the latter part of 1 9b£ 
and tlsrough the early part of 19h3j mention was made by individuals 
connected with the Gregory case of Pol Adler. The informant in the 
Gregory case also related thao she had seen in the Nathan 0. Silvemiaster 
home certain official letters written by Sol Adler from Chungking, China 
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to the United states treasury Department in rushing ton, D« C. Gregory 
stated that presumably these official documents had found their nay to 
the Gilvermaster heme through Harry Dexter White, an official in the 
Treasury Department and a prominent figure in the Gregory case* The 
informant reported that Silvermaster tod characterized sol Adler as an 
opportunist, but further indicated that he would like to place him in 
some strategic location in the United States Government* The informant 
also stated that Sol Adler was a member of the Communist Party and that 
Iiis dues were collected by gilvermaster and turned over to the informant. 

From, the ti.ua of the receipt of the allegation by Chambers on 
Pay 10, 15?hJ> and until July 11*, 191*6, Adler was continuously in China 
serving as United States Treasury Attache to the United States Embassy. 
Frau JUly lh to August 6 , 191*6, Adler was in Washington, 1). C., except 
for short trips he made to New fork City and Boston, Massachusetts. 

During the time that he was in Washington, his activities were extensively 
investigated. Physical surveillance was maintained on Adler and the 
services of highly confidential informants were utilized. 

As a result of this investigation it was learned that Adler 
obtained a position with the Rational Research Project, '.VIA through the 
efforts of Irving Kaplan, a Gregory case subject. This investigation 
concerning Adler also revealed that he had worked on or been associated 
with the following individuals, all of whom were subjects of the Gregory 
case: William Ludwig Ullmann, Virginius Frank Coe, harry Dexter "' hite, 
William Henry Taylor, Harold vlasser, hr. Lauchlin Currie and Abraham 
George Silverman. 

Complete background information was developed during the in¬ 
vestigation of sol Adler. Such information indicated he was born 
August 6 , 1909 at Leeds, England, tla t he Immigrated to the United 
States from England on February 20, 193$ and that he was naturalized 
as a citizen of the United States on September 3, 19l*0 in the District 
Court of the United States for the District of Columbia. It may be 
noted that in securing Iris naturalization Adler used the name of Lauchlin 
Currie, one of the Gregory case subjects as a reference. 

The investigation further revealed that Adler first became 
connected with the United States Government as an employee on February 
26, 1936. He continued this connection until September 30, 191*2. Xi e 
resigned from his position with the Treasury Department on the latter 
date but was carried on annual leave until February 19, l?h3« Upon his 
resignation Acler became the American representative to the Chinese 
Currency Stabilization Board. This latter position terminated February 
29 , 19hh* *dler thereupon immediately re-entered the Government service 
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ia the United States treasury Department and has continued this employ¬ 
ment to the present date. 65-56402-2450 

By letter dated March 4* 1946 a summary dated Yebruary 21, 1946 
entitled, "Soviet Espionage Organization (&KV3) in Agencies of the y. s. 
Government" where in the information furnished by Whittaker Chambers about 
Adler was made available to the Secretary of the treasury. 

In view of the fact that Adler was one of the subjects of the 
Gregory case, his background, activities and contacts were thoroughly 
developed during the investigation of this case. You will recall that 
the results attained in the Gregory case were summarized and disseminated 
to the White House, the Department of Justice and other interested 
governmental agencies. Such results included the information developed 
pertaining to Adler. 

It may be of further interest to note that a loyalty of 
Government employees investigation has been conducted concerning 
Adler. Copies of the reports prepared in this investigation were 
made available to the Civil Service Commission. 121-4089 
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AVTORQ TRADING CORPORATION 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

The Amtorg Trading Corporation mas incorporated in the State of 
New York on Hay 27, 1924, and functions generally as an importer and exporter 
on the North American Continent dealing with official trusts of the USSR. 
(61-5381-3016, page 2) 

An investigation concerning instant organization mas initiated in 
1939 to ascertain if Amtorg mas being utilized by the Soviet Government for 
any purposes other than legitimate trade activities. The investigation mas 
particularly directed towards discovering NKVB operations mithin Amtorg. 
(61-5381-3016, page 35/^0 

In this connection it is to be noted that Mikhail Nikolaevich Gorin, 
known espionage agent, first entered the United States in 1936 and mas destined 
to Amtorg at that time. Gorin mas arrested on December 12, 1933, for violation 
of the Espionage Statute and was sentenced to serve six years imprisonment and 
a $10,000 fine. The investigation reflected that Gorin had been obtaining 
information from the files of the Office of Naval Intelligence from Rafis 
Salich. (61-7574-743) 

Gaik Badalovich Ovakimian, knomn espionage agent, first entered the 
United states on August 15, 1932, and was also destined to Amtorg. Ovakimian 
mas arrested by Agents of the FBI on May 5, 1941, and mas charged with violation 
of the Foreign Agents Registration Act. Under an agreement with the Soviet 
Government and the United States State Department, Ovakimian mas permitted to 
leave the United States for the Soviet Union. Investigation reflected that 
Ovakimian mas an active Soviet agent. Continued Bureau surveillance revealed 
that he mas constantly getting information from individual contacts on the 
streets. 


The State Department and the Attorney General mare cognizant of the 
facts in the Corin and Ovakimian cases and mere advised of the connection of 
these Soviet espionage agents and the Amtorg Trading Corporation. (61-7574-743) 

IX. (A) CHAMBERS* ALIRGATI'-NS ON KAY 13. 1942 

Whittaker Chambers advised on Kay 13, 1942, that there ma3 an OGPU 
organization during the period of time when he mas associated with the Communist 
Party and that he presumed that there mas also such an organization at the time 
of the interview. He advised he did not know the identity of the head of such 
an organization but suspects that the organization is connected with the 
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Amtorg Trading Corporation and the Tass newspaper. He farther advised that 
there was a group of Russians here studying and teaching at the Ford Plant in 
Detroit sometime during the 1930’s and that unquestionably one or more of these 
individuals were members of the OGPU. (100-25824-22* page 2) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Inasmuch as previous allegations had been received concerning the 
possible connection of the OGPU and the Amtorg Trading Corporation, this 
investigation continued to ascertain the identities of Soviet agents within 
Amtorg. Inasmuch as Chambers only suspected that Amtorg was being used by 
the OGPU and since the State Department and the Attorney General had previously 
been advised of the actual connection between Amtorg and the Soviet Intelligence 
System in such investigations as GORIN and OYAKIMIAN* this information was 
not furnished to the State Department and the Department of Justice. 
( 61 - 5381 - 154 %^) 

III. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BIRDS NOTES OBTAINED IN J13NE 1943 


Hone. 


III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

This investigation concerning Amtorg continued in order to ascertain 
the identity of known Soviet Agents. 


IV. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAX 10. 1945 
None. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Instant investigation is presently in a pending status. 


17 


Kisseloff-26136 







# 




1 


m 



■ 1 * -' " *’ ^' r- 1 * ^ - <f - Y 

h i"* 5 i - '4 ^*; * * * -’' f *.*«.. „ 

i( - r & , !,;. ' jn’«*v; -***’• - 

1 ■ ^ )St *■' -* a# ♦-< r 4 * #- 4 . ^ ' 

1 ~ ^ : ’ :> ** $ ys-»*, J*p* J **,,** *$ ;, 


- s * ■ *r „ . ( , 

’i * , 1 *• *“ *- ' * ^*> ? • ■ 

■I TX-) In X'.js 'JiTi-r 

* f* 4 T { ? **, -M^.V 

V >■* * 


I'T \\> 


f l r, r*^ 


XU { } r t v-y t\ n/: 

ju*ao 

II* C’>) r -'i-" XUCaEI i t ~ f ‘ 

IhU5 

ITT {*) f •? >t - v ,-•?/-TT''' f ' T. 


Ti: ■ -,TAi ,,p r ; t: j-:r-t ivy-i 




m (3) By: 'fri'Ticr- r y, rrn 
iicnc 

w {:■) ,fir* ••,• --E* II^-3-fl:^-: r s -jy iv n/.«s 


CUuaS'Vw r-lrtry umt r rcyK.^ re*# .!• -* :*-f «*vf. *~i •» »-*- 

/ w * *.* e -« -- 


-r y 


US. f v ^ * ja ' hV 


■j> , P 5 "4 r~w ■> * V. 

^ . f # % 4 - ? , ! W -/ 

f ^ 1 r.; i ho rt I fc. 

; C‘ V C to * 

“t-t«;*, V’»'V * 1 -' t . 

■’fc t 2 cn l r ■ 'i^r' 

* !-"»•*. «*.• *- 4 ~' 

^ ” v V # 4 * ’ *'* 


f.n 




V'*CT* T*"’ 
?r-* ? 3. 




X4 tfci Z fc’T t f v r £ 

?-"S f " r tI;U: ‘'rr-^’-cn r. 

- ••'! . I V" B' r Cn*’r ■ " :>*j’f-«-■f •».•* ■■-' *V* S" -jn ^. ; ' v 

c—^s^rf t:- 3* * -r7.lt* ••-,’rn»Vw'‘ 

csurrl.*r r.-iMtSr? ?n «* c?* Or-Vry -*i: tf * D^.->' 

= ^ : c ; : ^. r c-: -»-- n » > M, <v^Vt’-'ctWJr 

vt *,'e#it .-rthyr ; ; tu x*#t«r*- cvr--’, ‘ ‘f« l*.e nnt ':-thur rlncr* 

(x :^5 p;-4-/6) ' ... J 

i"/* (“) K.y::"H-2- tix;. ^btt.-t. 


Mr. Xolaon 

Mr. Cl«gg;_ 

Mr. GXtvrln 
Ur. Lad d 77: 


jKy» i^UU ^>^4 ^ w m' 

Mr. Nici OTrrr^ y-T f* 

Ur. Rosen ' ^ ’* - - x * * *- ' J -» 


in 3’:Iy tro If* ? X;r.; CuM'S vt re*u--■> te'l So- rAJbli to 


Ur. Rosen_ 

Ur- Tracy_ 

*tr. Egan_ 

Mr. uuraea_ 

Ur. Harbo_ 

Ur. Mohr 


-rf% \i ^ 


Ur. Per*iUr«ton_ 

Ur. Quinn Tan m _ 

Tele. Room_ _ 

Ur, Keaae 
Mlsr Gand y 


r 12:^ Vn 


n» = r*ur v ckr ^n, vi >■ Lr-a 


18 


Kisseloff-26137 















WenWJV 


of; *• rr.v: r 

Vr*:i "as* itota'cr, *:* - a to h£a+ 



13 


toc.t r lilv' to 


* 



Kisselpff-26138 












ASkiV 
lphonetic) 


x. i..v v s xViii ;^ro- v» cta-h-rs* m 


Txiere was no investigation of ui»e aoove-captioncd individual 
prior to Cha bers* allegations on i ey 13, 1942. 

XX (4). C ,*A-.BL-vS 1 AnLrOrAtf OuS Ji ■ .Af 13. 1942 

In an interview with Agents of the 'am Iota office on Ixy 13, 

1942, ..hi u taxer Chambers advised that there was a -aan naueu Azimov ypaonetic) 
w.io was a metallurgist, wao had been specializing in steel the University 
of California, lie stated that this individual was born in •^ussia and came 
to the United States waen very young, a.:u tua-. ne had made a discovery in 
tic* cue. ical side of ».is studies, (Chambers was told) which he turned over 
to the Russian Consul. Cha .bc-rs stated that although he did not c.-.ecx on 
this infor.xaf-ion, Azimov reportedly beetle hie head of research ia U.S. ftr-el 
in Chicago, and that he knows for sure thao Azimov was definitely tied in 
with the Ja-.issian apparatus* Cha :bers stated ilia. he net Azi-.iov once. 

XI \,B). Xhtfhl. • luAIlOt 0 Vif CT u 


lie i;ow fork office was unable to 'dentify Az mov, ar>.. by letter 
dated Au.-ust 22, 1943, t e new fork office forwarded a letter to lit San 
franc'.sco office, fom.-enin,; the infer .atton obi* nta fro:; ...a-roa^er C.k- -here 
a ... re^iesvi-fo tue A.m. rrancisco Cilice to attempt to identify Azimov through 
records at the University of California, however, no identification of 
Azimov i.as ever made. (100-25-24-37) 

XXX. CnA L> : ._£* AbL.u^.cI^v.d U» IvdcLn hDTrd ^BYAA. • ) r< Juh . 1943 

There were no allegations concerning Azi .ov in the i^erle notes. 


. Tolson_ 

. E. A. T'acm 
. Cle^r - ~ 


ulavir. 
Ladl _ 
Nichols 
hosen 
Irac-, 

Etan__ 

jurnea 

Karoo 

-hr 


. Qu\' Taim 

Tele, steer:_ 

tor. Neasc_ 

‘ties Gandy_ 


IV (A). CJA Ax 10. 1945 

on day 10, 1945, at t ic ti .e Chambers w:.s interviewed by Agents 
of >he hew fork office, ue again sta^vd tiv j ._e had met Azimov ^phonetic) 
in the company of Peter, he advised that Azimov was a young metallurgist 
jwho had been working in the laboratories of tin; University of California at 
f.erkeley, California, ana wno had later been employed in tae nesearca 
^department of U.S. Steel. Chambers advised tha-.- Azimov had been a specialist 
-in mathematics oi some Rind aid e.ia on one occasion l' ntu been told by 
-peter that Azimov had developed some d scavory on the clerical side oi his 
rn k-.di.es, wliicix discovery be -ai o-fered ho Peter to be transmitted to nussia. 
hie stated t-iai. Peter advised Azimov ....:> , a o the hussien Consul i« C 1 iforala 
t at tue Consul had lii--.ealai.ely accepted tie discovery for transnissi m 
-to Luscia. Caai bers a.vised tga/.uf aad.-pven Azimov oily once and furais *ed 
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Ue following description; 


‘Age 2J-25 

deint 5*^“ or t> f i n 

Build '>1% illy stooped 

hair banc 

marital otaois iisrried, uso children 
Citizenship Lelicvcd to be neriean 
languages Spo*:e perfect English a id ,703a nnsslan; 

bad been raised in trie united biates 


IV fi). 


i./diG'’. ii. t. 


2ae files reflect tnat in view of tire* information previously 
furnished by C-uambers concerning inis subject and because no identification 
was wade 0 / Azimov previously, no further investigation vv s conducted in 
a; effort to identify him. 
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KB* U IRION EdCiiiACJf, was 

I larion Bach&rach, 
1'arian j'-achrach 


I. BV^EIIGAII'IL HtlGH i'-» CHK'BFBS* ALL. OPTIONS 

The Bureau’s files concerning Marion rachrach, wiich date 
from < clober, 19l|Q> initially indicated tint in a "document" published 
in the July 12, l^UO issue of "H'" newspaper, she was characterized 
as a member of the Communist party, she was further reflected as 
Washington correspondent in the "• ews For living" department of the 
H T?:» newspaper. She was also reflected as one of the sponsors of the 
"conference on Constitutional Liberties in America" in Washington, B. C. 
June 7-9, 19UO. (100-3255-1) 

Subsequent investigation revealed that Larion Bachrach was 
Executive Secretary of the Council for pan-American f emocracy and served 
as Secretary to Vincente Lombardo Toledano, Mexican Labor Leader, who 
visited the united States. 

In April, 19it3 it was determined that Larion Bachrach was the 
sistor of John Abt, the uustand of Jessica Smith of "Soviet uussia 
Today," which information was made available to the department of 
* • i, ’,1—2 and tha spai'lcivui#. ^luo—13 ) 

Subject has been separated from her husband, Arthur Bachrach 
since approximately 191*1. As of 191+2 Arthur Bachrach was employed as 
an Administrator for the Farm Security Administration. (100-3255-9) 


XI. OKAMFES* ALLVfiATl;as Cg r AI 13, 19l<2 

No allegations concerning Marion Bachrach were made by VM-ttaker 
Chambers on fay 13, 191*2. 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS TS THE FALL KGTiS OBTAINED IK JUKE 19U3 


Mr. Tol&or._ 

lie. E. A. !Tara!r 
Mr. ol0b, 

Mr. ilavli! 

Mr • Ladd 
Mr. I.lchoTa_ 

Mr. Rose n 

Vr. .racy __ 

Mi. E~ah_ 

Mr. inmea__ 

Mr. Harto__ 

Mr. v :r.r___ 

—:B.<F: EHJ 

TelC. l«.orr 
Mr. Lease 

»*1 C }<. V •«’ ’ 


La June, 19l*3, hr. A* Berle, Assistant Secretary of State made 
available to the Bureau original notes which he had made at the time 
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Whittaker Chambers furnished him information in 1939 concerning the under¬ 
ground Communist group in Washington, 33. C. Page 1 of hr. Barleys notes 
reflects the following: 


M ir* Abt - Sister* garion Baciiarach 
Communist from rinnesota." 


- secretary 
(100-25824-27 p. 2) 


III (B) IHfBSTiGATION C0N3.UCIED 

As a result of the information furnished by Mr. Berle, no 
investigation based specifically thereon was conducted inasmuch as the 
investigation concerning Karlen Bachrach was continuing and th. fact of 
her relations!-ip to Abt had already been determined. 

IV (A) CHAFBI.RS * ALB CATIONS OK KAY 10, 1945 

■ Under date of June 26, 1945* tho New York Office furnished the 
results of an interview with Nhitiaker Chambers on I lay 10, 1945* on page 11 
of vdach nhittaker Chambers alleged that Alger hiss was particularly 
close to John Abt*s sister, I arion uachrach. 

(100-25824-36) 

IV 0-0 X^VrSIIuATIOR CONDUCTED 


Since the investigation concerning iiarion Bachrach has been 
ccntinucc t>~> date, no additional i?ivftstig?tion Instituted as §*. r suit 
of the allegation made by Whittaker Chambers on I ay 10, 1945* The 
allegation made by iiit taker Chambers on I ay 10, 1945 was incorporated 
in the report of Special Agent Chester a. Reilly dated September 15, 

1947 at New York entitled "iiarion Baci rach. Internal security - O, 11 a 
copy of which reoort was furnished to the Tdvision of Records on feotembCr 
25, 1&7. 


Since January, 1948 to the present, investigation concerning 
Iiarion Bacnrach has included a technical surveillance of her activities. 
She was recently appointee Public Relations Director of She Communist 
Party, Ur/ ana is also a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Gom._unist “’arty, UCA. She is believed to be the liaison between the 
Communist- "arty, if A and the Communist party in Labia America. 

(100-3255-67) 1 < P> K 

Investigation has further disclosed that she has been a member 
of the "ashington Committee for Democratic Action, the United Cpanish 
Relief Committee of American Peoples Robilization, and has also been a 
teacher at the Jefferson r cIiool of facial Science in JTe;t York City. 

(100-3255-)! 2) 

i- O 

"~3 - - 
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BAHBSS 


m* 

* 

z» igyiaKcoAfioK mim to ok*hk» 6» jgaamgw 

atx. (a) caagacBs* ALmuBXoss <ar tm tz* i$»a 

2» the interview mm Vbittekar Ml ea Illy 13 , Chamber* 

•drifted ftt the* *i*e that ft fcoac* on Central Berk teat, owed hy ooe of the 
female field**, vaa auypoaed to her* hern the center of thi* particular under* 
joroimd DrrriHirt 

ix. (a) iwsanciffios e o ro x E m i 

Kofw 

m. chahmbib* auscatioks a msm gores cmiagp a JUBS, 19»3 

la the eopie* of the lari* not** made available to the Bureau So 
•lane# 15*3# as wtfiWBM it made to Km, Barnet. 

If. (A) CHAMBERS* ALBEQATK^S OB HAT 10, 19frj 

tfadar data of Juaa 26, X9h3* the Eew Teat; Office furnished the 
Bureau with the reeuita of «a interview with Vfcitta&er Chaafeere conducted hy 
Agantt of the hear Ycjrfc Office or May 10, X«&>* Thi* letter from the Haw Tea* 
Office reflected that Wilttelcer Cheaper* adrieed that Peter* had 9e oae oeceeioa 
told hift that Frederick TeaAmhilt field 1 * mother or *seepk Tel* Baraee' mother 
had tamed onr her ep^rtmaat on Central Berk teat to he used m « headquarter* 
of the underground gmq?« 

if. {») iaregnomo* eoa p u o reB 

Mw*m file* fell to reflect that toy inquiries have ham made 
ocnaarnlng Mm. Beraoa am a result of Cheaters’ allegations* 


WHGjmpd '- - i 

L- 
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Joseph Fels Barnes 


I. BffBaEinAVIOK PRIOR TO CH&KBEKS* allegations 

Barnes has been the subject of an internal security investigation 
by the Bureau since August of 1941 at which tine a complaint was received by 
the Hew York Office that Barnes, who was then Foreign News Editor of the 
New York Herald Tribune in Nevr York City, was formerly a Tribune correspondent 
in Moscow and was strongly suspected of being a member of the Communist Party 
and in close cooperation with the Communist Party in the United States. As a 
result of this complaint an internal security investigation was immediately 
instituted. 


On December 11, 1941, a request for an investigation of Barnes was 
received from the Office of Coordinator of Information which request was based 
upon an application that Barnes had made with that agency for a position with that 
agency. It was later discovered that he had. been employed by the Office of 
Coordinator since September, 1941* 

Upon the receipt of the request for investigation by the Office of 
Coordinator of Information, this investigation was conducted in conjunction 
vdth the internal security investigation and in February of 194*2, based on 
dero .atory information previously obtained, investigation was also conducted 
under the provision of Public Law 135, 77th Congress. (Hatch Act investigation) 

This investigation failed to link Barnes with the Communist Bartyj 
however, considerable information concerning Barnes* activities through Communist 
channels ’..as developed. 

During this investigation it was ascertained that Barnes was bom in 
Montclair, New Jersey, on July 21, 1907. He received an A.3. degree from Harvard 
University in 1927 and was also a student at the University of Grenoble and the 
University of London, both in England. He married Elizabeth G. Brown in 1930 
and divorced her in 1935, and in 1936 he married the former wife of Frederick 
Vanderbilt Field.. 

It was determined that in 1927 and 1928 he traveled in England and 
Russia. He was employed with the Equitable Trust Company in New York City from 
1929 to 1931* In an interview with Barnes* first wife, Elizabeth Brown, she 
advised that she and Barnes sailed for Russia in January, 1931* bhe and Barnes 
traveled through Russia studying and in the Fall of that year Barnes attended 
a conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations in Shanghai and returned 
to the United State- around Thanksgiving in 1931* He then did research work 
for the American Council of the Institute of Paciflo Relations until the Fall 
of 1933 when he was elected Secretary of the American Council. 
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Mrs« Elizabeth Bernes further advised, that in 1934 she and Barnes 
made a second trip to Russia on business of the Institute of Pacific Relations. 

She advised that this was a two-months * trip and they returned to the United 
States in July, 1934* 

Mrs* Barnes further stated that after Barnes * return from Russia he 
then resigned from the Institute of Pacific Relations and then began working 
on a project for Henry luce of Use and fortune Magazines. She advised that he 
worked on this project for several months and in the Spring of 1935 he joined 
the New York Herald Tribune as a reporter and in the early part of 1937 he was 
sent to Moscow by the Herald Tribune as a foreign correspondent. She advised 
that he remained in Moscow until 1939 when he returned for a visit home. He was 
then transferred to Berlin where he remained a short .time and then returned to 
New tork in late 1939 to work in the home office of the New tork Herald Tribune* 

It is noted that Barnes then became Foreign Editor of the Herald 
Tribune and remained in that capacity until becoming employed with the Office of 
Coordinator of Information around September of 1941* when he became Deputy 
Director of the Overseas Branch of the Office of ISar Information where he remained 
until 1944* He accompanied Wendell l.ilkie on his trip to Russia and China in 
1942. His home address at the present time is at 430 .Vest 22nd Street, New York, 

New York, and his office is located at 230 Yiest 4lst Street, Hew York City. 

The investigation that was conducted by the Bureau from August, 1941* 
up until February 9, 1942, resulted in obtaining information from various 
individuals who classified Barnes as being pro-Communist j however, there were 
others who classified him Ss being in sympathy with Russia but not un-American and 
some of his associates clarified Mr. as beln^ strictly American with no pro—Russian 
tendencies. It was ascertained that he had heavily supported the Communist 
faction in the Newspaper Guild, had been a Director of the Open Road, Incorporated, 
and to have written articles for ''New Masses.” One confidential informant 
described Barnes as an individual who would like to see the United States 
Government evolve into a government more along socialistic and Communistic 
lines and of a less capitalistic nature than our present fora of government^ 
however, this informant advised that Barnes did not advocate a government in 
conformity with Marxist principles nor a change in government by revolutionary means. 

In an interview with ?frs. Ogden Reid, then the publisher of the 
New York Herald Tribune, in January of 1942, lErs. Reid advised that Barnes was 
not a Communist, that he had never been associated with Communists or Communist- 
controlled organizations, that Barnes is an individual who thinks that this 
country in the future will continue a trend to the left. 

At the time that Barnes was interviewed by a representative of the 
Civil Service Commission, he advised that he had married Elizabeth Field, who was 
the £ owner wife Of Frederick Vanderbilt Field, on November 1, 1936. He advised 




t 
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that Frederick Vanderbilt Field 'was an officer of the American Peace Mobilization 
and was interested in the Friends of Soviet kussia, Barnes told the Civil Service 
Commission that he had never been a member of the Communist Party but that he was 
convinced of the need for cooperation between the Soviet Union, Great Britain 
and the United States, and that he had been sympathetic with the Spanish loyalist 
cause, that he did not believe that the loyalist Government in Spain was 
Communistic* 

Another confidential informant advised that Barnes always defended 
Communism and was never known to oppose any of the Communistic policies or 
beliefs in his dispatches from Moscow and he apologized for and defended the 
Soviet Government. The same informant advised that Barnes was so sympathetic 
with the Communists that he always followed the Communist Party line and this 
informant advised that Barnes would be loyal to the United States only so far 
as the United States Governments policies were continued in the interest of 
the Soviet Government. Another informant advised that Barnes was definitely 
a Communist, sympathizer. 

On June 1, 1942, copies of two Hatch Act reports together with 
five reports written as the results of our investigation and containing all 
of the information in the Bureau files concerning Barnes were forwarded to 
Yfrlliam J„ Donovan, Coordinator of Information, Washington, D. C* 

On September 11, 1942, Mr. Donovan advised that Barnes had transferred 
to the Office of Aar Information and as a result, copies of these seven reports 
were forwarded to Mb. Elmer Davis, Director of the Office of war Information. 

On December IS, 1942, Davis wrote the Bureau that he had received 
the copies of these reports of the investigation of Barnes and after having 
studied these reports it appeared to him that the overwhelming weight of 
evidence completely exonerated mr* Barnes ol the charges against ul»», that the 
Office of har Information had no reason whatsoever to doubt Mr. Barnes* loyalty 
to the United States, and that the identity of the informants giving unfavorable 
reports is in almost all cases confidential, and that he is unable to evaluate 
their evidence adequately but that he knew from his own knowledge that some 
of the statements that have been made are false and he has considerable reason 
to doubt some of the others. 

The Bureau*s files reflect that Barnes became Deputy Director of the 
Office of 7.ar Information and served with that agency until 1944* (76~136?7~4lA3, 

41, 42, 43, 47, 49} 

In the Spring of 1948, it was announced that Barnes together with 
Bartley C. Crum had taken over the New York City newspaper “P.M.** (nor/ known as 
the New York Sun) with the support of Marshall Field, III* 


•* 

L* t 
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II. (A) CHAMBERS* AIIEQATIODC ON K&T 13. 1942 

Under date of May 14, 1942, the Hew York Office submitted a letter 
setting forth the results of an interview conducted with 7/hittaker Chambers 
the previous date. This letter reflects that Whittaker Chambers advised, 
"Although this was only hearsay, Fred Field, then a Captain in the Naval 
Intelligence, was the center of another underground apparatus. 1 * According to 
Ahittaker Chambers, Field, his wife, his mother and Joseph Barnes, were the 
chief members oi* this apparatus. Chambers stated that he was told that a 
house on Central Park West, owned by one of the female Field’s, was supposed 
to have been the center for this particular underground movement. Whittaker 
Chambers said that Peters, head of the Communist underground movement, had told 
him this. (100-25824-22) 

11.(8) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


There was no separate investigation instituted in connection with 
the allegations made by Chambers on May 13, 1942, inasmuch as the Bureau was 
conducting an investigation of Barnes as the result of the complaint received 
in August of 1941. 

However, on March 27, 1943, a summary of the information appearing 
in the reports previously furnished Colonel william J, Donovan, Coordinator 
of Information, and the information obtained from Chambers on May 13, 1942, 
was prepared and on March 28, 1943, a copy was forwarded to Mr. Fred Lyon, 

State Department, and on August 23, 1943, a copy was sent to the Military 
Intelligence Service and on April 14, 1947, a copy was sent to the Central 
Intelligence Group* 

On May 13, 1943, a memorandum was sent to the Interdepartmental 
Committee on Employee Investigations containing the information furnished 
by Chambers on May 13, 1942, and enclosing seven reports previously mentioned. 
( 77 - 13677 - 43 , 46 ) 

III. (A) CHAMBERS* AELBGATIQNS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

A review of the Berle notes fails to reflect that Chambers furnished 
any information to Berle concerning Joseph Barnes, 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEQATIONB ON &Y 10. 1945 

Under date of June 26, 1945, the New York Office furnished the Bureau 
with the results of an interview with Whittaker Chambers conducted by A 0 ents of 
the New York Office on lay 10, 1945* This letter from the New York Office reflects 
that Whittaker Chambers stated that there was a marriage tie between Frederick 
Vanderbilt Field and Joseph Fels Barnes, and that Barnes had associated to some 
extent with Communist Party members but he was unable to state definitely that 
Barnes was or had ever been a member of the Communist Party. 

IV, (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCED 

Inasmuch as the allegations made by. Chambers on Fay 10, 1945, were in 
accord with information previously developed^soi^ism^w, no active investigation 







was conducted in connection -with these allegations j however, the Bureau, since 
the internal security investigation tvas instituted in August of 1941, continued 
to obtain information concerning Barnes. 

During February of 1944-, the San Francisco Office advised that 
Professor J. Robert Opperiheimer, atomic energy scientist, named Haakon if. 

Chevalier as the individual who had contacted three employees of the Radiation 
laboratory at the University of California for restricted information on behalf 
of George Charles lltenion, who in turn was to deliver this information to 
an official of the dan Francisco Consulate of the UdbR. Chevalier contacted 
Joseph Barnes in Nefw fork during February of 1944, apparently in connection 
with his efforts to secure employment in some Government agency. (16O~2035<fL-164-7) 

Paul Massing, a former Communist espionage agent and husband of 
Heidi Massing, also a Goviet agent from 1931 to 1937, advised that he knew Barnes 
when Barnes was Moscow correspondent of the New York Herald Tribune. Barnes 
seemed to have outstanding contacts in Moscow and to enjoy privileges usually 
denied the average correspondent, Massing stated that he saw Barnes in Moscow 
playing tennis on theNKVD courts where Missing himself played with Vassili 
Zubilin. (65-9940-30) 

It is noted that at the time Joseph Barnes applied for a job with the 
Foreign Economic Administration he listed as a character reference Herman Habicht. 
It is noted that Habicht was a contact of Vassili aubilin, who was at one time 
secretary of Idle Russian Embassy in Washington and reportedly the head of 
personnel of the jtKVL. (10b-2035bl-3702, pa & e 341) 

In the report of Special Agent william A. Eranigan in the case 
entitled "Comintern Apparatus - Internal Security - R" dated August X / ;> t’9'5, 
the name and address of Joseph Barnes are set out which appear on in the 
address book of George Henri anton Ivens along with the name of Harry Freeman, 
who is a brother of Joe Freeman, a contact of Vassili Zubilin. Ivens is 
described in the report as a revolutionary Communist. It was also stated that 
daring the months prior to August of 1945 > Joseph Barnes had been in touch with 
Max Xergen, Louise Bransten, Joseph North and Gteva Fisher, all known Communists 
and of interest in the Comrap investigation. (10U-2035B1-4723, page 13d) 

The name and address of Joseph Barnes was found in the effects of 
Ursula Wasserman, a subject in the Gregory case* (65-56402-758) 
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He* m BQSKWf, *ttfc 

m w*'K, m. 3K0HT, 
mi .‘ALL# CUkM.IT 
40BH UKAf'M, 4088 a* 3RACM, 
a* if* .*ABAT»! 






MMLMM 


A revise of the Surma file concerning ifcx Bedacht 
reflects tbit lnvestlgatiaa of his mtivities mat first instituted 
In the year 1919 and has been continuous to date* Daring the 
period 2927 t» 1941# the illt indioatee very Util# inrntlgAtiv* 
mtivity* Hue Sedeeht ms hem la Oermoy on October 13# 1883# 
mat to the United *'tates is 1908, and ms SKturtlistd in Superior 
Court of Sm Jrsueisoe# California# Is April# 1915* la testifying 
before the peeial Cerndties m trn«A»*riean jsetivitia* on October 15# 
1939# he state-* that he had been e amber of the Ctssranlst Party in 
the ini ted States since the ?hrty*e inception! that he me a masher 
of the ifclional comlttet of the Cewsmiat JUrtyj end that he has 
been the executive eecretaiy of the International Iforkere Order (IWO) 
since 1933* 

(10C-1S83CW5) 

3edi kH has hem very active in Cornualsi Party mrfc la 
the United States# and ms reported by * confidential informal 
as having; voted ss an intermdiaiy for the 0* !** % This infer** 
nation me distributed to Off! and 4-3 under date of novesdwr 4#. 

1943* 

(300438304.9) 

Bedaobt. has been active in or associated with ntusorous 
Ooirjjunist Party organisations# has contributed any articles to 
the ‘'Bally ■%**«•*# and is considered a Comudst Party key figure* 
(100-58830-37) 


«■ g& i^uauaa 

On hay 23# 2943# hitiaker Caaabera sad# m allegation* 

conoeming ‘Ice Bedacht* 



:,eas6 
■ tjandy. 


HI* 


She notes of Hr* A* A* Boris aade available in dune# 2943# 
which contained inf carnation furnished by Whittaker Gbmfcers to Hr* 
Boris, refleeted no allegations concerning mac Bedaeht* 
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ruder d»t« of *furfc 26* 3$4S# tot to* Trark cffico 
furoiifcftd toft result* of m iators&ow wtto 'StitUkor Chinbor* 
on Mgr 10* 1945# on pkg* 2 of *ich Hit follentog SMtanmttSm 
mm rofltctodi 


ihitlUfcftr C&sabero 3 r#X*ttd tout to sfcotst 1931 
hm bmwm editor of tot *to» Wmm&t*# ood ifeout 
« year later L* wot called into tot offices of 
law Sftdn&tji tot (^NMMwLat Iwty htedqtttrtora 
in low lark City* He stated tost Cedacht told 
Jaia let bad * %aat* ftssigneent tdtok tenld r#quir* 
a groat deft! of discretion and gw* Mo overal^t 
to think it over* da Ike oast day* toittofcer 
Chiitoers ftgreftd to mxr? cut this patgBKcnt* 
toittolaer mpfrers feinted oat toot »t no ttm 
did aoditot taqtfifo to Ms* toe nature of t! * vede 
he iia» to be ghmt bat toprfttted open hi» lift 
fteriew and confidenfeial natuwt# on tot second 
ttftfttiog Kith BwSseht# uUlttftkar Chaober?’ mm 
introduced to n son known ooty to Mu C’ahittoksr 
Qwuabers) by tot nano of Arthur* ehich introduction 
oooorrsd to « Utk Strtofc ctouay otstton to 
to* Xork City* Mwtot ftdeenlsbftd Whltt*k«r 
Chwtoftrs to do utotowr Arthur told kto* it mm* 
Arthur aka cubseqnestly iMravoeed tt # 1 ? 
fihftiitHryy %& & ytawft to is* rtf nr ©£ n©4#** ©fa© mi 

iditttoftd by idsittektr CMmkps an * twmr 
toftftftarftp of the Ihnypertoa Cowwairt wewjt^pr 
*i;j[ Ktor*® (phoafttift)* m& ul*o kM alto pybltotawl 
xmtmw urUoltft on CceasadLs® wader the «*«*• of 
«l* Petora 

(100-35024*36* Jfcge* 2 »wS 3) 


^ (a)* 


Tuleon__ 

Glavm 
Ladd “ 


Nicriols - 
Roeon ” 


Tracy_ 

Egan_ 

uurrea_ 

ii&T't 3_ 

Mohr 


PenalngtonT 
Quinn Tama 

Tale, Rccra_I 

lit. Neaae_ 

Mist ^anay_ 


In view of tb« ooi rt inaiist astor* of ttm irwestigetton 
concerning iftac 3*d»cht, to# infometion furnished by toittsker 
Chiftkwrn eonctmtog activity *Mch took ptoo* to ifcont to* y«»r 
1931 provoked no additions! imresUgstiv# ftffort. Iirwatigfttiont 
fttomiqusiit to kiy 10* 1945# r«flact t.wt according to the record# 
of to* Unitod Stoto# tistrict Court, feutowm Littrict of mm Xoafk* 
to th« efts* tatislftd w\ c« vs* Bsrl 3ro«d#r - torld Touriftt*# Inc*’ 
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to toscht testified that he had know* tosder since 

<w* 1921 and hsd own to tm to streets of Vtaem in 1931 wad 

1933 uadi* he (torchi) m in Moscow* 

Jkawr&m to a confidential iafcwssnt# Bedecfat nes 
wwrtftd frm to position of gumnSL secretary of the X« *# r?« 
during 1947 m * result of c dispute over to K&fcional droop 
loHey of to organisation* 
aoo-48«3CKJ5) 

A confidential infortAat to advised under dots of 
August 9# 194®# tot to Bedacht «u unseated sc a delegate to 
to state oowrsntion of to to Jsrsay Cototot larty for to 
reason tot ho allegedly flalsixitd his position in to tocer 
Courier# to J#r»ey, contention in onto to be elected • state 
eomnto delegate# 

000^00-40} 

AH pertinent report* cenoertog to Beeteefet haw 
ton for««rd*d to to Hvision of Ston’d** 

O0O~3£3#W31) 


Mr, ToIson_ 

Ur. Cleg?_ 

Mr. Glavl n 
Ur. Lad d 
Mr. Nichol s 

Mr, Roeen_ 

Ur. Tracy__ 

Air. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Ur. nurbo__ 

Mr. Mohr__ 

Mr. PennTrlgTofr 
Mr, Quinn Tairar. 

Tele. Pscca_^ 

Mr. Nease_ 

lAisr Gandy__ 
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ALEXANDER EtWl.Wf, with aliases 
Ralph V. Bams, Uaoher Bittelmaohar, 
Alsx Bittelman, Alexander Mttelmann, 
Alex Bittleman, Alexander Bittleman, 
Alexander RLttleaann, Nathan William 
Kweii, Isadore Spilberg,- 
"Ralph", "Raphael", *R», Alexander 
Raphael 


I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR 70 Q1ALTERS* AHEGATIOKS 

3!he Bureau’s main file concerning Alexander Bittelaan, reflects that 
active investigation of his activities was begun In 19hl and has continued to 
date* 


Bittelaan was bom January 15?, 1690, at Berdlcher, Kiev, Russia, and 
entered the Tfaited States at the Port of New fork on January 2, 1912, aboard the 
SS Taderland. He filed a Declaration of Intention to become a United States 
citizen in 1935, but he has taken no further action in this regard up to the 
present time# In 19li3, he advised his Selective Service Board that he wa* not 
a citizen of any country and that he possessed Alien Registration No, 528 93k6, 

He has been employed as the General Secretary of the Morning Freiheit Association, 
p 0 last 13th Street, New fork City, and has served as a menfcer of the Editorial 
Board of "Jewish life" and "Political Affairs". He has been active in the 
Communist Party since 1921, according to the "New fork Tines", and, according 
to William 2. Foster, National Chairman of the Communist Party, USA, Bittelman 
has been active in the Communist Party since 1922, He is known as one of the 
theoreticians and dialecticians of the Communist Party, has contributed 
frequently to many Communist Party publications, has been the author of numerous 
pamphlets and books setting forth the political theory of Communism, and is a 
member of the National Committee of the Communist Party, USA* (100-57691-12 and 72} 

II* CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS OK NAT 13. I9k2 

On interview on Kay 13, 19h2 $ Whittaker Chambers made no allegation* 
concerning Alexander Bittelaan, 


III* CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BEft&B NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 19h3 

, _ In An*, 19^3, Mr. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, mad# 

1 “avai lable to the Bureau original notes which he had made at the time Whittaker 


, Tolson 
, E. A. T 
, Clegg 

• rne hoi s vharo berg furnished him information, in 1939 concerning the underground Communist 
: 3p3jup in Washington, D. 0* These notes contained no allegations concerning 

; Esa n ea A l ex ander Bittelman. 

! Harbo,_ 

, Kohr 


I Penningto n 

ie?k™ mZZ - 

B3 t Qand y- 

— f* 
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xv# (a) aiAi.sr.Rs* altegaxions m rm 10* 191+5 

Under date of June 26, 191+5* the Hew York Office furnished the 
results of an interview with Whittaker Chambers on Pay 10, I 9 I+ 5 , on page two 
of which the following is reflected! 

Chambers related that in 1926 he- was made Editor of the ’•Sally 
■orker", which position he held until 1929 when he broke with the Party* He 
gave as his reason for breaking with the. Party that he was disgusted with the 
strong-arm tactics of the Stalinist group which came into poser as a result 
of tho split with Jay Lovestone* He pointed out that *Browder, Bittelman, 
and Poster in their fight to consolidate and control the Party instituted one 
of the worst minor reigns of terror , * * J As a result of this he (Whittaker 
Chambers) had resigned his Editorship and quit the Party* (100-25821+-36) 

IV#- (B) IKVnsyiGAytON CONDUCTED 


In view of the fact that as of 191*5 the Bureau’s investigation 
concerning Alexander Bittelman was then extensive, the information furnished 
by Whittaker Chambers did not constitute any contribution of information that ' 
had not already been obtained* It is also noted that the information, furnished 
by Chambers pertaining to Bitteiman related to events which occurred in 1929 and 
did not in ary way connect Bittelman with any Communist group operating within 
the Government Airing the fctr e that he (Chambers) was a member of tire underground, 
and in view of the fact that the Information furnished lr/ Chambers was already in 
the possession of the Bureau, no active investigation was conducted concerning 
this allegation. 

In the report of Special Agent James J* McCarthy dated December l+, 191+7, 
at Hew fork, Hew fork, in the case entitled, ’’Alexander Bittelman, wasj Internal 
Security - C”, the information concerning the split in the Communist Party in 
1929 S3 appeared in the "New York Uses* issue of July 5* 1929, and which is 
the same information furnished by Chambers, was Set out* A copy of this 
report was forwarded to the Division of Records on January 6, 191+8, and a copy 
was sent to the Immigration and Naturalisation, Service on January 6, 191+8* 

(XOO-5769I-87) 

The subject is presently free on bond as a result of deportation 
proceedings instituted by the Immigration and Naturalisation Service* Since his 
arrest by the Inmigration and Naturalisation Service for deportation proceedings 
on January l‘% 191+8, considerable activities have taken place within the Communist 
Party to bar his deportation. 
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Considerable Information bar? teen obtained by the Bureau concerning 
the Steps being taken by members of the Commiet Party to prevent deportation 
of the subject, and tills information has been furnished by the Bureau to the 
Immigration and Naturalisation Service and to the Criminal division of the 
Department of Justice* (100~£7£91*'l2b and 125*) 


?' *T 
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RALPH BGwMAM, Was 
Rudolph Blum} Baddy Blum; 
Bady Baker 


X. ZHVliS^IC-AflON PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLKGATIOHS 

The first information appearing in tile Bureau.* s files concerning this 
individual is a reference to Budolph Blum. This is in letter dated April 6, 1918, 
which furnished to the U. S. Attorney in Pittsburgh a summary of Blum 1 # activity 
in the IWto. Blum at that time was in jail as a draft dodger for refusing to 
enter the Army. Later a search of Blum*s home in January, 1920, reflected a 
membership card in the Communist Party of America. Active investigation of Bowman 
was again instituted in 1943, following the receipt of information that one H A1" 
was the head of the East Coast section of an underground Communist Espionage 
Organization. Al was subsequently identified as Ralph Bowman who had used the 
name of Rudy Baker and whose true name was Rudolph Blum. The investigation of 
Bowman thereafter reflected that he bad been trained in the Lenin School from 1928 
to 1930 and had thereafter served as a Comintern Representative in the Par East 
possibly in Korea. During the 1930’s Bowman using the name of Rudy Baker was an 
important figure in the Communist Party, USA, attending Rational Committee meetings 
up until about 1939 at which time he apparently went underground. 100-258543-125 

Bowman's whereabouts at the present time are unknown inasmuch as in 
July of 1948 he disappeared from Hew York City. His wife left the United States 
from Hew York City on the Yugoslav Ship, SS Badnik, on August 18, 1948. She was 
going to Hungary at that time and it is surmised that she will join her husband in 
the Balkans. 100-258543-140, 149, 150 

n • u> mmmi mmmm or. mat 13, ,1942 

Chambers stated that Rudolph Baker was a Communist Party organizer in 
Michigan at one time and was once either a Comintern Agent or an OGIiJ Agent in 
Korea. According to Chambers, Baker was still active in Party circles in 1942. 
Chambers revealed that an investigation of Baker would probably lead to "better 
things". 

II. ( B ) IHVSUTICAflUh CONDUCTED 

Ho active investigation of Baker was conducted based on the May 13, 1942 
interview with Chambers. 

III. (A) OhAhBERo* AILKSA'HOHS Itf BiMLfi MOTES OBTAINED IK J0KB. 1943 

There is no information concerning this matter in Berle notes. 

XV. (A) CHAMB EaS* ALLMS-AflOHS OH MY 10. 1945 

Chambers* advised that he had no knowledge of Baker's activities as an 
organizer in the Hew York area and that all that he knew concerning Baker was that 
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Articles in liberal newspaper# and magazine* referred to him as a Communist 
Party organizer In Detroit in the late twenties. He recalled that peters told him 
Baker had been a Comintern Agent In Korea and made the remard #Budy Baker is in 
the business of exporting dried cuttle fish in Korea*. He stated that he does 
not recall ever having seen Baker but knows peters referred to him as a #little 
guy* and from this he assumed him to be small in stature. Chambers was unable to 
identify a photograph of Balph Bowman who is known to be identical' with Baker 
when it was shown to him. 


iv. (b) iairssmAfi’,a co^cibd 

While the information from Chambers was of interest concerning Bowman 
and was accurate insofar as was known from the investigation, we did not conduct 
additional investigation based on Chambers* information and we already were 
conducting an extremely active investigation of Bowman which Included all of the 
ramifications of Bowman* s Communist and Espionage activity. 


u I 
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JEASL RUSSELL BROWDER, WAS. GBOBGB MORRIS, 
'NICHOLAS P02B8BM80. £M£StS HARRY RICHARDS 


I - INVESTIGATION BHXQR ‘JO WHITTAKER CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS. 

Browder ha# been a member of the Communist Party since 1919* the 
date of the formation of the Communist Party in the USA. Extensive investi¬ 
gation has been conducted by the Bureau, with regard to Browder*s activities 
in the Communist Party since 1921. Browder was sentenced on January 22* 1940* 
to four years in the federal penitentiary and fined $2000 for unlawful use of 
a passport obtained by false statements. On May 16, 1942, the sentence was 
commuted by president Roosevelt. At the time of his incarceration and again 
after his release, Browder was Executive Secretary of the Communist Party of 
the USA. He has, on occasions, been granted personal Interviews by Joseph 
Stalin. In 1945, Browder was banned from the Communist party but recent in¬ 
formation indicates that he may be on his return to power in the Communist 
Party, UsA. {40—3798—243, 525} 


II (A) - CHAftBERo 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAT 13, 1942. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on May 
13, 1942, at which time he indicated that the QGPU operated in the United 
States under the supervision of one Charles Blrba rather than under the super¬ 
vision of Earl Browder. (100-25824-22) 


11 ( -») — isi'ii uJOi'luATXuw UUitUUU'fTB. 

No specific Investigation concerning Browder was made as a result 
of the above allegation. The active investigation of Browder continued. 
(40-3798) 


III (A) - CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IB BHBLH NOSES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943. 

There is no reference to Browder in the Berle notes, copies of which 
were furnished the Bureau in June, 1943. 


I? (A) - CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945. 

Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on 
Kay 10, 1945, at which time he pointed out that Browder, Bittleman, and 


> 
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thoir t« •Mawlldfct* ih# fedrigr* ih*fci3iK®d oat of s&o «ewt 
abac* reifjase? sos-rer the.*. law* over Jansen mnd cJwfc a# * r«*ult of sht 
*1smp»* CbfcHtew* Sadi«*t»4 iftM* Imp h*4 retimed hi* «aiswr*h% of tftm ttfclly 
sartor *n<i *joit tho Sommiti* Verts'# 


It# *dfi**d th*t frm&sc v%* umts to £fc» * sjc 'ienis and that Jirasder 
o*rri#tS with W*t mmrmm. two* tomSMi&m MU*# fheatbep* ixviim%&Z tJ*b 
#ith«p In eoftUen Of Mm***!*:# Chi***# %Wfd«r fjtf&w#* tocotiM-p #?***«& well 
known Co£«oini«t loader* for * ownoatloa# Chtsjbur# edrioed thftfc Chinee# 
Felloe mwmmdoA the meeting p\tm *®J »rr«*i»iI «&£ of tta** $rrn**&m 
(iOC^^Mv-56) 


I? (B) » UT^n^m^ CWSIWflt?* 

Bo epooifift wr# conducted with **s££rd s*ft ih* &oov*o 

allegation** fhe e*t»i** iowttlreeiea ©■•apsrsdag srowler mo* oonslanad 
«.o 4 Ml i»?ermfci*« perteininr so feS* In tt» Coosttist isrfcgr 

*#r« obtained# Gepie# of gerttsMS report# la &U laveotit^ion few been 
ftrnietwKl «e the of 3a*t»# Off So* of Vmw& XatrititiMpase* Snteiltreno# 

l^patrteMPnt of the *iwsjf# *ad to the Bivioion of fteoord*# mb^$) 

Information regarding Browder•» activities in the Par Sast already 
appeared in the Bureau*s files in more detailed form than Chambers was able 
to furnish. 
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syrx* SSL* flK*;T»SP* 

?' M3ri» 5St\VT;]3r* SLiXSS'jf* 9&Ja2i&l§?* 
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I i xsts#: .£TX mi* ** ms? 'cr~.s*n* 


-■^* * 


„ „ &*•** *** 3***® m **&***** l»*taf&£*fcioH. omduotad with regard to 

Mr*. SwJ, WmtSmt# %wSm& the oourt# of the iavtahi£*sica of i?ar hothead* 
RuseeXI Breeder# oeneidershi# 3Ww»tii(» h^$. oea* to the *ts*ntioi} of 
the Bariwts froa oonfldeatlsX and mUzttim eeureae indicting ia** ia*#» Ereader 
**» * high tvm&tmry of she Cowem!** fariy* Sh« **# oheerred in 
*t the *ft feweo*# VmwU in tt» early X<$0»t« ' 


f?ht I* eftid to hare boon * practising sstaraejf in Kneel* end to 
imm hsXd * mmm&tmim in the *«d Awfi O&-873-0) Sb* i* *n«f*©d to h**# 
Inhoi ft 3*fee inSt»«3ft prior toh^^nU Uo <^SmSifOm 
£ n ££\* f fch f ****** ****** *"4 ft asshe* of she CetmmS*% ***rty In Sotcln* 
(39-&78-X t»X3) w*s* %m*# r l m mt*»& m *Hsm $&wms»t* at the 
barker JtaiXdlng end in o o w a e e fcloa with her dude* there* tai n taln ed tagelsr 
©mo» hours tatty* She X* »XXegea to bum held lamwrouft MMhinpt in h«r 
mm** no the UftlJjr ho***r# ft* sfeioh tie* tarim* intsraetieee **r# i*ew*d 
which *XX p?mm& stayed* X* i* **id on* *r»* Browder its** m* effeosiw 

wfc den hot* Jitatet* r*rl Breeder* km* Brower i» known 

to tare attended closed mmm&t -of the centre! tomtom of the Ceeraiisfe 
fnr^r, m ** $5 Ss«t l£*fc Street# taw X*t* City, She tae taen intnriueed 
*« verta* Co nr»«lo t fsrtgr nettings m *Cme*a* Xrem Br«s^«r w * It m a«o 
»Uog^ shot the i*Ujr forlwr staff roeordedi Mrs* UToedbr ns * Sd^wr authority 
than hor hwst«nd* It *** Oi» *tated that 5?rs* BroeSw one ft perscnaa friend 
of *rotN$h Stalin ftrai wss nottally ft In %93& m ytm m Hrowtuir 

^ her efftw on the ninth fleer of th# Ce**m\*% r*?t# H«od<)u«rtars # ^ east 
32th stre«t # H«w Torh Cit/s lotatwd m, she mm ptem m the offios* of the 
other Contarftl Coswititee neninni of the Cetaancdet forty* 0S^TO<«^} ire* 
**Ogjm« » epeelter *t tae 3Ne T«* Smt» Coaaanie t farter Conrontloa on 
trt ** ■ In mms* nf W9 0 ft oenfldestiftl iafortand 

.. Jl' - X--. _JS- » 1 ... 1 


b7D 


Jnmielied eepls* of reports ehish he hod preperee retatu^ to the 


fentfe Aasewel Cmmmutim, mi Use Cmmm&mM forty of CS&* It mo et&ted in she 
repert that the Centefti Ctawittae ef the fcrnsniet forty tad# soXeettetai of 
Coasittee otHmm* &** BrmAe* mm listed therein «• Seeretary# &0*2a?3>l> 


il (i) ^ r jf mt |5* 15^* 

•t* -«i« Ctukabers tat intarrlewed t»y Agenm Of the lew torfc Off Joe on Kay 

»• X5^e ft« ’efei^ tine he indioacedt ihet BtrX Breeder did not hendle «s«p*ta 
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ii (u> *- Xumtmusi on cohhjcinb. 

Ho specific investigation was made to prove or disprove the above 
allegations. Information available to the Bureau at that time indicated, 
that Mrs. Browder was at one time a member of the OGPC and a member of the 
Communist Party. She active and extensive investigation conducted with re¬ 
gard to Mrs. Browder*s husband, Bari, revealed considerable information per¬ 
taining to Mrs. Browder and her activities in the Communist Party. 

(40-58735; 39-878; 100-2878) 

III (A) - ClIAKBiidO* AH.SGATXOHS U B&&E BOXES OBTAINED IS JUES, 1943, 

Xhere is no reference to Mrs. Browder in the Berle notes, copies of 
which were made available to the Bureau in June, 1943. 


IV (A) - CHAMBBiiS* ALLEGATIONS OH MAY 10, 1945. 

Whittaker Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the Hew York 
Field Office on May 10, 1945, and during this interview he furnished no in¬ 
formation relative to Mrs. Browder. (100-25824-36) 


IV (B) - INVESTIGATION C0N2UCTBD. 

No investigation was conducted with regard to Mrs. Browder, however, 
considerable information is being obtained from time to time in connection 
with the active investigation of her husband. Information regarding mrs. 
Browder was disseminated to the Department of State by summary memorandum 
dated May 37, 1944, and to the Immigration and Naturalization Service by 
summary memorandum dated September 11, 1946. (40-58735-1; 40-58735) 
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MARGATE BEO.-DBU 

Also known as 

Ur St Harrison Georgs 


1. UWL TIG'.TION PRIOR TO CD/JZi.Ay>> ALIEG4II0KS 

The files of the Bureau reflect that information indicating that 
Margaret Browder was one of 17. G. Krivitsky*s assistants in Soviet intelligence 
work was obtained prior to the initial Interview with V.hittaker Chambers al¬ 
though no individual investigation was initiated concerning her. (65-2839-1X2) 

II (A), AT,r.BGATlC!r W **AY 13. 1942 

During the interview with Chambers on May 13* 1942, by Agents 
of the New York Office, Chambers stated that Harrison George, Browder*s 
brother-in-law, might be of interest. George married Margaret Browder, 
who was one of Krivitsky* s assistants in Paris. (100-25824-22) 


ii (3). iyTiOAxirri nospACTBU 

The files fail to reflect that any investigation was initiated 
as a result of Chambers' falleyations, since no data showed she was here* 

III. CHAlfBBlxT* ALLBGATIOM r Vi &A3.B SOfB OBYAIHBD 3K JUN,,, 1943 

Margaret Browder was not mentioned in the Berle notes* 

I? (A). CHAMBBRT,* ALLEGATIONS OH 1-A.Y 10. 1945 

Margaret Browder was not mentioned during the Interview with 
Chambers on May 10, 1945* 


IV (B). IHV.BTIGATIOH COhAiliOTBO 

Investigation was initiated on March 13, 1944* on one Jean 
Montgomery, who appeared as a suspect in the Alto Case, Inasmuch as it 
was known that Jean Montgomery was an alias formerly utilized by Margaret 
Browder, an investigation was instituted to ascertain if the Jean Montgomery 
in the Alto Case was identical with Margaret Browder. It was determined 
that the two were not identical, but investigation was conducted to attempt 
to locate Margaret Browder in the United States, inasmuch as information 
had been received indicating that she had returned to this country. She 
was finally located in New York in September, 1946, at which time she was 
utilizing the name Ann Meadows. The investigation is still in a pending status 
i£: n°B gg n gTTirt copies of pertinent reports were furnished to the Division of Redords on 

(100*!>2‘37o45) 
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I* iKvr^rn Tin: pic to -.iiiTiVEi: cn.TT^s 1 ;iLi.c'Tiers, 


V;wlter G* Krivitsky, the former Chief of Co. lot ’ ilitar;. Intelligence 
for Western Europe, indicated to the Dies Committee in 1939 th :t an individual by 
the name of Borris Bykov was in clvr.te of Co-let Military Intelligence in the United 
States from 1936 to 1939, investigation was conducted by the Bureau in an attempt 
to identify this individual, but the in.eatigition was negative. E tensive in' esti- 
gation ws conducted vith regard to this individual ’mill liover oer, 19^6, but no 
identification was effected* (100-287685) 


II, (A) (-HliBERC* ALBUG^ICr; k DE OC " Y 13, 191&. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the Hew York Office on T 'ay 13, 
19ii2, at which time he stated that Boris Bykov was alleged to be a member of the 
CGP by General ’Colter G. Krivitsky. Krivitsky indicated that Bykov was his 
assistant during the time he was stationed in Italy* (10Q-2582U—22) 


ii, (b) conducted 

Extensive investigation was conducted by the Bureau to identify this 
individual with negative results* 

HI* (A) CH PBBES*. ’'LLrG IIONS 1H BSRIB NOTES OBT IHED IH JURE, 19143* 

There is no reference to Bykov in tl<e Berio notes, copies of "idch 
were furnished the Bureau in June, 19^3* 

IV* (4) Oil 'TlBBP.fi* AUCTION CH BAY 10, 1916* 

Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the Hew York Field Office 
on Bey 10, 19it5, at which time he advised that another person whom he had met rhile 
in the company of Peter (last n">me unknown) was one Boris Bykov* i ivised that 
General 'Walter G. Krivitsky later identified Bykov to him as Colonel Boris Bykoff 
who w*>s sent to the United States to head the OGPU activities. Chambers described 
Boris Bykoff as a short, red-headed Russian* (100-25821^36) 


XU* (:>) ir/BGTlGmON CONDliCTED* 

Extensive investigation was conducted in an attempt to identify this 
individual but same left met with negative results. Copies of pertinent investiga¬ 
tive reports relating to this investigation were furnished to the Intelligence 
Department of the Army. (100-287685-7, 8* 3-5* 17»19>20,26,27) 
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SAMUEL CfJiP, was. 

Cam Carp, Isa;.' Karponsky 


i mjmmjimi prior •jo chambers* allegations 


An Investigation of Samuel Carp was instituted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on July 29, 1940, on the basis of a report that Garp 
was endeavoring to send $5,QUO to Russia, and that Carp had a sister who 
was married to Yyachesloff Molotov, the Soviet Foreign Minister* 

Carp was born at Takaturra, Russia, on March 30 , 1888* He 
arrived in the United States at Baltimore, Maryland, on February 16, 1911, 
and was naturalised as a United States’citizen at Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
on February 7, 1917* He started business as a house painter and subsequently 
engaged, in the junk business. Thereafter, he became successful in promoting 
various activities in Bridgeport, Connecticut, dealing particularly in 
gasoline, fuel oil, and real estate* He reportedly, in 1936, organized the 
Carp Export and Import Company of Heir Tork to arrange for exports to Russia 
from this country. He allegedly received instructions from the Russian 
Government to purchase battleships in the United States. He was reported to 
have spent $100,000 in an effort to secure contracts in this regard. Carp 
testified on one occasion that he had paid Scott Ferris, a former Congress¬ 
man and Democratic National Committee member from Oklahoma, 032,000 in 
Soviet funds in order to get assistance in making purchases for the Russian 
Government in the United States. Carp r s attempts in this regard were fruit¬ 
less. Carp testified before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
in. 1939, and before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1Q/5, 
with considerable resulting publicity based upon his relationship to Molotov, 
and his attempts to purchase battleships in the United States* The results 
of investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reflected in in¬ 
vestigative reports, were referred to the Criminal Division, Department of 
Justice, on September 24, 1946, with a request for instructions as to what 
further Investigation was warranted. The Criminal Division replied on October 
17, 1946, to the effect that they had no specific request for any particular 
action, but that they desired to be kept advised of any new information con¬ 
cerning Carp. (100-5193-1, 42, 43, 44) 

II (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS OH MAY 13, 1942 

Ho information was received from Chambers on this occasion. 

HI (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IK BELLE NtfBS OBTAIN'D III JUKE, 1943 

Mr. L. A. 7 an r. r-.m-.r.-u—r-^mn-r . -. 1 - 1 - i.-r-..n-r-- . ""**’*" --'--r.--. " 1 i i l ; 

. The copy of the original notes taken by Mr. A. A. Berle, Assistant 

Secretary of State, received by the Bureau in June of 1943, contained the 
Ik ifes——.following notations 

Mr* Ilur: 0 

Mr. ” v «fcr_~ 

Mr. ~ -'ti 

Mr. viiv, v-rr" 

Vfcle • ^0 
Mr. ::«e.e “ 
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RCK2RT COE, WA. 
SOB CCS 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO ftHITTARSR CHAMBERS* ALISGATIOKS. 

None. 

®u (a) MsyMK made .on to b. .1^ • 

During interview with Agents of the New York Office on May 3.3* 1942* 
Chafers jaade no mention of Robert Coe. (X0G-25624-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

None. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS* AffiEGATICKS XN^fl®. .HOPES OBTAINED IN JOKE. 1943. 

The Berle note** copies of which were furnished the Bureau in June* 

1943* refer to Bob Coe* brother of Frank Coe as being in “Comjaunist Party* a Foreign 
Bureau.” 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

None* insufficient data furnished. 

iv. (A) chambers* aiiegations ok may io. ms. 

Chambers advised Agent* of the New York Office on May 10* 1945* that 
Robert Coe was certainly a Communist Party member and that he had seen Robert in 
association with member# of the underground group. Chambers advised that it was 
his understanding that Robert belonged to one of the email units of the Washington 
Underground, (100-25624-36) 

(B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation has been conducted with regard to this individual. 

A review of the files of the Bureau fail# to reveal that Virginias Frank Coe has a 
brother by the name of Robert Coe. This file review has failed to Identify the 
above referenced Robert Coe, File# of the Bureau reveal that one Charles Joseph 
Coe, with aliases Charles *J. Coe* Bob Coe* was investigated by the Bureau in 
November* 1944, at which time it was ascertained that he was the editor of “Facts 
For Farmer#”* a pamphlet published by Farm Research* Incorporated, New, York City. 
Information obtained during this investigation indicated that the publication “Facta 
For Farmers” followed the Communist Party line and the Farm Research* Incorporated 
was alleged to be a Communist front organisation. (100-333343-3) 

EEC : rcvsrb 


V 
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fh* files alao reveal that as o t Decenher 2, 1942* one iiobert Coe was 
Second Secretary of the jiaherican Embassy stationed In London, England. It is 
not known whether either of the above two individuals is identical with Robert Coe 
mentioned by Chambers* (62-64427-449) 
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irmoars nmi m, also ktw m ** 

FRANK COS 


M chambers* aebgatm^ 

2h October, 1940, the Advisory Ceemlssioa to the Council of National 
befenee referred a list of names of their employees to this Bureau for investi¬ 
gation. No allegations ware made concerning the various employees. Included 
m this list was the name Virginias Frank Coe. The Washington Field Office 
ascertained prior to investigation that Coe had resigned his position with the 
Commission and returned to his former position with the 0. C. Treasury Depart¬ 
ment, No investigation was undertaken. (62-60175-2) 

**♦ m ; ag 13.1942 

At the time Chamber* was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office 
on May 13, 1942, no mention was made of Virginia* Frank Coe* 

11. £»} INVBSTBATICai CONDUCTED 

Hone* 

m * M ULimmom IN srrlp .som obtained IN JUKF, 194^ 

The Berle notes, copies of which were furnished the Bureau in June, 
1943, refer to Frank Coe ay a brother of Sell Coe who was in the K Cr*s ’Foreign 
Bureau’. rt Frank u o« alleged to be attending McOill University, Montreal* 
Quebec, Canada. (100-25824-27) 

m * <»> mYI3?mTI0K COMUCTOI 

None. Frank Coe alleged to be in Canada* 

3V. (A) ggAMBBRS* AIEEGATIO& ON MAY 10, 1945 


Chambers advised Agents of the New York Office on May 10, 1945, 
that Frank Coe and his brother, Robert Coe, had been mentioned by him to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Department of State. Chambers stated that Robert 
was certainly a Communist Party member and that he had seen Kobart associate 
with members of the underground group. Chambers said he had been advised 
|lO^-25^4^|' 3 ' 01tJSe ^ t0 ° ne ° f t5le of the Washington Underground. 


ERCtrcvtrb 
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»« 00 flWKSTlGATloH CjUMbUOtbP 

No investigation was conducted as a remit of the above allega¬ 
tions made by Chambers* Investigation ms conducted, however, in connection 
with the Gregory case, and the following is a brief summary of the Informa¬ 
tion available concerning Coe* He has admitted being friendly with lauchlin 
Currie* (65-56402-1655) during a physical surveillance conducted on Currie, 
it was ascertained that Coe had dinner with Currie on January S, 1946. 

Currie was allegedly a member of the Gilvenaaster group. (65-56402-466) 
Investigation also disclosed that Coe was closely associated with Irving 
Kaplan, the Bllvermaeters, Harry Dexter White, George Silverman, Harry Magdoff 
Allen dosenberg, and William Indwig Ullman* When interviewed by Agents of the 
Bureau on May 29, 1947, he advised that he was sot closely associated with 
the Silver/nasters but only met then occasionaly while traveling in Economic 
Circles”* (65-56402-2530) When Co# testified before the House Committee on 
Un-Ajasrican Activities on August 13, 1948, he denied being a part of the 
“Silvermasier fting M « By letter dated February 25, 1946, a summary memorandum 
entitled H Underground Soviet Espionage Organisation (HKVD) in Agencies of the 
United States Government” dated February 21, 1946, wherein information was 
contained with regard to Coe, was mads available to Brigadier General Harry 
B. Vaughn, Military Aide to th<* President* (65-56402-573) % memorandum 
dated February 23, 1946, entitled ^Underground Soviet Espionage Organisation 
(NKVD) in Agencies of the United States Government” dated February 21, 1946, 
tfao same information concerning Coe was furnished to the Attorney General* 
{65-56402-490) By memorandum dated February 25, 1946, the same summary of 
infomation was furnished to the uecretary of the Department of the treasury. 

(65-56402-529) 
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m niui collibs, dr* 


I# 1KV, .f ^lOATlQ:: tSlOEi , 1‘Q l^^hKC* JJJIaATIQkK 

itte lag tim aimer of 1941 ~ 1942, th* ' nafcir^ton J i*Xd 
Offic* cosduoied an investigation of Collin* under th* title H'Siray W* 
CoUiiMSj, Jr** •Zdor Lkeaptiona Vx^dmTjt sag* and Hour Ef vision, 
teymritemt of ii&wF* Internal rocurUy* Hatch Act*, the result* of 
ehieh nr* briefly **t forth a* folhvmt 

Tim mm of Ji#r*y K* Collin*, «Jr* f own all#g«d to have 
beta os the Active indie** of th* American Peace 
i cbill*#tion t th* ^ahingten Cewsdtt** for reaoemtio 
Action, and the Mstionel Federation for constitutional 
Idbertiaa* Confidential Inroraanta dieelcaad that 
Collins bed been wry active In the saafaingien 
Cocasdttee for ihaecreiic Acting serving aa * »4»nb*r 
of tu# sjcecuiive Cowidtte* end aa chairman of various 
otaer eoeKltteeaj that he advised and ur&ed other 
&*eber# of the Deporteest of labor share he mm 
employed to ioin this organisation one* that ho solicited 
and accepted contributions trm thaa* 


Tol 8 on_ 

Clegg_ 

Glavin_ 

Lad d 
MchoI S 

Kceen_ 

Tracy_ 

Egan_ 

Gunie a 

Karbo_, 

Mohr 

Pennington 
Qatar: Tsmsf 

e* Ecom_ 

Kease _ 

r jand y" 


An lnforsaafc stated that Collins kept &uch oo^ymnlst 
literature snout his bouse aa mil aa printed matter 
f«>a th* Mori can Peace -PWLliaatiaa, the Fashlngton 
Coasitte* for aaocratic Action^ and th* *lstiocal 
iederetion for Constitutional Liberties* He »s said 
to associate vlth known Cammiets and to have signed 
a latter petitioning ucvernor Olsen of California to 
free Casual tdaae Leroy* Secretary of th* vnaaunist 
A arty of Pentuyleania* 

Collins* *if*, Oosan 3* Anthony, XX* aa* reported to 
have been nmiisisntly associated with is* Mericaft Bean* 
tcbtllaatioa, th* ■ sehington Cccacittee for txwooratid 
Action* end th* iteericaa league for iesoe *nd TMmrwqr* 
and aas naned by a lies CcardiUt investigator as being 
a radical* 

in « Hatch Act interview with scents of the 
,?i*ld Office, henry Collins adaitted that he mm a 
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member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action* 
that he attended meeting*, that he * erred ae the Chairman 
of the Committee of the Co-operatives, and that he may 
have solicited employees of the Department of Labor for 
membership in that organization. He denied that he was 
ever a member of the American peace Mobilization, of the: 
Communist Party, or of any organization which advocated 
the overthrow of the federal government. He stated that 
he may have attended meetings of the National ^federation 
for Constitutional Liberties, but that he was uncertain 
as to whether or not he had been a member of this organi¬ 
zation, After this Hatch Act investigation had been 
completed and reports submitted to the Department of 
Labor, it was learned that that Department took no 
administrative action against Collins. 

(65-56402-1473) 

II. OHAtlBifttB* AI&JGAJIOH3 OH MY 13. 1942 

i,o information was submitted by Whittaker Chambers pertaining 
to Henry Hill Collins, dr., during the interview conducted on Hay 13, 

1942, by agents of our Sew York Office, 

(100-25824-22) 

III, CHAfaHitoo* ALLHGAxlOriS IH jterilifl fiOEBS OBgAlhKD IN JPHIL 1943 

Ho reference appeared in the notes furnished this Bureau in 
June, 1943, by Mr. A. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, covering his 
interview with Whittaker Chambers in 1939. 

(100-25824-27) 

IV (A)« CHAfa&Jita* AXLHOAMuhS OH MAY 10, 1945 

On May 10, 1945, agents of our Hew York Office interviewed 
Whittaker Chambers, Daring this interview. Chambers advised that he was a 
courier in what he believed to be the Communist movement, and that around 
1935 he operated between Alexander Stevens (who was known to Mm as peter) 
in Hew York City, and Harold Ware, leader of a group of men composed of 
Government employees in high salaried positions who were Communist Party 
members. 


Chambers explained that there were approximately eight individual 
members in the organization headed by Ware, and that almost every one of 
these members was Mmself a leader of another underground unit operating 
in Washington, D. C», which consisted of some six to eight members; that 
the members of each of these underground units were not aware of the identity 
or composition of any of the other units. 
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cs#^iiNBr® <if , jR ifitt Uvnxjr c^xisUiif nt» Mjife %S&& s& mm 
Forestry lepirtiseat of the tepartiaant of AipdcMtune, was on* of 
the per*©*** she attended aeefciisse of th« Vhnt group# others *ts* 
attended these meetings mot* 4 «fcn Abt, lee V)m.mm f tethaa Ptel**, 
Charlee Jaivltely *itb alia* Charlee Fraser, Alger Bias, Donald 
HtiWf --'**** Best, tey*n Witt, and an uakaoMn nan who mi the 
fcuehend of Alio* Petehaeu Chad&ere adviced that the ter* group 
net in various places in teteingfeon, £# C#j| hot that tee peitwdpiCl 
meeting place eas the ajwrteent of l&nry Collin* on ft# itetthewe 
Court over * jprffe* Collin*, according to M«V; woe the 
trtMurii 1 of the group and apparently collected « percentage of the 
eatery of eaOh raster Mdofe mm then tranaatited to Alter is 
tee Tdrife City* He added that Collin* had mme regular May* ©f send¬ 
ing memy to tew fozte viiiote Mae unknown tin but os several 

eocacione tfcea teie sy*t*». had tecta down, fee, Chiwsfeera, Mae 
instructed fey Collin* to deliver a package Which he Mae told contained 
iaotwy to Peter* Be explained is this oonnectlon that he -new at mg’ 
tia* knee vest MM actually jus any of the peonage* or envelope* enios 
he treneedtted and that fee sever tried to inquire ** to their stents 
m the afwvnptiea that euch iikfoizy Mould arouse the dliiraat of hi* 
oorrespondent** 

Chambers related that after Harold terete death, a setting 
H6H ht&14 ift C^HtStS* $& KttiO^ tb# X*tt<r** WfM pr*a#ilt foy 

the purpose of electing a sell leader for the group* Jobs Abi mm 
elected aa the nee leader' at thia Meeting* 

(65-56402-0473) 




At the tine that Whittaker Cheater* fund shed the Move 
inforR#ti»n, teway Collin* see in the Aray* He had entered active 
eervioe teMier 30, 1943, aa a Captain# 
eervioe as Sky 6, 1946, ai White tint he held the rente of WMer* 

Swing * portion of the tine he vets enliated is the tray, he eerved 
oversee* is the Kuropeaa Itueter of operation*. 

(65-5CAQSWt4??3) 

telleeisg hi* eeparatlm frost service, Collin* took * 
poeition MLth the Itperteerst of litate# Ih noveafeer, 1946, he awe 
released iron Me poeition Mite tee tejetrteent of StMti aotuaHy for 
security purpoae*, hut o*teu*ihly because .of reduction in force* An 

£rm service* ltd* inveetigotios reflected that he mm a close friend 
of Alger Hiss end hi* wife, and of Bela *fid tonie Odd, feote of vfocet 
are .TjfeJecta in the rilvemaater Oate* 

(65-^402, rerial WO) 
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2he investigation developed taut Collins held Government 
positions almost continuously from 1933 until Hoveraber, 1946* with 
the exception of the period during which he was an officer in the 
United States Army. 

At the present time a separate case file lias been opened 
on Collins whereas the results of the investigation of his activities 
previous to March, 1948, were set forth in the Sllvermaster Case file. 
Shis investigation is in a pending status. Iha information furnished by 
Whittaker Chambers concerning Henry Collins was set forth in the 
Silvermaater Case. Summaries prepared in this case have been furnished 
to the White Bouse, the Department of Justice, and other Governmental 
agencies. Under date of March 9, 1948, the Washington field Office 
submitted a report setting forth a summary of all information revealed 
in the Held Office files relating to Collins and showing that the 
investigation is continuing. A copy of this report was forwarded to 
Colonel forney* Intelligence Division, Department of the Army, on 
May 21, 1948. A copy was also furnished to the Division of Becords 
on June 14, 1948. 

(101-1335-18) 
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LAUCHL3N BERNARD CURRIE 
v/as., Laughlin Currie 


I PiVECTIOATia? fill Oft TO CHAFERS* iLLEQaTICES 

No investigation was conducted concerning the captioned individual 
prior to the receipt of Information concerning him from 'Whittaker Chambers* 

II CKiOffiKur.* CK Hal 13, 1942 

The name of Currie was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview 
with him by Agents of the Now York Office on May 13, 1942. 


in (A) CHAMBERS 


AEL£GATICK8 


K FulLT: NOTES OBTACl'P IN JUNE, 1943 


The notes of Mr. Berle of the State Department concerning his 
original interview with Chambers in September, 1939, copies of which were 
furnished the Bureau in June, 1943, reflect the following? Laughlin Currie 
was a ’‘Fellow Traveler' 1 - helped various Communists - never went the whole 
way. (100-25824-27) 


III (B) 3NVLGTIGATICN CCMUCTED 

The files of the Bureau failed to reflect that any investigation 
was conducted on the basis of the reference to Currie in the Berle notes* 

IV (A) CHAMBERS’ ALIILVimS W MAY 10, 1945 

Currie*s name was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview 
Ydih him by New York Agents on May 10, 1945* 

I? (B) INVEBTIGATIOH CQ3PUCTBD 

Bureau files fail to reflect that any investigation was initiated 
concerning Currie on the basis of the reference to him in the Berle notes. 
There is also no indication in the files that the information contained in 
the Berle notes concerning Gurrie was distributed outside of the Bureau prior 
to the interview with Elizabeth Bentley in the Gregory Case in the fall of 
1945. As a result of tne information which she furnished, a letter was sent 
to Brigadier General Harry H. Vaughan, Military Aide to the President on 
November 8, 1945 advising him that a highly confidential source had furnished 
information indicating a number of persons employed in the government had 
been furnishing data and information to persons outside of the federal 
government, who were in turn transmitting this information to agents of the 


1- ^ 
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Soviet government* A list of individuals who participated in this operation, 
or were utilized by the principals in the ring was set out. This list 
included Laughlin Currie, former administrative advisor to the late 
President Roosevelt. (61-3499-192) 

Subsequently on February 25, 1946 a memorandum dated February 2L, 
1946 and captioned, '‘Underground. Soviet Espionage Organization (fcKTO) in 
a, encics of the United States Government" was furnished to General Vaughan, 
the secretary of State and the Attorney General. This memorandum in addition 
to information received from Elizabeth Bentley, contained information in 
the Bureau files concerning Currie, including the information submitted by 
Whittaker Chambers as contained in the Berle notes. (65-56402-573) 

No investigation of Currie has been conducted except that conducted 
in connection with the Gregory case with which you are familiar. 
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CB&BLHS DELIA, DA. CHARLES IAPIN 


x, I^DSaXGVTIuN 'PIPE TO WHITTAKER CHAMBERS« ALLEGATION 

Charles birba first came to the attention of the Bureau in August, 
1919, at -which time he was Secretary of the State Socialist Party of the State 
of Minnesota. From that time until the present, Birba has received active 
investigation by Agents of this Bureau. Birba signed the charter of the 
Communist Party of America on December 30, 1919, at Chicago, Illinois, as 
Executive Secretary. Dirba became a member of the Central Control Commission 
of the Communist Parts } USA in 1927* He went on missions to the Soviet Union 
in 1928, 1930, 1934, 1935, and 1933* Maurice Kalian indicated to the Dies 
Committee in 1939 that Dirba was an 0G p U representative in the United States 
and a member of the Central Control Commission of the Communist Party, USA. 
Jan VaLtin, author of *0ut Of The Night," in 1941 informed that Dirba was 
considered an Agent of the GPU in the United States at the time he, Valtin, 
left the Gommunist Party in 1937# Ben Gitlow testified before the Dies Com¬ 
mittee that it was his understanding that Dirba was an QG?U Agent. At the 
present time Dirba is active in the ordinary affairs of the Communist Party, 
having transferred his membership from New lork Gity to Los Angeles in 1947, 
but there is no indication that he is a functionary in the Party. (61-1651-1, 
91) 


n. (a) caaaBBRs* ALLbomoNG oh pat 13, 1942 . 

Ghambers was interviewed by Agents of the New Xork Office on Kay 
13, 1942, at which time he indicated that Charles iar.oa, head of the Central 
Control Commission of the Communist Party for years, was understood by Chambers 
to be connected with the OGPU. Chambers also indicated that it was his under¬ 
standing that the OGPU operated through Dirba rather than through Browder. 
(100-25824-22) 


II. (B) IIVESTIGATIOa CONDJOTED 

Extensive investigation conducted with regard bo Charles Dirba 
failed to definitely establish his connection with the OG’U. Various in¬ 
formants from time to time have indicated his connection with the OG r, U. 
(61-1651-91) 


III. (A) Chte'.'UrtS* ALL KcUTON IN DL5X . iiOiuD OLTAI/hD H< JUNE, 1943 


No reference to Dirba was found in Berle notes 

furnished the Bureau in June, 1943* 



i .0 :rcv rner 





IV. (A) CUMBERS* ALh-vlATTOIS ON HI 10, 1945 

Chambers ?ras again interviewed by Aleuts of the New Xork Field 
Office on May 10, 1945, at which time no mention was made of Charles Dirha. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation indicated. The active investigation with regard 
to Charles Dirba has continued up to the present time, although his case file 
is carried in a closed status as of January 27, 1943. All pertinent informa¬ 
tion obtained by the Los Angeles Held Uffice is currently being furnished to 
the Bureau. Information relative to Charles lirba has been furnished from 
time to time in the form of investigative reports to the Division of Records. 
( 61 - 1651 ) 
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p(s £<zk>rn 4-d ///: Fl.Jo n<?S 


Lk*W'\Cr, DICiGAH, also known as4 
Laurence i&ggin, Laurence K* Duggan 

x. IH rHTvft to ciaa?- bs» a T . i,ra&TFig 

*3binvestigation was conducted with regard to Duggan* - [ r cw?6r« 
the l urcau tiles reveal the following inforcat on concerns nrj him. tile ease 
ap; eared, on the mailing list of the IJnitod American - punish /J ci Cowrit tee in 
1941* His n&me and address were found on the person of Juris iver.s, an active 
Communist '’arty member from Berlin and rtscois. Ivans was a suspected member 
of the boviet Locret Intelligence L'erviee (**•• ^u). (100-25lit33—^5) 

Cn * : ay 6, 1942, iiaggan wrote a letter to hie' and . orr.trs, the subject 
of an extensive lerdonage - Q investigation by the Bureau, on the letterhead 
of Advisor of iublic delations, tepartmont of ftate, in which he inaicated tuat 
be had know i oncers for a number of Bears, €n dune 29, 1942, boo-ers wrote a 
letter to 'rapyrn which indicated t at they were close friends, and tanked 
Duggan for waring it possible for his wife, Olga Bossiers, to cone to the United 
states. Duggan was later interviewed by representatives of the Vilitary 
Intelligence Division of tne iSeimrtmeni of the Army, relative to this matter, 
at which time he advised these representatives that he had never heard of 
Richf.nl formers. (199-251233-25) 

, v Tife naj£e Laurence H. Dug/an a ve? red on the letterhead of the ‘'Open 
hoaa, Inc. w as a aember of the hoard of Directors of that organisation. 
Frederick 7. Field, reported, to b$ *» Corrunfst ^rty iB-r.ber cr.i e'e^sor of v r v r.v 
Communist front organisations, v.as listed as Breciuert of this org^mieation. 

(100-31230-2) 

11 M A &oh kay 13 , 1942 

Ahittaker Chambers advised Agents cf the hew y-rk fffice on fay 19, 
1942, that Laurence Buggin, who was then Chief of the J a&n-fnexlcan {lection 
of the Department of State, was not a '’arty member and was not connected with 
u& Communist underground group, but was presumably with the OOkn, because of 
his contacts with KeJda Gosmertr, whom he knew to be a * omunist Barty member. 

(100-25824-22)v 

H (?) IKV SgTflATDg ry^cy-gp 

Ho investigation conducted tilth regard lr uf ran. i’orever, an 
active investigation was conducted in order to ascertain tie activities of 
ledda Goaperta (Eedi •auring). 


B.R. Giayton/de 
9/7/48 
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1943 


Copies of the Bcrle notes -Which -were furnished the tvreau in June, 
1943, indicate that fieri© was advisod by Chambers that there rm- oorslderable 
doubt in his jsind as to whether cr not Ihsggan was a r,crier of the Co-snunist 
Party* Chambers indicated that i.*u> gan slight be a r,oafcer of the Con-Kxmist bhop 
Group of the Ce uirtnent of GUile. (100«kf<92A~2?} 


m (if) li. -.GTIGAl r.U f PIT, ns 

investigation was conducted with regard to Duggan* forever,the 
active investigation of iksdi Gooperts was continued during this period. It 
was ascertained that Duggan resigned from the itate Bep&rtaent in the latter 
part of July, 1944. (65-9940-94) 


A svzz.&ry Ke&oranduja of available information concerning C.««p?an*s 
activities was furnished to the bepartment of btute on eptebber 29, 1944. 

(100-251232-25) 


rv {*) CHA ZhZL » AU i.GATI- ;&> 91 . ‘,Af 10 , 1945 

Chambers advised Agents of the hew X.rk teftce on "ay 13, 1945, that 
In .yen associated with Hedda Gomperts, whom he knew to be » f'o&r.un'.ut &r.u teat 
be suspected Duggan of at least being a fallow traveler, "barbers fad no 
information indicating co^suniat arty noPbersfdp on the -art of “ ; u;,-gan. 

(100-25824-36) 


r/ (i ) ri-/. gsicatich ^ Tf »Gyga 

o investigation was conducted. However, at the cor.elusion of the 
Kedi tassihi* investigation, she was Interviewed, at which tic.© she stated that 
to the best of her knowledge, fufyar. was not a Berber of the Communist arty 
nor an agent of the c,PU. fhe stated that she had attempted to recruit - u; -an 
into tee feviet Intelligence ..ervicc but h*ad been unsuccessful. The following 
is a brief sufii ary of other *< /ailable infonration contained in the files of 
the bureau concerning; Duggan: 

It was reported teat ,u an u&s friendly with fnrlnue de Itmadfi, a 
bouth American Communist, (luO-251233-25) 

dug, an participated in a conference on Volley Icwnrd Argentina,» 

sponsored by the Council for the --an-Acerican Democracy on ..arch 25, 1944* 

(100-13361-23) 
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CUjan is reported to be on friendly tenas t»ith Frederic’ field, 
a reported f css&unist, and to have bad considerable correspondence idth hist. 

(64-2CC~2i 4~C) 


H-urlng another investigation it ?ao ascertained that ntrg&n was 
friendly with doaeph btarobin, l ©reign CdJ-tor of the Gaily or* or* (65-5*109-514, 

Page 41} 

The rare laurenco Duggan appeared on the letterhead of the Americans 
Ini ted for '• orld orpanirsti on, Inc. at* & jsesiber of the '-‘onra c£ Trustees in 
duly of 1945. ' • (100-90431—19) 

Pir Bernard fares completed a speaking tour of the ‘fdette : net in 
Ccteber of 1947, during «M.ch tiff.e he maintained that the objectives of the 
5 iviet tnion are peaceful, and he in ideated further that there v sa little 
likelihood of var* Asxmg other thirds* . ir Porrard also stated that the 
Russians ’•have a right to the ':&rdanelies H and, alsos 'They should have a chance 
at tho mediterranean.** his speaking tour ms sponsored by the Institute of 
International education, ’•;«w Ic-rk •Uty, arid was arranged by haerenee luggan, 
director of the Institute. 

(100-33^-4?) 
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was.* . dwarfs* tans larger 
.«;.uel U.ptasa 


11 


i*V 1-lO a i ' 


X* 
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An investigation of uerharfe . isler via a Instituted fey ih« federal 
bureau of investigation upon wilier* a arrival in the lotted states on July 
13* X2AX. Inis investigation* which is still continuing* resulted in tne 
woavictiaa of u*rhart isl*r on August* 1§> 1947 in the lisfcrict Court* 
district of Joltufeiu for fraud ia obtaining an exit visa (jitl« 22* -eotion 
423). . vldeacs Msfa prod-ctaf at tute trial based upon the investigation 
conduct-id fey to© tadsral ouraau of investigation proving ieler had operated 
as & Cjoint*m Agmt in tra waited states under the names of .Awards and 
uses nerger. it «&s also proved feast he had obtained a false ini ted Ofcates 
passport ia 1934 Wider the name of ..touei Liptten. -issier was sentenced to 
owe year on s contempt of Congress charge on arch 24* 1941 and sentenced 
to a tern of one to three pears on exit visa fraud on June 2?, 1947* .--.ioler 
at the pres ant time la on bond pending a, -peals la both casua* (lu>31$2> 
£25) 

U u!.- *>?;«...» .C..UV1 ;. j-> AY 13, 1942 

uhacber# did not .mention Idler during tills interview. 


nr uu>,BK\i» Aiu-c»j?r;\. in i&££yU 2 T?l Jl: &» 1%3 

-letwj* ^ in the ucrls unUa. 


Ik (*; J-‘i» . brjth 1 Ctl t" -J- -u'.f l‘*» 1915 

bna&bers furnished Ififornatioa on yap lo* 194? to the offset boat 
be Anew that the nane rewards wee sa alias of C-erhart ..isler* * pointed 

out tost v* ietere, his .soviet superior* was a v«*y close friend of *.iaior 
and at one tine shared a suraaer cottage *lth nte at an unknown locution. 
Uuamfeer# stated that the jsany conversations ho had with, 1. , ofcors* fee heard 
\lsier spo-en of only as -dKards and he had learned -isler’s true identity 
Stan -*illi ..chl^wj, editor of i'ortuan asgasla* and a former Communist in 
.ustria. According to Chambers* J, » cters* in discussing -dwurcs, always 
considered hla v ry highly sad stated that ...dwafds had fallen into disrepute 
at am tie* over the question of internal policies in Germany* as punisfeaent 
far which be was sent to China as a Comintern representative In the early 
133'-'* 3* JJ-rU -.bers slso learned ?r«w J» raters that dwaru# later cuss to the 


Cl 
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u&ted tates as a Comintern representative. thtabors stated tuai dialer 
counsel* the leader* of the boraamlat i arty,, l* .... a* in order to maintain 
the . arty line for oacew. tr.acberai stated tr^fc te also understood that 
r.isler wrote for the felly orher under the alias of cans derger* 


ffwwber* reculled that sa&stt-zA in 1£3& -g/ies ./.-n^ley, vho had 
been *a important pro-soviet . ropagsudiat in China, returned to the united 
it^tes and he told peters he wp-ld like to ma t her. uter Peters arranged 
the meeting and upon seeing tnamber* she stated, ,? X thought I was ,pin* to 
Meat -.awards. * cambers also recalled that 41ila» sin- r, m important 
/arty functionary, was & close contact of -Awards. 



on the basis of the irsd’araation from. Chambers no specific 
addltioiittl JUwhstigatioa was convicted as there was already an extreseiy 
active investigation of islerj however, Uusabers* Inforss&ion did substan¬ 
tiate infor.iation from other sources and proved to be accurst* in so far as 
it could be Verified* 
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SCOIg E2HRIS 


x, ijyttSMigAgiuti p&xod go m&kLSad* alligations 

Information available in the files of the Bureau indicate that Sam 
Carp, Itussisn-born naturalised American citizen and brother-in-law of Molotov, 
testified before the House Committee on Hn-American Activities on September 18, 
1939, at which time he advised the Committee that he had engaged the services 
of Scott Ferris, a former Congressman and then Democratic Rational Committee¬ 
man from Oklahoma, to represent him in their negotiations to purchase two XJ. d. 
battleships for the USSH. He indicated to the Committee that he had paid Scott 
Ferris $32,000 for his services. (100-5193-A and 40) 

XX (A) ALLb ‘AflOMS OH MY 13. 1942 

At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the hew York 
Office on May 13, 1942, no mention was made of Scott Ferris. 

XI (b) Xirv.aQ'jlbATlU.'i OOiOjuUiMD 


won© indicated, 

III (A) L'lu^iw In jut-fLA nQl'^8 OBTAINAO In 0lih4 t 1945 

Chambers indicated to Mr. A. A. berle, the tuen Assistant Secretary 
of the iwspartmtMUi of osate, at fcue time sir. jerie Intorviei/od Cmnaoers, tout 
one 'hCaro#, brother-in-law of Molotov, was said to be working with Scott Ferris 
to obtain plans for two super battleships in 1937. (100-25824-27) 

HI (b) Ix^STIGATION CubmC‘MD 

Xa view of the above known information concerning former Congress¬ 
man Ferris, no investigation was deemed necessary. 

IV (A) OJAMhghJ* ALLhuAlUur.o Ob MAY 10. 1945 

At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the hew York Office 
on May 10, 1945, no mention was made of Scott J’erris. 

IV (b) IaVASfluAi'IUA Vi <AJOQCl-JbB 

H fhe Current Biography# for July, 1945, indicated that Scott Ferris 
was born November 3, 1877 and died June 9, 1945. Xt was also indicated that he 
was a former United States Congressman from Oklahoma and served as Democratic 
National Committeeman from Oklahoma for sixteen years. (94-3-4-1115-47) 
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ynxapjKg nap, v*« ngg sirera 


x » xsrxfiftiisro iwict m PHX«»i£m cm&'«s* mae^n-se. 


Field t&t tan £fc* amb|«ct of «u& SaMMlmi iBweUg&fcion by i&e 
Bwr#*u sine# iVbrt&ry* l&X* Comidierafale lafiwfmfciam Sum bees 4*wlope4 
r»l*£1 y* to hi# estocintiat with warlou* Coaaaaiot flam* end ikyaaenlefe nr* 
Unaiiati«e£Mi# Ftrswr *«»fi4#afci*l lnf«r»,nfc| | femme smtSmt b,D 

of th* Cot*o»3u»is Jrnrigr* di**mii&sa*<0 fomloiMKt i»r*rmti*ii liiaWbiag *3**« 

£ W*Cl 1MH & i E MPt y 0* $&# v lilwM ilElXit* *»sjr%5f 4K9Cw(NKMPMlj^ ^WOTrStWI 3U& SSMsWJ'wIp 

Oommlit front &*&$«* Xnawtfclirftfei** M* r«fe*X*d fchet; but in yanw£log F-dXtser 
of Mm UmmwM# * writer for sis* Eelly *«*$#? *»d Felifcie*! iffteir*, at tPirwtf&ar 
or tih# Beard of irmtrnm of ib* 4*Ff«raw*t 5eb»I of S«*Sa 1 Selene*, «*£ i* 
nffilifctM with notamoHi wpnimtl**i* inelodlst; she Vim&Wtm for INeaeoresie 
rgur Poll#?* lfil$it h# lit n riTMtufL Fi«ld lit kno#n ja# ^afek* 

*o»wlbutei«i* ter sway C«w«ml*fc front ffSMtaftl&M* tfef tort prominent beine 
&&?'%/&& Xmtih for &«s<9emy # spenith Xefog** ijapealii Ctess&tt** for r**eamt;ie 
>'*r DniMva PeXit^T* Starlet !&§*!* Hktiay, Betlcoal CewaeXX of i*jaori««* Starlet 
fri«(8Mb%« and i-serlaen Cont&sfeit for tfe* fVelawtieri of foreign Stria*. field 
*fcb©at&*i cwx*n$*'& fatrfgr Satie**! CmmaMm m£ £p$ms&*% Joiitiool /4i*oel*ti«s 
SNsiiy* toth in ini fork Cit# In X&k# Zmmti&Um In tkl* #&«« SMlmfom 
tfe»* FlrXd In 3pr«8i«ntXy «Miw In Mil ConmmIsIi frott mnodUtioe* «r.d Mtirlvlm* 

(im*s£73*'&# m* tit* m 


xx C&> ** mmm* Mjymtxm m mt X3 f . xpt^« 

Cft*i&Kr* hmk Sntirr$*«wa lajjr &K«Rta» »£ th« *#» York Offl»» «n 5?ty 
13* 1^2# nt tine Jte InHoteed lyeiorXafe F«nS«rkSXt Fluid # at former 
offioltX of t£*« Xnartltatn for fwsifie keSatHwai* dm bolXewd ky Mm to b» 

$fc« «<?nt*r «f % Cai-smlst yn^rcrmjnd e^ptretne*. Cb«at«tt* indite.tod slnt 
y S»ia # Me »if* MUi neshor Xiln # anal «« *oMjNb "Bmmm mm tk« «hlof 
«sdMr« of title mpsrnmtm* Gfewst«r* y.artUMt* abet one kefcttr* lent i«ue» onk nwtn 
to Mj% bed r*Je-i»d Ibe aWre Sjifor^.tioa to bin*. Ciatrfbore la.dlo&tiod ib&% 
*Stb*r field** wlf* nr hi* ne^ur bed #W«i*l»d at h&m mt Seatnel l*ark t’*et # 
k** lark C5ty # for th* mm of iM* tnSergrotnd asereimt* fherirer* «1 m S*» 
dlontMht t**t it wm M* MUbet ««*» keter led reeraited field Into t&» 
samlet rtrty* CIDD^SOWa) 


xx {»> ■• co^finr^* 


1* at vneoftt of CMaSwr** laforattion# the S« tbiw o&a* 

m* iawnwlfled In Vb» *erly |*r6 of 1^*. Jtol&MtttB rela-lire to Field** 

: O• tlm with, the C^iwaonlit F*rty was dfetRiswd m * tm Mt of* tds* Intetskwt 

: ^i lr - —in reiialgmtion* fher* m# m Infers tlea obtasnad iuS3mVtii& slant i’l#ld*s wif* 
: toSS P—nr osfebnr were *eam««s*d wish tih* Ooswenlatt F*r%* 2a«r* we* we Infors^cion 

. ;racv 


. jurnea_ 

. Har^-o_ 

• V h r 

. renr.lRTton 
itr* Qu'. \ Tairn" 

Tele* ttooic_” 

I,T * Kease_ 

Hi::s Gandy_ 


E?cC/rcT 


,•■ r'V 


L-I 
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«Sevelop#d indieetlR£ that, Field h*d srgwtiwwl ft Coswstlsfe mctsriTowod 
sppsrstus* tfm r* *** no *«pfcr*,t* irorwitl. fctie-n ocR^ucsesi risfc retard hat 
?i«!SA*« *dtfe or *» shear* tim iarww*bl**tioa 2 X 4 r****X # hmmmr# bhsb field** 
.nother* ’-•>*« hil* T^erMXh Field, died Sr i^aes:* %s*ft*htts«tt$gu lit X^wv* 
(100^278-^5) 


in (&} m emmm * mMhmm xk ?*?»jps mm om'mm m m $, %$$* 

At the tsi m a* «•# Berio* the then stKaretary ©f eh# 

tsopurlSMWh of stmts, lftt erylr it »S 0h»j3?er*, no reference w* ssde to Iraderlek 
FwvSefbilts Flow* (100-3^04) 


m (b) «*ijwiaKffAifc* costwcm, 

*t© iarestlcnsion inaioebed* 

*r (a) ** crafts* » *as xc, x&r% 

sthiateJoar Claw^er* vu »£*&n interrieeed by Agent* of the Me* forte 
Flow ’Jfflto on 1$, l$$* *b ehieh tfcse bo f«rRi*hed birfcsslly the- sar* 
lefor^blm &s sets forth *b«r*«. (100W&y8^#*^S) 


X* (B) * l3?7S«$?,ffroS[ OWUCSS*, 

fhe ambit* iae»*bl|msie*t of Frsderlok Vanderbilt Field senblnued 
hut no SnfffiBmtioR aeeeloped SjsdiosbSng his tm?£mr*fci|t In * Cessaanltb ti-der** 
jgroua<l group* field is pres^ibly eerrled *» * Saey fliers by &h* fc*w i&r k 
Flold ^ffie* ssut *& Safer:* cion of * pertbaottS assure Is prospbly furnished 
bo 5h* Barest*# Copies af six repeats of * perbSasttb nature hot* boon f«r«er4«& 
be the flTltlcr. of Generis* tnfonstlen eeleslre bo Field Jkmk site boon 
4X**«*Xrj«t*fi bo the Office «f bsfsl rntelUrenee, Insellifeeee r*perfcw»ftts of 
the Arsy* sad be the t>ep«ritre«t ef Stmt*# (3S»»£2?&*18, £5# 2% 32, 38* 3?# 
39, to) 
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5 -; mxicK 'Vt&vTz mix 

&?-3« •■.-S..T jit <*}.■■ MS 1 hli 12 ■' LT* 


x ** zmzm/xm m& gju&ix* wwmm* 


xkig ft&tmi 1»» nos tfttt&assd a saptms wish ro^ard 

*® ^ r «* * fe ***£* ffirou«& &# iMmalvt «ciu<iaw«d mi ter iauib*ui t 

rr*& a*infc T A B^rUtt i- 3*14, im? tttsto IsJYrwUoK h&s S»*n d***0«s*a iiwlic*is- 
lag Co^sewnlafc aoSiirisy or. «!i* of art* fluid* && &«»*«# 5# ly&* i-Y*dsriate 
XTaaderhlls 1-104, M*x and MiSH ClMftarAiB H*M Soofc uteU *© tfc* 

piwaiMS &w*1i* 4 afc 25 Vssfe 26fife SSroot, Jfe* York CMy* this building fc*#* 
»**»* it* **%ai*X%ie« ?»jr Flaw, Y*r£*a «a4 Fi04* town w*m%*& by aviwi 
«T!9WiUkOfln« iaelwitog tfc* VmmU m &trlmxt &ff*%r§# Council for y*a-A:*rle*n 
mmmuq 9 smrlmi Cornu?#* for mimUrn of fcfc* rorni^i Bora, XmUtutw for 
towmaionO Vmmt*v B tm&rtm Corwitt** far t*»Mx«qfr ind«»*i*r. 

£©•*&%!**# mi 4 ^ Yolo* of Fitting Sjfcia* fh»f* ha© bos* a© itt&rmfci«t 
do’WBlopod indioasl&r' ihat ia**« fiOd bocfc jasrs la th* of th««* 

*ygawi**ti«»* Tit Is Scncwn* hcwswr# that Sfrs. F5#3Ui»* horn, Xa t.stt 2£& 
SW**b, H«w York City, Isas twin ©cod as #. sootslag plAO* for pro*4ii#rvb Cot»* 
«*»!*«« far rooting** It Is O*o kseam that brr 3mtss»d ©a 

*p*nr < #nt, locum* at Xllo /.yojqis, £#t-«, i-Aihi&cscn, u, <?*„ or* tsoy arbor 

?# -<»* -^ur 'ta*o of *3* &t*rlo<« <**c# Uol&U»U«K« (X00^7^>* ?5) 


XX £-} * GW.VP-IT&* AUhCMEt-YS fr* lit 33 # X*;t2* 

datshsrs *•* intoriXw*«d lay '•gw*!* of Sb« r<«f Xori: Offico ca i ; *.j 
X3 # 19^2* «•% Oiloh sim im iasttosMft fc'^U imtderiflfe Y»a4orHX-s KiOd, hi* 
nif* and hit* aothor* wmp* $b* #hi*f ms&em of * Coem*ii*s tm^ormood 
©^sy&sai* Chsd&sifi* On* ia4i*h.sod sh&s tii4'.«r Fi04*s isif* or Mu mti&m? 
ftenUhmi % horn m C»ntraX mfe > out* Kfw York Clfcar* fcr uso mi & 
for shi* tay3orgria»4 ^$»r%sxm m (100-£5^i^®s) 


XX (?) w SSftSYtOLTXCK COItfOCfEO, 


3le iavosslgftSioK* *** eoadvwsed risk rt^weft so C^slwr** siifjtssloiui 
wgsraiar fci« sstisiitf.** Of igf** fdish ChsalHirXSa n^li. ^ polrScd ook Ahoro, 
fca«isf#r# OttR*idor*ikXr iitforiasicn vms fr*# Flaid dwrirg 

iar«*sirAti«B, «f hor imkMiiS* to £*•*« a* iaforsaSioa h*a ho«a r«o»iy#4 
indio»si»§ sdois Mr** fhild ««* » »r^h«r of * Co«a*ri*s ta^orgrowsd -aoro^r.%* 
sh« itmwsis&siea ©f Pioid, is wmi dssers&iod t 4 »s his he» M k«*a 
Kr< Tolson M»U*hX* for prominent firmstUS* in&w Twk cl^y, 

Mr I E. A. 

la*, clog*_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

}*•. Lad X __ 

Mr. NlcLoTs_ 


Ma. L ran 
Mr. jfurhe* 
Mr* Harl'O “ 
Mr. *,* hr 


Mr. rfm.inrtbn 
Mr. Qu:.'* Ta’rnf 

Tele, rtcom_ 

Mr. Mease 
Mirs aandy_ 


ERGsrev 

- ;/ 


6C 
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nx (a) - o&m&bs* isiiwesm xs? mim wttm ©hikes** m %&&* 

Afe tfc« «itM item A« A« 2f#rX« a i£t» titan MtiUtiiult Smrt’&teg «f titai 

»«*rtjrwat of Start*# l» ta r il q»N» d Cta?fc#wr* a» y#fer«»e* wan nwfct tie &*** 
m$i &*&*rUn Fl*S4f (X 0 W 25 Sa^) ' 

m (s) * ntv^.srxc;,n r< e-rtfs^* 

Jio SwnvvStjftqlm lad5e*ti*d# 


w fa) ** ci»ar*$« as *»x xo* isi&» 

isMtiW^r mm *®*i» lft 1ar » i< ^ft % AfwiK of tite am XorJc 

Fi*Xd £’jfjs« m J**y XQ# X&5# «fc Ht» ho did &ot ftralih way Xn^fp&stm. 
tmUdam to fcsw* dtfch cjadtossa H«Xd# CXO^a**^) 

X7 (b> *» ii^&rjcKs: c*$neru* 

Ho iavt»t;ir,h5i«m inaio&itd* 
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Mr. To IS on__ 

Mr. L. A. 

Mr. ;legg_ 

Mr. Ilavin_ ! 

Mr, Lada 

Mr. Mohoi s \ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Trac y 
&. ttea n' 

Mr. Gurne a -* 

Mr. Harfco_ _ _1 

Mr. Moh r , 

Mi*. PennTngror 
Mr. Qutrn Tecr... ~ 

Tele. Aoain_ 

Mr. Nease_ _ 

Miss Tandy__ _ 
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I. IOTESTmTIOK PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALSEGAfXOSS 

Field 1 # activities were first called to the Bureau * a attention in 
1926 by the Industrial Defense Association, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts, which 
furnished information reflecting that he was a member of the "Disloyal Fellowship 
of South for Peace.” It was also indicated that his mother and wife were members 
of the fi«d Women* a International league for Peace and Freedom* these data were 
furnished the state Department on Severer 2% 1926* (1Q5-2175-X* 22) 

In 192S Field was esployed by the Department ©f State and continued 
this employment until approximately 1940 or 1941 . ( 105 - 2175 - 15 ) 

I. B. Matthews testified before the Dies Committee on November 7, 

1938, et which time he related that, according to his personal knowledge, Noel 
Field, who wa* at that time employed by the Department of State, was a member 
of the Communist Party* (105-2175-153 

Addition information was furnished to the Department of State by 
letter dated October 29, 1940* % letter dated March 27, 1941, the Department 
of State was further advised that Field was reliably reported as a member of the 
Communist Party* 

Ihfoxwaticn received duly 28, 1941, indicated that the name Noel H« 
Field, 419 Fourth Street, u* ■>„, .ashington, u, u., appeared on the mailing list 
of Friends of the Soviet Union. (100-7045-95 *2) 

i In 1941 or 1942, while in Nurope, Field became a representative of the 

? Unitarian Service Committee. (100-2175-43 

I*, (a) sum m* . m m m mMjmjaum 

t At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office 

i on May 13, 1942, no mention was made of Noel Haviland Field. 

H. (b) nmstidArioN cojducied 

No investigation indicated. 

III. (A) pHAMBKRS* AllEGATIOKS 3N BEI1S NOTED OBTAINED IN JtBBS, 1943 

At the time Mr. A. A, Berle, the then Assistant Secretary of the 
i Department of State, interviewed Chambers, he was advised by Chambers that an 

- GC 
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individual named Field (FNU) was believed to be a member of the Canrauniet Forty. 
It was indicated that Field was employed in the Western European Section of the 
Department of State at that time* ho farther identification was made of 
this individual at that time. However, he has since been identified by Dr, 

Paul “.Vilhelm Passing and hie wife, Hedi, as Noel Haviland Field. 

( 100 - 25624*27 

105-2175~X,n,X2,15) 


***• (b) j— mmm 

No investigation conducted. 

17. (A) QBAKBEBS 1 Jttl&SATIONU W MAY 10, 134ft 

Fields name was not mentioned during the interview with Chambers 
on Kay 10, 1945* 

37* (») 

No Investigation was conducted with regard to this individual at that 
time, as he was out of the United States* In November, 1947 an active investi¬ 
gation was undertaken on the basis of other data to the effect he was an 
espionage agent. 

On Kerch % 1948, a 15-page summary memorandum containing information 
available in the Bureau 1 * files concerning Field was furnished to the Central 
Intelligence Agency. Thi# memorandum reflects that Field, who has for some 
years been employed in Europe by the Unitarian Service Committee in the direction 
of their refiief program, was employed, by the Department of States from 1928 until 
about 1940 or 1941* Field 1 # pro-Cojiuainiit activities were reflected in this 
memorandum. Considerable information was also furniehed concerning him as 
obtained from Hedi Massing, who indicated that after leaving the Department of 
State, Field had worked with the league of Nations and that he had been used as 
a Soviet agent. (10.5~2175~X,X1,X2, 15) 
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C u\'xh:S wm-zX iUtJ 


x. scvjrcx gap a 


•.-.iv;- 


C’iil 


:» if. 


A Special Inquiry investigation was initiated oa decs ber 31, .1941, 
concerning i-lreo at toe request of Cffiee for x merge;cy manage.;® at* 

Copies of reports reflecting, the results jf hie investigation •were iurnisncd 
to tat ■ OK; during tiio first four months of 1942, the last report being 
furnished on April 14, 1942. Tie invest!; otton reflected tap.-; me ini or ant 
stax-d tost Fla to joined the Communist /arty in -aston in 1934, oat had since 
changed oLs v.ess and was regarded as a £ cialist. forever, ac was not 
known to nave renounced his a£i illation with toe Communist /arty . ins 
investigation also reflected employment in a Communist /arty book store in 
boston in 1934. On April 24, 1943, three-page summary of toe respite of 
toe special Inquiry investigation wu* furnlsned to Captain .<» A* poles con, 
secretary, Office of 'cite hoard of Economic Carfare, pursua.it to toe request 
of that organization on April 6, 194,. 


A hatch Act investigation war. initiator oa October 25, 1944, t/nea 
it* was asceriaineu that Plato was employed by uv Office oi tooaomic ..souare. 
This investigation was closed on February 14, 1945. tola investigation 
disclosed the same intor. ation as had previously been ontoined in. trie Special 
Inquiry, tot- file does no. reflect tna; a-u,. distribution oi the reitlts 
of k -i; investigation was isade until April 12, 1943, at which time & copy 
of the report »._s submitted to the tovision of Records. ft is noted that 

a su.v arj 00 e .-.jiavr avion lx* v —vr* a, r iles nuu pr«.vi^ui.iy re_~i 

furnished to the hoard of cono.aic ..arfare o,x April 24, 1943* 


luring tne investigation of the Gregory Case, it was reflected 
that Fla to was in contact with numerous subjects of the Gregory base. An 
Internal Security case mrs initiated concerning hi;;i in xsece.-ber, 1947* 
This investigaa on reflects that Plato is no longer connected with the 
Government;. (77-14177) 

II. CJjA. .v.i-aAiTj..,. Ch to! 13. 1942 


Chambers did, not refer to Plato or to an individual of * xe <:a„e 
description as Fla 00 daring the interview of fay 13, 1942, by Agents of 
the lew 1-ark Office. 


Jflc. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. ’TaSsT 


£*♦ dlo/ *_ XXX * to ia» a. 


MX. Flavin 
?lr. Lani 
1.x. KIchoTs~ 

Mx. ho sen_ 

v% ,^ac‘ 

Mr. L 'an_ 


1'. •■ -«A ■ 1 1*. 


Jto'Ato U 


•Q ■: . 1943 


Fla 00 iv;s roe ra.-hui.nih toil ,„v oerle notes. 


Mr. llaruo ■*“* A t 

1.X, ». h r — . If jy 

Mx. Penrtohp.to n ETT:h T>/^ 4 r 

AX. QUA/ Taa n- ^ J. x • /T 

Tele. .teem 1/ 

l.X. Mease f 


1.X. Kease_ 
Mips Gandy. 
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Hf U). CiB i.c;» L' &: /y 13. 19A‘i 

During tie interview wxfcn Chambers by »,tv icrt. Agents on ..ay 10, 
Ui5, bua .uert, while discussing an individual by V;.- name. A iosl, v..o., 
ne iaeatii.ed as editor oi’ ts.G *hrei._n service Journal la lo33, iiidicateu 
tuat xie xiau gone to j'os.'s home in Alexandria, Virginia, at wrd.cn tiue ic 
was accompanied by a little hunchback woo was then enyl.yed on a ,c\ 

<r ter's Project in .*& hinjuon, wnich wa: .leaded by h ury /• is berg. guaxibers* 
purpose iii ^oiig, to pcsVs no.,te was go address a a..ail unit .meeting of tie 
Co-U! ranist underground, of whic.i P-st whs tnc leaner. ^100-23-24-30) 

IV ( J) • lijV : b . iGA'ldit C C‘t-ra 

Files of the bureau fail to reflect tna*.. ay specific investigation 
has <-'f.en con.noted c.ne- rnin^ Chambers* allegation. It is noted, nowevc-r, 
that his description of 'the person w ;o accompanied Itim co .mis .eebiiv fits 
toe description oi Charles Sidney Fla.o very closely, and it is believed tae 
individuals are Medical. As a ~>ceo above, llato wao t-fc c;.bjnct vf an 
invet-tiga-nou prior to Onabberst allegations. 


Mr. ?ol3on_ 

Mr. E. A. 

Mr. OUT* 



Mr. Egan_ 

IV* burned-_ 

?tt% liar t o 
Mr. ». -hr 
Mx. Fannin -to n 
Vx • Qu" i .* Tat n 

Tele, xtcoit_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Ml::s dandy_ 
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ISAAC FOLKOFF, with aliases 
Sam Falcoff, Sam Falconvitch, 

Isaac Palclonoff, ’’Volkov,’* '^alkoff, 
“Dad, 1 * ’ f 01d Man 1 * 


X* IhVJSTIGATIOH PRIOR TO ClAM-ERS 1 AhLIKLATIOIS 

Active investigation of Isaac Folkoff, with aliases, was initiated 
at San Francisco, California, following receipt of a complaint on November 
13, 1940, indicating that Folkoff was one of the leading Communists in San 
Francisco and was believed to be closely connected with financial affairs 
of the Communist Party, (100-19243-1) 

This investigation indicated that Folkoff, of Russian origin, a 
naturalized United States citizen, was the proprietor of an embroidery and 
pleating company in San Francisco} was active in Communist Party affairs} 
and was constantly supplying amounts of money to Party members and officials* 
Inquiry showed him to be in close association with ■”Hliam,Schneiderman, 
California State Secretary of tue Communist Party. (100-19243-1) 

On October 16, 1941, a dossier was forwarded to the Special 
Defense Unit of the .department of Justice outlining available information 
concerning Folkoff* (100-19248-6) 

II. (A) CH&MB4TJ5» ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13, 1942 

Cnambers, when interviewed on the above date by bureau Agents, 
advised that an individual by the name of ’’Volkov’* (phonetic) was said to 
have been in charge of the Underground on the West Coast with Headquarters in 
San Francisco, and that this individual’s daughter was supposed to have been 
a courier between Moscow and the United States. (100-25824-22) 

II* (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

By letter dated July 6, 1942, the Bureau advised the San Francisco 
Office of the information furnished by Chambers and indicated that the 
individual referred to by Chambers would appear to be identical with Isaac 
Folkoff, the subject of the then pending investigation by the San Francisco 
Office. The San Francisco Office was instructed to conduct a vigorous and 
continuous investigation concerning this matter in view of the allegations 
received from Chambers. (100-19243-17) 


By report dated January 4, 1943, San Francisco submitted infor¬ 
mation concerning Folkoff indicating that he was running a successful 


B.C. Godfrey: r.er 


Kisseloff-26192.•-»*>’ 








business in San Francisco and that he was then a member of the Executive 
Committeo of a local section of the Communist iarty, Available sources 
renorted that Folkoff was a financial agent for -the party and was believed 
to have received regularly funds dispatched from the Soviet Union by special 
couriers. Sources reported that Folkoff continued to be closely affiliated 
with financial affairs of the iarty in both collecting and supplying money 
in the conduct of Communist affairs. Folkoff was reported by another source 
to have made a trip to the Soviet Union in 1935 • (This report was furnished 
to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice and is noted to have 
contained the substance of Chambers * allegations.) (100-19243-49) 

HI. (A) CHM3EBS* ALL’mTIOiS 13 F.SEE5 COTES OBTAIN IN JOKE* 1943 

The following reference was contained in the Berle notes obtained on, 
the above-indicated dates 

"Kest Coast - Head* n The Old Man* - Volkov is 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
courier. He knows the $est Coast 
underground *- Residence* San Francisco 
or Oakland - (100-25324-27) 

IH. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It does not appear from the Bureau files that the information 
contained in the Berle notes was forwarded to the Field at this time. It 
is uo be noted, however, that this information is practically identical 
with that previously furnished to the San Francisco Office. 

The investigation of Isaac Folkoff was continuing in the Field 
and reflected that Folkoff in 1943 occupied the position of Communist Iarty 
auditor for the 13th District at San Francisco. Information was developed 
concerning the possible identity of a Russian agent who reportedly brought 
money to Folkoff from the Soviet Union in 1932. (100-19243-80) A check of 

State Department records in D'ashington, D. C., verified the fact that Folkoff 
had made a trip in 1935 to Euarope, allegedly to Latvia. These records also 
indicated that Folkoff was bora January 10, 1881, in Latvia (then Russia )j 
arrived in the United States in January, 19G4.J and was naturalized at 
Brooklyn, New Xork, on April 9, 1912. (100-19248-82) At San Francisco it 

was determined that Folkoff, in addition to his previously described activities, 
had become an instructor in social theory at the Communist Iarty sponsored 
Tom Mooney Labor School. His close association with top functionaries con¬ 
tinued. (100-19248-88) 
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Information developed at San Francisco in February, 1944* indicated 
that in addition to prominent Communist contacts, Folkoff was maintaining 
connections with Soviet representatives at the San Francisco Soviet Consulate, 
including Gregori Kheifets. (100-19248-102) The reported, contact with 
Kheifets continued during June of 1944* (100-19243-111) /£<jf 

During the latter part of 1944 and early 1945, information was 
received that Folkoff was a charter member of the Communist Party in the 
United States and had been active in Communist affairs since 1919* Ihere 
was no indication of further contacts with Soviet Consular officials follow¬ 
ing the departure of Kheifets in July, 1944* However, Folkoff continued 
regular contacts with an individual associated with the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission and was known to have had confidential conversations 
with Stirling Hayden of -the U* S. Karine Corps then assigned to CBS. The 
informant reported that Folkoff had been the individual instrumental in 
interesting Hayden in Communism, (100-19248-130) (f\\ 



Tfiihen interviewed by Bureau Agents on the above date Chambers 
stated that he had also mot a man by the name of Volkov (phonetic) who 
was referred to by Peter (Alexander Stevens) a3 the "Old i*an." He added 
that Peter had mentioned him many times as the leader of the Underground on 
the Tfest Coast and pointed out that he had been located somewhere near San 
Francisco* Chambers added that Walkoff (as indicated in the text of Hew 
York letter of June 26 , 1945# reflecting the results of the interview) 
gave the impression of being a very efficient businessman and he believed 
that he had conducted some kind of a successful business in the neighborhood 
of San Francisco, A story which he had been told by someone whoso identity 
he could not recall was to the effect that »ialkoff had sold all of his 
possessions and interests in the United States at one time and had gone 
to Russia for the purpose of living there but that he had been so disgusted 
with Russian living conditions that he had returned to the United States 
as soon as he could. Chambers described V.alkoff as follows t 


Age 

Height 

Build 

Characteristics 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONHJCTKD 


Upper 50»s in the 1930's 
5» 6« 

Slim 

Good natured, joking, very smooth 
in conversation. (100-25824-36) 


Following the 1945 interview as reflected above the Bureau b.„. 
letter dated July 10, 1945# instructed the New Tork Office to recontact 
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Chambers regarding ’♦Volkov* or ’’Tfelkoff” (phonetic), indicating that this 
individual was believed to be identical with Isaac Folkoff, the subject of 
a pending San Francisco investigation* New Xoric was advised to exhibit 
a photograph of Folkoff to chambers for positive identification purposes* 

(100*25824-36) 

The New fork Office by letter dated August 21, 1945, furnished a 
copy of the results of the Chambers interview of May 10, 1945, to the San 
Francisco Office for their information in ebhnection with the Folkoff in* 
vestigation and requested photographs of Folkoff from Can Francisco for 
purposes of exhibition to Chambers, preferably photographs available of 
Folkoff taken during the early or middle 1930’s* It does not appear from the 
Bureau files that such photographs ware ever identified by Chambers* (100-25324-37) 

Investigation of Folkoff was continuing and it was determined on 
June 12,. 1945, that Folkoff met with Stepan Apresian, Soviet Vice Consul 
in San Francisco, which meeting took p.iace on the street under suspicious 
circumstances. (100-19248) Through highly confidential sources the 
Gommunist registration of Folkoff was determined and in 1945 he was known 
to hold the positions of Secretary and Educational Director of the local 
Gommunist political Association District, in addition he was known to be a 
member of the State Finance Committee of the Gommunist Political Association 
in California* Sources reported that Folkoff continued occasional contacts 
with the Soviet Consulate* However, this information was not further con¬ 
firmed. (100-19248-149)^^^ 

As late as February, 1948, Folkoff continued £o be very active 
in Communist Party affairs in the San Francisco area, particularly in the 
financial affairs of the Party. (100-19248-201) 

i 

Inasmuch as later reports of the investigation coneernin., Folkoff 
included references to then pending highly confidential Soviet espionage 
investigations, including the Comrap Case, these reports were apparently 
not distributed to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice. 
Accordingly, on May 27, 1948, a letter was directed to the San Francisco 
Office instructing that Office, to prepare a summary type report carefully 
protecting all Sources of information and confidential informants in order 
that the full results of the Folkoff investigation might be distributed to 
the Division of Records* (100-19248-204) 


Information concerning Folkoff as a person in contact with Gregori 
Markovich Kheifets, former Vice Consul of the USSR at San Francisco, as well 
as other connections of Folkoff, were contained in the summary entitled ’’Soviet 
Espionage in the U»S* W , dated December 12, 1945* This summary was distributed 
to the Tihite House, Attorney General, State Department, War Department, and 
the Treasury Department. //O 


Information concerning Folkoff *s position as financial advisor of 
the Communist Party in California was included in-a summary entitled ’’Comin¬ 
tern Apparatus”, dated March 5, 1946, copies of which were distributed to 
•&e Dhite House, Attorney General, State Department, and Navy Department* 





gtfSfi-rgjfS'tjEjSJSjSflSt? 


A2H£iU 2. VJSZSi 


I* iyy ixfu/ulih I Ct&.d ; hS* 


Foster, who has for nary years been one of .^:e l;adaiij figures’ 
of uhe Conatunisb movement in inis cesmbry, was tnt> subject of a pc^.onic 
investigation i'rora 1921 to 1942* Mi active investigation wc instituted 
in April, 1942, anu has conoJnueJ to t-»c present tiiae. Copies of reports 
since that date have been famished to die division of :,.teords as received, 
v 01-330) 


II. C-.5 ii ,.C.» A T ; -d* i h p; :aY 13. 1942 

Foster was nob r entions i m ode interview held on .toy 13, 1942 
with Caaubers by New lorn Agents. 


III. CTA:/otii3« :bbT-uA?X.l.S Id 13-nCB; /ms OSTAfatu it Jbli . 1943 
Foster*s nar.o wcs n.t mentioned in the £‘erle notes. 

IV v’.). C A B ■•••■* I .NO •£; AY 19. 1945 ® 


During Oiiaatberr * interview by dew fork Agents on ...ay 10, 1945, 
viidle discussing iris reasons for breaking with, the Cosonnist rarty, Ghaabers 
pointed out that Browder, Bittelsaan, ana Foster, to control tie Party, 
institute , one of <ue worso iu.aor reigns of terror no nan ever Known ana 
tiiai as a result of this he had resigned ais editorship of one ’hi ily *«orker J 
and had quit the Party. (100-2i5d24-3o) 

iv (i). I. -; btigavi;;; c ifhcy t 

In view of tne nature of Ghanbers* reference to Foster, no specif, c 
investigation concerning Cnaibers ’ reference w rr aade. 


ETT;hp 
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BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN 


aht; 


i i • 




f 


•’1 * ■ 


Active IwfcsUt^Ucn *as initiated tS an in-.d dev&I I'mx-n >.u 
..enjafidn Kields in Jura, 1941, on tec basis of inforE&tfoB contained in tie 
ft-vt.uv i lies reflecting tbaL I-ielis, v*Ho hud nuccjrouB sX5.&ses, lticlwsfcin:'} 
Xsa^:n, l-rte&sa, Isaac Fricctosdt, lasadere Friedman rsaebuh, Isadora r*e£ft*, 
* v •*■ »«y*7 Iifdjm, *as an active of ths r«5imist >orty .ond r>sa 

considered Uie cM»f fwiamist leader on Vs. Atlantic r act. ??* informtic-r. 
indicated teat be resided in ealtiaore and ran listed in the .ail;; ..erker of 
^e.'tsuber 15, 1937 as a .District f ; rt uniter of tee Cocjsanist- torty, fee files 
lit* c reflected, that he had been arrested on several occasions and had 
cc-.tribulcd to ccii,urdst j..plications, including the anthology entitled 
•role L^rian tdter&turs in tee l-nitod titsJ.es, n published by the International 
i-u) li:r‘cro Co&pany in 1935, 


it 


Iho investigation voa continued until ( ctctcr, 1946, at hue* lire 
" ‘"losod. it refected L at the true tare of Holds was crcr . rae-in, 
t'.o v 0 ’em in Hs&to in lia, Ho received eiUwassblp by virtue oi Ms " 
father*s nacvrelljauion in 1917, ife is microi to have Joined the Co^urtot 
*■ dn 1923 ar«& visited nuEria in l'"34, at V'ich tine he visited collective 
farr.s and attended a ritern* Con: rets held in loBcnw, He v;as dscirnatoci 

for the rout,unist . i rty in the f&ltlMm and etitHn-tua 
,, ’ ■ ** ! ■’ u ~ ^ " K * 4 "~ ee:..fcrt*-uti : d La * At ; _.i He uf ions, -and 

nis i'.iri'fc novel ,: T'ia < utsir.a leaf,*’ had been completed se of ccioh-rr, 1943, 

’./oil- ;lv sources Indicate tv i t e Ccmmicfc sarfcy corsiuers 10.32 a eood 
writer and ;:e has ties sever.-1 oi Mg short stories ptalisi.cd in fchw "t.ily ; orhar. 
In l/'t> he fvolishiJ a bool, entitled,- *■ iper Vo,?c has resided in 15 k 
•> e* IcrV: and Connecticut areas since 1941, (1C .3-24111} 


IT. 


■'* ‘ f v/vy 13, 1942 


This individual itas not ref#, rrod to by rfcawbvrs aurins- gn inxervi on 
txte idu conducted by lerl: Aj.uate c-n J.vy 13, 1>*42» 


HI ( } c:;• 




.>1 h‘ 


d] .’i, 1»43 


Iht' iKites *>f r* *®rl*, evpies of - idch «e«. r #Jc avsifeblr te vt 

14 . T<i 1 .'•i; ... ..1 ' ...... ^ 1 


-■**» iu June, 3743, ii.cluded a reference to 
av iv-liokss 


ticcf-d indivl i jal 


ETT/de 

9/3/48 


Cr^>atu., Hid .slidsurf: , trly . rraoittr - 'eojiuin (: »-;d«y> 
■ r.r cdpau, ;-1 ?.sb a told — then C-stiforr.ia — tha > cf via — i*cv: 
ui* «r;tonr :«-r a*' ro’id a»''V. ; <-n -f , 1 :if-— 're “' .■ r-tv* 


■Mend coimecticu. 


n (100-25824-27) 
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m m ISTSH TTOtOT COHDUCTB) 


file* of the Bureau do net ref loot that any specific 
Investigation was conducted as a result of Chamber** allegations. 

28 L-M- .CHjjimRs* Am&An m ok me 10. m* 

„ Ourlng the interview with Chamber* by Sew fork Agents on May 10 , 
1945 # Chamber* explained that Benjamin Friedman, who wa* nicknamed "Bundly,” 
was a little fellow who had been hit on the head in a strike and had been 
sent to Russia for a rest cure# After his return to the United State* he had 
been made caehier of the Comawnist Party cafeteria which had been run by the 
Party on Union Square in New fork City. He related that one Peter had told 
him that Friadman had become Organ!**? £*? M**yiand and that in 

Baltimore he had taken the name of Field. He also recalled tht Field had 
originally come from California. (100-25824-36) 

iv (s) imrESTis atiok conducted 


the files do not reflect that any specific investigation was 
conducted as a result of Chaufcers 1 allegation* in May* I 945 . ihe Friedman 
referred to by Chamber* i* undoubtedly identical with Most* Bragin, and it 
should be noted that, as indicated above, an active Investigation was 
Instituted prior to the first interview with Chamber* and the information 
furnished by him was already substantially available to the Bureau* A report 
dated January 7# 1944# setting out a summary of information available to the 
Bureau concerning Bragin was furnished to the division of Record* on January 29, 
1944* Subsequent reports were furnished to the Division of Records as received 
from the field. 


i 


V-' 
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Snhi&R GAttLXB 




I. X-.V~*.‘ flG* PitiC.i. Xu OMi-buto* AhltoGA '.IGhC 

Investigation of Garlin was initiated in July, 1341, on Lit* basis 
of information in the Bureau files reflecting tuab uarlin was an lector 
of the Comunis <i party in the 1940 presidential election, aua taat he was 
connected with tns '‘Daily worker." Inis investlgatio i cont-ina* d until 
lay 12, 1347, at wnicn tine it was close!, iiv investigation reflected t ,ai 
Garlin was employed by too “Daily ,.orker« in IJj. 2 an ■ in 1346 was Feature 
Editor of what publication, was the "Daily .worker" represents cive to 
Moscow in 1936, ana was the Public Relacioas Director of tit:- Pew York S^ate, . 
Canonist Political Association in 1944. de was Co-Gnair.ian of the education 
Committee of a new York City Club of the Communist Party in 1945 and has 
been a frequent speaker at various Comunist Party functions. Copies of too 
reports sub.rd.tteu in this case were furnished, to tiro division of Records as 
received from ln<: Field. (100-49101) 

xi. cm b~ H£' at& fa->ii::;s ay 13. 1942 

Garlin was not ne:. tioned by Chambers during toe . ay 13, 1942, 

interview. 

III. CdAs .jw-.-tCt' A Li. GAiIeii !>,. .£■ iL . ..jT^L) ‘i TA k.‘ 0 Is. Jtrr . 1*943 

uarlin was not mentioned in the _erle notes. 

XV (0). CM BitoSj AnLi M. i MY 10. 1945 

During the interview with Chambers on hay 10, 1945, by Hew fork 
Agents, ne advised t iaL in the early part of l*y24 hr asked seve. al acquain unices 
where he Cculd geo in touch with American Communists. *»e finally contacted a 
Jewish friend, gender Gailin, who was t „en connected wita Russian Relief. 

Garlin introduced hira to a man by tne name of Cnarles nrieger 4p .-onetic), who 
took him to a small Communist Party meeting in toe Jndscn stiver District, 
where he re^is^ered as a member of toe Gosuvnieu rarty* (10>-25G24—36 ) 

IV (ms). I Vi v.T.G ,; LUl, C 


Kir. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. TanST 

Mr. Cloy’_~ 

Mr. Glavir._ 

Mr. Lark: 


— As indicated above, Garlin nas been tn. subject of an invests gallon 

aii.ee 1941, and no specific inquiries hevo been made us a result of Cha.ivrs* 


Mr. NlchoTs__ —allegations in view of the nature oi such allegations. 


Mr. hocen 

v.* 


Mr, Iiar^o * 

Mr. \ h r 

Mr. jff niJJTTon~2Z 
Mr. -ram s 
Tele, rusen 
Mr. Mease 
Mlrs Gand y 1 
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I. 1,. j 'a'- ■- X .. Pill->jn i'u G •/d.lb.l.c* -.UL. JA ■ Xy<S 

4 a active investigation c.neeini% George v s ins ui, luted on 
bece.A>er 26, 1V41, as a r suit of information convaineu. ir» vne uxe-.u files 
reflct-iug vaat George was an active member oi thr- oo.irniu.nis . i J artj. I'ais 
investigation is still carriea in s pending status* Lie invest. on aas 
reflec Seif last he was a c tarter <center of the Communist Party - USA, and. is 
a brotner-in-law of Earl vrowder. he nas been a member oi the Central 
Comardttee, S-ate Board, and State Committee of trie- Party in California* 
tic w s formerly Editor-in-liuef of tne "daily People's »orld« newspaper, bit 
was relieved o.. this position in 1>4& after criticism by party loader ship 
in California, Ue was tried by tue Party on charges of fac bionalism, out 
nilliStm £» Poster intervened and enc-.^raged him to publicly announce his 
support of Party leadership, he complied ana wus not expelled from hK- rarty. 
.(ovisver, he was expeilea fra.” *.n>.- tarty on ocpte ber 20, 1;K7, sua has 
subsequently been in contact with other expelled members. v!0’>*lilb5) 

Copi-s of one reports oi‘ investigation of Geurve were 'hhiished 
to t.te ui vision or r.ecor os ur race_vex fro.. ..•ho Pi eld. 


When interviewed on day 1^42, by iiew York Agents, Chambers 
alw .ei v.i-.- fiai lisuu -atrur&e, bra.xdt.« ! . t * othey»iu**la'««, ziignt be of rr rest. 
George married Margaret Browder, who was later one of hriviosky*s assistants 
in Paris. Geor~e was active in the Pan-racific i'raue tnion Sec re uaxiat 
and Chambers was told trau ueorgt was in marge of all kinus v»f ruaergrouud 
work in one far last and J pan, and that no had headquarters in Pan Franeieco 

and bos Angeles. (lu0-25o24-22) thnt this information was .flready 

available the Bureau* 

II 4B). I;,V>£f,QAriaS Gd»u C&J 

As n; ted afe.ve, George was already vie subject of an inv-stV,. vi,-n 
r.S the li’o of Chambers 1 allegations. 2n-- investigation has failed to 
reflect uueorge is engaged in underirou.id or espionage activities. 


III. Old Atu GnTUiS It “'&£ wXl Ci^AL.^ 


Mr. Tolsor. 


1.50* CW 


Mr. Grlavir. 


fir. Labi """ "' 


Mr. Mchuls 

IV. 

fir. kosen 

V'. *ruc-, 

Ma * E:an 


Ur. .urnea 


Mr. Haroo 


Mr. \ hr 


fir. rtm^ii tor. 

Mr. Qu?.» Tagf 

oi*: 

Tele, ito.n: " 



George s cub rationed in tne dorl-u notes. 

.X ,.v' .id 1 1^45 . 


George was not mentioned cy Chambers during toe iuterv. ew with 


Mr. Keaec_ 

Vit’S dandy_ 


ETTjhp. 
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“•"‘t (it/*-mdt to Lyr 
ae u*. rrcehburg) 


ifT r. 


i 


The captioned individual first care to thy attention of the 
i ureau in connection ¥ith the case of Nicholas Dosseriborg, vho ■was arrested 
in '"royon in .Otcecber, 1939 in con»»ction Kiln a /assort fraud case, 
lau Kill recall that goseriberg later testified jtor the Covewment in the 
pasbi'ort fraud case a, ainst tarl i r:nder. In subsequent interview,-, ■with 
Ivrena Agents he aasdited acting an an agent for soviet ci ll taxy i nielli- cnee 
in the United htatea. He furnished caneiderabla information concerrin^ r. 

* illip loaenblictt, a dentist in he* iofh City, whose office was cued by 
uoviut agents for rui ing contacts r-ith thyir couriers, losenbliett departed 
froc the united states in the early ly?u*s, grcsunably for lustia. Investi¬ 
gation in 194^ reflected that he had resided at 143 esi H7Lh utreet before 
Ms departure iron Ms country and that this adurtfia as of 1740 vns * cccoied 
by cr* , T . frcerfcerc as a residence end .office, free: berg ms identified as 
" r. orris ttreanb^rg; (wifet Clara} vlo graduated fro*. the College of hyrici&ns 
c-jii i.orf‘.ons at folu.Ma T ‘niv«m*ity lit 1717 aid .&» a licensed pediatrician* 

Me irtened ta4 cllevue Hospital and received his dipices in 4«nfe, X'/l?* 

(61-b67:-24,ffc,13) 


■ e* ir.br in.’.uiiy tv'.eerniiig . osunulictt reuietica ir.«L ^Ilis .ouvulliv-L 
acquired title to premrty at <9 ‘cst 119th Itre/t, Her, Icrh City in 1915 fror. 
her husband, 'hilip, uiX : ©rii*. wr»i Hars rr:.t vborg. fht only ericur: brar.ee 
existing cn v.e property ms a paver ■>*!' attorney 1 tea April 14, 1935 (stu’WHtrnt 
to oe.'*rttrs of Ixsenbliett nr a :*iu v.lfe iroa v»a Inited Mates), ap' Mating, 
..orris treenoerc, 143 .-cat fe7Ui, treat, as attorney to manage *.:■* prop*jrty &t 
v‘? e&t 119th K tr«et. telective service- reccris in ho fork miect tHmt 
ir. enlcrg *a& Lorn dure 6, It*90 in horania. In 1942 he mu r.;>loyed Ly xtc 
l ’ ri. Oily '•:-,.-:rtr.hht of health s* • piviwi*l©l©< let, inch r-rpu *f v ? ivitdon 
of pideaiclory in f r * muau of * ra-voi-tatte 'dseasas. dls duties co.ncHtc-d of 
♦*uj perYisirg the investigation of all euttrcals of epidemics in ' ev For city. 
Further ir/'uijy reflected t\&% he »as mtersliicd 'ibrueiy 1, 1312 in her. f-.ri 
Mt; a^d had husn first ersloyed by the city of ' c-a hcrl. T .n IbO. (6.s-3>i'4E>37) 


mothsr ?s;vcisfci of lomltrr in tic 

,r If 


n ct; iliiery 


c-hce 

•rricc cr Jcrcyh fou? in, ahe- <ar. i'-l.rvicKcf on ;.pri? 13, 1941 cy 4 chtt of 
iru for o’.-..-.rt hfihce. **a;r.*n> adrithe.’ c...tacts lift o?»rnburf., •c:.*;”..^ictt 
ana ct . rc, u.a acquaintance * a~ Kith f^Cir i tchl, v ,-;o at also irmclvrj in 
-ovlh-t i j VkulH;cnce «ctivitii.t ? . : h /•.. it ' acted as an o cat i v -r V u 

a.f-.t i”:b..il1. *or<ce •:«$ or Ir^Irr* t;at the isi-.tr . nroc. s *;ro ectin os 


ETT/de 


13 


Kisseloff-26201 






Jet Stymie. '!« bid state i.-st Vosenblitibt 5.r Vr IVv^-.r-i? -iaw t 
having b&rr\i-i >da :il’e*a i-isier, .’lie Tmsnbvr^* <■& s third t ?--i t-y 
Visurblietts i* i a eau ; htcr who died ?>Z caccer ab-sut X73-’ at t. & a { *« 
of iv.vlte a.-a u. --rtly t r*c.8i’t.ir i- *;• ’,yut t,2 x ye&la, •. v.re Huy 
presuRSlly i. iiU reside* 0/ : >; ; /tj737—13 j 

H r^’. ; o-£» /Jh rg ; v 13 , 1942 

ireenberg was not /xnti.ned during the interview rith rhaiJxrs 
on m% 13 f 1042. 

nr (a)* H'A- 1 -vi» x. ixn-;: ,vns :yaxw;,ii t% ji:..j, 1943 


The notes oi . r. »erle, copies of nudch t ere sado availsbl' 
imvaa, contained the icllovlrv: reir rer ce to -'»reenborgs 


to the 


^London 


7r. Philip ..csenblictt ■- , crs=erly of (ilrb * t* and 7 *v-ay, " •., 
_-r* cr«.-es: er,., (host 7wth, let, io*k 

* re thf*r-l r-lat 

L.j~-riCc.ti leader • i :*rXti;?n f nd«r;*rouncl » 

Tcai in /'.erica \uzk or'.n (eUUa- /'dllpvvicft 

-* all l*UJOSlSV) 

real noi.e - 

DO.-dJ 7. 




7*“.’ /*' 


ITt (*). r; 


d*rv /■• .xyjj 


\viti '-..jv?au i'iies »<L 1 vo iviit-ct t- r.t g_-r; inve.-ii?, at lan ws lrJl'3\&d 
as it mult nr > iiajAtrs* :.llt.y;-;iiens an c--hu*i’’ed ’* ,r. notes* 

11 iJ&L&l £L '2lx • •*'■ *-«civ-y IQ* 1745 

Surin. the interviewith Cv 8 .tV.rs ty \w ior 4 eats on • ;.y 10 , 19 X 5 , 
i-»die ctlsctiesis^ .Or* , hilio i cscr.blictt, he recalled tor e- CEer.blj.ett had 
occasionally tclied atcut ii.s tret, ^r-ir-CUw, hr# crco-tery, .c., ; i>o 
on . ».-Et 79th Ltreiit In Sew Vrk City, c-e never rH Ort-ocber.^, tut asser-cd that 
/urbeys Greerbery wee cr^Tu ed in co&rurj at underground activities. ft >£*» vA-Sfc) 

£■•■ U*)* * 7;nvy:«i 

Co lnvestiy. 43 .liun bay been cosdtcled as * it ’'tit of chrrX-err* jn?*y.U-:nc 


on 


y i u. 


Inc ahuvu Ini'oiratlon w,..ld ii vacate tit ,*r. ;>rvi« r r*i.t' 


i'j vr .eebuwly ident c J %-ith t.r rrer-u r-, r*'>\m-d to !;• C^'b-yrs. II ij 




G3 
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V.&t teo :-vn:Lv, cc,r4uctcd iDquirits e^extiag; Preosfcu*: rricr la the 

receipt- ei" Itsfcwetim £«k Churtssrs* v;*tac iasqairics x.cm Ter the 
purpose .:± ideroifjli& ids* &«d, fificertaiBiUy Me oonrwcUcn *ith .r* hi Up 

ifcii!• .i'i#>* i. ^ *, t £*■*• 


viet e> out. 
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, : /.w.* .-ir-- .., ;. •• .. .. - . K&y6,1942 ,reopened 3/3/43 & con- 



* 


. Toi&cn_ 

« E. A* *Tacr 

. ;le,^_“ 

. flavin_ 

4 Lade, _ 

« Ivi^KcIs ’~~ 

» Kofoen_ "* 

*• Irac y ' 

. Egar,_ 

, luinea_ 

. Kart o _ 

. * ofir 

, Peiu-ln^TL 
. Quinn Tflisr-' 

Le. hour,_ 

, Lease_ 

ri& Ofandy 
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A report dated Juno 2, 1043 was fumic.xd to <••>» i» fl. 

vsltb, Chiof of the wpociid i«r folleiea Halt of tie r-opj,rtssent of .Tur.tice on 
July 20, 1943* subsequent ropori* in this investigation - ere furnished 
to i?r* .-with and/or the .1 vis-on of Kecorda m received froe the field* 

<6>5066) 


XI (a) rni,v.iLi^» ,y,turAi..»:Bs ois bay 13, 1942 

' -'-hen interviewed by Jfcw loti- Amenta on lay 13, 1942, Ohanber# aebdaed 

that ths? i retb.er of f rtrude or had been Head of tb& federated brass’* 
in * aatenrton and was a «ay 3TOT forty (CoEutmlst 'Irby) aaa# -d. indicated 
t at th>„ <■*!ed&rated Press* -sea on c<r^>n filled with Cora urdou» aui stated that 
Oertrude Hoasler*# brother a# of 1042 was in iho CtC* (l.r;K#d24**2*) 

n (B) -ir-i? ^ 

Ho specific investigation has been conducted oa the basis ui the 
alle^ationc of rkwebers* It Is to te notel, n .wover, ’-lat as reflected ebeve, 
the srt.au was cognlranb of Ifwesler in 1923 ar.*l initiated an active ia/istii.aticn 
of hist in 1939, prior to receipt of Information Press chambers* lue infors&tiou 
furnished by Chamber# was *sXr*.ady evullable to tie bureea ss of thni tine* 


III CH&?B9KS» m.dsm?1£ IH JUTci, 7'» JHKK, 1943 


fhe^e is no reference to ifeeccler in the PerXe notes, capita of which, 
wore furnished the Bureau in June, 1943* 


VI AT DXLIT^-»& 9» ag 10, 1945 

^easier was not rentier* d by •.haubers during the interview with him 
by Hew fork front# on Bay 10, 1945* 


ce 
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Ul*i Li i iLticlIS 


I. IhV tefldA .IOy PtilOit TV Ctl bc.it..- 1 AuT uA-.XOhS 


Investigation of • c eap;.ioned individual wan initiated on 
*.arch 1«, 1341, on to*. tosus te iatwr^ a ^ion received indicating feat Harris 
was an active Communist ate e-gaged in Cora- .unist activity, fee investiga¬ 
tion has continued to -fee present tide and. is still carried in a penning 
s atus. Investigation has disclosed tnao Harris has been an i. p&rtanb 
member of wue Coicnunist Party for pears and in June, 1346, was elected as 
permanent Secretary of tec National darn Coo. ission of the Party. 
Confidential sources have advised that Karris was the iavasarer of fee 
secret funds of tie Party, w deli can oe used for undercover operations. 

Ue lias been in contact with numerous national functionaries of tna a arty 
and wife numerous known aad suspected Soviet aye its. From October, 1943, 
t. rough January, 1344, pertinent reports were fornisued to the ©'vision of 
Records as they were submitted, fee reports for the period o.. January, 1344, 
to July, 1947, were sent to the bivision of records on July 1, 1347, a id 
subsequent reports were furnished as received. (100-15251) ,'n d 


II. Cte ti feih AferdAite 


m 13. uh 


Chambers did not refer to .Harris in fee ay 1>, 194h, interview. 

•V. C* Alt! <V <X0\S Tl l-tefe yVeLb .lifer/ j Id JUfe. 1943 


Harris was not mentioned in the Herle notes. 


IV V A). UiA--aJhS« Ast, GAIIh6 ± tM jQi dV45 


During fee interview wife Cna bers by Agents in the Hew lori Office 
cn ..ay 10, 1345, he failed to identify the photograph of ijarris, but wnen fee 
name ws '.cationed to him, he readily recalled fear Harold ..are h d talked 
to ulk abou u Harris, indicating feat Harris was a close friend of .tare. 
Chambers was unable tu recall further details. 


. Tolson_ 

. E, A. 'farm 

. ciog , - ( _ 2 

. Glavlr._ 

• Udd, 

. UlchoX e 

. hosen_ 

. irac ;__ 

. L^an_ 

. ,*rneu_ 

• Hart. o 

• ’• -'h r 

. penr.m.-ton 
. Quh r Taiuf 

le. noon_ 

. Keasc_ 

: ;s Gandy_ 


fV V ! -)• *- 9 f ij.G fife (» vif. Gun 

..v specific efforts have Ueu made to verify fee alleged friendship 
between Jarolu. ...are auu. Ha ris. 


hhp^ 
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mm hiss 


INV^JSATXOM PRlOit TO CBftMBEKS* AIISGATI0K3 

Alger Hite tee investigated in the latter part of 1941 and the 
early part of 1942 in accordance with the provisions of Public law Number 
135 (Hatch Act)* At that time Hiss had been reported to be a member of 
the hashing ton Committee for Democratic Action, according to the House 
Committee on Un-American activities. It was determined, however, that the 
name of Alger Hist did not, is fact appear in the active indices of that 
organisation, but that the name of his wife did* Since Hiss w»# then ^asis- 
tant to the Advisor on Political delation# in -the Department of wtate, a 
copy of the report on this investigation was furnished to the secretary of 
State by letter dated March 24, 1942. This report set forth information 
furnished by a former fellow employee of Hiss* in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration that Hiss and his associates in the AM if not Communist# 
were fellow travelers. No other unfavorable information was developed, 
and Hiss himself denied in a sworn statement that he had ever been a member 
of the Communist Party, the Washington Committee for Democratic Action or 
any other organization advocating the overthrow of the government. 

The State Department on March 2b, 1942, advised that the report 
furnished to them afforded no basis for administrative action against Hiss. 
(101-2660*5 *6, 65*56402*695) 

Ha. (a) qh.^e ees* smmimMm 

On May 13, 1942, Chambers told Bureau agents that Alger His# and 
his brother Donald Hiss were members Of the Communist Party underground 
organisation in Washington which «»» beaded fey Harold ..arc. Chambers de¬ 
scribed Alger Hiss as a former employe a of the Agricultural Adjustment Ad¬ 
ministration who later served in the government*# investigation of the 
munitions industry and subsequently became Assistant Solicitor General of 
the United States. After that position he became assistant to the Assistant 
Secretary of State* (1CXJ-25824-22) 

Us . ffiummmem. smnm 

The Bureau*# fils# do not disclose that any investigation was 
conducted in 1942 following Chambers allegation# about Hiss. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS* AliH?AT10NS W BBBX3S MB OBTONKU IN JUNE. 1943. 

The portion of the fieri# notes which pertains to Alger Hiss read# 
as follows! 

H Alger Hiss 

Ass*t to Sayre - OP - 1937 

Member of the Underground Ccen - Active 


< s o 
GO 
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Baltimore Boy? 

'wife *- Priscilla Hiss - Racialist — 

7§arlv davs of Haw be&l’ r 

i» ** 

There is no record of any additional information furnished by ' T r, 
Berl* when those notes were obtained from him. in June, 1943* 

ill* (b) iinm^ismoN coHi^c’rh'D 


!"o indication has been found in the Bureau* a files to show that 
inquiry was mad# concerning Hiss in the light of Chambers* information con-* 
earning him as furnished by Hr* Berle. However, on March 27, 1945, a summary 
m^ryanrbivn covering Alger His a’ background and activities and the allegations 
SdP %ambers concerning him were' submitted to Froderict’ B* Lyon of the State, 
friptttment* The aubstance of this raenorandum had been /urnished, by Mr. 

1* A. Tasra on March 24, 1940, to liobert Lynch, Special Asaiatant to the 
Secretary of State* (101-2C65-9 and 10 and 12} 

IY. (A) CltftMBBRS ALLBQfvTIOKS OH MAY 30, 1945 


when intervlewad on May 10, 1945, Chamber* said that Hiss, who 
in the meantime had beecsae General Secretary of the United Nations Conference 
at San Francisco, had met on several occasions with Harold Ware** group and 
that he had usually attended meetings of the group when they were held at 
Henry Collins* house. He said tint when-Biss went -with the Senate (Bye) 
Committee investigating the munitions industry, he was segregated from, the 
group and had no more official contacts with them*. He said, however, that 
Hiss did meet socially with many of them and was particularly close to John 
* s slsrfeor* £»*j•hT^a/h ’b*-. 

to Relieve that Hiss had broken away from the Communist Party. As a reason 
for this belief he explained that after he. Chambers, had broken with the 
Party he had made a special trip to Hiss* home in Georgetown Section, Wash¬ 
ington, for the purpose of persuading Hiss to leave the Party. Chambers 
explained that when he arrived Hiss* wife frisc! 11a was the only one there* 
and that while Chceibers momentarily excused himself to go to the bathroom, 
he observed Hiss* wife going to the telephone ’’obviously to get in touch 
with Party mem'.ers, n Chambers immediately returned to the roa» and awaited 
the arrival of Alger Hiss* bhen Biss arrived they had dinner together at 
his heme following which Chambers says ha talked with him all night in an 
endeavor to persuade him to leave the Party, Chambers said that with 
tears streaming down his face Hiss had refused to break with the Communists 
and had given, as his reason for not breaking his loyalty to his friends 
and n in dries. Chambers pointed out that in his opinion one of the strong¬ 
est reasons for Hiss* maintaining contact with the Communist Party was 
the fanatical loyalty to the Communist Party on the part of his wife, 

IV. (B) XhT'-r.lIGAflOU C-NfbCg^P 


0 

0 vf 
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Although ad action was Immediately taken concerning Chamber** 
additional information -with respect to Hiss, it is to be noted that Bias 
eras also named by Elisabeth Terrill Bentley on November 7, 1945, as having 
taeu involved in a Soviet espionage i*ing# ° 


Hie*, as a result, became the subject of intensive investigation 
in the development of the Silvermaster Case* In a memorandum dated 
November 30, 1945, the Attorney General ms furnished information concerning 
Alger Hiss alleged connection eith a Coanunist underground group in 
Washington as furnished by 'Whittaker Chambers* (66H564G2-94) 


Since at that time His* ms still employed in the Department of 
State information concerning him ms again furnished on December 4, 1945, 
to the Secretary of State in a summary entitled Soviet Espionage in the 
United States, dated November 27, 1945. ,,, „„„ * % 

(61-3499-198,500) 

^ ,,, Sinoe that time numerous memoranda dealing with Soviet espionage 
activitiee in the United States furbishing the .results of investigation 
of such activities .and in which reference ie made to Alger Ittse have been 
furnished to the Whit# House, the Attorney General and to the interested 
agencies as will be noted in a memorandum briefing the Bureau’s investigation 
Of the Silvermaster Oast* 


It may be noted that Alger His* was iatervieesd at iii« request 
by a Bureau official (Hr. S, *. Ladd) m lurch 85, 1946. At that tins 
Hlos explained that he wished to clear up any questions that might hare 
criesa comerainghie loyalty to the Govsmmont, eJnee it had been brought 
to hie attention by the then Secretary of State Essies l*. Byrnes that hie 
mm had been mentioned in connection with subversive ccganizationa. Hisa, 
on this occasion, denied that either he or his wife were ever ambers of 
the WsuMngfcott Coasittse for Dwaocratio Action. Sc mentioned the possi¬ 
bility that hi* wife could Jars been a amber of the league of Wcasn'tfr 
Choppers because ho thought that seas of hop friends had been members of 
that organisation* Hiss further emphatically stated that at no time bed 
h© boon a mesher Of the Communist Party or had any assoc 1st iota with it. 

Be further holered that he knew of no friendo of his who wore Member* 
of the Party. Asked whether he had any association with any person or 
persons who might be ambers of spy subversive organisations which might 
have caused the belief to exist that he likewise was a amber of such 
organisations, he stated that he knew of »o association on hi* part with 
any persona Which would lead to this conclusion. The results of this 
interview were made available to both the Attorney General and the Secre¬ 
tary of State on March 85, 1946. 

(65-56402-11281) 
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%% ehoold 9im be noted that JT Whittaker Cfcedbers ms 
interviewed on Hurch 26, 19*6, at Hew tori: City, with specific reference 
to Algor Hiae, c» tfcia occasion he 8*14 he wee unable to elaborate or. 
«ry tc* infonaaticai concerning Hie** ccaaneotion with the Cceeewiet 
party ’which he had furniehad at the tine ho we Interviewed in 19*2 end 
•gain in 19*5 by Bureau Agent*. He recalled that after 1937, -being no 
longer entirely eeeooiated with the Ccaauaiat Party, he had loet ell 
contact with Alger His*. He stated that, as e natter of fact, he had 
absolutely no information that would ©aocleaively prove Hies held a 
necbership card in the Coaanniet Party or that he w an actual dues- 
paying aceaber of the Party even while he waa active prior to 1937. He 
declared that he knew in 1937 Hie* we* favorably i mpr e ssed with the 
Cowsaniet soveaent and was of the belief that Hie* we* then ( 19 * 6 ) still 
of the am* belief*. He indicated he did not have any docxaamtary or 
substantial proof m which to base thia belief and based it solely on 
coaacr.te sad* by various Keehii^toc and Kev 7 crl newspaper writers at 
the tlw. 

(100-25824-38) 



Kisseloff-26210 






H •rfXE 

jDCHRAEJE? si™ 


x, iimmogicat mca to chawsrs* mx^mrn^ 

A Mttii let 1— ti—tion —mi laitit—i —Ml—c Tit— Ian 
fate—ary X?/ £9*2# at wfeleb ti— li— a— an —plop— «f tb* Bipart—at of 
8t*t«„ tb* 1 —m ridgott— a— initial— l* a i—»b — tb# Mm Co—itt— I—I 
£i*t*d m— — a ——bar of tb* 1 —bin gt o n Co—iltt— for 3— a tlc Mloo. 

During Hm iar—tig*tl<»# m la fa—it —rl—d that too an— of 81— Aid not, 
in f*ot, *pp—r la tba —ti— Indio— of that -gaols— bo—r, hi* alt* 
mm li»t*4. fbo lor—tigoti— 41—lo*#A — omiiotioa with tb* Co — un lot 
firte or rrnntit fmctk imns. *o& HIM* In i iwottt itttlMitf on SWorowpy Z6* 
19 * 2 # 4—i*4 that bo —a m mmhrne «f tb* f—hiagtco Coo*itt— for P—ocrot l* 
Aotico —4 that bo adte—tod rnmeOmm mi tb# M—ft Oo—wa—t. *ba r ep o rt 
of tb* lav—tigatlaa —a fnmlob*& to th* a-rot—y of Stab* — March 4# £94?, —4 
Maroii 9 , a. BawI—4 8Js—, Ae*l»toat S—rotary# adriood by latfcor* *Hr. 31— i* • 

TlATll il^LCyfii OS. m9rn SOpW^PHtt* MO 30 JrtiX M& XWfWOPXjr MOM SJf WriOM O* 

tb* big—r osffloM— of tb* —porta—t* f— la nothing la tb* —port of inrr—ti- 
gatlon —lob — was — any —alalat—tlv# aattoa —4 It la ban*—d you will wioh 
ao to —port to tb* Can—o * *xo—tins —« SI— fra* tb* —no wro faw f od .* 
<£01-4300-2 on* 3) 

£1 (A). ClAMga8* OB MAX £3* I9t2 

Ch—arw oirl—4 t—t Ala*r H— ao* lw—14 II— worn a£*o —ntar* 
of th* —dorgrcron*. erg—i—tiaa — r —wr— ty —« — ant tb—a —a alao 
laft tb* aaa imt r—i—4 la tba o—w a —t —rri—» 9—«£4 Si— —a la tba 
labor — part —m. on* ill— Turkic* thought a groot 4—1 of Slat* C—m—w* atatad 
that tb* forty oo— la Oollforsio 

la ▼!— of tb* tafia*—* —l— bo algbt bay*. Si— a—oogo—tly —nt to tba 
fillippi— blTiaica of tba —par—t of Plata. {100-23684*22, pag* 6) 

n (a), iwiaia mgi ccjpwatB 

fba «£— of tb* Tmm a fall to roflaat that any la—otlgatloa —a 
ooado a tad m tba b—la of thl* oU*g*tloa. 

m (A) - Qgflgggg* ALrac—igc ta 3SBLS S0HC8 £B&gg&JMS*J!£& 

rnm Sari# not—, —pi— of wbl— — obtaiaad, or* **t oat — 

folio—! 
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gsgtf stjijss 


4 


vlOJ-25-24-27) 


Donald Ifies 

{ rdllippine . dViS-r) 

„.®ofct-r oi Co../,uaisL Parly with Pressman ana ./■ 
Labor depart .eat - Asst. 00 Prances rerkirts - 
Party irnted hi:: u lere - to-3e.;i hli ■ 
as arbitrator - .rM^es trial - 
rovt^ht along by brother - 


itx 0). ilt piiGA.juft cj.tu/-o 

The files oi tue bureau fail to reflect that any specific inv s Li¬ 
gation was cond; ted on the basis of sue allegation. 


In response to a request by hr. Pr-'d Lyon of the Ota to Departn.nl, 
a decora idsaa ctalaS.ni- inf creation in the bureau flics v.rs furnir icu „o him 

on larch 31# 1343. inis aenorandu.* set forth C:&.Jbers* allcg.aoi.us c- ncc-ruim. 
Hie s» (101-43 0 >4 } 


IV \t% ) m G 


i.» 


I Tot 


, M£ » :yp imm lgiid 


Lurin,, va^ ;.ay 10, 1045, interview ulth Oha.oe.s by :,tv; x^rli i^ents, 
Donald hiss was uentionea : s tnc fcr-jiirr oi Alger Hies, but otherwise* tins not 

identified. (l ; Jvj-23^4-j6) 

J arch 28 , l&<$* interview. 

i. f tO. i v ul-rii 1 1 


Ite addition*! infcraatlon *** furnished in tb* 

(10r^32it-38) 


on 


Bureau files i’sil to reflect that any investigation wae c>-duefeed 
v.10 Laris ou Cha.uiiNcO all- ..utiu.is. Huwever, Ixquirit'S eoaccraJuj wr.ald 


. Tolson_ 

. E. A. Tars 
• Clog ’* ’ 

. siavln_ 

. Ladd ~ 

. XichoIsT 


, n 0 sen_ 

. True _ 

. B ear._ 

. ^t,rnea_ 
. Karoo 
■ hr 


Hi s were . nde in co. ueeuion vdtn vue Gre b ory investigation. A aimoraxid u 
dated Bovenber 27, 1345, entitled R 3oviet -spi^na c e in t ie United Staved 
was furnisned to rrigadi-r General Harry il. Vaughan, Military Aide to tue 
President, tue Decretory of oeate, and the Attorney General on Lcce.mber 4, 
1/45. inis .*eAoraafic«a included uuc infor. auion LnaU Onadsers had stated thau 
Donald Hiss, brother of Aljc-r itiss, was X« tna Labor Department. Cha-Xxrs 
lis to 1 a group oi persons kuown to liia as being iu -nr under.ground apparatus 
of turn Communist Part;/, ina&eacn at. he- nad atte dcu ~i.ee lings where Lneso 
persons werv present. One of Inesc- persons na.ed ty Chambers r<as Donald Hiss, 
ana m- indicated unat u.:-e Party wanted Hits to stay in the Labor e*; partaeui. 

ol—,4v/“*l3--, lj)j (1 jO- 7 2o-3V) 

* 

_ \ ,.,-e torandta. cvrlio.vid round Loviei ;• apian* .e LrgSiiizt uion, 

±fix0?ii; in Agencies o. Hi. united Elates Uove-rnnent r Gated Jjvbreery al, 1346, 
zsras Xurnisned to General Vaughan, th • Lccretnry of Etate, v _e 4..tor ey 
□Scncral on february 25, 1346. Iliis memorandum contained ell the infer a Lion • 
ZEoncerning Donald Hiss w .ich .ad Lee*, f»,.r.'»is-ieu co the u.reai by „hitfcaker 
( 65-56402-573) 

•— - ,> •> 

_ JO 

- 2 - 


. Penningto n 

iefi^-Gnr-.bcrs. 

, Nease_ 

is Gandy___ 
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Vf..i:.C;TT.i 4 <ih/? 

f-rs. * hi&c hiss) 


X i:;v...rih hTiv, hia s-.r* a»j.- 

is> Investigation isa* conducted conceri'JLig the cs^tioni-d ift3IviAi*i 
prior bo ii«* receipt of inforsatton Cron : ,Utfct*k*r Umiktr*# 


u 


# r , -v i ** 

iw^Lj^k^LL 


jdL MUm 


riseilia id*»» «f£8 not ,«euUon*d % uh*Uib*r* durl*K iks interview 
dtUt his by ■pent# of the how fork o, lie# ■an ..ay 13, 1?42» 

III { ) ■"l.i- tiXn -x~_. )-> |'' v '*-~ > i>Dl«X^'-i> JLH .Jt^ii.'.^. Xv4p 

ib* i/tiplo notes which mere uad» avail* hi* to the bureau in Jute* 
Xyh ? r»»&«et*ri the fallowing* 

v>Iger bias 

assistant to ayrc-C. -1737 

- ember oX the underground wsr&.-aetiv# baltbrore boy#- 
wlfTisdlla jt.iaa-aoclaliat- 
early day* of he* /‘eel* 1 * 

(iua-25S24-27) 


111 «tMMMWMMaMXH^WNNMmN*tMUU 4 MMMaSl)X 4 MH 

The filet of the bureau failed to reflect fc?*b my iave#tij*tioa 

«.>» conducted concerning . rucltia .-.Jm on thn basis ox vv- reference vo 

her in the iisrle notea# 

whmbera during tne interview with bit by nee lark **ent# on aay 
la, 1/45 discussed hie aA forte to persuade -Iger rise to brews, away frost 
the CmmmU% Xarty. he stated that after he, chamber*, had broken with the 
,-arty he visited the tima, of Algep bias to attempt to persuade hiss to also 
break away. Kite* wife, < riscllla, was the «tdy ana there when he arrived 
ar*d while he .wueritartly aroused hi-a«lf to go to bit© bathroom, l«a observed 
**ra* hiss imediately go to the telephone obviously to *|«t in touch with 
, arty seekers# he la:, dietely returned to tie root* and awaited the arrival 
of -lger, unfetter# expressed the opinion that or# of the strongest reasons 
for his* mlnUlning contact with the lo&vunlst .arty the fanatic loyalty 
to the wo^auniat : arty on the part of hi* *dfe# (luu-253&~3&} 


0.5 

** 
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i fm Sit** of tu% .urnai. failed to rciUet that any Inv^uti^tlon, 
m» eo*v acted osi I'm feasts of wnacifee*** *JJUg«.ttoo# a,-.it therr is <u> 

Indication tia?> tie toior-.si.iQn furnished fey ‘.humbers m% distributed to 
any vtttsid# St-ency r rior ta u& Interview with :.U 2 fcb*th *«ntley in the 
fail of X9A5 in connection * J.tn tie hwstfor/ Ca«« It is noted that 
* r. herle of the .-tat* 5 Interviewed theater* trt 173/ and the .-tote 

te^rto^ut therefore was in puasarasion of to* i;U\tfwatL»r* concerning 
*: iaciUw alas# tru* ’Hite of -law** »-iss# £ tote :**&** dsrat **l*, laje»* 

>« ?.«Ktarnndij®i dated -avea-har 2?, lyf J c&j>t toned# ‘soviet ». nonage 
In the halted ..totes’ 1 *ss J'-fnbh#d to uri;;»dler umetl iwij a* v&u^rjsn* 
'tSfefcsry *ids to the ! r*5*dent# to the .'gerstery of i-tatc and to ti.e 'tfcorrwy 
.mneral on ;:«e«nb«r 1915* inis Atrmrsndvai included 5ef oration furnished 

the bureau fey vl.aabers relating to . rise111* hiss to fens effect that in hltt 
Opinion the strongest reason far ^lyer niss uaiutainlng his status with the 
..arty was the fans tic loyalty for the csessuniat . wrty on te* *Art of his 
wife* fhls sector amtou feko included tofurcktlon obtained as 4 r-ssoit of the 
bureau** interview with lizabeih ->ehtley iathe bregory tose* (11-54/tol» 

rm 'L^nz^m 

?■ msoreri'ten dated February 2JL# 1*46 entitled* ‘*i acitrp'ouiid ovlefe 
, eploti&fje ubfitAtoatioa ^ ,- - ,'v*v In 4.£<sjtcte8 oi the .nftod ■tetos aovomixcat 5f 
was furnished to Oemrel Vsoghsn* > ltit*ry wide to the , resident* the 
secretary- of «t*t« end ta* attorney general on a eorusny <->» lilt. Ihfes 
:wjor^dum Include 4 '* in addition so tit** fe.&r ration furnished fey Iferabeth 
useiittey* All of the feuforsasvion un£cmfe.fi . rJUcillh, hits wr, ich has bee** 

1^*1? »h0{f ♦.•t t^r* Hu i**s»u h?H ,.m* im*hera* (bw'.to . 2 ~n* 7 V> 


4» active inventIgstlan ;a* toea conducted of .rlactfeu hiss beside* 
the 5 nv*?;»»t.1 ,u>,11 0 a conducted, of ».JUiS its connection with the ors^ory 

investigation which, of coscras. Included inquiries r-Istive to his wife* 
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wtukCV; liufCtili'.S 


Ou 1J, 1 )!■% 

ETT:hpy^7 
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J n. r ,r rxr? 
a ::: 40'"? : *- r . »i*l 4 T ;r 


j-f "r >•*'•1 

V c* U' l£ « w t 


73W firnl '.iV'e.':r. : ?.Uv :n tix 'tex m*3 £& \ ?e?rr£xiz Jbirrionc 
ia a ItiVw.r frit: V - u-te «. rt.-nt X-t«> 27* X;.'7 # Hfct 

402jv» %o>Yi ' n» - ■ S’X y©icUx »* <m*X j >>iv ivvi'/t ~ii 4 - jftpcir i <ui or >,n„ k/* */"' 

Xfitt X* i . vCv? ;;X- j> w aC •*’, -• *- -- ‘ 1 ' J 3 

t»vS ufitcIV:. '.i'r. ,:*.r UfottXX IX3Q{T ifOi it!3 tr- -15C tSili &'-20SVW,C r 'l rrt tXi'-lv t)i iXi£J 

XivU?r OhXt;-' j*-*£r* n.*; :v : 4er.'*i .-uruau or xtsrctiU. *-ticn H.cn ina t l ta fa sd ass inlaid** 

-ijp.oli si^Ktan&iatcd trl■ ’t t. tf tffo licji “Oro *~n- t* 4v?i/?yiXviia Jwd 

baon »rs«cV.& in tjjlfi on 'Jacenbcrr XS* XSJSCj, ?here i*o ws Hot-on & rrads Uuetl 
Cvr^rms* 2t ww ?'Xn< -v-vcal*! Usut Jbfcasftcm »* * ttttwwnf* *-«& «.;.* th« ad 
Xn*c»r.’-:«s*X of Site talon* !*U $*sfcodi : j 5#000 for et^awttoral *o*lc 

in Sn Ja* 6&*6$9&*hZ M 2#7 

Mmo&Stfl; ic nAtitk-naZ »»«:* torn In >"2&8&<Mg 

•cotton*. on JSmtbcr 21* 28$L oni ratnm3i«M -a s Uhitod t :x ; c2i.ir.cn m 
RttrXX 34 ' 3 S&& Jfc won « •'lafcrlct i>^rJL*«r Jl:r ti.« CWSttttni-rfc In .nXtio n» 0 l 

Xri 1933* l» ,rs» for* offXno ok a Ca^,-.unl.;t car* &lrto for *»;t*r in in XX3S 

an-? tie cwomnlst riiidl-Jate fw XSOimU frte em %or Xm im 4ohnotcm <!i*4 
In 5fer Torli Cltr c-u ApriX 3% 19<P* 6X»C$90^3 


n c ) c 

d»Rber» otrtod it* t 4 ^c 1 c M^Aon m , --'■ fttancr 3 aHi Druanirnr in 
iitUXnuv n ' vm ew.vttf»4 in 1,/J? or 3329 Ho in 3h X- ao a nuaalan 

Tt f t\ r ^ rif i 

4 > 4 ( \ / 10 . 0 1 ^U,n *11 .n il l lmfy M X I K 6 » 

?Jb lUy rjt *iOH ’^5 in .tltUtOl Oil Uv; I' ■* O. t-.C n^t-VT; itifc-r. n 

i* boin^ noted in Hw X^tt^r trouKd.' tin 1 . 1 « ln.for.'v 4 pin-tone 1&3 

to I* dead* 


in m :■■ K " "X: ~ T „:.\r::: a y. Jh^..^42 

Ho : .tiror;; t.ion n-^r^ Is sst Xort-’i - Ji '^crlx: iKt*;J* 


RWadET (?) S .^7. ?,.. I,t. VTS !■ mj&JSt JM 

!ir. CX ^'_ 

i!r, llavir._ 

g: fSSgacs- chE^bera did iy-t vjcnUon 4ctet^‘ xurUv t:.i* lutosviow* 


rir. Cl ;?*■ -_ 

Vr, llavir*_ 

Kr, Lan 1 

ilr. I.icfJt j’- 

Mr. r.eeen 

v-. *r«o - 

t.1 ^ £. a ar,_ 

’'r. ., n'r.tv,__ 

! r. Harcq_ 

?ir. \ lr*r_ 

i!r. r<- nr,lh" V5n_ 
Vx. Q.u\ ' T&. 7 X_ 

;ele. KC.„in_ 

?.X. ?:ea£c_ 

YJL*S la nay_ 
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LEON JOSEPHSON 



I. Bim#I3.TICr PRICB TO CHASSIS* ALLEGATIONS 

By letters dated February 23 , March 11, and March 23, 1935, the Danish 
State Police requested the Federal Bureau of Investigation to conduct an investfc- 
g stion of Leon Josephson, George Fink, and Nicholas Sherman, '.'.’ho were then in 
custody in Denmark charged .dth espionage, an investigation was instituted con¬ 
cerning Josephson on the basis of the afore-r.entioned letters. This investiga¬ 
tion reflected Jcsephson was born June 17, I 698 , at Libau, Latvia* Josephson 
entered the United States at New York City on July lk, i 960 , and was naturalised 
as a United States citizen on April 25, 1921. Josephson was known to have been 
active in the American Communist movement as early as 1929 '-’hen he acted as an 
attorney for the International Labor Defense in behalf of the Gastonia Textile 
Strikers who were charged with violence during that strike 

In 1933 Josephson reportedly was in Kansau, France, ’.here he assisted 
a Soviet agent who was travelling on an American passport. In June, 193k, Joseph¬ 
son was in the United States md assisted Gerhart Eisler in obtaining a false 
United States passport under the name of Samuel Liptzen.' Josephson at a later 
date admitted obtaining false passports for numerous other individxials during the 
1930‘s. Jay Lovestone in testifying before the House Committee on Un-American 
Affairs in 1939 stated that in July, 1938, Leon Josephson had been an CGPU Agent 
who had been behind the stealing of documents from Lovestone 1 s home. In addition 
to the foregoing, Josephson is known to have remained acti e in Comrunist affairs 
up until his con T iction for contempt of Congress on October 15, 19k7, in the 
Southern District of New York. Josephson ispresently serving a one year sentence 
a + + he TT n\tcd States Penitentiary at * f ilan, Michigan. (100—k ,f< 75k—1,11,105,123) 

II. (A) CPI.TUBERS 1 ALLAGiTIONS OK FAY 13, 19k2 

No information was received from Chambers regarding Josephson at this 

interview. 


III. (A) CHANGERS 1 ALLFO ,TI0NS IN 3 EKL 5 NOTES 03T JNFD IN JUNE, 19k3 

IIo information concerning Josephson was reflected in Berle’s notes 
which were obtained in June, 19k3« 

IV. (A) CHAFES 1 ALLdG.TKNSOII UAY 10, 19k5 

C^ n,rssr ~ Chambers furnishea inform ation concerning George I ink who had been arrested 

}£• Aavin espionage in Denmark according to Chambers in the early 1930 *s. Chambers al— 

jg- liosS 13 — so advised that he knew from responsible accounts that Leon Josephson, Owner 
KuF—of Cafe Society, had been involved with v ink in the affair in Denmark. Chambers 
said that be did not have any knowledge of Josephs on’s Communist activities. 


Mr, -iurnea_™ 

iIr. Harbo 
Mr. voh r 
Mr. 2 

Mr. Quirt* Tamm, -7- - - 

Tele. Hcj ct IT 

Mr, Kease —— 

Ml us Gar.dy_ 


(B) IN E-iTIG *TIf N C< IDUCTED 


inasmuch a- this i conducted based upon Chambers* allegations 
inasmuch a. this mfonrati-n '.-^already well knovn to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Jo Kisseloff-26217 







KRASg& 


i. igyrggi prior to cmurpis* Atmuttiam 

£ooa* 

EC. (A) CHAMBERS* AttnimoSS 0!! mi 13» 1942 

Moot. 

xx (b) iHVrsmmo^ coHcuotn* 

Worn, 

m (a) craters* ,AU«omoas. xar amis mis wto it diatf. 1943 

Boat. 

IH (B) XWVlSTXCmOS CQBt<UC?rE 

Mont. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* klUQkUQXS Off &Y 10, 3,945 

Tho Information about l srswsr waa faradWtahS by ciawWrs during tb* 
latorvio* with bln an May 10* 1945 by Mm lark agant*. At that tSw cftaafoer# 
rslatad ttet in approalaatoly 19H I* aooaptod tbs position of Editor of tb* 

Mwr Uutsa*. Me srplslnsd Ms ©btalnad that position Ntfxftjr bacaua* of ttw Party*# 
doair* to *tafca out Eraaar i&o bad boon th* Editor and bad not b#*n going alone 
oooothly with tbt Party*. (100-55^24-36) 

IV (8) I!!VESYXQAYI08 COTO^TED 

A rairiwf of tit* Bursas film raflacta that during 1996 and 1991 
«*lt carwm (not Erawor) was Managing Editor of ior Umums. la 1995 Malt carman 
was aaployod la Russia as Editor Of *Iat«rnational litaratrao*. Malt cam» 

«r Toioon returns* to tho Maltad state* is 1996. An Xataraal Soearity Iwaatigatiob of 

j£ : Sulfe-bait caraoa was first inatitutsd ty tbs Suraau la IMbreary 1943 and ooatinuod 

£• dasuaxy 1947. (XO0~«9899^>p.3f2e) 

Ur. ftoeen_ 

Mr. Tracy,_ 

ixr* £gan__ 

Mr. uurnea_ 

Mr, Karbo_ 

Ur. Moh r _ 

Ur. Penningto n_ 

Me. Quinn tag m 
Tele. Recm 
Mr. Keaje .__ 

Miss Gand y _ 
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_ j :\j .* * 4 :' 4 H-. 

Charlie iirs&er, Charles 
Charles reviskcy 


IKihi 

.'.rivitsr 


7 


t. mr ifijw&r'n 


om is v ' 


' i oathbrs 


In connection with the investigation of Alexander k .te /ens, who. was 
later identified as ty* itiers, K a collateral inquiry to identify Charles eraser 
was conducted in fcareh and April, 1943, based upon the known association of 
.rarer with : tevens. 


Tnia inquiry disclosed tnat Confidential Infoxj&ani. 


b7D 


in 


f ebruaxy, 1937 identified Charles kraaer as an investigator for t e lalollctte 
Civil liberties Committee. (61-7559-1044) 


the files of the civil sendee Cajarission reflected that Charias 
Y rarer was bom on December 14, 1906, and his legal residence t&s riven as 
Nev* fork City, -few York« An investigation conducted by the New York Field 
Division disclosed that Iron the period of -v-vesber 1, 1941 to ,-<r--tcr>.ber 30, 
1942, Charles and flldred i rarer occupied Apartment 53, 61 ’ierreoont street, 
Brooklyn, Kew York* At that time Kramer tfas employed by the National Hat or 
Eolations Board, 120 ' •all Street, hew York city, and as of j epiesler 3o, 1942, 
vhen Kramer vacated bis apartment In Brooklyn he indicated that he was being 
transferred iron lice York city to the 01 fice of Brice Administration, tixth and 
Independence Avenue, ’fcrtlwest, ashington, u. C. A10Cwlf’425*>? , 2) 


The civil Service Cos&ission files previously referred to disclosed 
that rraaer had been transferred on February 25, 1343, from the lew York Office 
of the Rational labor Eolations F=ard to the Office of Price Administration in 
the capacity of a Principal hconoaist at a salary of ' 5600 per annum. <’n 
February 26, 1943, one day later, Jr*r.cr*s statue with the T*A was changed to 
that of Hoad Economist at .;s65QG jer annua* As of April 16, 1943, 1 rater v&s 
residing at long Visa, Aceekeefc, Maryland, and daily comuted to ashington, H. C. 

(100-1.4255-90) 

II (A) CjlA;,-FfHA« At U-CMTCSb KAf 13, 1942 
No no. 

II (B) TKV,..9YTCA1 T BK CC-Kf’ClKD 
Jione. 


in (a) rurc ATrraA t:: hi r~A ~?tat?;o in *rrr, 1943 

I ho notes made by Berio at the titic of his interview with charters 5 ju 


m/de 9/4 , 

RAC/de 9/7 


IOC 
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henteaber, 1939 were obtained fret. lerle in June, 1943, and disclosed that 
Ohasbers named Charles i'rivitaky, whose alias ho said was diaries raner, as 
a Rtf.-ber of tnc * are Underground *'roap. ( 1CO&5-■*.4*-A7} 


She 1-erle notes irdicoted t-Jst f rawer vaa connected Kith the rjo and 
that fie w-arted for t .c f alsllette s'casaittae. 


HI (B> 


(.Us** -*;i - >u 


>10 


Korn. Infer; ation conti noed to be received concerning i racer 
during the course of the • investigation of other Cocaurdets. 

XV (/•) C!?&f3 ■ 10, 1945 


Curing tl# interview Kith Chambers on Ary 10, 1945 by tew T:-rb fronts, 
be cased Charles t rivlteky, alias Charles isaacr, John Abt, lee . restesn, Henry 
follies, Satfcan . erlo (later identified by chambers as /letor Perl©), Plver 
Hiss, Donald Hiss, :^>st, iSttusn itt, and an unnamed mn described as 

the hucb&nd of files' ^endbas, as renters of the ' are iruderground >~rouo. Chambers 
stated that the ambers of the are i-ro.p sure high-salaried foveraiaent employees 
who V*. re fomunist f&riy sua&ers, but tint their activities with the r&rty had 
ceased when they ware transferred to the; cosmuniot i-arty underground# ( IvO-A5-'24-3b .* 


During this sate interview with chambers he related that after .-.arold 
'?.{ re's death, he attended & nesting at which John Abt »as elec tea leader 
of the group, bashers ate ted that there vere about six nes present at that 
meeting and' that to the best of ais recollection, they were: Shari es framer, 
lee Pressman, Henry tolling, i&than lerle (later identified as ietcr rlo) 
and Peters (V. J. Peters, alirs of .‘lexardar htovens). 


IV ( ) 


;i'XCATF9l 


Xho files at %-u efense 1? o?«s Corporation, Federal .. utlic Housing 
Ad&inxdr&tion, u:-ow that t raster i^a:* t* ployed by the ffiee uf 'ri.ee ^*dx*lnistra— 
tioa as Head .conosdst in the Administrator*s Cilice, and that he rad been 
loaned by the Cilice of irice Administration to the - :d~G 0 B»ittec of the Cerate 
Hilary Affairs Comities. 


Thoaas icett, a former bureau -'■gtrit who ms employed sat t ^ Capitol 
in 1345, advised that the nasse of Charles - rraser was carried on e list rrointained 
by Senator filgore of people borrowed froK othar Agencies for work on the ilgore 
Committee. Ktsscr^s r»eme rm on the list for hay and June, 1P45. raring 
Xovocbcr, 1943, according to scoti, Vrowsr was serving on orator fJLt&ie eppcr*s 
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Vartiste Health and i4ucaticn. I ub-GosnMttee* (Jipt of HA j-ioyd b* Jones, Xl-19-45, 
at .ash., ‘O.C*, in the case h ;.&than Cre/ory Lilvert&sfccr, was, tt, &l, sp~K r ) 

An morymoub letter in 1944, nswed Charles : rawer and 

Mu wife as rushers of the Conuunlst iculesground in . ashington* Vft» 
writer of Urn letter was later identified as the ex-wife of Victor rerlo, 
under treatment for insanity, and in a subsequent interview she eonfirtsOd the 
information in the letter about * rajser* and she sated Victor /t rlo, John Abt, 
Ceurge fllversam, Kariy .hits and lauehlin Currie, all of whom Have figured 
prociinentljr in the statement a of lirabeth Terrill Bentley, as CojasMnists. L he 
stated t.-iftt the underground group named by her was originally organized by Hal 
tare in 1933. (10G->6j-339) 

In addition, information fund read by Elisabeth Terrill Bentley in 
the Gregory case confirmed, the information furnished by Chambers. .Bentley 
recalled that daring November, 1943, Jacob Colos stated t:.ai through arl Trowder 
he had recently been placed in contact with & group in .&s;dngtori, 0* c. .arly 
in 1?44, Browder arranged a meeting for Huntley with representatives of this 
group at Hat apartment of Jolsn Abt in Sew "fori City. According to Pentley, 
four individuals who v;cre introduced as Victor Tori©, Charles ; racer, Harxy 
fh.doff and Tdward Hiegorald, as well m John Abt, were in alter .la-ce* .• be 
stated tr’wr© was a gaum# discussion as t© the type of information which those 
people, with the exception of John Abt, would be able te furnish. Tt was 
apparent V* her that these individuals, including John Abt, had been ssscci&tud 
together for scae tiae and eroded in iuroishing information to arl '-rirder. 
Cubaeouent meetings were held by representatives of this group in the. s c.rtr^ent 
of iS&xy hrice in mtt fork City and charleo • ra or attended approximately three 
of these smetings* <65**d64 QZ~ZL0) 

Investigation, Including physical surveillances and technical sources, 
in t.,u .-regorjr case disclosed that' raster was acquainted Kith tlx various 
individuals alleged by fbiusbera to be sealers of ire are underground grouo. 

(6o-^6402-^0) 

in i;':c early i^rt ©:' 1946, } reaer was in contact with Jeon 

Jsssphson* Joaephson is closely associated with numerous individuals engaged 
in g<Kseunisb activity and associated with Coacunist organisations* Tn 1935 
J.sephfcott was arrested in fopahha* en, erus&rfc, and charged vith espionage on 
behalf of the Ooviet Union, (Technical lurvelilance on Charles * rarer) 

(65-56492-1019) 

•“■» Hay 1, 1946, Just before bis departure for ralifornia to assist 
Eraser tail ve Bills L*. , : atterson in Mb primary election campaign Hu re, 
entries i ra mv was observed to surreptitiously deposit in a refuse can in 
bouth Arlington, Virginia, a nuuber of susgatir.es and pat pblete, ameitr which 


t=V.’ 


102 
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were noted the following: Copies of "New Masses”? Copies of the ‘"Communist”? 
Issues of ""Political Affairs” for May, 1945 and March, 1946 edited by Marl 
Browder? Copies of "Soviet Eussia Today'"? Pamphlets entitled, "Moscow, Cairo, 
Teheran” by Earl Browder? "The 16 Soviet Republics”, being Molotovas report 
to the Soviet? "Tall. About the Communist party” by Earl Browder? "Stages in 
the History of the Communist Party," published by the V»orkers library Publishers 
"Policy for Victory" by Earl Browder? "Production for Victory” by Earl Browder? 
"A New Italy Arises” by Giusseppe Berti? "The Crisis in India"* by James S. 
Allen? "Turning Point for the World” by R. Palme Butt? "Wage Policy in Ear 
Production*" by Karl Browder? and '"Production Front" by Maurice Dobb, H. A* 

(65-56402-1187) 

A reliable source reported that Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kramer 
received an invitation from the Soviet Limb&ssy, Washington, D. C., in 
November, 1946, to attend a reception held annually on November 7th in 
celebration of the November, 1917 F.evolution. (Mail cover on * ramer 

65-56402-1918) 

Charles Kramer was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on August 27, 

1947, In T.aslii%lo», D. C. Then advised of the purpose of the Interview he 
stated that he would rather not discuss it, and he remained extremely 
uncooperative. (65-56402-2777) 

In connection T.lth the Gregory investigation, information about 
Kramer was furnished at various times to the Attorney General, the White House 
and other interested Government agencies. 
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CHARIr-G f'hJ. •! ii 


I* 12 £££££ g£ n-iQK r> c::;,.; Af^,iA?i::R; 

During the early 1920»s, starting in .‘arch, 1920, % Charles Arie^er 
■was Investigated by the 1-jreau as an I ♦'.'<'*>; * leader* However, irus iuch as 
Chafers did not identity Charles .- ringer, it is not known it the uurlcs nrie-cr 
mentioned by Chambers is identical with the Charles -arieger who ms an I* ,4, 
leader. (03-317 &3k) 

II (a) CHA^ly^ AforffogOMS OH .‘7>Y 13, 19lt2 

Hone. 

II (B) ISVi-kinaAiaoH CONDUCED. 


Hone. 

Ill (A) aS» ■,bLD3A?lOH3 I?? j 1; 3 7; .5 K Jbff 19k3 

Hone. 

III (£) IKV. 5TIGATI ON CfK DbST,£ 

Hone. 

IV (4) City This* aJt&ylA'EfDNG CU '&X 10, %M 

During the interview with Chambers on ISay lu, 19h? by Hew xork Agents, 
he related how he had joined the Communist Tarty ~ that in the early part of 192k 
he contacted a Jewish friend, Gentler Garlin, who was then connected with the 
Russian- American Relief. Garlin introduced Chambers to a man by the none of 
Charles Kriegor (phonetic), who took Chambers to a s ail CoaBaunist >"«*:rfcy meeting 
in the Hudson River District, whore chambers registered as a member of the 


Communist Forty* 

IV <B) INViiSTICAIIOH C0hDiTC7;D 


(100-2£82k-36) 


An old 1923 report entitled "Radical Activities - Philadelphia District," 
states that Charles trieger, the well-known I.W.;« agitator, spoke at Irdladeiphia 
on December 9, 1923. In view of the activities of this Claries Rrie- er around the 
t s r time tlwb Chambers knew Charles Krieger in 192k, it is likely that they ore identical. 

gfg fc.How ever, inasmuch as Chambers merely mentioned a Charles Xrieger (phonetic) as the 

jffgbg —ind ividual who originally took him to a Coatunisi forty resting; in 192k, without 
S ;-- :, iam ls ! dng any identifying data about him, and because Chambers did nob indicate 
. .-.nAi . h e had further contact with Charles .rieger, particularly during Chaubars / underground 
Igz^aastivities, no specific investigation of Charles Kriegtr was instituted as a result 
the allegations by Chambers. (61-71-119, f.l) 

I AMK/de 9/h/kQ 
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X. IMNSTIOATIOH PHI OH TO CHAMBERS* AlihiiGATIOSS 

No active investigation of Barry Kweit was conducted by the federal 
Bureau, of Investigation prior to the Information received from Chambers. 


II (A) CimaSKS* ALLEGATIONS OK May 13, 1943 

In speaking of water front activities Chambers said he had little 
information but that first known member of the party connected with the waterfront 
was Harry Kweit whom Chambers believed was an 0&KJ or Comintern Agent* The first, 
group organised by Kweit was known as the Seamen’s Club. 


II (■*) IBVNSTICATION COKHJCTalD 

On the basis of the information from Chambers an active investigation 
of harry Kwelt was instituted on July 7* 1942. The instructions for this investi¬ 
gation also set forth that Harry Kwelt had witnessed a fraudulent passport investi¬ 
gation on November 21* 1929* for Alexander Bittleman, a prominent Gommunist. It 
was also noted that Kweit had been sentenced to one year and one day on April 21* 

1936 for passport fraud* 100-132479-1 

The investigation of Kweit which included a reinterview of Chambers 
reflected that Kwelt was born April 8, 1897, in New fork. He entered the United 
States Navy on April 17, 1918, and received an honorable discharge September 30* 

1929. Itormer Communists have stated that Kweit served on special missions to the 
Comintern in Bassia and was active in Communist Party activities among seaman 
during 1920 * s • Kweit was ordered to leave India in 1930 by the authorities 
allegedly because of Communist activity* ' Kweit had traveled to India on a 
fraudulent passport obtained in 1929. Kweit had been separated from Amy Schechter* 
a well known New fork Communist, since 1930. Kweit was a licensed radio operator 
and on November 10, 1942, went to sea as a radio operator on a merchant ship. He was 
reported lost at sea in the North Atlantic in Kay, 1943* after the ship he was on 
was bombed and sunk. 100-132479-10* 14 

It might be noted that Oerhart Kialer testified before an Alien Hearing 
Board in March, 1947, that "Harry" was his contact in the United States who arranged 
for his fraudulent United States passport in 1934. I»eon Joaephson in later 
testimony stated that the Harry referred to by JBisler was Harry Kweit who was dead. 
100-132479-22 
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III (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLSGA^IONS IH BBBLE NOTES OHPA1SEP IK JUKK. 1943 

Ho information was set forth la these aotes concerning Kweit. 

IV (A) CHAkBhiiS 1 j&LMATIOKS OH MAY IQ ,1945 

Chambers advised that Kweit organised a Seaman* s Cluh on the Waterfront 
in the twenties and that it was a very small affair and never got very far. He 
added following this that Kweit disappeared and nobody knew where he was or 
anything about his activities. He added, one day after his break with the Party 
when he was coming cut of the Carnegie Hovie House, Kweit came out at the same 
time. He stated that Kweit looked somewhat like Gerhart Elsler and that he had 
married a woman who was a Communist Party organiser in the South under the name 
of Amy Schechter. 


IV (B) IKVBSTIGAglOH COiHXJCTBD 

Ho additional investigation was conducted as a rssult of the above 
information inasmuch as when obtained Kweit was dead. 


10t 
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I* xars umxoii ?jod to c^b^ks* Awmxmw 


Inasmuch ce no ’’irst nans or identifying data was 'umfshed by 
iierle concerning this individual, he could not be identified in 1043 v.iih 
anyone who was mentioned in the Bureau*® files, and for the same reason 
he cannot be identified at this time* 

XI* (A) CIBBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON i>AY 13, 1942 

Hone* 

If* (B) IMSSTIGATIOH QOHBtfCT'ft 

I -——— mttmmi — ******* —irr-'n rn VrT»: iTn •i.murii 1 --r—n j 

Hone. 

Ill* (A) CHA^B^ES* ALLW.TI0H5 IS BSIiLT; HOIKS OBTAINED IK JOKR, 1945 

On wage Z of the Berle notes, in connection with a State Department 
group, there is the following notation* 

(Wadlelgh) hadley « Trade Agreement Section 
Lowell * n * 

Communist Shop Broun 

, Rl.nor Kelson V Laurence Duggan - Julian Wadleigh ** H 

(l00-?S6?4-~2? nags 2 enclosure) 

m* (B) INSTIGATION COHD'CIKD 


None* See 'lumbar 1 above, 

t 

XY» (A) CIiyiBt:RS* [ ALLEGATIONS OK XK Y 10, 1945 
Hone, 

'IT* (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
-Hone. 
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X 


r.v pit 


V'l\ "!>■' 


t * T.t;' * %;*7 


$0 ifaraftfdmtictt W3 <:tr.‘h‘tt:t£d* 


n { .) ^ 


f •ifT 


_, «*-■- ■XJttoi 


Ja i&rniahed r.a dni.*.*; y.ilon ut t’hU .'rc ■■*>/*«»* 


IIS (A) ,c v V;;1.a.:JL:*I4 t .;^.vviL r c:qn;i 


fliers *•&» i*» fnf.‘crwfei-r-n e«w!*nin;„ tU» xstJfrv :.n ‘fcrJs notes* 


27 (A) OMTw* -Xb.^Tt «••;: 2945 

2ft connection with '.Is e Unities ft couedcj? Clten* a4co& IT i-o 

ever ccni&ejt^d ether Imditf, bait b»*-di«n t. q.-*s that he 

In connection tfith asters* Chambers recalled thnt on &»* oucjuTd,**.. c v*,-? in trusted 

l»v patera to- proceed tc uf&lo* Ste* 3 && # «" 4 *I to t-.kc- » roet in vl* fc*;iXer notol 

and he ros told tl»t he be cent' '"ted b;- a u-n fTu\ Csum-& d-a *csttl 1 hve ; Sfc 
« wtekaj;# YiiY/u tn >*fta W deliver to ctoss In Ifew lorfc* la explained tlv-t he 
Ji1 ro to 3B£2£jUi $■% 'ngtrus.teJ an f that he *ms cent* 'ted tn the hr.iSr-r ‘IctesX by 
a j^an tlsat bo re<*Xb* very vr^wel; ny *b«ufc 5< 5 1 * in l-Q : Jt* In hie n&tk 

«* midy e-nrlUrlQW* Hafbers a hied tint t;;v?a:u» 'id mt ‘b : pe« o hd?- voacgr 
Sayombly and appeared to be vei? »£**••* • anl wft* cautious* eb-rbera did net Jtntw 
what the envelope contained which Tsnit delivered to lirs* 


27 i;:t ^ r vA* -.•’•.'y-hi;;> 

m tier* *wn by tir ■•>.:!crftX ’tiroatt TtwoetVitiou to 

Identic* the above described :y?3oR* 


, Tolson_ 

. E. A* Term 
. cLs." _ 

. dlavir._ 

. Lad: 

. hlcr^I s 

* hoser._ 

. TrtiC_ 

- t. 'an_ 

* . >.rnea___ 

. Har^o_ 

* * h r 

. r m.lh 'ton - 

* Qu'.,' TkibT 

Le. no a_ 

, Keaee_ 

Kins dandy_ 


IOC 
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■r* Isidore iUer 
alias or. Xsador . iiler 


1 T: 


** 


aj4i. 


a. 


I. 


ioae* 

II (4) C;-A.h.Ha» u« :Y 33. 1912 

-■a v«| 13, 194 2 * idttaker Chaaber* slated that Isidore illor was 
a chwdst and connected with the . icubimy ..racr.&i in ‘.e» .Jersey. Chaatosr# 
stated that lller was certainly la hussiaa circles and that iUer was & 
friend o£ r. thSllp .oaenblictU (1 ;,m>25324-22, < 

11 («) K.VMlX-li.'-* C<> UKD 

*o record has been found in tee Bureau files of anyone who could 
be identified with iller. 


til (:} 


y ~ G'.TL' 


. t. 


J It «K 


Ml 


it was reflected in tee oerio . ate* which were obtained in June, 
1943 that i-r. - bilip osenbliett was connected with -r« iseder iller who 
was described as "Chemist*a Club, list -treat'* ana was further described 
as ”-nw..dsfc, xulosive .-rsensl, . Seating, *ew Jersey.'* (1,0-259^4-27, 

•■ a*;e 1) 


m (b) i--3 


T i 


0. 


.f-.U 


»one. 

- (;.) ■■ ;Lte3. n.,v: on iu. 1945 

-•n .'-.ay 1 j, I 945 ndtialer chamber* advised that hr. . hi lip 
.vcaenbiiett had mentioned on one or two occasions his connection with & r. 
Isidore IUer, whoa he described as a chemist employed by or connected with 
the 'xpluslve .-.raersal at . icatinny, ,;«« Jersey. iUer was always referred 
to by hoscnbllctt as iT» and It appeared to Chambers that . lller and 
uosenbli^tt net often at the Chemists Club on 41st .tract. tesab«r s stefced 
thnt he assumed test ,. ilier aifrht be engaged in Communist underground 
activities. (iv--25d24-36, « 2 * 

A (B) i: v. ni.n>; 4 , ..jt-3 

hone. 
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as: HUL WISHsm MASSING, was 
Karl Billinger; 

HSDI (RJHB MASSING, wa 
Hedi Gumperz 

I. lanrasigiGATioH price go chambers* aliega^ioks 


So active investigation was conducted. 

II (A). CHAMBERS'* AUtS&AglOHS UN MAY IS. 1942 

Chambers stated that in Washington there was a man by the name 
of Laurence Duggin {Duggan) who was not connected with the Communist under¬ 
ground but who, he believed, was connected with the GGPU. Chambers stated 
that Hedda Gumperfcz (phonetic), whom he was told was an Austrian, was a 
direct contact of Daggin. He stated that Hedda Gumpertz was married to Paul 
Massing, who had written the book ^fatherland,* He stated that Mr. and Mrs. 
Massing were said to have broken with the Party and were said to be living 
near (Quakertown, Pennsylvania, Chambers stated that he thought these two 
individuals were connected with the Russian terror apparatus of the GGPU and 
that in his opinion they did not really break with the party. 

II (B) ISVMSglGABlOiT COHOICgHP 


On the basis of Chambers* information, as active investigation of 
Paul and Hedi Massing was instituted on July 6, 1942. fhis investigation 
reflected that Hedi rune massing was formerly married to Gerhart mxsler* but 
divorced him in 1926 to become the wife of Julian Gumperz. 

Paul Wilhelm Massing is a German alien who was born on August 30, 

1902 at Grumbach, Germany, Paul Massing became a member of the Communist Party 
in 1928. In that year Hedi Massing left Julian Gumperz and is now the wife of 
Paul Massing. Hedi Massing was first active in Soviet espionage in iiurope as 
early as 1930, later coming to the United States where she was active until 
1936. Paul Massing, after coming out of a German Concentration camp came to 
the U. S. in 1933. In November of 1936 he went to Uurope to work in the Soviet 
intelligence under the former Soviet Agent Ign&tz Reiss. After Reiss was mur¬ 
dered in 1937 by Soviet Agents, Paul and Hedi Massing were called to Moscow and 
were interviewed for seven months by the ukW concerning their work in the Reiss 
apparatus. 3?hey then returned to the United States, having reportedly broken 
with Soviet intelligence. 

Paul and Hedi Massing were extensively interviewed in March of 
1947 by Special Agents of the federal Bureau of Investigation, at which time 


RJL:rfHW 
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they gave a > reat deal of valuable information concerning Soviet espionage* 
they have both continued to be cooperative arl valuable in identifying persons 
engaged in Soviet espionage in tne 1930»s, up to the present time/ 

(65-9 "’40-97,100) 


Copies of reports concernin' the Passings have been sent to the 
fii vision of i ccords of the Departront of Justice and dissenination of ini’or^ation 
received from the ‘'assings h: s been cade available to the ot :or Coverment agencies 


111 ^ CHA. -Hf.S 1 AIL-.0AS ! r ?& It 2, *‘-y. Vi Jt n ~„ 1943 

,lr. ierle’s notes reflect the follcBingt 


r f -st , .oropean f'iv’n - Field - still in - 
(Levine says he is out -sent into 1.1.0. 
Ihen in Committee for Repatriation 
Pis leader was Kedda Gomperts." 


III (b) T 


C ' C'GTi'D 


Xo additional investigation was conducted based upon .:r. Berio’s 

notes. 


17 (A) CHA; r 


ox fax 10, 1945. 


Chambers stated tk’t •.•ug'.-^Ln had been a close associate of Kedda 
Comperts who is presently Harried to Raul Massing, author of the book “ 
"Fatherland." Chambers stated tliat f.uggin’s association with Media Coir.perts, 
whom he knew to be a communist, indicated that fuggln might possibly have been 
a fellow traveler. 

iv (i) ii. :- jnwsivi; rcjaroiRD 


ho additional irumstif ution «as conducted baseu woon vis infer ation, 
Hedi Massing when interviewed in the Spring of 1947 stated that Duggin had never 
worked m Soviet Intelligence to her knowledge and was not a Communist inso¬ 
far as she knew. (65-9940-94) 


) .. ill 

* 
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v t * -'.s-Mt 


Xfli 




I Vft- .hiulhit.: n.toa Vu L:h IU ;» 


i f \ ■■ «> i “v**- * - 

.'Ll.-jj.'li /< 


iy letters dated 1 ebruury 23, - arch 11, and 'arch 53, 1?35, the 
banish -tftte .iol £m requested the federal ««reau of investigation to 
conduct ana tavastigctlon of aeorge -ink, Leon Joseph son and Nicholas Jhersan, 
who were then in custody in i-enmarit charged Kith soviet espionage* *hfe nalah 
authorities stated that ink had In his possession three African passports 
which ware l*t*r found tube tnited -tales paa.ports fraudulently obtained* 
ink allegedly had been bom on Ppril 2', lc!99 at .cranton, . *n;»ylv«nla, 
although no such fclrfch record has aver been located, it is believed that he 
was actually bom in nussia, Yhe investigation of , ini; reflected h** was 
sell htvwit in waterfront end uonuunist circles, having teen to -ascow and 
having acted as a representative of the ;--ed international of labor Unions 
(. rofintern). ini. was also r« r cried to have been active during* the ■..ivll 
;.ar in .-.pain as & .evict > gent. (61-d64b-2' 

-Ink 1 ® whereabouts since 194^ are not known although L« has bs-en. 
variously reported aa in assay cities in the United latas, in .'.uasia and 
itsost often in lexica vlty. {6i~U64b-65} 

IX ( } - t .I.'L-u 8 .n-V. w jjijt 13. 19l8 

Uh&hbars statad that -'ink had beta very active In a eaaan*a Club 
which had been organized by the uo&suniat tarty and which had been under the 
leadership of »arry ..welt* «naiubers said that. Ink later took over this 
organization which thereupon became acre active# uns&bers believes that link; 
was a cosher of the .hn: terrorist Teup. k« stated that Ink la this 
country in IVud sub 1933 and that r.s believed he was on a -wi salon, to assassinate 
Uralsky. jift stated that them was evidence that -inic was active in the jjn t 
in -.pain and had a hand in aorae aurder. ;.e said that ..ink was u ciocfe frt«nd 
of ~arl hrowder and is a nephew of Alexander loso-jfcky, *.ho was the organizer 
of iiie .rof intern. ne stated that ink was clways a talinist which would 
certainly qualify hi® for the _u<b* he said that ~ink had been one of the 
-oviet /.gents arrested la -.entark in 1935 Ann thht the arrest had been caused 
by ‘ink*s stteapted rape of a chambersmid, he stated that as far as It® knew 
. ink then dropped out of the picture until he reappeared in the United - tales 
in connection with the frotsky assignment* 

It in3 


.<o additional investigation was contacted on the basis of vrsasibers 1 
informstiozi Inasmuch as extensive investigation was already being conducted 
regard i%- ... ink. 


'* 1 

JU Tk* 
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nr 


..jftLV.rvg.jt. 


M 


.o infarction is contained in the karle *o'vuy regarding ...ink* 


XV (r-i ,::. '•*,.Ai.t -G.-.a 1 , %>.y..a.iv, i%5 

Sabers stated that nw was acquainted with burger -ink *otd had 
seer* him several tiaes around the offices of the l.&iJjr orker said the 
Communist mrty headquarter# In the early 193a*s before -ink «as arrested 
In wnasrk for «»i4ui»gt, h*? advised that he had no definite l.iforction 
indicating that - ink had returned to the united -bates as he had stated 
during the 1942 Interview but observed that the rwaor that iiak had 
returned to the inited tales in 193d was so persistent that he believed 
there must be 3 t*r.s basis to it* be said that according to the boat of his 
recollection the ruuar m% to the effoct that <ife had ©one to the tnltcd 
•States in. 193d and fed gone to r lor ids where he had tsien » ship to Latin 
/-series* 


XV U) t^V;-. 

-o additional Investigation was conducted on the basis of -jfesters* 
alle^Ationa as set forth sbovs* 
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Ui : ay la, 1945 hit taker Chamber# advised that w. j hilip 
■uosenbliett ted mentioned a very intimate friend of hie by the mm of ones, 
chamber® stated that he believed tteft ^oaes had been living in a ranee hut wua 
not certain about this* (Xaw-25324~36, 1 «§■« 5) 

XV tbj l .V-^kxg.-'.Ti,^., Cvkk. L-Ui'cj 

io record heu been f-und in the bureau files of anyone nho could be 
identified with the individual described as '.ones. 
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MARK FOHEN, was. 

Mark Moranj Philipovitehj 
Mack Korenj Mack Moran 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 


None. 


I. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13. 1942 

None* 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None, 

III. (A) CHAMBERS * AIIEGA1I0K5 IN Bh.RH NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

In the Berle Notes obtained in June, 1943 > there appeared the 
following notations: 

"Rosenbliett - in U.S. 

"was ‘front* behind Mack Koren - existed in Miller*s 
employ - knew Pressman - his alias was ‘Cole Phillips* 

— Introduced him to Mack ”eren, buying arms for 
Spanish (Loyalist) Government — Pressman — as counsel — 
helped Moren — made a flight to Mexico with himj forced 
down at Brownsville, Texas, in late 1936 or early 1937 — 
probably fall of 1936." (100-05824-27, p. 1) 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION, CONDUCTED 

No record has been found in the-Bureau files of anyone who could 
be identified with this individual. 


IV. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Cn May ID, 1945# 'Whittaker Chambers stated that Mark Moren or 
Koran was somewhat of a mythical underground character who was heard about 
|; 0! r ':'ar±_in Uormannist circles during the Spanish Civil War. Ghambers stated that he 
S&: did not know Moren and did not know of any information that would identify 
Chambers stated that on many occasions J. Peters told him about the 


Mr. Lacd ___ 

Mr. Klchola Tv S vn 
Mr. ho se n fcU.iU • 

£: £-a n v -ac tivities of Moren and had explained to Mm that he was purchasing arms 


Mr. 'iurr.ea__ 

Mx. Karl o 
Mr. ioh r 
Mr. rIn. j tuu 
Mr. QuinT, Tasr" 

Tele, noor_ 

Mr. Ilwase"_ 

Vi: s land "' 
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and aawonition to be shipped to the Loyalists in Spain. Petsra had further 
advised that L*e br»a»«an had been accompanied by Moran to Mexico late la 
1936 and that a small Texas newspaper had report*d both of their names in 
connection with an airplane accident near Brownsville, Yexas. Chambers 
could not furnish any additional information concerning foren and stated 
that he did not believe that boren had an alias of Fhilipoviieh as had 
been set forth in the notes of the conversation between fieri# and Chambers. 
<100-25824-36, Page £) 


IV. (B) It'Vb GTIGATIOK COHESCTEP 


Mont. 


lie 
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ELXNC1 NELSON, was. 
ELEAN01 NELSON 
ELEANOR NELSON PCETER 
ELEANOR NELSON SOtRJNCr 


I. INVESTIGATION M TO OH AMBERS» ALLEGATIONS 

Eleanor Nelson, -who is believed to be identical with Elinor Nelson, 
Eleanor Nelson Porter, and Eleanor Nelson Soyring, has been the subject of 
Bureau, investigation since December, 1940, in connection with an Internal 
Security - 0 investigation. In March, 1941, the Attorney General authorised 
an investigation of Eleanor Nelson at the request of the Secretary of Labor. 
It was ascertained from the personnel files of the Department of labor that 
Eleanor Nelson Porter had been employed by the Beparfaaent of Labor frost 
August, 1929, until June 30, 1937, when she had resigned as an assistant 
economic analyst.. It was ascertained through discreet inquiry in October, 
1941, at the offices of the United Federal Workers of America in Washington, 
B, C., that Eleanor Nelson was national secretary-treasurer of the UF.VA at 
that time. As a result of this information, the Hatch Act investigation was 
discontinued. In 1941, Mr. Paul Porter, the husband of Eleanor Nelson from 
1933 to 1934, described his former wife as being a Communist. 

(101-3$2-x3,x2,x4, 2,17,18) 

.2a£»—,.X a)_CHAKB£2&)_ ^ 

None. 

H. (B) 1KVESTIGA110K CONDUCTED 

The investigation concerning the Communist activities of Eleanor 
Nelson was continued during this period. 

111. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS . LI EERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

In the Eerie notes furnished to the Bureau in June, 1943, there 
appeared the name of Elinor Nelson, and she was described as the treasurer 
of the Federal Employees Union (Federal Workers Union, CIO - headed by Jake 
Baker). (100-25824-27 page 2) 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The investigation continued concerning the Communist activities 
of Eleanor Nelson, but the data furnished in the Eerie notes pertaining to 
Elinor Nelson was not included in the investigative reports pertaining to 
Eleanor Nelson* 

17. . (A) CKltBFHS* MLEGATIONi ON MAT 10. 1945 
None. 
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Investigation concerning the Coni unist activities ox* telson is 
.nra«*r*tly in a status and conies of wrtinont investifative reports 

v'v'.ceriiiv" th’s Inquiry have teen Rnraishad to the division ox* Records in 
the dapnrtnsnt* 
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Mi PBifLC.; 

(vicroxi r ^:LO) 


i. iinr^ntc rioi; nam to ck « AlihSAflOhS 


II. (A) JHALiiAtA* AILUG.*. tlCHO CH MAI 


II. (B) ir:y.^TiGATioi. cu*pucfyj 


HI. <&) CB-v-igaas* Aix'jsvnt-^ ii bix: i?; jura 194 


HI. <£) IhV33fIG.¥tI0i. OOKSUG? 0 


Iv« (■ ■) ALL-yJATIui.c* ...AY 1U» 


On Aay 10, 1945, hhittaker Chambers advised that Hainan Aerlow was a 
aeuber of the Harold .arc group of the Canonist .-'arty underground iu approximately 
1935* He described Berlovs as being associated, at that ti^e with the Brooldjngs 
Institute in Washington, D* G. Chambers also stated that after the death of Harold 
; -ire a meeting was held and at this meeting Joui Abt was elected the no;* leader 
of the group. Chambers stated that he was present at this meeting which teo,< place 
in the residence of Henry Collins and that to the best of his recollection the 
following persons were present at this meeting* Charles Kramer, lee Pressman, 

Ileirtry Collins, Uathau herlow, and J» i-eters. Chambers further stated that hathan 
ferlow had been the other candidate for leader and that he received only one vote. 
100-25324-36 p, 11 and 14 


Ur* Tolson_ 

Ur. E* A* Ta5m 


£: ci4_-±y. ( 3 ) IHV/£TIGATIU5 GOlvudCTiiD 

Ur- /Wflvln ’ * +mMm*»m*mimmm—*#***r»**»*+*—*+^******"*»""***t 


Ur. Glavln ' * 1 — ... m m 

Ur. Lad d ^ ‘ ’ 

I: I S ~ A search of the Bureau files fails to reflect an individual with the name 

’i&iaSSsa-Of hathan ferlow answering the description set forth by Chambers. In Lovember 

' UrI Harbo_ 

[Hr. Vo h r . . 

Ur. Penningto n 
Ur. Quinn Tan ro 

1 Tele. Hoorn_ 

Ur. Nease_ 

Ulss Gandy_ . 
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1945 an intensive investigation was initiated concerning the activities of 
Victor Perlo as a result of information furnished by Elizabeth Terrill 
Bentley alleging that Perlo was a member of a Soviet espionage ring. 
65 - 56402-220 

This investigation reflected that on November 7, 1945, Victor Perlo 
wa 3 employed by the Research Coordinators Staff, Bureau of Progress and 
Statistics in the Office of the Director of the civil Production Administra¬ 
tion. Cn December 14, 1945, he transferred to the Division of Monetary 
Research in the Treasury Department. He resigned from the Treasury Department 
on or about March 31, 1947. 65-56402-219, 2477 

As a result of the information which Elizabeth Bentifey furnished in 
the fall of 1945, a memorandum dated February 21, 1946, captioned “Underground 
Soviet Espionage Organization (NKTO) in Agencies of the United States 
Government” was furnished to General Harry H. Vaughan, Military Aide to the 
President, to the Secretary of State and the Attorney General. This 
memorandum was distributed on February 25, 1946, and contained a summary on 
Victor Perlo. The summary on Perlo included the information on Nathan 
Perlow as furnished by Whittaker Chambers. It was pointed out in this 
memorandum that Nathan Perlow may he identical with Victor Perlo.. Chambers 
advised that Nathan Perlow was an economist and formerly associc.wau with the 
Brookings Institute in Washington, D. C. The credit records in Washington, 

D. C., reflect that Victor i'erlo was employed at iiro.*kings Institute as a 
mathematician and reviewer. 65-56402-573 

In 1947 Whittaker Chambers was shown the photograph of Victor Perlo 
and at the time identified Nathan Perlow as being identical with Victor Perlo. 
65-56402-2260, page 73 

Distribution of information developed through the case entitled 
"Nathan Gregory Silvermaster" has been furnished to the Attorney General, The 
White House and other government agencies. The complete listing of this 
distribution has been set forth previously in connection with the Nathan 
Gregory Silvermaster investigation. 65-56402-621 
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PCS* 

bidhard hoseix post 


I, IffVESTlSATIOK PRICE TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

Men#, 

& . 

On May 13, 1942, Whittaker Chambers advised that there was a man. 
by the name of Boat, who was obtained to work in connection with the under¬ 
ground movement of the Communist Party# Chambers described Post as an an¬ 
thropologist connected with skull measurements in the RPA and later became 
co-editor of the State Departments house organ (State Department* o publi¬ 
cation), (100-25824-22 page 3) 

II, (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Bone# 

III, (k) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS Bf BEHLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JPNB. 1943 

In the notes furnished to the Bureau in June, 1943, by Hr* Berle, 
there appeaiwd the name of Post under the heading "State*. Post was described 
as having the editorship of the Foreign Service Journal and was in the 
Alexandria Unit of the Communist Party, and was in the "underground apparatus* M 
(100-25824-27 Pag* 2) 

HI, (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Bone, 


17, (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS 0N MA7 10. 1945 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. £. A# Yarn s' 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen_' 

Mr. Trac y~" " 

Mr. Egan__ 

Mr. Qurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Voh r 
Mr. Peru.dmao h 
Mr. Quinn Tam m 
Tale. Roo m 1 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


On May 10, 1945, Whittaker Chambers identified Post as the editor 
in 1939 of the Foreign Service Journal of the State Department* Re stated 
that he first met Post in his home in Alexandria, Virginia, when Chambers 
addressed a smell unit meeting of the Communist underground, of which Post 
was the leader. He said that ihi# group was one of the newer groups which 
had been created, and that it was considered very weak on doctrine, and 
that he had been assigned to give them an "indoctrination pep talk." 

Chambers stated that to the best of his recollection Post had been employed 
by the Wk on a project of measuring babies 1 heads. At the time of Chambers 1 
visit to Post 1 s home, he stated that he was very much surprised to find that 
Post, a leader of a Communist underground unit, was living in such a 
sumptuous home. He explained that Post’s wife spoke a very yarified form 
of English, and that they had two negro maids as servants. 

(100-2582-36 page 12) 
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IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CCNDUCTED 

As a result of * State Department inquiry concerning Richard H. 
Poet* that Department was orally furnished information concerning the 
allegations made by Whittaker Chambers concerning one Post on September 26* 
1947. (121-63-1) 

On December 29, 1947, a loyalty investigation was initiated on 
Richard Howell Post* foreign aerri.ce official in the State Department. 

The request for report of loyalty data form signed by Richard Howell Post 
reflected that he was born January 17* 1904, in New York, New York. Proa 
Nay, 1937, to October* 1937, he was employed in the United States Department 
of Agriculture* Washington, D. C. Pros October, 1937, to January* 1940* 
he stated that he was unemployed* but had a part-time job with the Foreign 
Service Journal. From January* 1940* to the date of the request (September 3* 
1947) it was indicated that Post was employed in the Foreign Service Branch 
of the State Department. This fora Indicated that from May, 1937, to Hay* 
1939, Richard Howell Post resided at 212 South Pitt Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia. (121-63-4) 

In connection with the loyalty investigation* Whittaker chambers 
was reinterviewed on February 7, 1948, when ha again advised that he first 
met a Mr* Fost in the latter’s home in Alexandria* Virgina, He Stated that 
this was in approximately 1936, and that he was introduced to Mr. Post at 
that time by J. Peters. During this Interview* Whittaker Chambers was 
shown a photograpa of ttichard .towel! rest and aaa asked to identify the 
photograph in connection with the Post he had previously described. Chambers 
then advised* “I am not able to recognise or deny that this photograph is 
a picture of the Post whom I knew to be associated with the State Department* 
and at whose home in Alexandria, Virginia, I addreeaed a Communist Party 
cell. It has been such a long period since I have seen Post that I don’t 
feel able to state that this photograph is a picture of Post.* (121-63- 
27, page 3j 121-63-33) 

On May 1, 1948, four copies each of the investigative reports 
reflecting the results of the loyalty investigation were forwarded to the 
Civil Service Commission. (121-63-34) 

T-.iotostatic copies of these reports are presently being prepared 
for submission tc the department of Justice, 
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HERST3R fcITH ALIAS* 

\m KNEO* 

i. investigation prior to chambers* allegations 

In July, 1940 the Los Angeles office advised that it had received * 
report free the Loe Angeles County Sheriff** Office which disclosed that a 
Mrs, r ebster iewel, nee Alice «endhaa, and her husband, Webster Bowel, ware 
then employed hy the Coveraeent on the Labor Relatione Board. The report 
stated further that, according to Mrs, Carrie Greene, 020 South Cochran Avenue, 

Los Angeles, Alice Uendha* becaae interested in Couamnis* at Columbia University, 
Hew fork City, and that upon completing her course there she inherited a small 
fortune and went to Moscow, Russia for instructions and training. According to 
Mrs. Greene, Alice Mendham, while en route to Russia met her husband, Webster 
Bowel, who was en mute to Russia for the sate purpose, ’Its. Powel reportedly 
resided, at Trotsky’s home in Russia for acre than a year. Mrs. Greene stated 
that Mr. and Mrs. Bowel had recently passed through Los Angeles en route to 
San Diego, California, and that due to the Trotsky connection in Russia, she 
believed the purpose of their trip at that time was to enable Mrs. Rowel to 
contact Trotsky at state nearby place. (61-10404-1) /_/ 

Photostatic material obtained in 1942 fro* water Steele, of the 
National Republic kfcgasine, Includes a letterhead of the National Coss&tte* 
to Aid Striking Miners fighting Starvation, 799 Broadway, New fork city, containing 
a form letter d&ted in November, 1931. The letterhead set forth tee names of a 
number of individuals, apparently sponsors of the Committee, and one of the 
names was that of Webster Powell. (100-153571-1 Enc.) u 

In August, 1940* the San Uego Office advised that Alice Coe Mendham 
was Hated as a Philadelphia member of the Philadelphia Committee of the . 

National Committee for the Defense of political Prisoners in 1934. (61-10404-2) u 


Alice 


On November 4, 1941, a technical source disclosed that SLss- 

Hendham asked the Soviet Embassy in rashington for the name of the '^shington 
agent who handled Soviet bonds. According to the source, the inquiry was on; 
behalf of a friend who had such bonds. (65-30092-512) 


A membership list of the Wishingfccn Cenmittee for 'emocratic *etion 
in 1941 contained the name, Miss Alice roe kandham, Crecn Acres School, Silver 
Spring, dryland, SHephard-5138. (100-4590-9 Page 162) \J 

In 1941 a highly confidential source furnished a list of persons 
connected with the Capital City Forum, an allegedly radical lecture group in 


3 ^: 


A. M.KOEHLER/de 9/5 
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the District of Colwafcia, -which included the mm Kebster Foweil, Mac* folly 
Farw* Silver spring, Maryland, -which indicated that hie na»e see obtained froa 
the contact list of the league of industrial Bewocracy. <100-26255-1 1*22) 

Copies of correspondence and other material of the United S panish 
Aid Corasittee disclosed, in June, 1942 the xuuees of Mr. and 5£rs. Webster i-cwell 
as persona ■who -were believed to be in the fomaittee*s active indices. 

* (100-7061-124. P.21) 

Busing an interview with Charles JS* Persons, frial »&*Ktner, national 
labor delations Board, ' cshington, i). C*, and Henry J» Kent, also of the KIVU, 
on January % 1943, hy an Agent of the "ashin.-ton Field Office, they referred 
to a Cceaaunlst faction in the HLPB and rawed ' abater PobbU as on© of the 
HtBB employees in that faction. (62-41913-96) 

In January, 1947 a highly confidential source furnished the race* 
in the address book of Henry Hill Collins, Jr. Unier a heading of “Foreign” 
were included two nastes as follows* 

iV A%b i'OwCflX 

AXlctt ldwell, Australia* (101-1335-18 P.19) 


u (a) cmmim * aueoa&oks oh has 13 .1942 

H0ne« 

’21 (B) mi^TICA^OK CnmCTBV 
Ifone. 

XXX (A) 0HAtST£« ZLlZmiPm IS E-KtF. SEffi-S 9B1AXHED XU JOSE, 1943 
Hons* 

in (b) xtm'STmmm rommm 

Hons* 

17 (A) CHAMBERS* ATJS0A7I0H5 0!; HAY 10* 1945 

Curing the interview with Chaabers on Hay 10, 194? by Hew fork Agents 
Chambers stated that Harold tare, now deceased, was the leader in 1935 of a 
group of high-salaried Goverruwnt employee* who were Coewunist Party scatters. 


124 


Kisseloff-26243 









but that their activities with the tart? had ceased rhea they tier© trsraef ■erred 
to the vOEJUKiist i art? ur&sr&round. Chambers recalled the f 0 lloviB£ Individuals 
U 3 nc. bars of ths • are Underground Crsop* 

John Abb 
lee- ircssran 
Hcr,ry Collins 

«ath£ai i orlo (later identified by Chambers as 
Victor ? erlo) 

Charles Ireser, alco Inovm as Charles nrivitoly 
Htjor Hiss . 

Donald Hiss 
lost 
W&im \ itt 

ard sn rnafirnd sah who eub described as the 
husband of Alice VeEdhos, 

concerning tlu latter indirlduslj Chambers stated c.vVfc ho cculd r.ot 
recall the Ease of this ran, but roEfirfcsred hir to ba a short fellow rho 
res the husuou wi Jtieb ..v; ; >3 r~n a, echo?! on tng Viffd r4a cide of 

:'.ashin^fccn. fie v-tu? unable to recall bids * an .all enough to pi.v*i ary physical 
description of hl». (1Q0~L5 o£4~36) 

iv (h) in? i.g»svir.h r^xrsi,jB 


uurio.; an. interviur with I’lpor HJse on 2, 1947 by bureau Agents, 
he si ted list ho Lai hxiosrn llico "asdhan nines nboitt 1933 or 1934 naea eho 
was running a children’s school* He stated that her husband’s last soaae was 
Fowoll, but that h- could not recall his first ran©. (65*'564'32^2330 J T .6) 
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iv* (a) cjAiaaas* ahjsoatitos of fay 10, 1945 


On Kay 10, 1945, Whittaker chambers* attention was invited to the 
allegation that he had previously made concerning the disappearance of Juliet 
Poyntz * Whittaker Chambers stated, at that time, that he did not recall ever 
making any statement concerning the disappearance of Poyntz and advised teat 
he had never had any information ornhich to base such a remark* He pointed 
out that in conversations with many different individuals he had discussed 
Poyntz*s disappearance but that he had never run across any information which 
he would consider factual or which would constitute a logical lead as to her 
whereabouts. (100-25824-36 p. 16) 

IV. (B:) IN VEST ItlaTKJ, OCKEtfCTEP 

The investigation concerning, the disappearance of Juliet Poyntz 
continued until December 1945 after Elizabeth Terrill Bentley advised that 
she had never heard of Juliet Poyntz subsequent to her mysterious disappearance 
and that Jacob Golos had advised her that Juliet Poyntz had been •♦liquidated.” 
(100-206603-15 p. 1) 

The Bureau's files do not reflect that reports on its investi¬ 
gation of Juliet Poyntz were distributed outside the Bureau. 




Kisseloff-26246 






SHJgBSIflfM ******* 

JO* H* • » • « • *•*»»’► 


, ’ \ 



L , P 
j A j 


- »<,«v * 

^ h£i 




:a' 


f"-'A a T 




■V,' 


An jLnve>tl;fttlcn of lw Xraeaiam, “arlioaa correct i*kq is jU'Cn 'Ycea>%»r, 
was Initiated in 1941 nr*--* » review of inforrfciiun in the files of «>«• 

>irp » Irian folic* ^cfMIrtmntj, ^ashlndfcor., I* 0. » itwiicst-rv- that '•’reesftan 
was ooasiuiy & timber of the Co^unUfc '/arty* 10CWP.f2^->.' -. * 


■>u a> . 

* 

fn . ay 13, 1>42, >Tt1Ui*k8r cohere advised that «eicr tc X'07 *’•£ 
nr,i ituc&d ■'*& hi,m* to ersoaiSA the n»n in the ;'£w imt end to wsaka suoh 
individuals a part of the under.jroui^ or£a*iisaU<m of the <>*w.snat 'arty. 
‘-c abated that one of the converts *% that iisuft *ae he« PTesawar. of the AAA 
who had since to the rrf or- the -direct advice of the >*r£y itself. 
Cltftruer* advised that it *tv t-ne^anfc that rresssmrf ehoi&d be Lveie* riyht 
hand *»n* 200-25324*22 v>. 3 


’r. ( 3 } , ; ; o'. n rr^rtf-.v ».y.fcv: f T> 

/ r 

M.c alle^iicnsf «adc hy v-Mttelce? Cu&sbcrs on :.«y 15* 19^2, here 
**t forth in ”epori *>f .Hwtcittl Agent -taeeell, * ‘-•fcite, r-.ew fork, v* Torfe, 
dated 3-29-43* cubitled Keen Tresasan* sa.% A cojsy of tlds report saw 
furnished to th* Division of eeorda in th» D^partaent of ductile on April 12, 
XV3* % 

t ^ * 

eoadaeted M « result of the inft roller* f«rni«;-»d try 
'bjwbera reflects iuas the personnel file cf la* -veemn wss *dwtty.cd at the 
"»pert.«#at of Afyicrdtu-e. ’ Ids file reflected b!u.t on July 13, 1^33 Vrc-ssssts 
mu? a 'pointed as ruHT Attorney in the Ul at six thousand dollars per arnu* 
if- ‘-ashin 'ton, .* *V y# real ited this PoeltloJ* on tVorv&r/ 2, 1915. .;*vre 
duly 2, 2135 until «h»a 30, 2 33? he hall various sdsunistrstlro positions: In 

tv.e ^ettieeent Adcsiniatraticn ami the '-'ar* Security /-dninistraticn. 
100-11^20-19 p. 3 • 

Subeeiiuebt to hie e*enw*ant amb^ym t-ast i#» appointed -neral 

hour»»«si for the :^tioael D-h 100-31820-31 


Tolaon_ 

Clegg_ 


Glavl n * 

Ladd_^_ 

Nich 5 l 8 ~' 

Roeen_ 

Tracy_ . 

Egan__ 

oume a 

: -rho_ 

liohr 


(a) 


JL ILisJ^aL 




Perml rscon_ 
^ulrm Taisn_ 

e* Rcvffi_ 

Neaso 


Gandy_ 


.1st notee obtained ftpea --'r* nerle i« «?une 2943 contained the I'clZcwiwj? 


f ^ 

J 41. C' 


Kisseloff-26247 






notationss 


"Icosenbliett - in B.S. was ’front* behind Mack Moren - 
existed in Miller’s employ - knew Pressman - his alias 
was ’Cole Phillips* - Introduced him to Mack Foren, buying 
arms for Spanish (Loyalist) CoYernment — Pressman - as 
counsel - helped Foren — made a flight to Mexico with him$ 
forced down at Brownsville, Texas, in late 1936 or early 
1937 — probably fall of 1936,“ 

The notes also reflected that Pressman was in the underground organized by 
the late liarold '."are. The notes further lead as follows; "Pressman was in his 
group (1932-3?) Pressman then in the 4M, n and also reflected that Lonald Hiss 
was a member of the Communist Party with Pressman and litt. 100-25824-27, p.l&4 

III, (B) INVESTIGATION CQMTflCTED 


The investigation concerning Pressman continued but the information 
set forth in the Berle notes was not included in the investigative reports 
covering the activities of rressman. 

IV. (A) Glira RS’ ALL-GATIPNS ON FAY 10. 1945 

On '.ay 10, 1945, ’I hit taker Chambers advised that Mark Moren was 
somewhat of a mythical underground character who was heard about in Communist 
circles during the Spanish Civil hsr. J. peters had informed Chambers that 
Lee Pressman had accompanied Horen to Mexico late in 1936 and that a small 
Texas newspaper had reported both of their names in connection w itb sn airplane 
accident near Brownsville, Texas. Chambers stated that lee Pressman was a" 
member of the Harold nare underground group of the Communist Party and des¬ 
cribed Pressman as later becoming General Counsel of the National CTO, Chambers 
advised that after Harold hare's death a meeting took place in the home of 
Henry Collins and that John Abt was elected leader of this group. Chambers 
stated that he was present at this meeting and to the best of his recollection 
the following persons were present at that time; Charles Kramer, Ire Pressman, 
Henry Collins, Nathan Perlow, and J, Peters. 100-25824-36, p. 14 

IV. (B) INVFSTinTlON CONDUCTED 


On March 25, 1946, the Washington Field Office furnished the bureau 
and New York a summary of the activities of Lee Pressman and this memorandum 
contained the allegations made by T.hittaker Chambers on May 10, 1945. This 
summary was not furnished to any outside agencies and the allegations made by 
Chambers on lay 10, 1945, have not been included in an investigative report 
concerning the activities of Pressman. 100-11820-62 

The investigation concerning: the activities of Lee Pressman is 
presently in a pending status. According to an article appearing in the February 
9, 1948, issue of the CIO News, Pressman resigned as General Counsel of the 
CIO on February 6, 1948. 100-11820-419^, p. 2 
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Ke: WIGJB VICTOR R”HO, was 
Victor Reno, Vincent Reno, 
lance Clark, "Ves" 


i* ihvbstigatiot hjorti cim-birs* aljzqations 


Francis Victor Reno was brought to the attention of the Bureau 
on Bee ember 20, 1939 when data was provided by the Intelligence Officer 
of the Third Corps Area, United states Amy, reflecting that this 
individual was a civilian employee at the Aberdeen i-roving Ground in 
* aryland and was reported to have been an active Communist while in 
college. The Amy Intelligence Officer advised that an investigation 
was then being conducted of Reno, based upon a request by the.'jar 
Department« 

The substance of this information indicated that Reno, while a 
student at the University of Virginia, had been active in a group known 
as the ational Students League, which was allegedly a Communist 
organization. The Army had checked with representatives at the University 
and had been informed that Reno during liis student days had been c on- 
sidered an active radical. The Amy stated that their investigation 
had failed to indicate that Reno was engaged at that ti,.e in subversive 
activities ana that a report of the investigation had been returned to 
the bar Department without any recommendation. 

It was notea that ^euo had been employed as a civilian by the 
Amy originally on July 26, 1937 as a mathematician and -worked in the 
computing section of the Ballistic Research Laboratory. The Army file 
indicated that Reno was bum at Salt Lake City on May llj., 1911 and 
attended the University of Virginia frtm 1932 to 193!?, graduating with 
a ^asters ..egree. The information further indicated that the employee 
had previously worked for the JPA in ashington as an Assistant Statistical 
Clerk from September 193!? to parch 1937* (Victor Reno, according to 
Amy records, had a brother named Philip Reno who was employed by the 
Social Security Board.) The Amy Intelligence officer requested that no 
investigation bo made of i.eno by the FBI. ho investigation was made of 
Reno by the Bureau based upon this information. 


Mr. Tolaoii 
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Mr. Harbo_ 
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II CIIARBRRS* ALL'IGATl'T'IS ,?? TAX 13, 19- 2 

: This individual was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview 

.on the above date. 
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111 ( A ) GH&I t BIIiS~ t £L LRGATICHS If/ . ?;>vi7S cmETO BI JtHE, 19k3 

The Berio notes, cased upon an interview of Chambers in 1939* 
contain the following reference to one Vincent Reno, who is apparently 
identical with Francis victor Reno: 

“Vincent I.;eno - o« at Aberdeen Proving Grounds - 
Computer - Math, /ssist. to Gol. Zomig 
(Aerial bomb sight Detectors) 

Formerly CF organizer under alias ‘Lance Clark* 

(100-2582^-27) 


HI (B) BISTESTIGATIOH COIIDUCED 


It does not. appear from the fureau files that investigation was 
conducted of this individual based upon the reference in the Berle notes. 

however, in the report of the Intelligence Division, Third 
Service Command, Baltimore, .Maryland dated December 15, 19lf3, a copy of 
which was furnished the Bureau, the 'ray set forth the results of its 
investigation of Francis Victor Reno which in substance disclosed that 
while taking Ms tasters ' agree at the University Of Virginia from 1932 
to 1935, ;.eno was involved in the Rational .Students * League, cheated 
considerable agitation on the campus and evidenced general Communistic 
tendencies. The /ray report reflected, however, that during his employ¬ 
ment at the Aberdeen Proving Ground from 1935 to the date of the report, 
tu.eru had been no indication of any such tendencies on his part, A 
recommendation was made in the report to place Reno under further 
observation and to develop fully his background from 1935 to 1937. 

It is to be no’cod that the Ary was provided with c. copy of 
the report prepared by the Baltimore office of the FBI dated Hove her 
1, 19i*3 reflecting an investigation of Philip ^.eno, brother of Fr-rnciu 
Vietor ueno, and indicating that Philip I eno had reportedly been orcugnt 
to Balti ore, Uarylsnd by Dr, Blutuberg to work for the Communist Party. 
This report also reflected that T ‘hilip meno was associating with known 
Communists in his position as editor of the official organ of a local 
labor organization, which had been reported by informants to be 
Communist dominated* This report also contained information concerning 
Francis Victor ;:eno* 

(61-772--2) 
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JV . (A) GIl'iHBFiiS * AILAGATIOKS OKTAY 10, 1&5 

This invididuaX was not mentioned in the Chambers interview 
on the above date* 

IV (B) XirgKSTIGAT£Ot T CDIOTCT5D 


Information was provided by the Baltimore Office on March 1, 
19U8 concerning Francis victor Reno in connection with the investigation 
of loyalty of Government employees. This information indicated that 
data was available concerning this individual to the Baltimore Office 
indicating that he was at one time employed by the 'berdeen Proving 
Ground aiid making reference to information previously furnished by 
Army Intelligence. The Baltimore Office also indicated that information 
had been r ceived on July 21, 19k? indicating that one Lance Clark, 
whose real name was Reno, had in August, 1936 recruited a confidential 
informant of the Baltimore Office into the farmers labor Party at 
Cumberland, Maryland* The source stated that a meeting of this party 
had taken place in the month of September, 1936 at which time the 
informant learned for the first tine that he had in fact joined the 
Communist Party. Lance dark upon being questioned concerning this by 
the informant reportedly stated that the Communists were the spark plugs 
of the farmers Labor arty and "what is the difference in a name if the 
progrem and aims are identical; " 

(121-1765-1 

The Baltimore Office was instructed on ^arch 12, 19if8 by the 
Bureau to ascertain immediately whether or not Vrancis Victor Reno was 
still an employee of the Government at the Aberdeen Proving Ground. 

,121-1765-1} 

The Baltimore Office advised on A arch 20, 19)4-0 that it had 
determined from Army authorities that on July 16, 19h7 Reno had become 
ill and had subsequently been moved to a hospital in Baltimore, farmland. 
The last report had indicated that his condition was extremely critical 
and liis recovery was questionable. 

( 121 - 1765 - 2 ) 

Cn March 31, 1J&8, the Bureau advised the Baltimore office that 
in view of these circumstances, no further investigation should be con¬ 
ducted but that arrangements should be made with the Army Intelligence 
authorities at the Aberdeen Proving Ground to advise immediately in the 
event 1 Reno returned to active service with the Government. 

( 121 - 1765 - 2 ) 


1 % ' 
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<» V 




Res PHILIP K'.riOj alias ihil Reno 


I. I'ZVI-S‘i‘IGATIQ,: PRIuk TO Ctlhl BuiS' ALK.GATICIIS 

on August 13, 191(1 the Washington Field Office advised the 
Bureau in connection -with the Hatch Act that * hilip Reno, an employee of 
the Social Security Hoard, had reportedly appeared on the mailing or 
membership lists of the American Peace Mobilisation, 'Washington, R. C* 

(101-l63lj.-l) 

On August 27, 19l(l a memorandum was forwarded to .. r. ’atthew 
1. McGuire, Assistant to the Attorney General, setting forth available 
information concerning Reno in accordance -with the existing Congressional 
instructions and requesting -whether investigation should be conducted. 

It is noted that the information provided in addition to the data con¬ 
cerning possible affiliation with the American rj eace Mobilization that in 
August, 1936, information was submitted to the effect that 'hilip* Reno, 
Social Security Board Lodge Ho* 2l;5, was reportedly a Com; unist or a 
sympathizer of that movement. In addition, it was resorted that one 
1hilip ueno, according to a confidential source, employed by the Social 
Security Board, Washington, 1. G., was a close associate in the 
Communist activities of one Sam lean, who was described as being a 
Communist. Also included was a report by a confidential source received 
during December, 19l{0, thao ‘hilip Reno, employed by the social security 
Board, Washington, D. C., was allegedly the Communist Party organizer 
ror une ieaerai employees in ■ . 0. -Am.w StiuuCj ST^ted 

that Reno addressed a Communist meeting at the Rubber workers Hall, 
Cumberland, Maryland during the summer of 1939 and that the meeting was 
allegedly for members and perspective members of the Caamunist rarty. 

The informant advised that neno’s presence at such a meeting would 
definitely indicate ids membership in the Party although he had not 
definitely stated he was a Communist. 

(101-163U-1) 

On .ovember 12, l$jl, available information was likewise for¬ 
warder to Or. L* -i. C. Smith, Caief of the special Eefense unit, 
Bepartraent of Justice. 

( 101 -l 63 li- 2 ) 


Mr. TolSors 


Mr. K. A. TancT 

Mr. Jleg*_ 

Mr. flavin_ 

Mx. Ladd _ 

Mx. Rlohol s 

Mx. ho sen_ 
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Mr. -'ar-o 
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Investigation in connection with th»- Latch ct as reported by 
:the Washington Field Office" on February 9, 19^2, indicated that .".hilip 
iReno was employed by the Social Security noard of the Federal Security 
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Agency from April 27, 1936 to that date. His name appeared on the Dies 
Committee list as a member of the ITashington Committee for Democratic 
Action. It was also confidentially reported that the name of Ms wife, 
Ruth Reno, appeared on the active indices of this organization and that 
the names of both iceno and his wife appeared on the active indices of 
the American Peace Mobilization, later known as the American Peoples 
obiliaation. The auto registered to Reno was observed in the vicinity 
of an anti-conscription meeting of the American Peace Mobilisation on 
September h, 19h0. Informants further revealed that the intimates of 
Reno are also identified with either one or both of the aforenamed 
organizations and among these are two individuals reported to be known 
Communists. larch Reno, wife of Philip Reno, was reportedly employed 
until I-’ay, 19^1 as the private secretary of Sidney iu hatz, who was 
allegeuly one of the leaders of the Cam,.unist movement in the District 
of Columbia. 

(101-163U-9) 

Further investigation by the Denver, Colorado Office indicated 
that Reno had been transferred to the Social security Board, Denver 
Regional Office on February 3, 19M« Available informants advised that 
is was non definitely known whether Reno was a member of the Communist 
Party but ws reported at least sympathetic with its views. 

hi accordance with the established procedure for conducting 
hatch Act investigations, Reno was interviewed by a Bureau agent at 
Denver, Colorado on March 16, 19^2 • Under oath he denied past or oresent 
meubersMp in the Communist Party, but declined to answer questions on 
whether he was a member of the h'asljington Committee for Democratic Action, 
American Youth congress, American Peoples Mobilization or the national 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties. 

(101-163!;.-11) 


I.eno also denied having addressed a Communist Party meeting at 
Cumberland, Maryland or a Coumrdst meeting anywhere at any time and 
further denied attending an anti-conscription meeting of the American 
Perce Mobilization. 

(IOI-I63I5.-II) 

On April 2k, 191)2, the results of the investigation conducted 
concerning Philip Reno were forwarded to the Honorable laul V* Pcl.utt, 
Administrator, l'eaeral security Agency, "ashington, D. C., requesting 
advice as to the ultimate disposition of this case. 

(101-163U-12) 
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By letter dated July 7, 19l*2, the Bureau was inferred by the 
Federal Security Agency that the employee, Philip i.eno, had been 
exonerated and no further action was being taken* 

(101-l63Mh) 

On September 1, 19^2, copies of reporta in connection with the 
Latch Act investigation were forwarded to !,',r. L. A* 0. Smith, Chief of 
the special Far Policies Unit of the Department of Justice. 

(101-l63h-l6) 


XI (A) CEA T !B.~uS^ A'IlSGAYIOFS GIF TAX 13, 1&2 

fills individual was not mentioned in the Chambers interview 
on the above date. 


Ill (A.) cm'BlW AH^GATIffiS W BiRLS HOT'S CET.E&B XU JUNE 1&3 

These notes contain the following references to Philip f.enos 

u Philip Leno - in Social Security (7?) - 
was head of underground Trade union Croup 
Political leader. 

l! tieno connected with Baltimore party 
organiser - Benjamin (Bundey) Friedman 
alias Field - then California - then Bussia 
- now organiser for Baltimore L Washington 
of Above-Ground party - Underground connections*” 


» 3.C*C. - 

'■Philip i v cno - used to be*” 


(It would appear that the information set forth above concern¬ 
ing keno ’s connection with the Baltimore Party organiser, 1’riedcian and 
the ensuing information concerning California, Prussia, etc., refers to 
the activities of Friedman rather than Leno. See another section of 
this memorandum relative to Benjamin Friedman). 


Ill (B> SBvTSTlGAYIOK CCISUCTED 

Although io appears t*av‘o no specific investigation was made 

3.35 ' ,OTV,r ' 
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based upon references in the Berle notes concerning Philip Reno, active 
investigation laws re-instituted concerning this individual in pay, 191*3 
when i.eno was reported to have left the Government service in Denver, 
Colorado and obtained employment -with a labor organization in Baltimore, 
arylsnd. Investigation by the Baltimore office indicated that Reno 
was closely associated -pith a number of prominent Communist figures in 
the Baltimore area anu Reno himself was reported b;, informants to be 
believed to be a Cos. unist due to his adherence to the Communist line and 
association with known meabers of the party* 

( 61 - 1631 - 22 ) 

A report in Fovoaber, 1963 indicated that information had been 
received reflecting that Reno had been brought to Baltimore by /lbert 
Blumberg, Rational Legislative Representative of the Communist Party 
and was continuing his association with known. Communists in the Baltimore 
area. 

( 101 - 1636 - 28 ) 

i.eno returned to leaver, Colorado from Baltimore in October, 

19l*3* Id Denver Reno obtained employment with -die lenver CIO Council 
and was reported to be in frequent contact with officials at the Com:.unist 
Political Association ] ieadquarters in leaver. 

(IOI-I 63 U- 29 , 3k, 3$) 

while in lenver he was known to have been contacted by two 
prominent Rational Communist figures, John hilliamson and Lem Harris. 

(131-1634-39) 

During 191*5- and early 191*6 Reno held a number of non-govarnuental 
positions, primarily with labor organizations and continued his" close 
contact with Communist Party officials in lenver, Colorado, 

(101-1636-52) 

It ~/as reported that Rem attended the Communist Party Ptate 
Convention on Hay 18, 1966 and the Communist party State Board mooting 
on July 5, 1966 at Lenver, Colorado. He continued, according to in¬ 
formation received, to ..eot with tom^unisb ..arty functionaries. 

(101-1036-53) 


A summary of evidence concerning the Communist activities of 
Reno was submitted on February 6, 1967 indicating that information had 
been received reflecting that neno was then a member of the State j xecutive 
Committee of the Communist Party of Colorado and outlined further his 


136 








Columnist Party associations and affiliations, including information 
which was developed showing that i;eno had endeavored to recruit an 
individual to join tho Communist Party in December, 1942* 

( 101 * 1634 - 56 ) 


i v eno attended the itocky fountain Conference of the Communist 
Party on October 11, 154? at Denver, Colorado, he was reported to have 
left Denver for hew Mexico. Information was developed indicating that 
l:eno was being criticized by Communist party officials in Denver for 
possible factionalism. 


( 101 - 1634 - 61 ) 


Investigation verified i,eno*s residence in fanta Pe, New nexLco 
and Albuquerque, hew llexico and return to Denver, Colorado in April, 1948. 
Informants reported that Reno had been expelled from the Communist party 
at Denver, Colorado on June 23, 1948 for factional activities. 

( 101 - 1634 - 66 ) 


In this connection it has been reported that possibly Reno has 
joined a nation-wide group of former members of the Communist party 
who were expelled from the Party for so-called factionalism and who 
are believed to have been planning tho ouster of present leadersldp of 
the Cor.., :unist Party. Ihese individuals included such former prominent 
Communist members as Dyle fowling, Vem Smith and Harrison George. 

(101-1634-63) 


Pertinent reports reflecting the results of the investigation 
of Philip 1 eno have been currently made available to the Division of 
Records of the Department of Justice. 


IV CMLBPRS' AH£GA1I0HS ON lM 10, 1945 

Philip leno was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview 
conducted on tho above date*. 
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»** dr. gggjgp.aossMmEW 


I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAVBRRS* tiiattUMJCNfr 

Initial inquiry concerning Dr* Philip Koeenbllett was Made by the 
Bureau in connection with the investigation of Moische (Maurolce) Stem, wae, 
etal. Espionage* It was reported in connection with this investigation that 
on August 3, 1935# Lydia Stahl, a Soviet Espionage Agent who was convicted 
in Paris, France, had sent Ingrid Bostrom to see a Dr* Philip *sosenbllett, 
a dentist whose office was then on the sixteenth floor at 1440 Broadway, 

New York City, residence, 143 West 8?th Street, New fork City, for the 
purpose of inf ©rising him that Lydia Stahl wanted to leave the United States. 

Investigation in the same case indicated that on the afternoon of 
September S, 1931, on the day which subject, Stem obtensibly Obtained secret 
plans from an informant in the case was observed while under surveillance to 
go to an office on the sixteenth floor at 1440 Broadway, Sow fork City* 

{61-4670*19, page 21} 

later, in connection with the investigation of Nicholas Dosenfeesg, 
an admitted Soviet Espionage Agent, Dosenberg was interviewed on February 26, 
1940, and stated that in 1929 or 1930 there was a doctor*# office in New fork 
City where money was brought in from Russia by German seaman couriers* This 
money was to be used by Soviet Espionage Agents in the United States* Accord¬ 
ing to Dossenberg, this office of the dentist was also a place where people 
coming to the United States could be m% and where they received assignments* 
Doaenberg was first- taken tc this ufflce by Alfred Hilton who*; fozenberg 
understood was then in charge of operations in the United States. 

During an interview with Dosenbsrg at the Lewisburg Penitentiary in 
dune, 1940* by a Bureau agent it waa learned from Bosenberg that the dentist 
referred to was named *-©aeribliett. (61*6670-19) 

Bozenberg further alleged that il os«nbliett was a financial agent for 
Expionage Agents in the United States* Investigation of Rosenbliett determined 
that his full name was Dr* Philip ttosenbliett and that he had been practicing 
dentistry in New fork City since October 1, 1917, and that his license had been 
renewed annually until 1936. Inquiry further reflected that Nosenbliett was 
bom in Russia, November 3, 1195, sod had received his degree in dentistry 
from the New fork College of Dental and Oral Surgery in 1917* 

(61-6670*24) 

A check of the building at 1440 Broadway indicated that Rosenbliett 
had maintained an office in room 1657 from *&y 1, 1930 to April 19, 1935, at 
which time he informed the rental agent that he was returning to Huasia no 
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attend to business. Ha left no forwarding address. It was further determined' 
that iiosenbliett is still the owner of a rooming house at 89 'hast 118th Street# 
Harlem* Hew York, and his affairs in the United States were being managed by 
Harold Klein* %2 Madison Avenue* an attorney, and hit brother-in-law, Ur* 
Morris Greenberg* (61-6670-26) 

Further information developed that hosenbliett had immigrated, to the 
United abates in Sept ember, 1905, and was naturalised at flaw York City m May 
3, 1910* to June 18, 1936, Kosenbliett obtained an Aroerican passport to 
include hi# wife for the professed purpose of visiting England, Fronde, and 
Austria* The exact whereabouts of nbsenbliett were not determined. 

( 61 - 6670 - 30 ) 

k - to smsmi jm&mm mm »•■ »** 

On the above date Chambers advised Bureau agents in discussing 
Isidore Hiller who was a chemist and connected with the Hcatiny Arsenal in 
New Jersey that Hiller was evidently in Hussiatt circles because a common 
friend. Dr, IMllp Rosenbllett, who was formerly a dentist on Broadway, was 
an old member of the Party and judging from the things he told Chambers was 
in the OGPU for many years* Chambers advised that Dr* Hosenbllett wont back 
to Moscow and he has heard nothing about him time, 

(100-25824-26) 


XX. (B) HWTSmmON COHDUCtED 

No specific investigation was conducted in connection with fl-osenbliett 
based upon the above statement by Chambers inasmuch as information of s nore 
specific character had originally been received by the Bureau in connection 
with the Dosenberg and stem cases* concerning which inquiry had indicated that 
Itosenbliett had departed from the United states* 

ixx. (A) CHAMBERS* aiihgaiions MJm.uM2 

The following is an exact copy of information set forth concerning 
Mosenbliett in the Berle notes based upon the interview with Chambers in 1939* 

london Underground espionage Agent 

(1) Dr* Philip kosenbllett - Formerly of (4X»t St. & 3'way, ME) 

^ Sr. Greenberg ~ Hd (West 70th NX 
Brother-in-law 

American leader of British Underground G* 

Bead in America Mack Moran (alias Philipovitch 
- allegedly Yugoslav) - 
real name -* t 
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Hoaeribltett - U.S. 

connected with Dr* leador Hiller «* Chemist*# Club ** 41et St* 
Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatlnny, N.4. 

was "front* behind Mack Moren existed - in 
Miller 1 # employ 

Knew Pressman - his alias was ♦'Cole Philipa 1 * ~ 

Introduced, him to Mack Moren, buying arm# 
for Spanish (loyalist) Gov’t* **• 

Pressman - as counsel •» helped Moren - sad* 
a flight to Mexico with himj forced down 
at Brownsville, lex. in late *36 or early 
*37 ** probably fall of ’ 36 . tJ 


wu (s) mmmm£mm& 

Investigation was set made of Kosehbliett based upon the information 
of Berle notes by reason of previous investigation as cited above* However, 
the investigation of his connections with Soviet Intelligence in the United 
States were again instituted and were being handled at the time of the r»i* *> *n* — 
£kf „, J3er.le.. fiotea based upon informatics received in March, 1941, from| 


b7D 


_(in connection with the case of Ernst Csucska, was, etal. Espionage 

"IT* This case developed when cm Rubin Giuekamann was interned by the l I 

authorities in England in Hay, 1940, and an examination was made of hie books 
and record* based upon operations of a firm known as the far Eastern Fur 
Trading Co., of London* This examination reflected that this firm had close 
connections with a firm in Germany, uostwag, Berlin, which was known to be a 
cover organisation utilised by Soviet Intelligence* The London company alto 
had connections with a known Soviet Espionage cover firm in France. Among the 
papers of the firm were found references to the name of Ernst Czucaka. The 
I I advised that Csucska ana his brother had departed for the United Statu* 

in the fall of 1940* ®2L/9*S. (65*35048-2) 


ka and ids bri 


Investigation in connection with this case reflected that Csuczka’s 
brother advised that the former had himself been formerly asso c^t.art vUh 

Uostwag, Berlin* Glucksmann who was further interviewed by the | _A dmitted 

that he had been in contact with Dr* Philip hoaenbliett in Paris in 1937 and 
that Eosenbliett was one of the directors of Uostwag, Berlin* 

(65-35048-23) 


Investigation at New fork losing toward the possible location and 
connections of Eosenbliett in this country was again negative, it being 
determined tljat he had reportedly departed from the United States in 1936 and 
left his business affairs in the hands of his brother-in-law, lb?. Morris 
Greenberg, 143 West 87th Street, Sew fork City. (65-35048-35) ^ 


ST. (A) qKiampfti m.v GATIQH3 ON May 10. 1945 


Chamber# when interviewed by Bureau agents on the above date recalled 
that on an occasion when he needed dental work in the middle thirties he 
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received a recommendation from "Peter" (Alexander Stevens) to Dr, Philip 
Hosenbliett who maintained offices at Broadway and 41st street. Hew York City, 
Chambers added that he gained the impression that Hosenbliett was the regular 
Coiiimunist Party dentist in hew lark and from conversation with “Peters ’ 1 
understood hlw to ha an old reliable party man who might be connected with 
the underground apparatus and also with Russian Intelligence, He added that 
he did not believe that iCoeenbliett was actually a participant in Espionage 
activity but that he did furnish his office as a meeting place for individuals 
who desired to converse secretly, lit fact, he told Chambers on several 
occasions that the Russians referred to his office as "Kafka", meaning a roof 
of shelter for clandestine meetings. Chambers said he visited Boaehbliett’a 
office on numerous occasions and became very friendly with him. In connection 
with their conversation Hosenbliett talked about his brother-in-law, Sr* 
Greenberg, and also mentioned connections with Dr, Isidore Miller. Chambers 
further recalled that Rosehblietfe had occasionally mentioned so oe very 
intimate friends of his who at that time were teaching in a collars at 
Tientsin, China. He recalled from the manner in which Hosenbliett talked about 
them that it was his impression that they also might be engaged in Cociimmiat 
underground activities, la this connection he stated that he had learned from 
various sources which he could not recall that Hosenbliett left the United 
States to return to Russia sometime in I 936 or 1937 end that he hid never 
heard from him or about him since and supposed that he hid been liquidated. 

Chambers described hosenbliett as follows* age, 50 in middle 3 Q»s{ 
height, 5*9«, build, sliaj weight, 160 p*und»| hair - was unable to recall* 
characteristics, very vain, talkative, indiscreet. 

(100-25624-36) 

ST. (B) HS7ESTIGATI0I? CONDUCTED 

Ho specific investigation was conducted of hosenbliett based upon 
the information given by Chamber* in the above interview. More specific data 
had previously been received concerning uosenbliett and investigation of his 
activities in connection with other pending evict J spionage investigation was 
then being conducted. It will be noted in this connection that the Bureau 
investigation showed more conclusively that A osenbliett was in fact deeply 
implicated in espionage activities in this country. 
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A’T SCHECHTER 


x, itryT ^iarMON micr. to cw ^:: ts ' alieo ■.ticks. 

•cti ’c investigation of Any Schechter, "whose romplete name is Any Esther 
Schechter Gafford, t.us initi tied by the How York Office in November, 19li2. The 
subject, commonly known as Amy Schechter, -as determined to have been the former 
wife of Harry Kweit, a known Conrunist agent, (now deceased) and the in/estign- 
tion of Schechter grew out of the Kweit inquiry. (lOQ~13U37l**lx) 

Investigation determined th'-fc Schechter was born at Cambridge, England 
on August h, 1698, of Eumanian-Geman parentage and entered the United States at 
New York City in 1902, end claimed citizenship by reason of the naturalization 
of her father. She was educated in the public schools, at Barnard College in 
hew York City, married Harry Kweit in l92lt, and was sep rated from him. in 1930. 
Schechter visited the Soviet Union from June, 1934 to June, 1932, reportedly as 
a writer nd ' eacher of English but allegedly at the ; 'w.e time attended the Lenin 

School in Hoscow. (100*431*3 71) 

» 

Continued investigation reflected that Schechter h d been active in 
the Comrunist Party movement since the early 1920‘s and received notoriety as :;n 
active member of the Nation'1 Textile ' orkers Union at Gastonia, berth Carolina. 
She was indicted for inspiring a strike during the spring and summer of 1929, 
which resulted in the fatal shooting of the Chief of Police of Gastonia on June 7, 
1929* This indictment against Schechter was subsequently dismissed. Schechter 
was then associated with Fred Erwin Peal, leader of the Gastonia strike, who was 
convicted of second degree murder in connection with the foregoing incident ‘‘nd 
who esc sped to Uie Soviet Union. Beal has subsequently testified, after breaking 
with the* Communist Party and returning to the United States, of the Communist 
inspiration ’ nd conspiracy in connection with this incident. (100-131*3 7l**22) 

Schechter is presently a member of the Communist Party ’?t San Francisco, 
California. Investigation Indicates that she is still closely associated with a 
number of prominent figures in the Communist Party movement in the United States. 
(100*431*371*28) 

xx. cn^uris* alisg'.tichs on »*ay 13 , 191 * 2 . 

Amy Schechter was not mentioned by Chambers in the interviev? on the 
abo 'e date. 

rtf. CH'-jvgrS 1 AIIEG'TICNS IN T :SULI-; Iff-TBS OBTAIN 7 !) I!? JUNE, I9i*3.. 

Schechter*s name was not included in the Berle notes. 

Tv, (A) fUTBEPS* -ELSGbXIONS ON ! AY 10. I9l*g. 

Chambers, when interviewed cn the above date in discussing the acti¬ 
vities of Harry Kweit (see section on Kweit in another part of this memorandum) 
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stated that Knelt married -a woman who me a Conrunist Party organiser in the 
South under the nr*e of <\ry Schechter. (100-2f82lr*36) 

TV, (B) IlfffTIG.’.TIOH CQ3DUCT 2) 

Ko specific investigation ins conducted cn the basis of the timbers 
allegations concerning Schechter inasmuch as there was already :*n intensi e 
investif* Mon being conducted by the bureau of this individual and this infor¬ 
mation had already been developed. 

The case on Any Gchechter oas closed in n report by the San Francisco 
Office on v nrch llf> I$j6> inasmuch as the subject*s Communist Party activity 
was not believed sufficient to warrant a continued investigation* (100-X3h371-2o) 

Reports in the Schechter case have been distributed to the Division of 
Records of the Department of Justice* 


- 
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RSj 7/IILY SCIEAM 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALBBGATIOHS 


_ Information was furnished to the Bureau by Confidential Informant h7 

I I of the New York Office concerning Willy Schlamm in a report dated 

February 6, 1943. This report indicated that Schlamm had written a book 
entitled H Die Diktatur Ber Luege" (Dictatorship of the Lie), which was a 
158 page volume published in Germany at Zurich, Switzerland in 1937. 

Informant stated he had reviewed the book and found it to be a passionate 
anti-Soviet polemic reflecting Schlamm’s violent reaction to the first 
Moscow Purge trial of 1936. The informant pointed out that Schlamm defended 
himself against being called a Trotzkyite but did not mention his former 
Communist connections. The informant observed that previous reports on 
Schlamm’s former promotions of the Communist line were based upon the 
contents of magazines he edited in Europe during the 1920’s and 1930’s* 

The present book, reviewed by the informant,© indicated a close f amili arity 
with Communist activities which the informant observed, while not being 
conclusive proof of former Communist affiliation, indicates a question as to 
where he acquired his intimate, inside knowledge. 

The informant suggested the possibility that Schlamm would make 
a good source on Communist activities by reason of his knowledge of the 
situation. (100-83151-2) 

The New York Office, by letter dated February 12, 1943, with 
reference to Willy Schlamm, observed, with respect to the information u ^ r , 

provided by Confidential Informant l | , that the New York Office had 

been aware of Schlamm’s possibility as a source of information since 
January 31, 1941, at which time he was cont acted by Special Agent George .T t 
Starr at the residence of Beniamin Gitlow. I I__ 


(100-88151-2) 


II. CHAMBERS’ ALIEGATIONS ON MY 13. 1942 


Willy Schlamm was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview by 
Bureau agents on the above date. 


Mr. h, A. Tc 

Mr. _ 

Mr. jtlavir„_ 
Mr, Laud 
Mr. Nichols' 

Mr. Kosen_* 

Vr. Vracy. 

Mi • t "c n 
Mx. .inriua 
Mx. llarLT' 
?3r. ' u:r 




CHAMBERS’ ALIEGATIONS IN B^RIT. NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 1943 
Willy Schlamm was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 
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Res AQIES SdbDIEY, was., 

Agnes Bruncdn, i.arie Rogers, 

I . A. Rogers, Alice Bird, I'rs. I'etroikos 


i. to chambers* ABiRGAT.iOhs 

The Bureaus files reflect t.at Agnes Smedley, an American 
citizen, has for many years been well known by reason of her championship 
of the Communist cause in the Par bast. Smedley has written a number of 
books which have received wide circulation supporting the Chinese Red 
Army, and the building of the Chinese Soviet territories in North China. 
Bureau files indicate that information has been received from various 
sources dating back t o 1?18 when fmedley and others were indicted in 
hew York City for a violation of the espionage statutes in connection 
with her activities in supporting J^ritish Indian insurrectionist groups. 
These indictments were subsequently dismissed. 

( 61 - 6580 - 9 ) 

Active investigation of Smedley was instituted by the Bureau by 
instructions to the field on October 25, 19kkj based upon information 
received from censorship intercepts, indicating that Smedley, then resid¬ 
ing at Saratoga, New York, was in communication with a number of known 
German Communists associated with the Free Germany Movement in Mexico City. 

( 61 - 6 : 80 - 2 ) 

The investigation of Smealey since l$4i has continued until the 
present time. 


11 ^ AHPSATIOHS ~! r :AY 13i 1&2 

»{o mention was made of Agnes Smedley in connection with the 
interview of Chambers on the above date. 


111 ^ CHAMBFftS* ALLIGATIONS Hi BEM& I.YTTS i-BTAIHBP I?; JIUE 19h3 

The name of Agnes Smedley was not contained in the Berle notes. 


E. A. 72 

_ 

Jlavln 
Ladd _ 
Nichols 
Rosen 


lurnea 
KartoJ 
Yohr ■“ 


r —IV (A) cmtffis ALLIGATIONS CM . AY 10, 19hS 


. t'ein.iro-'fcciF 
. Quinrj Ta 
'Tele, ho sis . 

!,*r. Neas e 
Kiss '-aniy_ 


Shea interviewed on the above date by Bureau agents. Chambers in 
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discussing his knowledge of Gerhart Hisler, -who was known to Chambers at 
the time as n : ;dwards," stated tnat he recalled that some time during 1936 
he had learned that Agnes Smedley, well-known writer and author of the 
"Battle Hymn of China" and other works, was in Hew fork City, chambers 
stated tliat he had advised “peter" (Alexander Stevens, was*,) that he 
would like to meet her. chambers stated that "Peter* 1 had advised him 
that he could arrange a meeting for him with Ckeuley and told him to go 
to an automat somewhere in the f ast 70*s. Chambers advisect that Agnes 
Smedley had arrived at the automat before him and was sitting at a table 
and that when he introduced himself to her she refused to speak to him* 
Chambers explained that he identified himself to her as a Communist and 
she then consented to talk with him but first made the remark: »l 
thought I was going to meet awards. 11 


Chambers was asked whether or not he had any knowledge of 
Communist party affiliation on the part of Smedley and he pointed out 
that he did not have any actual evidence, but everybody knows she is 
a Communist, he stated, "There is absolutely no question about it." 

He recalled that "Peter" haa close contact with her and that 
she was always "hanging around" the ninth floor of Communist Party 
Headquarters. He added that she may never have held a Communist Party 
membership book, but that if she did not, it would merely be because the 
officials of the Communist Tarty had believed her to be of more value 
to than if her party affiliations were not definitely established. 

siM-ft regara to SraeaXey, uinmoers recalled tuav at- the dime 
that Browder was sent out to the Par Past, there was a story current in 
Communist party circles in Hew York City to the effect that Browder 
had carried numerous large denomination bills and that when he ‘arrived 
in M anila he had been forced to cash a ^1,000 bill and that fiie officials 
at Hie bank had tipped off the proper people who hau placed Browder under 
surveillance after he left vanila for China. He stated that the rumor 
indicated was to the effect that in Canton or Hanking Browder gathered 
together a group of high Communist Party officials at a most secret 
meeting and that one of the participants at this meeting was Agnes 
Smedley»s Chinese husband. He added that the Hanking police surrounded 
the house and raided it and arrested the whole group. Chambers could 
not recall the source of liis s tory. 

(100-2£b2li-36) 


IV (B) ISVESXIGATICH COfflfflCZ&D 


' It does not appear from a review of the files that any specific 
investigation was conducted concerning the activities of Smedley, based 
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upon the allegations received in the afore outlined, interview of ..hittaker 
Chambers. It will be noted, however, that an analysis of the information 
furnished by Chambers indicating the general 'acceptance of . medley as 
a Com nmist party tool was well known bp reason of information available 
to the Bureau prior to the receipt of these data. 

The continuing investigation of Agnes Smedley indicated her to 
be active in propaganda work in the tnited States , for the most part in 
lecturing and publishing books and articles supporting the Gninese 
. ora.unist movement. Investig a>Lc*i also indicated that 'medley was con¬ 
tacted by J r. Tung Ti-Yi, Chinese Communist relegate to tee San Francisco 
Conference of the baited rations, at Saratoga Springs. 

( 61 - 6580 - 16 ) 

la October, 19h7, information was received from military 
Intelligence Division indicating that Agnes medley was closely 
implicated in the so-called gorge Reu Army espionage network in Jo , en 
and China during the period of 1933 to IJJlfL. tr. Richard Gorge, to¬ 
gether with other principals in the network were executed or given long 
prison sentences by the Japanese courts. It was noted that Smedley, who 
war.- ourin... i. Is period an /American Journalise and correspondent in 
oijlLtici 'izici Jc. 1 believed to have been active in the network and is 
reporteo to iiavc recruited one of Gorge »s principal Japanese agents. 

Tnis iiiformation would indicate t..at 'meuley was active in Red Array 
Intelligence from approximately 1930 tv at least 193k» 

(61-6580-32) 

|who has broken 

with the Soviets ana is now a confidential informant or tne Bureau, has 
indicated that she met Smedley in Voscow in 1931 anu suspected that b 7 

Gmedley was then being prepared for an assignment in C hin a for the 
Comintern. Although the informant had no specific information as to 
whether in fact Smedley .knew she was being used by the Comintern, 
she was certain that Comintern representatives and/or sov iet intelligen ce 
used her for cer contacts ant, knowledge of the jar v,ast« | | 

likewise stated that to her personal knowledge. Dr. Richard gorge. Red 
Army Intelligence agent in China and Japan, was acquainted with Smeriley. 

(61-6580-35) 

Further iiiformation concerning Smodley’s implication in the forge 
espionage ring have been requested of the Intelligence Division of the /ray. 

Reports reflecting Bureau investigation of Sraediyhave been dis¬ 
tributed to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice. 
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I. IHVI-STfGATION HilOR TO CH&M&ltS* AHJ.GATieKS 

Active investigation of Jessica Smith, who is the wife of John 
Abt, was instituted, based upon a complai nt received on June 27, 19Ul 
from| |alleging that the subject was a b7n 

Communist! 

(6S-i*2a8it-X) 

Since that date, active investigation has been made of Jessica 
Smith which has continuea to the present time. The Mew Xork Office is 
the office of origin in this investigation. 

This investigation has reflected that she is the former wife 
of Harold r. Jare, and is presently -President of SET Publications and 
tditor of the magazine tt Soviet Russia Today,“ which has consistently 
followed communist policies and has been a principal pro-Soviet propaganda 
medium. Investigation further indicates that the subject maintains close 
contact with prominent Communist Party officials, as w:-ll as representatives 
of official Soviet diplomatic missions in the United states. It is to be 
noted that Smith has made several trips to the Soviet union since the 
early 1920»s, returning on the last occasion to the United States in 
January, 191*6. 

(up— iillluit.) 

11 ( A ) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS OH FAX 13, 19U2 

Chambers did not mention Jessica Smith in connection with his 
interview by Bureau agents on this date. 

HI (A) CHAMBERS* ATJ11ATIQNS K Bi'RL', HOPES OBTAINED 33J JOKE Igg 

An examination of a copy of the notes made by Adolf Berle, 
based upon his interview with Chambers in 1939, indicates a notation 
of the name of Jessica Smith in two places, both of which appear to be 
collateral references to notations concerning John Abt, The notations 
are referring to the underground organized by Harold Rare in V.ashington, 

-D. C, The notations ref erred to are set out as follows: 


.GO s: H,7 


. renr.iri toiP 
. quin: 

le. hosa?_ 

. Please 
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"John Abt » followed 7,‘itt in that group - 
Tax Biv»n - Teu*t. of Justice & now - CIO 
(I/* fare’s widow - Jessica Smith Kd* Soviet Russia). 

”hr. Abt - Sister i llarion cacharach - Secretary « 
Communist from innesota. (jes~ica Smithj with 
Rauters in 1926 *- friend of Louis Fischer.” 

(100-2982R-27) 


HI (B) il'jVESTIGATION COHDUC2SD 


KShile no specific investigation was made of Jessica Smith, 
based upon the notations concerning her in the Berle notes, the informa¬ 
tion contained therein was subsequently forwarded to the Hev; York office 
on January 29 , 191*5. It was known at the time of the receipt of the 
information in the Berle notes that Jessica Smith was the wife of John 
Abt. In the continuing investigation which was being made of the activities 
of Jessica Smith, the Berle notes were set forth in a report of the Kerr 
York vffice dated July 17 , 191 ) 5 * 

In supporting the Implications of Jessica g.ith's possible 
connections with the Communist underground in hashing ton, 13. C. in the 
early 1930 f s, information was developed by the Hew York Office confirming 
the fact that she had been married to Harold tare, the alleged organizer 
of this underground movement and subsequently married John Abt, who was 
likewise allegedly a member of the group, investigation reflects that 
at the time Jessica Smith was associated with the Russian Information 
Bureau in , ? asnington and following the recognition of the Soviet Union, 
became a member of the Press Staff of the Soviet Embassy in Washington. 
Information was also developed indicating Jessica faith*s connections 
with other members allegedly belonging tc the underground group. 

(65-&18U-23, 31) 

The investigation ii-aue by the Bureau in connection with 
Alexander Ltevens, who has been identified as J. Peters, who according 
to ijidttaker chambers was the underground leader, likewise reflects 
that Jessica Smith ana her Husband, Jolui Abt, have been in close con¬ 
tact with Stevens. , 

[ 100 - 131 * 255 - 180 ) 

The investigative reports concemiig Jessica Smith, as well as 
those concerning ffcevens showing the connection between these individuals 
have been furnished to the Division of Records of the Department oi 
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Justice* The investigation of this subject is continuing by the 
Bureau. 


If (A) OHAm S» ALLEGATIONS W MAT 10, 19k$ 

The name of Jessica Smith -was not mentioned by Chambers in 
connection with his interview by Bureau agents on this date. 
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RE: VERN SMITH 


I. INVESTiamfW PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* RIITGATIONS 

There is information contained in the Bureau files dating back 
to the early 1920's concerning the activities of Vem Smith as being active 
in the ISW as editor of the organization's newspaper "Solidarity." Other 
information reflects connections of Smith and collaborations with such 
known Communists during the 1920 *s as James Gannon, William Z« Foster, Robert 
Minor and others. (61-2241-45, p.4) 

Other information reflects that Smith, who was then active in the 
IWW, joined the Communist Party around 1922. (39-915-1109, P* 7) 

Active investigation of Vern Smith was initiated by the San 
Francisco Office in February, 1941, by reason of his activities in San 
Francisco with the Communist Party movement and by reason of the fact that 
he was then labor Editor of the "Daily People's World." The investigation 
at that time indicated that Vern Smith had been former Managing Editor of 
the "Dally Worker" at New Tork City in 1932. (100-17082-1) 

Further inquiries reflected that Smith had been formerly a member 
of uhe Central committee oi the communist jr'arty as well as correspondent 
of the "Daily Worker" in the Soviet Union from the summer of 1933 to about 
August, 1935* Records (available to the State Department) of World Tourists, 
Incorporated, reflected that Smith* 3 transportation to the Soviet Union 
had been charged in part to the Communist Party and in part to the "Daily 
Worker." (100-17082-13) 



* In the interview conducted by Bureau agents on the above date, 

Whittaker Chambers stated that Verne Smith, who was former editor of the IWW 
"Solidarity", was one of the oldest”party members and knows the business 
inside and out. It is noted that in connection with this part of the interview 
that Ghambers had been asked concerning his knowledge of various Communists 


whom he had known to be Important persons in the Party at the time of his 
^association with the movement. (100^25824-22) 
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II. (b) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Ko specific investigation was conducted on the basis of the 
Chambers allegations inasmuch as an active investigation had already been 
instituted of Vern Smith who was undoubtedly identical with the individual 
named by Chambers. 


The investigation, which continued, reflected that Smith remained 
very active in Communist Party activities in San Francisco and became the 
foreign editor of the "Daily People’s World.” (100-17082-32) 


In a report dated November 21, 1946, the San Francisco Office advised 
that Smith was then still residing in San Francisco with Sue Paxton as man 
and wife, the latter likewise a member of the Communist Party. Smith was 
associate editor of the "Daily People’s World* until August 15, 1946, at which 
time he was expelled from the Communist Party for basic disagreement with 
the Communist Party line and for sympathizing and supporting so-called factional 
groups. Sources reported that prior to being publicly expelled from the Party, 
Tdlliam C. Foster had given Smith his first membership card and that they 
were old friends* (100-17082-36) 


Investigation has continued, notwithstanding the expulsion of 
Smith from the Party, inasmuch as it is known from investigation that Smith 

<*uv t» liUL’ibsr vf vLuoi* jL."ir»vj;uu> «*Lv» res5j.*iS isliilurly expeHed use •sonwi fioixf g, their 
activities apparently aimed at dislodging the leadership of the Communist 
Party through direct intervention and connections with contacts in the Soviet 
Union * It has likewise been suggested that it is not at all impossible that 
this may be a tactic for placing Smith and others in an underground position 
and divorcing themselves from the above ground Communist Party. (100-17082-41) 


A news item published in the New York Journal American on April 27, 
1948, datelinad at Oakland, California, indicated that Vern Smith, expelled 
Communist and ex-foreign editor of the "Communists People’s World,” was con¬ 
victed in a Justice Court on April 26, 1948, at Oakland, California, for 
contempt of the California State Un-American Activities Committee. The news 
item indicated that Smith had been Immediately sentenced to pay a fine of 
13,000. (100-17082-A-Journal American 42748) 


Copies of investigative reports in this investigation have been 
distributed to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice. In 
addition, a dossier showing information then available in the files of the 
Bureau regarding Vern Smith was furnished to Mr. B. U, C* Smith, Chief of the 
Special Defense Unit, Department of Justice, on December 1, 1941. (100-17082-11) 

i5b 
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I . 



A prosecutive summary report, prepared by the San Francisco 
Office dated December 13, 1946, was forwarded to the Division of Records 
of the Department of Justice on February 14, 1947. (100-17082-32) 

HI. CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN 3ERI£ NOTES OblAlNBD IN J« 194? 

Vem Smith was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 

IF. CmMEERS* AIXFGuTIOnS PIT HAY 10. 1945 • 

Vern Smith was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview 
conducted by Bureau agents on the above date. 


,i 57 
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MMmmz mmz, aliases 
Alexander Coldbarger, J Peters, 
Peter, J. V- Peters# ctaven lapln, 
pete Stsvern, Steve Miller, leader 
Bovretaln, Silver or Silvers 


1. XCTKSriQfigICK PRIOR TO CHAMBERS’ At13»m0f?S 


For purpoess of clarification It ie pointed out that Alexander 
Ctsvens bee been determined to be identical with ell of tie above names, In 
this connection, pricer to the Cheater# * allegations in 1942, asperate investi¬ 
gations had already been instituted by the ’Bureau on Stevens under the warns 
of 1, peters, J V. Peters, Alexander Stsveas and Alexander Goldbcrgsr. Ths 
race J. Peters vas known to the Bureau in connection with Connmist Party 
activities in the Uhited State# based upon the publication of *fhe Cosacunist 
Party, A Manual of Organization,** vhich was authored by one £, Peters in 1555. 
She investigation of tae subject as Alexander Stevens arose in early 1942, 
when he vp« in contact in toe Angels# vith prominent Coamcdat forty nacbora 
in that city. Information available in our files concerning 1* Patera van 
furnished to the Separtnent of Justice on April 1, 1941, 


Alexander Stevens vae born on August 11, 1&54, at Kop, Czechoelo- 


vakati, and weed the t?**&r Alexander U'.ldbsrgcr, 


S# ih*» vot-. of &•*'£•*n *1,1 &- 


berger ar#d Bewails Usrateh, ?e served in the Sungari* » aw^r from 1514 until X> ; l8, 
He first watered, the l 7 rited States on February 10, 1924, aa Alexander Goldberger. 
Be again entered the Vfcited State# on Septeafcsr % 1928, under this name. He 
has endeavored to become a citizen on two occasions, the first time being in 
February, 1924, but allowed his application to lapse, and again filed fer citi¬ 
zenship on July 20, 1559. Se registered under the nose of Alexander Stevens 
m an alien on Beoesfcer 5, 19*40. Steven# received a divers© from franciska 
GoXdberger at Reno, Nevada, April 29, 1942, and has for come time been residing 
«8 men end vlf# with one Anno Silver* The latter Is a naturalized tl S. citizen 
vho has been repeatedly engaged in setting up C*>munJst unfiargr>vnd activities 
in this country She is likevlee the subject of » Bureau investigation* b 

(100-184295-158 & 122) • 


^tovena hca been Identified vitfc Ilia various sllasaa ’ 
*ns ‘ohotoarnubs to a nuab er of confidential Inforaorte, Including 

W£ i-ha {TnriBRB^at rartv of ±\t> United Star 


TOC? 


hreugh exhibit- 


es; 


(100-184255-158); Conflder.t.JKL 


ECGtmpd 


Kisseloff-26278 










XnforneRt,_ 

CoadflUtowtial laforaant j 


far**®* amher of the CcmmuJm^ farty (iCw- 

a t'aewr nailer of the 


Coawunist Party who saw Stevens is hoeecw in 1951 {10C*«l8ka95~l$£} * and seny 
©there who war* ae^ualntod with the CommmSMt m wmm t at the tim evibject waa 
known under hi* variou# sIIwwhi, 


b7D 


n, (a) ciuttam may 15 , istta 

Upon feeing interviewed o& the ehcve date, Chaster* advised. Jbtwk 
^hutt a w uniwfi XMt pnm Imi aawfsp %&§ hi mi 

of t^« Ccawaoiet urwwrprowd m&rmmt and stated he tei seen Peter only froa 
tiw to tin*; %&&t although him ©cwneetion with *hi* mm mm store that of & 
pers©»*l friendship than of * fonatl forty relationship, ho never l^traed 
weak ahcwt Peter. He stated he did knew that Peter lived eeiae at Fwdeide, 
loo* island. »t which ttoe he vent tolar the suite of Silver or Silvers. Ch»*« 
here gathered frets peter that he had previously hews ttweautsr of tfcc Kurgerien 
peper *U4 Here* end that peter vea likely in the United States without a 
peaapcrt or on a false passport. Me said that Peter had eonneofcioi* with tha 
QfflKJ feecaue# he had net n ea t eye of the QG8W la feter*a preeeaoe . i&tauugk he 
did not know thee* a»r< fey name, he lad later checked with SrivXtek? u*d fend 
ascertained »aea indivSdaela were G0HJ awn. xthuiii mnwd in tiui* ou;nrsr- 
aatforst that peter wee the source of awoh of %m loforaatioit furnished by 
Cheaters <i00~25*2*-8*J 

ii. {8} irnmncumm coirouottt i> 

* 

It is to he noted that the Bwreaa was already caodvotlai JavaiUge-tion 
la two oaaee oounmlng individual* who war* later deterained to he Identic?! 
with the "Peter* weatioeed in the Cfeahber** iaWview. j^w~wr* ©a tl# feasts 
of the Chesfcere‘ allegation*, tha dew leek office wee rs%u«si«l fey lottery 
done 11, X$*£, to laaedlately conduct a c ce s sa ry ieve^tigativn to deloraiite the 
identity, location and aotivitiea of the individual known to Cheaters as "Pater,* 
aline Silver or Silvers. (103-J6624-22) 

Investigation was aada fey tee dew lurk vJU?ise* kseed i2& infer- 
m%im famished fey Chaafeera; however, the identity of "Peter," with slice 
Silver or Silver*, wea not satafeliafeed at that tine. It wan pointed out, 
ho wev er , that it app ea r e d that this individual was identical, with the «mfe£cct 
of a separata Investigation in hew fork of d. ioiefs, with elisv ’ ; t^vc? Tiepin 
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by reason of the Information developed. ar.d these two investigations were 
consolidate!. (100-2582^-25) 

Further investigation In the j. Paters inquiry, aa well as the 
concurrent Investigation which was sad® separately of Alexander Stevens, alias 
Alexander Ooiatcrger, resulted la a consolidation of these investigation©, 
haaad upon an identification of the photograph of Stevens as J. Peters by 
Benjamin Gitlou and Jaasse S. Glaesr. This was reported by the Pew York: 'fries 
in a letter dated Harch a, 1<M. (10Q-l$*255-?h) 

Subsequently, the photograph of Alexander Stevens wee further 
Identified as * Peters by William Odell Kovell » a confidential informant 
who said he was acquainted with the sublet in Jfeacow, Puesla, in 1932. 

<1G O-lGteSp-'ft) 


On meek 5* l£bj h « photograph of Alexander Stevens was identified by 
Whittaker Chambers m being the individual known, to bin as paters, head of the 
Communist uiidergrouad mevewmt In the United States. (v.-v^s^-Or) 


subject. 


Too inrjsUgdtica continued of subject's ae**v*fc*«e follcwl^- t:,L- 
' j-.l r» ts* ,* ■?¥iOwU inve3t.if i fe.t'lQr«i‘ under the vstIou? ellaser of the 


£*~t (£> ALLCSATIOIS IS Midi? H02SS OBTA1SFD IT JTKEf l?h3 

'fhe Faria notes contained references to the individual identified 
m Gtfevens under tis* nave “feters* end were as follows* 

“ifeewa iroju peters - formerly in Bela Kan 

Sort. Agricultural Coanlaserlat - called Gandoes; (?) 
then to Kasai* - then* here, in Business Office of 
Cosaauslst paper *Uj iwLori* - then, after X$2$ - 
heed of Vader^roucd, lived lit Ssailtca Ap'ts. 

Woods Ida,, JU.I. - under alias 'Silver 1 - l 
lectumd in Coammlst camps - 
Friends ‘Blake* of *yreSS»it* - Beal «cs» - 
Weiner - American: Polish Jew - 

lotsre was responsible for Washington Sector 
Vent to ltj«ccw - wh?rs Is he mv? - 
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m s Cisii&tsiw oow&tr m 
i tm ibmft - aw* * *ffet ou ^ - tmm i* 

3 &S JcMKtt ** a Coi ift ttytl 

wwS&r* Xto Jmqss i&f Buss Cosst 

Ifntilmoii Bin Itosocisco 
or OriOanl - * (X00-2588*-27) 

in (a) arfiaificufficai cxaBBg 11 *^ 

jt ie nota d that no *$ncifio farthar 1i)Tiittfliit1t fr* mi conducted 

KUtajuik S'4t fLlLjUk S' SfiglS! am 

WPUt JdJKXi JEJ—AJMP # ASP—— -AI1SM—1*1—t —HI flmi Ww SSSSI 4 TOvmJI¥k> Wmm Ml 

act!** lmn—igatlon yw tela* —d* dr hi* By th* Ba—. Sh* tat—tgation 
tkiok *— s—tinning WiM «Xe*e a—oeiotico* hjr Stay*— irtth ioditld—la 
Sirei«ia*Kfc la ’tJm C r, — qu iet Mrtgr. (U50*l84a55-X0l) 

XT (A) CHAMBaERfl dllSQftTIOKS <3i mt 10, 19%5 

Ch e— ere , rhea i at a rrla—d on th* —ay* 4ite| gat* farther dat—ls 
concerning his asaoolation with th* Individual th*n knows to hi* — d, Peter*. 
(It i* noted la this ioterrie* that Ch—ti— *yp»r*«tly i i ftwr t i to Stereaa an 
Both «r« Feter* Had Bctar.) 3* stated that *fcU* la th* of a&itar of 

*H—r H i —— ,* la agyr—SanUly 1938, h*, Cha—are , mm —U*d Into 13a* offioe* 
of Mix Bedeekt la Co—iuniat Party ha*df*erter» la law Tea* and «drla*A 3* mm 
to 1 m flfin * spsfttsX iNM^pninti# At a —ad a—tiag irtth B id toht h* —• 
l#tjro4&o#& on thi strsst to nan IMIyIAmI T hus ii to Hi m 
ta tara, —4• an ip—into—t for th* folio*lag —lag on n *—*at oeratr and 
ictrodncod kin, at another Bin—* to an individual knows to kin — "Fat—.* 
Chssbsam said 1 m MsossiJMd Shis isms ss tos f am str triiiiirir of th» fuaisriiii 
CcsSMNilsS MNisisniaa^ %! ilowt 1 (laknitiol sSs ls& also mM IshslL issMarsiis 
oarticl— on Co*——$** — dor t— —i of d f»—* B» —• tcCfcd Igr f*— that 
Ba —add not an a ooorlnr lot— hla —A *Jrtt»r* —til In moai—d f—tlaar 
1—tr—tlona* lor tin —xt too or than— ****** —til a&roKl—t*!? 19??# B» 

—a «i«dd «oarl«r and tdia —« Ills sol* onetqfsilon. B* —yai*d la o—narlsg 
—lop— sad a— saps Ints—n drthmr and f*Mr la B— Me City, la r*lst*d 

ShsS h» aa tsif 1—ianMd ssk ikottt Shs HsHtin of Sksss is m& fl i y t f tosy 

their r—idane— other than that Ihtar lit*d ion — a ur a In ffoodsld** land lalamd> 
—dor %h* nan* of silvm*. tha—ar* statad S» this iatamrl— that —at of his 
kmrl—ga of the —dargre—& and Snasl— cowl— sotlrlti— —s daritad from 
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<Q C<t)T*Vm*ttQQM mX%m fiSCXmkuBC mm Twtmt Wm w*Qmmm HTJi XJPXfMUJf WXlfcll AUK iul 

offcaa talfcad afees* ttMtfr mttvltla* xattear ftraaly* la tfe* iataraia* I* 
iMiTrtlriiii tte (XPtl rauafrctioc* of J^rter* Ift 3L935* M* oav r ii a * iwrfcitd’fcliNii 
anil ant Imp mm %*8A Tagr mar Uaat J*a aouiA «t *a a oomaretlag liafc 
liittf iit HmN^ ixx Vf»;hli>(foflt §#A TilBitTf in JMftt Tortc Citgr ju& 4 ; la 

*4dit 'Sm to &Js scoria? mtiaitiaa, 3*a maid *S*e nth m ft mrfc of Morala 
off ioar* title* wm -httiVn an* indoctrlcat ft a talks to t}» Ht—iiintit s ro w 
iMHi *y Koro 3» Washington. Based 190 ft tki* m*l&mm% frm Tatar, cftaftbsrs 
Imnnmo iiOfjfti.ltvliitf. wltk 1^1 CxM0M&lfl& lii Withlnttori So M&felQCMMl 

that Tatar himaXf attended acea of rndwaroMod matloga 1ft Ifeafeiagtoa 
vJmb h* fslt too < row » mated ft p#» talk «r yofoiioft oyooiftl imtrmttos* 

iOMs4i2ui §(jtti tiwrtioultt* tdKjbliO« 


tmiiwhi>i» aii tl» aeJor portion of the infotofttloo osotitlnoft in this 

japT^FWP TtrT^l WfPWWF w pp«W’ia i "">-TT-r " ,,p ft ip 11 p 110 u 

intonriow ralotoa to data furaiahad to Chmtbwu by Aleattwdoa* Stsrans, taoim to 
ftl» ft* Tatar, dstafiad mtmmmm me* not ItoJftg Mt eat Is tbl# oootioR tut 

jfcyif OCIitAllMNl, ift t)u| iXidiTldlMtL yyltii<j(f UsO irtHrlOttV 1 Tl^i IyI a0CX't< , lO9MHl 

as iwgeolnaftoa? sot fortfe Is ttio a«»»r«o^m. 

it C») mrz!®i<mim ogggcrsB 


s i» laioatlftfttl^ of ^l**oaSE«p Stowoft, towt 1900 t&o Choafcoro lntsr- 

Ti«* «to?o # oontlftoot^ It tolsg sot«4 that Sfttnw ms ftlroadr Idoatlflod me 
Stoimui* 


Butrlsg Dkk oosrso of tftls sidpsofmieit Isfostigattscs, Stoma* m furtluKr 
itootiflod vitk os isdioldael oto# dorlag the lottef jftft of 19^5 «a& 19*^? «od 
esrlgr I9t? # wm o* 9 logr«d at cmseanist Boacty tmdgmrlms a* atom MlUor. 

Iftrlsg th* ootante of tl» isoostlsS^^co# it mm dotonalnod that 
Stats ZftpaarUwst fils* ooatslasd lafermtlon Indicfttiag that as ladlvlduia Ijr 
tlao mm of laador £o<aratala 3 mMI taws iaamd ft S* i* jaaojort for traml to 
Cmmaft Wmm sad Saglaed os Ocrtc>Nr 8# 1951. *M» fergaay ma act aiaeefarod 
tmUl ft Biamm Jtymk vlomd tBa a^act** $2kotop^ in Urn stats Separt se nt 
film os fans 1916,. aod reeogniaad Socaratais as talas idmtfaal »itk Maxandtr 
Stsrem, £3 t!«s of tb* laps* of aay alftLatioft of paaaporfc mplfttlooa 
ooulft be txxrrad bj the Statata of Ll*ltfttlo««. (100-l6%?55-2ac) 

ib*3 
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tin g ift !mw ty 1*, 19*7# S* * m w wr i wlw be tie Assistant Attorney 
Gm«nl *. &« Ceadla *01 report* concerning AE aaa atag Staveae, l a o l ndi ag 
thee# reflecting investigation of the subject under Ms varies* aliases, 
w« fomarded to the Crttdaal Division. (100-lS**55~199 e»* 200) 

Parthar report* relating to the Jto »c4i r Stereo* i^arairtigetlan 
rare forwarded to Assistant Attorney Cfcaarel T, I,. Caudle on March 21# 19*?*, 
pursuant to his regaeet, including report* cat related !aNNrtl#Kt!fln»« 

(100-i8*25?~*C*) 

A prosecutive mmm ry report dated lubraery 1?# 19*7» ww forwarded 
to the Division of Record* of the ^epartaent as Unroll 2*, 19*7 « (100-18*255-198) 

Ott Oepteeiber 18, 19 * 7 # a nwnry iwenran&ua vee furnished to the 
Zmlgrotioa end FaturelStation Service end « copy of the prosecutive wawaary 
report, of the ICe* Tr-rfc Office dated febmxy 17# 19*7# a** included. (100-18*255-2*5) 

la a soaoreodim dated September 26# 19*?, abide eu* forwarded on 
Septeifcer 27# 19*7, * mmrnxy m tbi* subject w tramttlttsd to the Attorney 
General reflecting Steven*’ activities, including r efS re aeaa to the passport 
fraud of 19*1 end his aiian status. (100-18*855-***) 

On Septenfcer 50, 19*7, the Attorney General telephoned tbe Director 
and eatpreased bia appreciation for tbia sweorandya on Steves* and stated be 
tbrow#t subject could be deported, although the Statate of limitation* beared 
action on the passport fraud* (100-18*255*^*1) 

It ia to be noted that the aeaoresdw to tbe Attorney Central con¬ 
tained a aweary of tbe allegation* received ifca* IShiitaker Chaahera concerning 

It ia further to be noted 

that tbe ataauay report of Pebroery 17* 19*7# which **» forwarded to tbe Division, 
of Record* and to tbe ImigreiSoa and Satwelisaticn Senlae,ooeteined inforsatlon 
famisbed by Vfeittafcer Cheafcera, set out under a confidential informant ayafcol, 
indicating Stevens, voder tbe nase of Petsra, «a being tbe bead of the ftamnSst 
underground wa veae nt In tbe Doited State* prior to 1957- 

Alexaadar Steven* ves arraated by tbe DaBlgrati^n end lataraliaation 
Service on a deportation varrent at Paebablll, Tsm Tor5s, on October 8, 19*7- He 
wt later anfteased on $5000 bail. (100-18*255-230) 
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yo* sre «mrw# th* Warn* Cc«aitte* m tfc-Arerioea Aotiritie* 
tom 1mm in contact with IBS in the inter!*, endeavoring to ofctftin Infer* 
nation m to Stevens* whereabout* in order that they could nm ft subpoena 
for III* appearance before tbe Cc*«itte#. Shis natter «h referred by 2SS 
to the Crininal mxttotm of the Depertnent. 

Tom Washington *Wnre-»«ftld* fur Augeet 23* 19*$# reflected that 
Steven* would b# served with a subpoena by th« House Tto~Mmxlw& Activities 
Ccredttee, If present at the scheduled deportation beering which mm hold 
m August 30, 1$*8, 

She Washington *Wnre-a«el** for August 31# 19*®# revin&ei that 
Stevens appeared ftt the IBS hearing co August JO, 19*8, «&& ww eervsd with ft subpoena 
to app e a r before a beer In# of the goose CmUttm m Va-JNmrlcw Activities to ho 
held la Sw Xcaefe «o Aqgret 30, 1$48. According to the article, Stevens appeared 
hot declined to career fusstione on the ground* that to do no alghi incriminate 
him. M eWbe ra of the Boree CoreHtee snoownoed that Stereos sight bs chsrgsd 
with conteapfc of congress for refusing to anrear $«*stiass» 

In addition to the distribution aeda of the chamber* inf creation 
re Alexander Stevens, with Silases, epaclfically in connection with Mo case, 
the fottfWHng distribution of suaisrXwb containing infcreetion concernis* 

Alexander Steves, with &llsa J, Peters, either as ft asperate section of the 
report or inai&entel to the write-up* on certain ne*ed individuals, we® rede, 
fhis inforretion. In all cases, included the data concerning Stevens which was 
received from Mhlttsher Chsahers and in certain cases was specifically attributed 
to Charters, by nans* 

(1) Susttsry entitled “Soviet Espionage in the ttolted States* 

dated woreftber 27* 19*5; 

(2) tommy entitled “Soviet sayionsg* In the tteited States* 

dated Seceefeer 12, 19b3j 

(3| Sa ww ay entitled *tteasrgreu»4 Steviet *hpiere®» Orgea Nation 
<mCTD) in Agencies of the E. Govswiftsnt* dated February SI, 2$A6; 

(h) Streamy entitled “the CctainUm Apparatus* dated March 3, lpb6| 
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0} OiiW i ry *ntitlo4 "Soriet JtotlvitSM in th* tfoitod State*" 
IftM JftOy 25 , 19fc£; 

< <$) tommmry *ntitl*4 IMNymnl Soviet I*yicc*e* Qr**ni«tiac 
(SKTD) 3a Agtneitf of th* tr. S. CtotWOMBt* 4at#4 October 2i, 19fc6. 

Caplet of turneries X through 6 v*r« ftnralabed to tip* Wilt* Haas* 
•aft tfa* Attorney CeoeareX. 

Copiet of SaaMurios 1 throat % *&& 6 ter# fwraltbed to the 
Mat* Jteperteaent* 

Copie* of svemariet X tbrofegb 4 unarm faredsfeed to tint b**y Depart- 

amt. 


Copies of tusaeriet 2 and 5 ant iwalthed to tb* tour JDeperlaeant, 
Cophtw cf auaawgrioft 2, 5 «ud ** wr* famiaM to tfe* 35reaturjr 

Itopiort*eiit. 

A oopy of turnery 3 was fera ltbei to tbs Stats*! IateXlipjeno# Group* 
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TASS HEWS J&mQt 


IHVjjSSTI&ATIOjsii VUlQR TO CHAMBBHS’ AELig&ATIOHS 


The Tass Hews Agency is the official news agency of the Soviet 
Government and was registered on January 6, 1938, with the Attorney General 
under the foreign Agents Registration Act. The Hew lork Bureau of Tass was 
created in 1925 succeeding the Hew fork Bureau of Hosta which had been 
established about January 1923. (100-183386-217 p. 1) 

An investigation to ascertain if Tass employees were acting outside , 
the scope of their authority was initiated on April 25, 1941. (100-183886-X)^.' j 

However, prior to 1941 investigations were conducted on individuals ' 
employed by the Tass Hews Agency and in this connection an investigation was 
conducted concerning the activities of Kenneth Durant, Manager of Tass until 
1944. (65-2299-11) ^ 

In this connection it is to be noted that in 1939 it was alleged by 
Mr. frank If. Bartholomew, Vice-president of the United press, San francisco, 
California, that Durant was an espionage agent on behalf of the Soviet 
Government. (65-2299-5)^^ 

The investigation of Tass revealed that the majority of American 
employees had Communist Party backgrounds and some of the,employees had been 
in contact with suspected Soviet agents. (65-2299) 


bhittcker Chambers advised on hay 13, I9n2, that there wus an OGPU 
organization during the period of time when he was associated with the Com¬ 
munist Party and that he presumed that there was also such an organization 
at the time of the interview. He advised that he did not know the identity 
of the head of such an organization but suspected that it was connected with 
the Amtorg Trading Corporation and the Tass newspaper. (100-25824-22 p. 2) 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tanm 

Mr. Clegg_] 

Mr. Glavln._ 

Mr. Ladd 1 

Ur. Nichol s 

Mr, Rosen_ 

Mr. Tr acy 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Moh r _ 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tarn 

Tele. Room_' 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


ii. (3) maagiflATioa' coiotcieb 

Instant file fails to reflect specific investigation of Tass as a 
result of the Chambers' interview. It is noted that Chambers only speculated 
that Tass was being used as a cover for Espionage. Similar allegations had 
been previously received and instant investigation was instituted in 1941 to 
determine if Tass employees were acting outside the scope of their authority. 
“-Chambers» speculative allegations did not add to the Bureau’s knowledge of the 
itess Hews Agency. (65-2239)^^ 
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ALEXANDER IEQ TMCHTErJBERG 


I. IKVESTIGATIUIJ KICK 10 OiiAluBEFS * ALLhGATIOHS 

As is well known, Alexander Trachtenberg is one of the foremost 
figures in the Communist Party movement in the United States. Information 
concerning his Communist activities, as reported in connection with the 
investigation of the movement, is contained in the Bureau files dating hack 
as early as 1920. 

In view of the voluminous information available to the Bureau 
as reported in investigations of this individual^ for purposes of brevity 
the following short summary concerning Trachtenberg is being set forth. 

Trachtenberg was born November 23, 1885, at Odessa, Russia) 
entered the United States, August, 1906j attended Trinity College and Tale 
University) was naturalized at hew Haven, February 28, 1914? and for the 
most part has resided in or around Hew Xork, New York. He is presently 
General Manager of the International Publishers Company, Inc.., New York 
City, which for many years has published the majority of the Marxist literature 
in the United States. He has occupied numerous high positions in the Com¬ 
munist Party in the United States and reportedly was a member of the National 
Control Commission of the Party since its early days. Trachtenberg himself 
has admitted trips to Europe and Russia on numerous occasions since the 
early l920*s, allegedly for the promotion of his publishing business. He 

W'JO *1 >*AAAV\4', , | A /MAa’1 P/swm— ht A |JaM^*** P^w, ■io—.i vv 

d. wU.Jl,; «-»- w WA.AtM.J- u vWiJiiAtAi- Uj. WUiwiwUiiAw w A »ju. H U* wtilU 

Ciitlow, former General Secretary of the Communist Party in the United States, 
who broke with the Party, testified in 1939 before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities that the publishing firm of Trachtenberg was taken 
over by the Communist International, He further stated that Trachtenberg 
was among the persons cooperating with Russian OGPU agents in the United 
States. 


Also in October, 1939, Maurice L, Malkin, a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party from 1919 to 1936, testified in hearings before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities that Trachtenberg was a member of the 
Central Control Commission of the Communist Party in the United States; that 
in Russia the Central Control ComiS3ion members are part of the CGPU? that 
in every country members of such Commission send its agents to gather in¬ 
formation which they forward to the Soviet Union; and that Anna Louise 
Strop;, a member of the Russian Communist Party and a member of the OGPU 
for years, usually reported to Trachtenberg, Trachtenberg still figures 
prominently in the affairs of the Communist Party in the United States and 
is still the subject of continuing investigation by the Bureau. (Summary 
prosecutive report 61-2115-341) 


L. -.uodiroysmor 
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Of further interest concerning Trachtenberg are the results of 
investigation by the Bureau in connection with the T.ed 'ray Intelligence 
ling exposed in Canada by the statements of Igor Gouzenko, which investi¬ 
gation reflected close association between Trachtenberg and Sara Carr 
prior to the breaking of this case both in the United States and at the Third 
National Assembly of the Communist Tarty of Cuba which was held from .January 
24 to 23* 1946, (Summary memorandum dated September 3, 1946, entitled “Soviet 
Activities in the United States. 1T \ 

II. (A) CiftKBEBS* AILEQRTIO.S ON Ml 13, 1942 

; Chambers when interviewed by Bureau Agents on the above date, 
in discussing activities of the OGPU in the United States, indicated that 
some of the OGPU parallels have for their purposes the guidance of the Party 
so that it fallows the Moscow line. He stated that these agents are in close 
touch with the Central Control Commission of the Party* He stated that Charles 
l&rba, the head of the Central Control Commission for years, and Alexander 
Trachtenberg, also a member for many years, operated under the National 
Minorities which are duplicated in Russia and he. Chambers, had always heard 
that Birba was connected with the OGPU. (100-25324-22) ' 

H. (B) IA73STIGATI0U COPOUOTSD 


It does not appear that this information as such was acted 
upon with reference to Trachtenberg, it being noted, however, that these 
data had already been received in more specific fora and were the subject of 
investigation based upon previous allegations. It. will further be noted 
that these allegations concerning Trachtenberg were made at the hearings of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1939 as set forth in the 
summary above. 


HI. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLhMTIOIS III Ph X,: HVHS OBTAIAb In UJUB, 1943 

The Berle notes obtaiued on the above date contained the fol l ow i ng 
reference to Alexander Trachtenberg* 


Alexander Trachtenberg - Politburo - 
Member of the Exec. Committee 
Head of GPU in U. S. 

Plorks with Peters - 


HI. (B) II,v cSIIGATIOi; coivyjcrjp 

It does not appear that any specific investigation -.fas conducted 
based upon -t£e reference to Trachtenberg in the Berle notes* However the same 
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observation as previously set forth applies to this information and 
was known to the hew lork Office where Trachtenberg was the subject of a 
continu.ng and vigorous investigation. 

IV. CitiUlhSivS » ALI^omuI.b Oil IftT 10. 1945 

Me reference was made to Trachtenberg bv Chambers In tho inter¬ 
view conducted on the above date. 

It is to be uooed that reports concerning Trachtenberg, including 
a prosecutive summary dated March 22, 1947, (61-2115-341) have been furnished 
to the ItLvision of Records of the Department of Justice, 
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JJIUS:! '.ELLICE (EABIUI) 




no:: w crv 


■ c* 9 

*. k 


AtoLnvriuii 


No investigation was made of YJadloigh prior to 1942. 

II. (a) cai.,-kfis« alllgaiesuis on mat 13 , 1942 

Yadleigh. was not .mentioned by name- by Chambers in the inter¬ 
view conducted by Bureau Agents on the above date. 


^however, in reviewing the results of the 1942 interview, together 
with the Berle notes received by the Bureau in 1943 (s^e below), it mil be 
noted that in the 1942 interview Chambers advised that there was another 
individual, whose nano he did not recall, connected with the underground 
nu7e.ueut who nao in the Trade Agreement Section of the State Cepartment and 
was sent to Turkey to negotiate a trade agreement. This individual was a 
protege of -id Minster of the Department of Agriculture.) 


H, (B) • li.VBSTIGATIOil COkiLCIEU 


The files of the Bureau fail to reflect that any investigation 
was conducted based upon information furnished concerning this unknown 
individual. 


III. (A) 


r* t 

V 1 . * AW SrT 


AI.L'1’TI0;5 COIffiAX; D Ih EZJZ 


C3T.M. 


l u Jo 


Ox 


l r 43 


Contained in the notes, wnicu were received in June, 1943s 

and were based upon information furnished by Chambers in 1339, there is 

a notation of an individual by the namo of lYadley or Ladleighj 

•• State 

Post - Editorship, Foreign Service Journal 
has in Alexandria Unit of C? - in 
•Underground Apparatus * - 
Duggan - Laurence - (Member CP??) 

it'? 

* 

0 adleigh) Ladley - Trade Agreement Section 
Lovell - » « u 

Communist Shop Group 

Elinor Nol3on - Laurence Duggan - Julien Ladleigh - 
best European Div*n - Field - still in - 
(Levine says he is out went into i.S.O# 

Then in Committee for Repatriation 
His leader was I!edda Gompertz.* 


.\‘Cu sol. 


. -V- 

I 
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Viihile in is not entirely clear from the notes as to the exact 
allegation made by Chambers concerning Ytedleigh or Y.adley, it -would 
appear that he was an alleged member of the Communist group in the 
State Department. 

(103-2582U-27) 


III (B) IMV. .ST33Smoi: CoiiDUCTtX) 


It does not appear that any investigation was conducted of 
Y<adleigh based upon the Berle notes at the ti. e of their receipt. 

However, in connection with the Cogog investigation {Communist Political 
Association jovernment Group), a letter was sent to the Washington 
iriela Office on May it, 19h$ directing that a separate investigation of the 
reported secret Communist Government Group be opened. At this time the 
Washington Field office was infomed of the allegations made in the 
Chambers* interview of 19k2 concerning the existence of a Communist 
underground in the Government and at the same time furnished a co y of 
the Berle notes, 

(100-3-65-1) 

A review of the Bureau files indicates that one Julian V.adleigh 
and his wife yariam at Ij019 - 18th Street, U, Washington, D. C. and 
later X2U Quincy street, rheyy Chase, I aryland, were subscribers to 
Socialist party publications. 

( 61 - 626-198 * 1 , y 2l t 

100-20255-1) 

Bureau files also indicate that on f ay 27, 19h3 a highly 
confidential source advised that Julian hauley (phonetic) of the State 
Department apparently was associated in a I! ear pool'* with (Hoyt) 
haddock of the CIO Maritime Committee in «esnington, D. C. 

(103-203-266-7513) 

By letter dated Parch 11, 19i*b, the Washington Field. Office 
advised that pursuant to the instructions of the Bureau of December 2, 
19h7, to review the files of the Cogog case to determine tlv; most 
prominent members of the Communist underground group, a review had 
been made and 131 names were submitted to the Civil Service Commission 
to ascertain if they were ever employed or are still employed by the 
Government. As a result of this check of Civil Service records, there vas 
forwarded to the Bureau on the previously men tinned date a list of persons 
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previously reported in connection »&th the Cogog investigation who were 
reportedly still employed in the Government. Included in this list was 
tne name of Julias Hadleigh, a transferee from F.E.A. to the State 
uepartment* (100-3-65-941) 

Tf r> foregoing named dual.® may be identical with the 

person name d in the Berio noi.es. 

vi, (a) oiaafcs&s* on my iq> 1945 

In L.he interview of Chambers Conducted by Bureau Agents on the 
above date. Chambers did not specifically refer to an individual by the 
name of v;adleigh or Wadley* 


174 


Kisseloff-26293 









i. jmmmsjm prior to cmms 1 aukgatiohs 

Vh.: first investigation by the federal Bureau of Investigation 
of Harold ..arc was an investigation conducted in 1921 which reflected 
that on December 27, 1921 the National Convention of the Workers Party 
of America held In New York City, elected Harold fare as an alternate 
member of the ijxecutive Committee of that organization. At the same 
convention on January 12, 1922, Bare was appointed as agrarian organizer 
of the workers party of America. On February 9, 1922, he was appointed 
as business manager of the “Worker.” 

(61-23-66, 89 

61 - 228 - 38 ) 

Ware sailed for Russia on the SS "Latvia 1 ' on Lay 10, 1922. 

He was accompanied by bis wife, Chris, and Ware was taking tractors to 
Russia and reporteoly was to represent the Communist Party of ijaerica 
in Russia on the agrarian question. 

( 61 - 2 * 1 * 3 - 98 ) 

In November of 1922 the friends of Soviet Russia received a 
com.:unication from Lenin lauding the work of the United States tractor 
group in the Ukraine headed by Harold Rare. Lenin stated that he was 
suggesting that the group farm be used as a model for all Russia. 

( 01 - 181 - 216 ) 

On June 22, 1923, Harold Rr.re sailed for Russia on the £5 
»„estpbalia" giving as his address 1223 United Trust Building, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He had United States passport Ho. 160968. He reportedly 
was eo be the delegate of the United Farmers * ducational League of ' erth 
Dakota to the All-nussian Agricultural 1 deposition in ' oscow. It was 
reported that on August 28, 1923, officials of the Communist Party were 
contemplating sending a message to '.are on board the SS "Sestphalia" 
informing him that his wife was dead. 

(61-23121*3 

61-3937-2 

61-167-1930) 


According to an informant, on ITovodber 2l*, 1923 information had 
I" ibeen received by the Communist Tarty from Harold R. ..are to the effect 

—ithat the subject Government had granted a concession of 27,000 acres of 
hoSf rs ——’agricultural land on the Lonetz River, Ukrain. Bare had agreed to 

Vr! Tracy_ 

Mi. Kuan__ 

Mr. Burnea_, 

Mr. Karoo_ 

Mr. Voft r _ » 

Mr* Penr.ingtorT 

•>. 1 -I nvum. 


Kisseloff-26294 


Tele, hoorr._~ 

Mr. ::easc_ 

Mins ,andy_ 


175 










develop this land -with American agricultural equipment -which was to go 
to Russia before February l£, 192lp. 

(61-23-269 p. 19) 

Cn July 17, 192k, hare sailed for hussia representing the * 

Ukrainian A ami and .machinery Corporation which had been formed in the 
United states to develop agricultural land for the Soviet Government, 
hare as managing director of this corporation was to sign, the final 
contract with the Soviet Government* 

(61-223-296 

In 1929 «are reportedly made another trip to Moscow, accompanied 
bj nxs second wife, Jessica bmiih, who later carried John Abt. He organized a 
Russian-Acierican State Farm in the Caucasus and was later ona of the 
organizers and Assistant Director of **Verblud. !l 

(Biographical Sketch of 
Jessica Smith in files of 
Soviet Russia ’.Today) 
(61-5331-2071) 


The investigation also reflected that Harold bare was the son of 
11a Reeve Bloor by her first husband, Lucien hare. 21a Reeve floor is 
a famous figure in the Cffiaauiist party, USA# reportedly living with .arl 
Browder in the early days of the movement. It was also reported that 
Harold .arc* was a graduate fro., an agricultural college and had been 
active during War Rorld I in large scale fanning activity. According to 
infer..alien received in 19lj.l, Harold ..'art- with the aid of Jay Roves tone 
in l^'O and later with the support of Foster and Browder was in charge 
of an agricuibi/ivl Oommunist hesearch bureau in ..ashington, L. 0. that 
had for its purpose the preparing of Ccrruniet Party material for 
dissemiu. lion among farmers. 


b7D 


lUl-JAJ-b 1 /) 


Ii:o hearing of the Special Coiiuittuo on Un-Aierieon Activities, 
I t use of Representatives, 77th Congress, First Session, reports the 
teotr ,ouy of Hr. J, D. Latthews to the effect that Lai ..arc was employed 
by the Department of Pgrictil luro until 1935 when he was killed by a 
street car in Lasidngton. It ’night be noted ax> this point that a report 
from another informant reflects that ho was killed in a.* dutc.^bilc crash 
near Harrisburg, 'ennsylvania in 1935* According to the files of the 
Public gelations division of the otropolitan olico, iial ;.ar- was at one 
tiuio ; cuia font .jaoaorch lirector for guru research, Incorporated, 
dashingtan, D. C» 

( 101 - 11 * 2 - 6 , 16 ) 
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a. <A) 

Whittaker Chambers stated that when he became associated with 
the underground movement of the Comramist Party# they sent him to Washing-* 
ton to assist Harold Ware# who was associated with the son of Mother Bloor 
(Carl Reeve) to develop the very fertile field which was Washington# D, C« 
in the early and middle days of the Hew Beal. Chambers stated that War# 
had been a courier prior to this time who had carried -American currency 
from Russia to the United states for investment here* Chamber# stated 
that the underground work in Washington was ostensibly in the farm field 
and that they established underground quarter# in the violin studios of 
Ware*# sister# located above a florist shop on Connecticut Avenue and 
Dupont Circle. 

He stated that they began to organise the men In the New Beal 
and to make such individual# a pert of the underground organisation of 
the Communist Party. 

Further identifying hi# position in this movement# Whittaker 
Chambers advised that he was the assistant to Ware who was the organiser 
end that he# Chambers# was kind of a morale officer inasmuch a# the 
recruits had to be guided in the Party*# policies at all time#. 

n. (s) 

No active investigation of Harold »are was instituted at this 
time inasmuch as he was known lu be dead. An investigation at thfc violin 
studio of Helen ?i#ve was instituted on February 5# 1943# which reflected that 
she had maintained a studio in 1932 at 1501 Connecticut Avenue# N. T*« # 
Washington# D. 0. (10<KL2997~2 $j 100-197163-^30) 

in* (a) WM 


Hr. Berle*# note# reflected the following notation? 

’•Underground organised by the jate Harold harej 
Pressman was in his group - (1932-37?) Pressman 
then in the A*A.A.” 

XXX. (B) IN7BSYIGAXICN CONDUCtSP 

No investigation of Ware was conducted on the basis of Hr. 
Berle 1 # notes. 
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xr, (*) »el : g^tphs cit "£ io» 19US 

Chanters stated tht •'.ftcr he was recruited for underground activities 
in ’ ashington* I>. C., he was told V Voters that he would vet as a connect in., 
link between Harold ' are ’.nd Peters in dew lork -nd that he would also serve as 
sort of a norale officer, gi ing pep talks and indoctrination talks to the Co*"ru¬ 
nlet group headed by Harold h re in ' shingten* Peters o;:pl'incd th-’t “'axe ‘.ns 
the leader of a group of r.en composed of Government employees in Iiigh-saloded 
positions who were Com: uniat Party me bers, hut whose activities with the Party 
ac such h"d ceased when they were transferred tc the underground of the Communist 
Party. Chambers pointed out that 'iare*s group was composed of approximately eight 
individual ronbers nd that laosb e eryone of these members was himself a leader 
of another underground unit operatic;' in 1 ashington vhieh consisted of from six 
to eight members $ fiat the ~ inhere of each of these un ergrouwl units wore not 
aware of the identity or composition nf ny of the other units. 

Chambers stated that one of the meeting places was the violin studio 
belonging to Helen hare# Harold "are ’ s sister above a florist shop on Connecticut 
Avenue and Dupont Circle. He explained that this ms more or less 1 are l s head¬ 
quarters -nd that t s members did not meet there as a group. Chambers recalled 
that after b rold n * *re died a meeting took place at which John Abt vtas elected 
as the new loader of the group. 

TV. (3) IhVbSflG'-TION COHDfiCTFD 

v.q investigation of Harold fare was conducted m a result of the above 
allegations. 

The Chambers allegations concerning II.rold u re vere included in r sum¬ 
mary of Can-uniat activities in the United States Co ern-.ent given distribution 
to the ' bite House* .State Department, the Attorney General and other agencies in 
February, 191*6* (65-561iO?-5*?3) 
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m HELEN vvAEE C APPEL, aka HELEN W/ffiE 


3:* jNgESTlGAtlCH P3ICIe TO CHAISES* ALfr CATIONS 

An Investigation of Harold ".are mas conducted in 1921 and 1922 
which reflected that Helen . are mas the daughter of Lila *meve Bloor, famous 
Communist propagandist* In 1921, Helen 'flare mas reportedly laarried but 
mas using her i&aiden nauae* One infonaant reported that she mas employed 
on the "Toiler”. Other information reflects this report may have been 
erroneous as It mas stated her only Communist activity mas to attend 
meetings mhere her mother spoke and on occasion play her violin at these 
meetings* 

(6l-*71-18j 61-167-171* 
61-440-40} 


a- (A) 

Whittaker Chambers stated that after he became associated with 
the underground movement, the Communist Party sent him domn to assist 
Harold --are, mho mas ostensibly working in Washington in the farm field. 
Chaiabers said they established underground quarters in the violin studio 
of '. are* s sister, located above a florist shop on Connecticut Avenue and 
Dupont Circle. 

II. (») INVESTICATIOH CONDUCTED 

On February 5, 1941, an investigation mas instituted to locate 
the violin studio of Helen hare at Dupont Circle, Washington, D. 0, It 
mas learned that in 1932 Helen Ware rented a studio at 1501 Connecticut 
Avenue, N* l*, Washington, D, C. It mas reported that ahe occupied this 
studio until about 1937* It mas noted that a flower shop of the «J* H. 

Small and Sons had bees located at that address under the studio since prior 
to 1932. In further verification, a search of Boyd*s District of Columbia 
Directory for 1932 gave the address of Helen Ware, a music instructor at 1501 
Connecticut Avenue, N. W* Helen i.are*s residence address in the Directories 
was given as 3264 S Street, *»* : aehington, D, C. 

An investigation at 3264 S Street in 1943 reflected that the 
entire house mas occupied by the family of C. C. Cappel and that Helen 
Ware mas the wife of C. C* Cappel* It mas determined that '‘r* Cappel 
mas a well-known orchestra leader in the Washington area but had moved 
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to Baltimore. An, investigation in Baltimore reflected that the Cappel’s 
were residing at I 6 H 4 I-’ark Avenue, Baltimore and that Hr. Gappel was 
the Business .Manager of the Baltimore Symphony irchestra. 

(100-12997-23 

100-197163-2130) 

According to an informant interviewed in 19hl*, Helen Y.are had 
been carried to on Austrian before marrying Cappel, According to this 
informant she was reported to be anti-Gommunis t._ 


100-3162B2-1) 

'ihe Chambers allegations concerning Helen Pare insofar as they 
included the location of the violin studio, w >re included in a summary 
ox Communist activities in the United States Government, which was given 
distribution to the Shite House, State Department, the Attorney General 
anu other agencies in February, 191*6. 


Ill (A) 


GMIMBFES* Alii GATIIIS TS Eii Xh HOT’S CHTAEJFO 321 JUNF. 29h3 


There is no mention of Helen , ; are in these notes. 


rv (A) CHfelJirxBt Alii GAT THUS TAT 10, 1$\& 

Hhittaker Chambers in 19i*j> advised that the violin studio 
wiiich was used as a meeting place belonged to Helen ..art:, Harold Hare's 
sister, lids studio was located above a florist shop on Connecticut 
Avenue and lupont Circle. Chambers explained tn&b this was ...ore or less 
. are's headquarters ana that the members did nob meet there as a group. 


IV (B) 33,7.--STIGATICH CChldCT-.D 

Ho additional investigation was conducteu on the basis of 
this. ir*fonaaticn* 
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(better known *ut "ilHat* 8^:?) ha t ftp-. k «J*w^ apnh- ©£ — 

£ie*ts*rt i^lw) in the ni-Jsfllc il&H&los in thu tSaitoA hair,*# }’# stated that I* 
jo* 4 -], ksfcjsa Uoinrsjc* un^er* U*< i>-«-.fe of rd^fo* 7 . 44 m he vet* an editor of the M J 2 ko*Jjeifc% 
lie ■ v ou3Ll tMi rn-3a.ll that *-«ua*o© of i-X** inf<.;.‘- i--t4cn 1,0 this contact lmt8Q&% 

> "lilsr and ’ arngoser* 


ay 


*« 


(3) X 


TUTTI . i 


?ij Xnwtati'/jAtion ^.;n ucicd haaed u®u C&aibowi* *X3jB£**tl-.ns Xiniod 

abava* ‘lemraffifoST 1 e*U«me v«-; 1 .tor entabli^d in tb« rioter 
j»Xlaeiia.* t*.at ZL<i}pt*a p na&c* to • .jroiio 3a 1X5 «nl 3530 was p. is fof hy r-Mco 
of Cagsunisfc rariy jfcal^oii-t.r'T # o k **. boon identify# ns ' clner* 


hi*. Tolson__ 

hi*. E. A. Taig a' 

Mr. vi^‘_ 

Mr. ilavl*._ 

Mr. Lada___, 

Mr. MohuX s 

Mr. hoeer._ 

V'. 'Xrac.__ 

Ms . E.*an_ _/ 

Mr. > <rr.e^_ 

?lr. Haroo_* 

Mr. \ is _ 

hi*, ih aninrto h 
yr. .”• Ta m 

T« 1 g. rfo "_ 

Mr. Kaase_ 

VI. 0 Gandy_ 
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m:m aitt, &x>'Ses* 

Witt, Nathan itkowslqr, Nathan dtkowski 


x. m -vtijAYX « ■ ■«!'. a 10 cau# <«s« *u ; sm 

Nathan Witt hat been under Investigation by the Bureau since 
January, 1941* (190-16836-2) 

He resigned his position as -Secretary of the National labor delations 
>oard on November 19# 1940. (100-16386-3# P.4) Since that time he has bean 
practicing law in Hew York City# representing many large Coaaunlat-infiltrated 
unions in ties York City. (100-16886-3-2?) 

II (a) c&ttarvas* AU.coAii- HS .oar - ay 13. 194? 

Hons. 

ix (i*) iNv^sTmYic.y ccmcrri) 

The bureau continued the investigation started in January, 1941. 

in (a) waArr . 5 » jjLLpn.yi--.ir IN :r<j,r r^rs crr>r?;*?; in juk?, 1943 

Ihe notes made by Boris at the time of his interview with rheashers 
in ^»ptei..bar, 1933 were obtained Crew ''<?rlc In June, 1943* 1th regard to Hitt, 
aerie*s m tea arg as follows* 

’’jiatban itt - Secretary of the "LBH - Mead of the underground 
group after Harold Hare.* 

On the last page of the Berio notes It is stated that ionald Hiss was 
a "Wilber of C.P. *ith Pressaaa & mtt. 1 * (100-25324-2?) 

in 0) mbiriivTiiN ccjsccyn) 

As indicated under Item I, an investigation of . itt was cewenced in 
January, 1941. Also, as indicated under Xtea III (\), Chambers* allegations 
were not obtained oy the bureau until Juno, 1343, which was approximately one and 
one-half years after tltt had resigned as beerstary of the National labor Halations 
Board and had gone to hew fork City. Chambers* allegations against ,-itt were 
& £*—ia vssiig&tad in connection with the continuing investigation of 'Itt, previously 
pA n - — s tarted, and in connection with the Gregory investigation. 


Tracy_^ 

E^ai. 1 

Humes.__ 

Barb-___ 

UoKr _ 

_ 

QuicT* 


(A) C3iU.-BJ.tS* ALbbuAriv HS ClI WAY 10, 1945 


■— During the interview with Chambers on Bay 10, 1945 by New York Agents, 

lbs named Harold Hare, Nathan itt and John Afct as the loaders of the bare Underground 

— A. a. K0SHLER/de 9/h/k$ j O b 


Kisseloff-26302 



Group with who* he, Chambers, had dealt directly. Chamber* stated that the 
weebora of the Ware Group were high-salaried Government employees who were 
Communist Party members, but that their activities with the Party had ceased 
when they were transferred to the Comsunist Party underground. Chambers 
recalled the following individuals as amber* of the war* Group* John Abt, 
lee Freeman, Henry Collins, Wathan Peri.© (later identified by Chambers as 
Victor Perlo), Charlea Aremer, also known aa Charles Krivitsky, Alger Hiss, 
Donald Hiss, Post, Nathan fitt and an unnamed nan who was described as the 
husband of Alim Hendhaau (100-25824-36) 


If (B) INVESTIGATION CX?HDCCm> 

The investigation of Witt, which was started in deanery, 1941, was 
continued into 1947* The closing report from the New fork Office is dated 
October 1, 1947. (100-16886-23) 


In addition to continuing the individual investigation on Witt, the 
information about hi* in the Berle notes, together with the information frost 
Chamber*, was furnished to the Washington Field Office in May, 1345, in connection 
with the COGOG investigation. (100-3-65-1) 


The investigation of Witt confirmed his acquaintance with Charles Kroner, 
Lee Pressman, John Abt, Victor Perlo, Alger Hiss and Alexander Stevens (I. V* 
Peters), all of who* were nested by Chamber* as members of toe War* Underground 
Group* and showed that Hit has been in oonteet with several of the most out¬ 
standing national figures in the Communist Party - U3A. {100-16886-11,21,23* 

65-56402-2586) 


During October, 1947, Vltt*s conversations with Communist contacts 
'disclosed that he had a definite knowledge of and interest in developments in 
the Gregory case, and that he admittedly w*» * "coordinator" - at least of 
information and developments on behalf of other subjects in toe Gregory case. 

(65-56402-2966) 

Investigation did not disclose that Witt is a card-carrying amber of 
the Communist Party, as an underground member, he rouid not, of course, be a 
card-carrying member. (100-16886-12 ) b7D 

However, Confidential Informant _ _advised the Washington 

Field off to* on February 3, 1that during the late suswer of 191*0 she, the 
informant, we# present at a small gathering in the apartment of Marian 3*eh**ch 
(sister of John Abt), Washington, D# C* when Ha than sitt disclosed his af-iliatio» 
with the Communist Party. (100-l6d36-2h) 


Copies of investigative reports ha^e bean furnished to the hr &y snd 
$avy intelligence agencies and to toe l>i. ieion of Records in toe lep&rtaeat. 

(ICG-16336) 
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Xa the investigation, litforsation about 

ISttt ms famished at mriow* t&HMt to tb« Attonagr General, the *Mt» Hsus# 
and other interested Covanment agencies. 
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September 5* 1948 


WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, also known as 
Jay David 'Whittaker Chambers, 
Yivian Chambers, John Kelly; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING ALGER HISS 

When Whittaker Chambers was interviewed by Bureau Agents on May 13, 
1942, he described a Communist underground movement in Washington, D. C., of 
which he had been a member for approximately four years, ending in the Spring of 
1937. Chambers declared that this group was headed by Harold Were and that a 
number of its members were Government employees. He said that one of the mem¬ 
bers of this group, which was a part of the underground organization of the Com¬ 
munist Party, was Alger Hiss. 

In the copy of the notes obtained from Adolf A. Berle, Jr., then 
Assistant Secretary of State, in June, 1943^ and which had been set down by 
Mr. Berle during an interview in 1939 with Chambers concerning this same Com¬ 
munist underground Government group) Alger Hiss was described as follows: 

”Alger Hiss 



Ass’t. to Sayre - CP - 1937 
Members of the underground Com. - Active 
Baltimore boys - 

Wife - Priscilla Hiss - Socialist - 
Early days of the lew Deal” 

When Chambers was again interviewed by Bureau Agents in May, 1945, 
he again stated that Hiss was a member of a Communist underground group headed 
by Harold Ware. He specifically stated that Hiss, while he was in the Agricul¬ 
tural Adjustment Administration, had met on several occasions with Harold Ware’s 
group and that he had usually been in attendance When meetings of this group were 
held at Henry Collins* home. He said that when Hiss went with the Senate (Nye) 
Committee investigating the munitions industry, he was segregated from the group 
and had no more official contacts with them but would meet socially with a 
number of them and was particularly close to Marian Bachrack, the sister of 
John J. Abt who, according to Chambers, was also a member of the same Communist 
group and was elected its leader upon the, death of Harold Ware. 
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Asked whether or not he believed Hiss might have broken with the 
Communist Party, Chambers stated that he had no reason to believe that he had 
"dropped out." As a reason for this belief, Chambers explained that after he. 
Chambers, had broken away from, the Communist Party, he had made a special trip 
to Hiss’ home in the Georgetown section of Washington for the purpose of talking 
Hiss into breaking away from the Party also. Chambers said that when he arrived 
there, Hiss* wife, Priscilla, was the only one present and that while Chambers 
momentarily excused himself to go to the bathroom, he observed Mrs. Hiss 
immediately go to the telephone, obviously to get in touch with Party members. 
Chambers said he immediately returned to the room and awaited the arrival of 
Alger Hiss. When Hiss came, they had dinner together at Hiss’ home. Chambers 
said that he then talked with Hiss all night in an effort to persuade him to 
leave the Party. He said that Hiss with tears streaming down his face had 
refused to break with the Communists and that he had given as his reason for 
not breaking away his loyalty to his friends and principles. 

Chambers further declared that he had endeavored to persuade piss 
to leave the Communist Party because he personally had great regard for Hiss 
and considered him an intelligent and decent young man whose better judgment 
should have led him to break with the Communist Party. Chambers pointed out 
that in his opinion one of the. strongest reasons for Hiss’ maintaining contact 
with the Communist Party was the fanatic loyalty to the Party on the part of 
his wife. 


Chambers was again interviewed specifically concerning Hiss on March 
28, 191+6, at which time he declared that he was unable to elaborate on the 
information concerning Hiss' connection with the Communist Party which he had 
furnished in 191+2 and 191+5* He stated that he had absolutely no information 
that would conclusively prove that Hiss held a membership card in the Communist 
Party or that he was an actual dues paying member of the Communist Party even 
while he was active prior to 1937. He volunteered that he knew that in 1937 
Hiss was favorably impressed with the Communist movement and was of the present 
opinion that Hiss still had the same beliefs. 

ALGER HISS INTERVIEWED IN SILVERHASTER CASE 
ON JUNE 2, 191+7 


In November, 191+3, Elizabeth Terrill Bentley indicated that Alger 
Hiss had been connected with a Soviet espionage group in Washington. As a 
result. Hiss was interviewed by Bureau agents on June 2, 191+7* On that 
occasion, he denied having any connection with the Communist Party or that 
he had engaged in any kind of espionage activity. He further stated that he 
was not acquainted "with an individual by the name of Whittaker Chambers. 
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He added that at least he could recall no one by that name as being one of his 
acquaintances. He further stated that as far as he could recall no individual 
by that name had ever visited his home on any occasion. He did acknowledge 
in a signed statement that, among others, he knew Charles Kramer, Leon Press man , 
Henry ollxns^ John J. Abt since the early 1930*s ? mentioning that he could not 
recall Perlo too well, it is noted that all of these individuals were stated 
by Chambers to have been members of the Communist underground government *roup 
m Washington of which Hiss was alleged by Chambers to have been a member! 

MO INDICATION FOUND IN BUREAU FILES 
THAT HISS KNEW CHAMBERS _ 

A search of the Bureau files has disclosed no indication that Alger 
Hiss knew J. D. Whittaker Chambers at any time prior to his admission to the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities on August 25, 19 I 48 , upon being 
confronted with Chambers that he had known Chambers but only as George Crosley 
a free lance writer, whom he had known in 1935 in Washington. 







1’5hen J. D. TJhittaker Chambers was interviewed by Bureau Agents -on 
May 10, 1945, Chambers explained that after he was assigned to work with 
Harold TTare, who was the head of a Communist underground government group, 
he came to learn the identities of its members inasmuch as he met them on 
numerous occasions* Among those he could readily recall as having attended 
group meetings were? John J. Abt, Leon Pressman, Henry H. Collins Jr., Victor 
Perlo (Chambers virst referred to him as Nathan Perlow but subsequently 

identified him as Victor Perlo), Nathan TJitt,-'post (Chambers described 

him as editor in 1939 of the State department 1 s Foreign Service Journal. 
Consequently this is believed to be Richard Howell Post who is known to have 
served in that capacity)., Charles Kramer, Donald Hiss, Alger Hiss. 

. Chambers said he recalled that Algsr Hiss while employed by the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration had, on several occasions, met with 
Harold Ware's group and that he had usually, attended the group meetings when 
they were held at Henry Collins' house. 

Chambers further mentioned that the members of the group would also 
meet, although not as a group, at the violin studio in TJashington belonging 
to Helen TTare, which was generally regarded by them to be the headquarters 
of the group leader Harold Mare. 

Chambers also said that Peter (subsequently identified as Al exander 
Stevens) frequently came to TJashington to attend meetings of the underground 
group whenever he felt the group needed a pep talk or required special 
instructions. 

’S 

Consequently, it would appear from the above information that Abt, 
Pressman, Collins, Perlo, Kramer, Post, TTitt, Donald Hiss and possibly Helen 
Ware may be able to state from personal knowledge that Alger Hiss knew whittaker* 
Chambers as a member of the Communist underground group at sometime during the 
period from 1933 to 1937 when Chambers has admitted he had worked for the 
Communist party in TJashington. (100-25824-36) 


CHAMBERS mpLOYMD BT FEDERAL G0VS3HHF»T IN 1937-38 

Chambers was interviewed in 1942 and again in 1945 concerning the 
operations of a Communist underground organization in TJashington among government 
employees. There is no reference in the Bureau's files that he mentioned on 
either of these occasions that he had been employed by the Feder al Government 
while still a member of the Communist underground group. 
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However, in testimony before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities on August 30, 1943, Chambers stated that he had worked on a 
'•boondoggling'' job in the Research Department of the Railroad Retirement 
Board at six thousand dollars per year (this was later corrected to two 
thousand dollars per year). 

' Inquiry by the Washington Field and Chicago Offices on September 1, 
1948, disclosed that Jay ?. David Chambers, who at the time gave his address 
as 3310 Auchentoraly Terrace, Baltimore, Maryland, had worked on a 1’iPA research 
project for the Railroad Retirement Board at Washington from October 18, 1937 
until January 31, 1938. Since the record of this Chambers shows he was bom 
in Philadelphia in 1901 and studied at the University of Brussels, Belgium,^ 
and had been in Germany, it is probable that he is identical with the man who, 
up until now, has been known as r 7hittaker Chambers inasmuch as this information 
corresponds with data previously known to the Bureau concerning the latter. 


BUREAU'S FILES SEARCHED FOR REFERENCES TO JAY V. DAVID CHAMBERS 

Ho previous references to Chambers have been found in the Bureau's 
files under the name of Jay V. David Chambers nor as Jay David Whittaker Chambers. 

ACTIQH TAKEN BY FBI COMCHMING CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS 

The information which follows is intended to show what allegations 
were made by Chambers when interviewed by Bureau agents on May 13, 1942, and 
May 10, 1945, concerning various individuals mentioned by him as being members 
of a Communist underground government group in Washington or connected with the 
Communist Party in other ways as will be shown below. 

Set forth below under the names of the individuals listed are the 
allegations of Chambers as outlined in the notes set down by Adolph A. Berle, 

Jr., former Assistant Secretary of State, when he interviewed Chambers in 1939 
on substantially the same material later furnished by Chambers to the FBI. A 
copy of these notes were obtained from Mr. Berle in June 1943. 

Then Chambers was interviewed in 1942 he advised that he had been a 
member of the Communist Party from 1924 until 1937 at which time he severed his 
connections with the Party. During approximately four years before his exit 
from the Party he was a member, he said, of an un^iP 1 ound movement of the Commu¬ 
nist Party in Washington, D. C. Chambers declared that his particular interest 
at the time was the organization of the Communist Party in the United States 
Government■at a time' when the "Hew Deal" was flourishing. Chambers stated that 
there was an OGPU organization during the period Then he was associated with 
the Communist Party but said that he was not directly connected with it but that 
on the contrary his real position was with the underground'movement of the 
Communist Party. He said that occasionally the underground movement would check 
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the activities and personal "behavior of an individual in whom the OGFU v/agi ■ 
interested* However, he said that thereafter.if the individual "became a - 

member of the OGFtJ he was segregated from the Party proper* Chambers advised 
that he served as an assistant to Harold Ware, the leader of the under ground 
group, members of which will be individually ref erred to below* Chambers 7 duties, 
he stated, were those of a morale officer inasmuch as recruits had to be guided 
in the Party* s policies at all times and that such was his responsibility* 

When interviewed in 1945, Chambers further explained that the underground 
organization which he said had existed in Washington had been set up for the 
purpose of enabling Communist Party members to conceal their Party activities 
in cases where the nature of their occupations required it* Chambers related 
that for several years until about 1935 he had also acted as a courier at $30 
a week between one Arthur said J* Peters who was later identified as 

Alexander Stevens* His duties in this connection consisted of carrying mes¬ 
sages, envelopes, or packages between them in Hew York City, meeting one or the 
other at pre-arranged places* He said this was done to 11 throw off* 1 any one who 
might be following* Chambers said that to avoid being distrusted, he never 
inquired as the contents of what he carried between Arther and Peters* He said 
that he did not at any time suspect that he was participating in the activities 
of a Russian espionage ring* He declared that he had no reason to believe that 
his activities in connection with the underground movement were concerned with 
other then the regular promotion of the Communist movement* He pointed out 
furthermore, that he did not at any time consider himself a Comi^ern agent or 
an agent of the OGPU. (100-25284-22, 36) 


SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS MADE BY CHAMBERS CONCERNING lEDIVinJALS MAMED BY HIM AND 
PRIOR AND SUBSEQUENT FBI INVESTIGATION 

There follow the specific allegations made by Chambers concerning the 
individuals mentioned by him as having been connected -with Communist activity* 
Also set forth are summaries of what investigations were conducted by the FBI 
before and after these individuals 1 names were brought to its attention by 
Chambers* 
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JOHN JACOB ABT 

Also known as 11 Sidney 11 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

No active investigation was being conducted by the Bureau 
concerning John Jacob Abt prior to the first allegations made by Chambers 
on May 13, 1942. 

II (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Under date: of May 14, 1942, the New York Office submitted a letter 
setting forth the results of an interview conducted with Whittaker Chambers 
the previous day. This letter revealed that Chambers made no allegations 
at that time concerning John Jacob Abt. (100-25824-22) 

n (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

There was no investigation instituted concerning Abt after the 
allegations made by Chambers on May 13, 1942, inasmuch as Chambers did not 
make any mention of Abt. However, Abt came to the attention of the Bureau 
on July 23, 1942, when Alexander Stevens, who was then being investigated 
by the Bureau, contacted Abt at his home in Jackson Heights, Long Island, 

New York. (100-236194-1, page 4) 

At about the same time that Stevens contacted Abt, it was ascertained 
that Abt and his wife, Jessica Smith Abt, were in contact with various known 
Communists in New York City. It was ascertained that Abt frequently 
associated with Roy Hudson and Robert Minor, prominent Communists in New York 
City, and it was indicated at that time that Abt had been in contact with 
Eugene Dennis. It was also ascertained that on January 28, 1943, Abt was 
in contact with John Williamson, a functionary in the Communist Party in 
New York City. During this period of time, John Abt was General Counsel for 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, CIO, in New York City. This 
information was furnished on February 4, 1947, to Mr. Theron L. Caudle, 
Assistant Attorney General, in the report of Special Agent G. Earl Jennings 
dated at New York May 9, 1944- (100-236194-6) 

III (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 



In June of 1943, Mr. A. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, 
made available to the Bureau original notes which he had made at the time 
Whittaker Chambers furnished him information in 1939 concerning the under¬ 
ground Communist group in Washington, D. C. On page one of Mr. Berle's 
notes, there is set out the following comment: 
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John Abt - following Witt in that group - 
Tax Div'n - Dep't of Justice & now 
in CIO (M. Ware 1 s widow - Jessica Smith 
Ed. Soviet Russia). 

****** 

/ 

Meeting place: John Abt's house - 15th St. 

(100-25824-27) 

III (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

As noted above, an active investigation was being conducted 
concerning Abt due to his frequent contact with prominent active Communists 
in New York City, and the information obtained from Berle's notes served as 
a substantiation of Abt's connections with individuals who had previously 
been reported by Chambers in his allegations on May 13, 1942. (100-236194-5) 

This investigation reflected that between the time the Berle notes 
were obtained and' the second allegations made by Chambers on May 10, 1945, 

Abt remained in contact with Roy Hudson, John Williamson,- Lee Pressman, 
"Mother" ELoor, Alexander Stevens, and Ann Silver, the wife of Alexander 
Stevens, all active Communists in New York City. This information was 
furnished to Mr. Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General, on February 4, 
1947. 



J-t was also determined that Abt had not been connected in any way 
with the Federal Government since November 30, 1938. Abt originally became 
connected with the Government when he served with the Department of Agriculture 
from 1933 to 1935, with the Federal Emergency Reconstruction Administration 
during 1935, with the Works Progress Administration from December, 1935, to 

1937, and with the Justice Department from 1937 to 1938. On July 16, 1938, 

Abt was transferred to the New York Office of the Department of Justice's 
Antitrust Division, where he served until his resignation on November 30, 

1938. (100-236194-6) 

Abt, during 1944, continued to be- in contact with key figures of 
the Communist Party in New York City, including Matthew and Phyllis Silverman, 
Alexander Stevens, Carl Reeve, a son of "Mother" ELoor, Alexander Trachtenberg, 
and Roy Hudson. (100-236194-22) 

This information was submitted to the Division of Records on 
October 10, 1944, in a report of -Special Agent G. Earl Jennings dated at 
New York, New York on August 2, 1944* 
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It was also ascertained at this time that Abt had married / Je| 
Smith, who was the widow of Harold Ware, who Chambers had named as head 
the underground organization in Washington, D« C. This marriage took place 
on March 14, 1937. 


. In November of 1944 it was ascertained that Abt was in contact 
with Roy Hudson, Eugene Dennis, and Bella V. Dodd, known Communists in New 
York City. This information was furnished by report dated November 16, 1944, 
to Mr. Theron L. Caudle on February 4, 1947. 

Early in 1945, Abt maintained contact with Eugene Dennis, Alexander 
Stevens, Alexander Trachtenberg, and Eugene Kisselev, USSR Consul General in 
New York City. This contact with Kisselev was made on November 29, 1944, 
at the home of Abt, and prior to Abt's departure for London, England, where 
he attended a labor conference. Immediately upon his return, Abt- was again 
in contact with Kisselev. This information was furnished to Mr. Theron L. 
Caudle on February 4, 1947, by report dated January 13, 1945. (100-236194-56) 


Investigation further reflected that Abt made a second trip to 
London for the World Trade Union Conference as a representative of the CIO, 
leaving the United States on February 5, 1945, and returning on March 3, 1945. 
Abt was in contact with Kisselev prior to and subsequent to his trip to 
London. This information was furnished to Mr. Theron L. Caudle on February 4, 
1947, by report dated March 10, 1945. 

During early 1945 Abt maintained contact with Roy Hudson and Eugene 
Dennis and was very active in the World Trade Union Conference in the United 
Nations Conference in San Francisco. It was also determined that Abt was 
in contact with Pavel Mikhailov of the USSR Consul General 1 s Office in New 
York City on April 10, 1945. This information was furnished to Mr. Theron 
L. Caudle on February 4, 1947, in a report dated May 17, 1945* 

IV (A). CHAMBERS ALLEGATIONS ON MY 10. 1945 


On May 10, 1945, Whittaker Chambers was interviewed by Bureau 
Agents of the New York Office. At that time Chambers advised that one of the 
organizations in Washington, D. C., was headed by Harold Ware, with whom he 
had been assigned to work 5 that John Abt was a member of this organization 
headed by Wares that Abt was formerly in the Agricultural Adjustment Administra¬ 
tion; Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust Division, Department of Justice; 
Counsel with the LaFollette Civil Liberties Committee; and presently Counsel 
for the CIO Political Action Committee and the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
Union. 

The New York Office advised at this time that they were conducting 
an extensive investigation converning John Abt, who is the husband of Jessica 
Smith, Editor of “Soviet Russia Today." 
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Chambers also advised that John Abt's house on 15th Street was 
one of the places used by this group for meetings. Chambers stated that 
as a courier for this group he transmitted funds between the individual 
known as Peter and Harold Ware, Nathan Witt, and John Abt, who were 
successively the leaders of this group. He advised that after Harold Ware's 
death, he recalled that a meeting had taken place, at which time he had been 
present, and at this meeting a vote had been taken in which John Abt had 
been elected leader of the group. He advised that there were about six men 
present at that meeting and that to the best of his recollection they were 
Charles Kramer, Lee Pressman, Henry Collins, Nathan Perlo, and Peter. He 
advised that this meeting took place at the home of Henry Collins, which was 
then right off Connecticut Avenue, in St. Matthew's Court, over a garage." 

I? (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Inasmuch as the Bureau was conducting an active investigation of 
Abt and this investigation reflected that Abt was in contact with several 
of the individuals mentioned by Whittaker Chambers, the allegations made by 
Chambers were used to further the investigation concerning Abt. This 
investigation reflected that after the allegations were made by Chambers 
on May 10, 1945, Abt continued contacts with Alexander Stevens, Lee Pressman, 
Eugene Dennis, Marion Bachrach, his sister, Lem Harris, Michael Quill, Nathan 
Witt, and various other lesser functionaries of the Communist Party in New 
fork City. 


Investigation further reflected that Abt was born on May 1, 1904, 
in Chicago, Illinois. He obtained a law degree from the University of 
Chicago. He married Jessica Smith, the former wife of Harold Ware, in 1937, 
at which time Jessica Smith was reportedly a secretarial employee of the 
Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C. As of September, 1945, Jessica Smith 
was the President of Soviet Russia Today publications and Editor of the 
magazine "Soviet Russia Today." It is noted that Harold Ware was the son 
of Ella Reeve Bloor. 

In October, 1945, it was ascertained that Abt was a member of an 
eleven-man CIO delegation from the United States who Were on a tour of Moscow 
for a week's visit, and the eleven-man delegation had been in attendance at 
the World Trade Union Conference at Paris. This information was furnished 
to the Division of Records on January 24, 1946, in the report of Special 
Agent G. Earl Jennings dated October 31, 1945. (100-236194-106) 

The activities of Abt and his continued association with known 
Communist Party members in New York from October, 1945, until October 22, 
1946, were furnished to the Division of Records on March 18, 1946, in the 
report of Special Agent G. Earl Jennings dated January 28, 1946; on 
February 25, 1946, in the report of Special Agent G. Earl Jennings dated 
December 12, 1945; on January 16, 1947 in the report of Special Agent 
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Bennett Willis, Jr., dated September 18, 1946j 
in the report of Special Agent Bennett Willis, 
(100-236194-112,118, 129,135) 


and on January 17, 

Jr., dated October 22, 1946. 


It should be noted that the Bureau has been conducting an active 
investigation of John Abt since July 23, 1942, not only to substantiate the 
information which was furnished by Whittaker Chambers in the Berle notes 
obtained in June, 1943, and in Chambers* allegations on May 10, 1945, but 
for the purpose of determining any espionage activities on the part of 
John Abt. 


This investigation was reported in a separate file maintained on 
Abt; however, his activities were reported in the Silvermaster case after 
November, 1945. Copies of such summary reports in the Silvermaster case 
have been furnished to the White House, the Department of Justice, and other 
Government agencies. On February 4, 1947, Mr. ‘^heron L. Caudle was furnished 
a copy of the report of Special Agent G. Earl Jennings dated May 17, 1945, 
at New York, New York, which contained the allegations made by Chambers 
against Abt on being interviewed on May 10, 1945. 
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Re: SCHLOMBR ADLER, was., 

Solomon Adler, Sol Adler, 
Schlobel Adler 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 

A review of the Bureau's indices has failed to reflect that 
there was a main file on the above-captioned individual prior to the 
time that the allegations concerning him made by Whittaker Chambers 
were received. 


II. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON HAY 13, 19U2 


Under date of May lU, 19l|2, the New York Office submitted a 
letter setting forth the results of an interview conducted with Whittaker 
Chambers the previous day. This letter revealed that Chambers made no 
allegations at that time concerning captioned individual. 


III. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLB NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 19h3 


3n June of 1?U3, Mr. A. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State 
made available to the Bureau original notes which he had made at the time 
T,7hittaker chambers furnished him information in 1939 concerning the under¬ 
ground Communist group in Washington, D. C. Page three of Mr. Berle's 
notes set forth the following comment: "Schlomer Adler (Sol Adler?), 
Counsels Office, sends immediately reports to C.P. (Gen. Counsel's 
Office)." 100-2£82l4-27 

HI. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It has been determined that at the time that Mr. Berle made 
available his notes pertaining to the information furnished by Whittaker 
Chambers, Adler was in China where he served as the American representative 
to the Chinese Currency Stabilization Board. Therefore, no investigation 
was undertaken at that time in a effort to determine Adler's activities 

and contacts. 

« 
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IV. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MY 10, 19b$ 

Under date of June 26, 19k$ } the New York Office furnished the 
Bureau -with the results of an interview with T/hittaker Chambers conducted 
by agents of the New York Office on May 10, \9k$* This letter from the 
New York Office contained the following statement on page 21: 

'•It mil be recalled that Chambers mentioned this name 
(Schlomer Adler, Sol Adler) to Assistant Secretary of State 
Berle in his conversations with him in 1939* He explained that 
Adler is definitely a Communist and was employed at that time in 
the Treasury Department. He added that he knows him to have been 
in close contact with Peter and to have made reports of a financial 
nature to peter. He stated he suspected the 'Communist Party was 
playing the stock market, and that they utilized his financial 
information in this connection." 

You will recall that the individual named above as "Peter" was 
T/hittaker Chambers' contact in New York City. Chambers advised that he 
gained the impression that Peter was the leader of the entire underground 
for the Eastern part of the country and he suspected for the whole 
country. 100-2582^-36 page 21 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 



At the time that Chambers made the above allegation concerning 
Adler on May 10, 19^5, Adler was in China where he was assigned to the 
American Embassy as the United States Treasury Attache. There is an 
indication in the file that Adler was in the united States between the 
time that the Berle notes were received and the time that Chambers made 
his statements with respect to Adler on May 10, 19i|5* There is no 
indication that Adler was investigated actively during that period he 
was probably in the United States. 

The investigation concerning Adler originally was undertaken in 
the Gregory case in view of the fact that Elizabeth T. Bentley, the 
informant, made certain allegations concerning Adler. These allegations 
of the informant were to the effect that during the latter part of 19^2 
and through the early part of 19 h 3 , mention was made by individuals 
connected with the Gregory case of Sol Adler. The informant in the 
Gregory case also related that she had seen in the Nathan G. Silvermaster 
home certain official letters written by Sol Adler frcm Chungking, China 
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to the United States Treasury Department in Washington, D. C. Gregory 
stated that presumably these official documents had found their way to 
the Silvermaster home through Harry Dexter White, an official in the 
Treasury Department and a prominent figure in the Gregory case. The 
informant reported that Silvermaster had characterized Sol Adlbr as an 
opportunist, but further indicated that he would like to place him in 
some strategic location in the United States Government. The informant 
also stated that Sol Adler was a member of the Communist Party and that 
his dues were collected by Silvermaster and turned over to the informant. 

From the time of the receipt of the allegation by Chambers on 
May 10, 191+5 and until July lit, 191+6, Adler was continuously in China- 
serving as United States Treasury Attache to the United States Embassy. 
From July lit to August 6, 191)6, Adler was in Washington, D. C., except 
for short trips he made to New York City and Boston, Massachusetts. 

During the time that he was in Washington, his activities were extensively 
investigated. Physical surveillance was maintained on Adler and the 
services of highly confidential informants were utilized. 

As a result of this investigation it was learned that Adler 
obtained a position with the National Research Project, WPA through the 
efforts of Irving Kaplan, a Gregory case subject. This investigation 
concerning Adler also revealed that he had worked on or been associated 
with the following individuals, all of whom -were subjects of the Gregory 
case: William Ludwig Ullmann, Virginius Frank Coe, Harry Dexter White, 
William Henry Taylor, Harold Glasser, Dr. Lauchlin Currie and Abraham 
George Silverman. 

Complete background information was developed during the in¬ 
vestigation of Sol Adler. Such information indicated he was born 
August 6, 1909 at Leeds, England, that he immigrated to th'e United 
States from England on February 20, 1935 and that he was naturalized 
as a citizen of the United States on September 3> 19^+0 in the District 
Court of the United States for the District of Columbia. It may be 
noted that in securing his naturalization Adler used the name of Lauchlin 
Currie, one of the Gregory case subjects as a reference. 

The investigation further revealed that Adler first became 
connected with the United States Government as an employee on February 
26, 1936. He continued this connection until September 30, 191)2. ^e 
resigned from his position with the Treasury Department on the latter 
date but was carried on annual leave until February 19, 19l+3» Upon his 
resignation Adler became the American representative to the Chinese 
Currency Stabilization Board. This latter position terminated February 
29, 19i)lj.. Adler thereupon immediately re-entered the Government service 
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in the United States Treasury Department and has continued this employ¬ 
ment to the present date. 65-56403-2450 

By letter dated March 4, 1946 a summary dated February 21» 1946 
entitled, "Soviet .Espionage Organization (HKVD) in Agencies of the U. S. 
Government"wherein the information furnished.by Whittaker Chambers about 
Adler was made available to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

In view of the fact that Adler was one of the subjects of the 
Gregory case, his background, activities and contacts were thoroughly 
developed during the investigation of this case. You will recall that 
the results attained in the Gregory case were summarized and disseminated 
to the White House, the Department of Justice and other interested 
governmental, agencies. Such results included the information developed 
pertaining to Adler. ■ 

It may be of further interest to note that a loyalty of 
Government employees investigation has been conducted concerning 
Adler. Copies of the reports prepared in this investigation were 
made available to•the Civil Service Commission. 121-4089 
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AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS t AT.T,EGATTf)TJS 

The Amtorg Trading Corporation was incorporated in the State of 
New York on May 27, 1924, and functions generally as an importer and exporter 
on the North American Continent dealing with official trusts of the USSR* 
(61-5381-3016, page 2) 

An investigation concerning instant organization was initiated in 
1939 to ascertain if Amtorg was being utilized by the Soviet Government for 
any purposes other than legitimate trade activities. The investigation was ' 
particularly directed towards discovering NKVD operations within Amtorg. 
(61-5381-3016, page 35) 

In this connection it is to be noted that Mikhail Nikolaevich Gorin, 
known espionage agent, first entered the United States in 1936 and was destined 
to Amtorg at that time. Gorin was arrested on December 12, 1938, for violation 
of the Espionage Statute and was sentenced to serve six years imprisonment and 
a $10,000 fine. The investigation reflected that Gorin had been obtaining 
information from the files of the Office of Naval Intelligence from Haf is 
Salich. (61-7574-743) « 

Gaik Badalovich Ovakimian, known espionage agent, first entered the 
United States on August 15, 1932, and was also destined to Amtorg. Ovakimian 
was arrested by Agents of the FBI on May 5, 1941, and. was charged with violation 
of the Foreign Agents Registration Act. Under an agreement with the Soviet 
Government and the United States State Department, Ovakimian was permitted to 
leave the United States for the Soviet Union. Investigation reflected that 
Ovakimian was an active Soviet agent. Continued Bureau surveillance revealed 
that he was constantly getting information from individual contacts on the 
streets. 


The State Department and the Attorney General were cognizant of the 
facts in the Gorin and Ovakimian cases and were advised of the connection of 
these Soviet espionage agents and the Amtorg Trading Corporation. (61-7574-743) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13 T 19A2 


Whittaker Chambers advised on May 13, 1942, that there was an OGPU 
organization during the period of time when he was associated with the Communist 
Party and that he presumed that there was also such an organization at the time 
of the interview. He advised he did not know the identity of the head of such 
an organization but suspects that the organization is connected with the 
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ENTLAI! 


Amtorg Trading Corporation and the Tass newspaper. He further advised that 
there was a group of Russians here studying and teaching at the Ford Plant in 
Detroit sometime during the 1930* s and that unquestionably one or more of these 
individuals were members of the OGPU. (100-25824-22, page 2) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 



Inasmuch as previous allegations had been received concerning the 
possible connection of the OGPU and the Amtorg Trading Corporation, this 
investigation continued to ascertain the identities of Soviet agents within 
Amtorg. Inasmuch as Chambers only suspected that Amtorg was being used by 
the OGPU and since the State Department and the Attorney General had previously 
been advised of the actual connection between Amtorg and the Soviet Intelligence 
System in such investigations as GORIN and OVAKIMIAN, this information was 
not furnished to the State Department and the Department of Justice. 
(61-5381-1541)^^ 

III. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLB NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 1943 
None. 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

This investigation concerning Amtorg continued in order to ascertain 
the identity of known Soviet Agents. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 10. 1945 

None., 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Instant investigation is presently in a pending status. 
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ARTHUR 


I. 


INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 






Inasmuch as no surname or identifying data other than a 
physical discription was furnished by Chambers concerning this individual, 
he could not be identified in 1945 with anyone mentioned in the Bureau files, 
and for the same reason he could not be identified at this time. 

II. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

None 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
None 

III (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 1943 
None 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None 

IV (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MY 10. 1945 

• Chambers related that around 1932, Max Bedacht told him 
there v/as a "must 11 assignment (the beginning of Chambers’ underground 
activities) and gave him over-night to think about it. At the second 
meeting with Bedacht, according to Chambers, they met a man at the 
14th Street subway station in New York City, who was introduced simply 
as ’'Arthur,” from whom Chambers was told to take orders. Arthur made an 
appointment with Chambers for the following evening, when Arthur introduced 
Chambers to J. Peters, later identified as Alexander Stevens, who outlined 
the courrier activities in which Chambers was to engage. Chambers stated 
that he saw Arthur a number of times up to about 1935, when his courrier aetivitie 
between Arthur and Peters ceased, and that he has not seen Arthur since. 

Chambers advised that he never learned Arthur’s full name or Identity. 
( 100 - 25824 - 36 ) • 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

. In July 1945, the New York Office was requested to exhibit to . 
Chambers photographs of Arthur Adams, Arthur Backrach, Ralph Bowman, Lem 
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Harris, and other logical suspects. Chambers has never been able to 
identify "Arthur 41 from, any photographs shoivn to him. 
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AZIMOV 

(phonetic) 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALTEftATTOWS 

There was no investigation of the above-captioned individual 
prior to Chambers' allegations on May 13, 1942.’ 

II (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13, 1942 

In an interview with Agents of the New York Office on May 13, 

1942, Ihittaker Chambers advised that there was a man named Azimov (phonetic) 
who was a metallurgist, who had been specializing in steel at the University 
of California. He stated that this individual was born in Russia and came 
to the United States when very young, and that he had made a discovery in 
tiie chemical side of his studies, (Chambers was told) which he turned over 
to the Russian Consul. Chambers stated that although he did not check on 
this information, Azimov reportedly became the. head of research in U.S. Steel 
in Chicago, and that he knows for sure that Azimov was definitely tied in 
with the Russian apparatus. Chambers stated that he met Azimov once. 

v 

II (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The New York Office was unable to identify Azimov, and by letter 
dated August 22, 1945, the New York Office forwarded a letter to the San 
Francisco Office, furnishing the information obtained from Whittaker Chambers 
and requesting the San Francisco Office to attempt to identify Azimov through 
records at the University of California. However, no identification of 
Azimov was ever made. (100-25824-37) 

III. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BEELE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

There were no allegations concerning Azimov in the Berle notes. 




On May 10, 1945, at the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents 
of the New York Office, he again stated that he had met Azimov (phonetic) 
in the company of Peter. He advised that Azimov was a young metallurgist 
who had been working in the laboratories of the University of California at 
Berkeley, California, and who had later been employed in the Research 
Department of U.S. Steel. Chambers advised that Azimov had been a specialist 
in mathematics of some kind and that on one occasion he had been told by 
Peter that Azimov had developed some discovery on the chemical side of his 
studies, which discovery he had offered to Peter to be transmitted to Russia. 
He stated that Peter advised Azimov to go to the Russian Consul in California 


and that the Consul had immediately accepted the discovery for transmission 
to Russia. Chambers advised that he had seeryAzhjio^ ^g^gOnce and furnished 
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the following description; 


Age 

Height 

Build 

Hair 

Marital Status 

Citizenship 

languages 


20-25 

5‘8» or 5*9** 

Slightly stooped 
Dark 

Married, two children 
Believed to be American 



Spoke perfect English and good Russian; 
had been raised in the United States 


IV (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files reflect that in view of the information previously 
furnished by Chambers concerning this subject and because no identification 
was made of Azimov previously, no further investigation was conducted in 
an effort to identify him. 
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HE: MARION BACHRACH, was 
Marion Bacharach, 
Marian Bachrach 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS» ALLEG ATIONS 


The Bureau's files concerning Marion Bachrach, which date- 
from October, 19l|0, initially indicated that in a "document" published 
in the July 12, 19U0 issue of "HI" newspaper, she was characterized 
as a member of the Communist Party, she was further reflected as 
Washington correspondent in the "News For Living" department of the 
"HI" newspaper. She was also reflected as one of the sponsors of the 
"conference on Constitutional Liberties in America" in Washington, D. C. 
June 7-9, 19U0. (100-3255-1) 

Subsequent investigation revealed that Marion Bachrach was 
Executive Secretary of the Council for Pan-American Democracy and served 
as Secretary to Vincente Lombardo Toledano, Mexican Labor Leader, who 
visited the United States. 

In. April, I 9 U 3 it was determined that Marion Bachrach was the 
sister of John Abt, the husband of Jessica Smith of "Soviet Russia 
Today," which information was made available to the Department of State, 
ONI, G—2 and the Department. (100-3255-13) 

Subject has been separated from her husband, Arthur Bachrach 
since approximately 19hl. As of 19k2 Arthur Bachrach was employed as 
an Administrator for the Farm Security Administration. (100-3255-9) 


II. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13, 19^2 


No allegations concerning Marion Bachrach were made by Whittaker 
Chambers on May 13, 19^2. 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS IN THE BERLB NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 1 9h3 


In June, 19h3, Mr. A- Berle, Assistant Secretary of state made 
available to the Bureau original notes which he had made at the time 
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Whittaker Chambers furnished him information in 1939 concerning the under¬ 
ground Communist group in Washington, D. C. Page 1 of Mr. Berle»s notes 
reflects the following: 


’•Mr. Abt - Sister: Marion Bacharach - Secretary 
Communist from Minnesota." 


(100-25824-27 p. 2) 


III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

As a result of the information furnished by Mr. Berle, no 
investigation based specifically thereon was conducted inasmuch as the 
inyestigation concerning Marion Bachrach was continuing and the fact of 
her relationship to Abt had already been determined. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

Under date of June 26, 1942, the New York Office furnished the 
results of an interview with Whittaker Chambers on May 10, 1945, on page 11 
of which Whittaker Chambers alleged that Alger Hiss was particularly 
close to John Abt's sister, Marion Bachrach. 

(100-25824-36) 


IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Since the investigation concerning Marion Bachrach has been 
continued to date, no additional investigation was instituted as a result 
of the allegation made by Whittaker Chambers on May 10, 1945. The 
allegation made by Whittaker Chambers on May 10, 1945 was incorporated 
in the report of Special Agent Chester A. Reilly dated September 15, 

1947 at New York entitled "Marion Bachrach, Internal Security - C," a 
copy of which report was furnished to the Division of Records on September 
25, 1947. 


Since January, 194-8 to the present, investigation concerning 
Marion Bachrach has included a technical surveillance of her activities. 
She was recently appointed Public Relations Director ofihe Communist 
Party, USA and is also a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Communist Party, USA. She is believed to be the liaison between the 
Communist Party, USA and the Communist Party in Latin America. 

(100-3255-67) y*\ 

investigation has further disclosed that she has been a member 
of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, the United Spanish 
Relief Committee of American Peoples Mobilization, and has also been a 
teacher at the Jefferson School of Social Science in New York City. 

(100-3255-1*2) 
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BARNES 


MRS. 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS 

None 

II. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS OR MAT 13» 1942 

In the interview with Whittaker Chambers on May 13, 1942, Chambers 
advised at that time that a house on Central park West, owned "by one of the 
female Field’s, was supposed to have heen the center of this particular under¬ 
ground movement. 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None 

HI. CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

In the copies of the Berle notes made available to the Bureau in 
June, 1943, no reference is made to Mrs. Barnes. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1943 

Under date of June 26, 1945, the New York Office furnished the 
Bureau with the results of an interview with Whittaker Chambers conducted by 
Agents of the New York Office on May 10, 1945. This letter from the New York 
Office reflected that Whittaker Chambers advised that Peters had on one occasion 
told him that Frederick Vanderbilt Field’s mother or Joseph Fels Barnes ’ mother 
had turned over her apartment on Central Park West to be used as a headquarters 
of the underground group. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Bureau files fail to reflect that any inquiries have been made 
concerning Mrs. Barnes as a result of Chambers' allegations. 
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Joseph Pels Barnes 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

Baines has been the subject of an internal security investigation 
by the Bureau since August of 1941 at which time a complaint was received by 
the New York Office that Barnes, who was then Foreign News Editor of the 
New York Herald Tribune in New York City, was formerly a Tribune correspondent 
in libs cow and was strongly suspected of being a member of the Communist Party 
and in close cooperation with the Communist Party in the United States. As a 
result of this complaint an internal security investigation was immediately 
instituted. 



On December 11, 1941, a request for an investigation of Barnes was 
received from the Office of Coordinator of Information which request was based 
upon an application that Barnes had made with that agency for a position with that 
agency. It was later discovered that he had been employed by the Office of 
Coordinator since September, 1941. 

Upon the receipt of the request for investigation by the Office of 
Coordinator of Information, this investigation was conducted in conjunction 
with the internal security investigation and in February of 1942, based on 
derogatory information previously obtained, investigation was also conducted 
under the provision of Public Law 135, 77th Congress. (Hatch Act investigation) 

This investigation failed to link Barnes with the Communist Party; 
however, considerable information concerning Barnes’ activities through Communist 
channels was developed. 

During this investigation it was ascertained that Barnes was born in 
Montclair, New Jersey, on July 21, 1907. He received an A.B. degree from Harvard 
University in 1927 and was also a student at the University of Grenoble and the 
University of London, both in England. He married Elizabeth G. Brown in 1930 
and divorced her in 1935, and in 1936 he married the former wife of Frederick 
Vanderbilt Field. 

It was determined that in 1927 and 1928 he traveled in England and 
Russia. He was employed with the Equitable Trust Company in New York City from 
1929 to 1931* In an interview with Barnes’ first wife, Elizabeth Brown, she 
advised that she and Barnes sailed for Russia in January, 1931* She and Barnes 
traveled through Russia studying and in the Fall of that year Barnes attended 
a conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations in Shanghai and returned • 
to the United States around Thanksgiving in 1931* He then did research work 
for the American Council of the Institute of Pacific Relations until the Fall 
of 1933 when he was elected Secretary of the American Council. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Barnes further advised that in 1934 she and Barnes 
made a second trip to Russia on business of the Institute of Pacific Relations. 
She advised that this was a two-months* trip and they returned to the United 
States in July, 1934. 



Mrs. Barnes further stated that after Barnes* return from Russia he 
then resigned from the Institute of Pacific Relations and then began working 
on a project for Henry luce of Time and Fortune Magazines. She advised that he 
worked on this project for several months and in the Spring of 1935 he joined 
the New York Herald Tribune as a reporter and in the early part of 1937 he was 
sent to Moscow by the Herald Tribune as a foreign correspondent. She advised 
that he remained in Moscow until 1939 when he returned for a visit home. He was 
then transferred to Berlin where he remained a short time and then returned to 
New York in late 1939 to work in the home office of the New York Herald Tribune. 


It is noted that Barnes then became Foreign Editor of the Herald 
Tribune and remained in that capacity until becoming employed with the Office of 
Coordinator of Information around September of 1941* when he became Deputy 
Director of the Overseas Branch of the Office of War Information where he remained 
until 1944* He accompanied Wendell Wilkie on his .trip to Russia and China in 
1942. His home address at .the present time is at 430 West 22nd Street, New York, 

New York, and his office is located at 230 West 41st Street, New York City. 

The investigation that was conducted by the Bureau from August, 1941, 
up until February 9* 1942, resulted in obtaining information from various 
individuals who classified Barnes as being pro-Communistj however, there were 
others who classified him as being in sympathy with Russia but not un-American a nd 
some of his associates classified him as being strictly American with no pro-Russian 
tendencies. It was ascertained that he had heavily supported the Communist 
faction in the Newspaper Guild, had been a Director of the Open Road, Incorporated, 
and to have written articles for **New Masses.** One confidential informant 
described Barnes as an individual who would like to see the United States 
Government evolve into a government more along socialistic and Communistic 
lines and of a less capitalistic nature than our present form of governmentj 
however, this informant advised that Barnes did not advocate a government in 
conformity with Marxist principles nor a change in government by revolutionary means. 

In an interview with Mrs. Ogden Reid, then the publisher of the 
New York Herald Tribune, in January of 1942, Mrs. Reid advised that Barnes was 
not a Communist, that he had never been associated with Communists or Communist- 
controlled organizations, that Barnes is an individual who thinks that this 
country in the future will continue a trend to the left. 

At the time that Barnes was interviewed by a representative of the 
Civil Service Commission, he advised that he had married Elizabeth Field, who was 
the former wife of Frederick Vanderbilt Field, on November 1, 1936. He advised 





that Frederick Vanderbilt Field was an officer of the American Peace Mobilization 
and was interested in the Friends of Soviet Russia. Barnes told the Civil Service 
Commission that he had never been a member of the Communist Party but that he was 
convinced of the need for cooperation between the Soviet Union, Great Britain 
and the United States, and that he had been sympathetic with the Spanish Loyalist 
cause, that he did not believe that the Loyalist Government in Spain was 
Communistic. 

Another confidential informant advised that Barnes always defended 
Communism and was never known to oppose any of the Communistic policies or 
beliefs in his dispatches from Moscow and he apologized for and defended the 
Soviet Government. The same informant advised that Barnes was so sympathetic 
with the Communists that he always followed the Communist Party line and this 
informant advised that Barnes would be loyal to the United States only so far 
as the United States Government's policies were continued in the interest of 
the Soviet Government. Another informant advised that Barnes was definitely 
a Communist sympathizer. 

On June 1, 1942, copies of two Hatch Act reports together with 
five reports written as the results of our investigation and containing all 
of the information in the Bureau files concerning Barnes were forwarded to 
William J. Donovan, Coordinator of Information, Washington, D. C. 

On September 11, 1942, Mr. Donovan advised that Barnes had transferred 
to the Office of War Information and as a result, copies of these seven reports 
were forwarded to Mr. Elmer Davis, Director of the Office of War Information. 

On December 18, 1942, Mr. Davis wrote the Bureau that he had received 
the copies of these reports of the investigation of Barnes and after having 
studied these reports it appeared to him that the overwhelming weight of 
evidence completely exonerated Mr. Barnes of the charges against him, that the 
Office of War Information had no reason whatsoever to doubt Mr. Barnes' loyalty 
to the United States, and that the identity of the informants giving unfavorable 
reports is in almost all cases confidential, and that he is unable to evaluate 
their evidence adequately but that he knew from his own knowledge that some 
of the statements that have been made are false and he has considerable reason 
to doubt some of the others. 

The Bureau's files reflect that Barnes became Deputy Director of the 
Office of War Information and served with that agency until 1944. (76-13677-41X3, 

41, 42, 43, 47, 49) 

In the Spring of 1948, it was announced that Barnes together with 
Bartley C. Crum had taken over the New York City newspaper "P.M." (now known as 
the New York Sun) with the support of Marshall Field, HI. 
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IX*(A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MY 13. 1942 

Under date of May 14, 1942, the New York Office submitted a letter 
setting forth the results of an interview conducted with Ylhittaker Chambers 
the previous date. This letter reflects that "Whittaker Chambers advised, 
"Although this was only hearsay, Fred Field, then a Captain in the Naval 
Intelligence, was the center of another underground apparatus.*’ According to 
"Whittaker Chambers, Field, his wife, his mother and Joseph Barnes, were the 
chief members of this apparatus. Chambers stated that he was told that a 
house on Central Park West, owned by one of the female Field’s, was supposed 
to have been the center for this particular underground movement. "Whittaker 
Chambers said that Peters, head of the Communist underground movement, had told 
him this. (100-25824-22) 

H.(B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 



There was no separate investigation instituted in connection vath 
the allegations made by Chambers on May 13, 1942, inasmuch as the Bureau was 
conducting an investigation of Barnes as the result of the complaint received 
in August of 1941. 

However, on March 27, 1943, a summary of the information appearing 
in the reports previously furnished Colonel William J. Donovan, Coordinator 
of Information, and the information obtained from Chambers on May 13, 1942, 
was prepared and on March 28, 1943, a copy was forwarded to Mr. Fred Lyon, 
State Department, and on August 23, 1943, a copy was sent to the Military 
Intelligence Service and on April 14, 1947, a copy was sent to the Central 
Intelligence Group. 


On May 13, 1943, a memorandum was sent to the Interdepartmental 
Committee on Employee Investigations containing the information furnished 
by Chambers on May 13, 1942, and enclosing seven reports previously mentioned. 
(77-13677-43, 46) 


XU* (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

A review of the Berle notes fails to reflect that Chambers furnished 
any information to Berle concerning Joseph Barnes. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 


Under date of June 26, 1945, the New York Office furnished the Bureau 
with the results of an interview with Whittaker Chambers conducted by Agents of 
the New York Office on May 10, 1945. This letter from the New York Office reflects 
that Whittaker Chambers stated that there was a marriage tie between Frederick 
Vanderbilt Field and Joseph Fels Barnes, and that Barnes had associated to some 
extent with Communist Party members but he was unable to state de fini tely that 
Barnes was or had ever been a member of the Communist Party. 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Kisseloff-26337 


Inasmuch as the allegations made by Chambers on May 10, 1945, were in 
accord with information previously developed by the Bureau, no active investigation 
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was conducted in connection with these allegations^ however, the Bureau, since 
the internal security investigation was instituted in August of 1941, continued 
to obtain information concerning Barnes. 

During February of 1944, the San Francisco Office advised that 
Professor J. Robert Oppenheimer, atomic energy scientist, named Haakon M. 

Chevalier as the individual who had contacted three employees of the Radiation 
laboratory at the University of California for restricted information on behalf 
of George Charles Eltenton, who in turn was to deliver this information to 
an official of the San Francisco Consulate of the USSR. Chevalier contacted 
Joseph Barnes in New York during February of 1944, apparently in connection 
with his efforts to secure employment in some Government agency. (100-203581-1647) 

Paul Ifessing, a former Communist espionage agent and husband of 
Hddi Massing, also a Soviet agent from 1931 to 1937, advised that he knew Barnes 
when Barnes was Moscow correspondent of the New York Herald Tribune. Bames 
seemed to have outstanding contacts in Moscow and to enjoy privileges usually 
denied the average correspondent, l&ssing stated that he saw Barnes in Moscow 
playing tennis on theNKVD courts where J&ssing himself played with Vassili 
Zubilin. (65-9940-30) 

It is noted that at the time Joseph Barnes applied for a job with the 
Foreign Economic Administration he listed as a character reference Herman Habicht. 
It is noted that Habicht was a contact of Vassili Zubilin, who was at one time 
secretary of the Russian Embassy in Washington and reportedly the head of 
personnel of thelKVD. (100-203581-3702, page 341) 

In the report of Special Agent William A. Branigan in the case 
entitled tt Gomintern Apparatus - Internal Security - R M dated August 14, 1945, 
the name and address of Joseph Barnes are set out which appeared in the 
address book of George Henri Anton Ivens along with the n a m e of Harry Freeman, 
who is a brother of Joe Freeman, a contact of Vassili Zubilin. Ivens is 
described in the report as a revolutionary Communist. It was also stated that 
during the months prior to August of 1945, Joseph Barnes had been in touch with 
Max Yergen, Louise Bransten, Joseph North and Steve Fisher, all known Communists 
and of interest in the Comrap investigation. (100-203581-4723, page 138) 

The name and address of Joseph Barnes was found in the effects of 
Ursula Wasserman, a subject in the Gregory case. (65-56402-758) 
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Rat MX BEDACHT, with aliases 
MAX BEDOCK, MX BECHT, 

JOHN MARSHALL, CHARLES MARSHALL, 
JOHN BRAUM, JOHN M. BRAUM, 

H. M. SABATH 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

A review of the Bureau file concerning Max Bedacht 
reflects that investigation of his activities was first instituted 
in the year 1919 and has been continuous to date. During the 
period 1927 to 1941, the file indicates very little investigative 
activity. Max Bedacht was born in Germany on October 13, 1883, 
came to the United States in 1908, and was naturalized in Superior 
Court of San Francisco, California, in April, 1915. In testifying 
before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities on October 16, 
1939, he stated that he had been a member of the Communist Party in 
the United States since the Party 1 s inception; that he was a member 
of the National Committee 'of the Communist Party; and that he has 
been the executive secretary of the International Workers Order (1170) 
since 1933. 

(100-18830-25) 

Bedacht has been very active in Communist Party work in 
the United States, and was reported by a confidential informant 
as having acted as an intermediary for the G. P. U. This infor¬ 
mation was distributed to ONI and G-2 under date of November 4, 

1943. 

(100-18830-19) 

Bedacht has been active in or associated with numerous 
Communist Party organizations, has contributed many articles to 
the “Daily Worker”, and is considered a Communist Party key figure. 
(100-18830-27) 

II. CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

On May 13, 1942, Vihittaker Chambers made no allegations 
concerning Max Bedacht. 

III. CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLS NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1QA3 

'The notes of Mr. A. A. Berle made available in June, 1943, 
which contained information furnished by TShittaker- Chambers to Mr. 
Berle reflected no allegations concerning Max Bedacht. 
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IV (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS OH FAY 10. 1945 


Under date of June 26, 1945, the New. York Office 
furnished the results of an interview with Tflbdttaker Chambers 
on Kay 10, 1945, on page 2 of which the following information 
was reflected: 


Tiilhittaker Chambers related that in about 1931 
he became editor of the l,: New Masses”, and about 
a year later he was called into the offices of 
Max Bedacht, the Communist Party headquarters 
in New York City. He stated that Bedacht told 
him he had a ”must” assignment which would require 
a great deal of discretion and gave him overnight 
to think it over. On the next day, IShittaker 
Chambers agreed to carry out this assignment. 

"Whittaker Chambers pointed out that at no time 
did Bedacht explain to him the nature of the work 
he was to be given, but impressed upon him its 
serious and confidential nature. On the second 
meeting with Bedacht, Whittaker Chambers was 
introduced to a man known only to him (Whittaker 
Chambers) by the name of Arthur, which introduction 
occurred in a 14th Street subway station in 
New York City. Bedacht admonished Whittaker 
Chambers to do whatever Arthur told him. It was 
Arthur who subsequently introduced Whittaker' 

Chambers to a man by the name of Peter who was 
recognized by Whittaker Chambers as a former 
treasurer of the Hungarian Communist newspaper 
”Uj Elore” (phonetic), and who had also published 
numerous articles on Communism under the name of 
♦ J. Peters 

(100-25324-36, Pages 2 and 3) 

IV (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

In view of the continuing nature of the investigation 
concerning Max Bedacht, the information furnished by "Whittaker 
Chambers concerning activity which took place in about the year 
1932 provoked no additional investigative effort. Investigations 
subsequent to May 10, 1945, reflect that according to the records 
of the United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
in the case entitled "U. S. vs. Earl Browder - "World Tourists, Inc.” 
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Max Bedacht testified that he had known Browder since 1920 
or 1921 and had seen him on the streets of Moscow in 1931 and 
1933 while he (Bedacht) was in Moscow. 

( 100 - 18830 - 28 ) 

According to a confidential informant, Bedacht was 
removed from his position of general secretary of the I. IT. 0. 
during 1947 as a result of a dispute over the National Group 
Policy of the organization. 

(100-18830-35) 

A confidential informant has advised under date of 
August 9, 1948> that Max Bedacht was unseated as a delegate to 
the state convention of the New Jersey Communist Party for the 
reason that he allegedly falsified his position in the Mercer 
County, New Jersey, convention in order to be elected a state 
convention delegate. 

(100-18830-40) 

All pertinent reports concerning Max Bedacht have 
been forwarded to the Division of Records. 

(100-18830-31) 






ALEXANDER BITTELMAN, with aliases 
Ralph V. Barnes, Uscher Bittelmacher, 
Alex Bittelman, Alexander Bittelmann, 
Alex Bittleman, Alexander Bittleman, 
Alexander Bittlemann, Nathan "William 
Kweit, Isadore Spilberg, "A.B.", 
"Ralph", "Raphael", "R", Alexander 
Raphael 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 


The Bureau’s main file concerning Alexander Bittelman, reflects that 
active investigation of his activities was begun in 1941 and has continued to 
date. 


Bitte lm an was born January 19, 1890, at Berdicher, Kiev, Russia, and 
entered the United States at the Port of New York on Januaiy 2, 1912, aboard the 
SS Vaderland. He filed a Declaration of Intention to become a United States 
citizen in 1935 , but he has taken no further action in this regard up to the 
present time. In 1943, he advised his Selective Service Board that he was not 
a citizen of any country and that he possessed Alien Registration No. 5289346. 

He has been employed as the General Secretary of the Morning Freiheit Association, 

50 East 13th Street, New York City, and has served as a member of the Editorial 
Board of "Jewish Life" and "Political Affairs". He has been active in the 
Communist Party since 1921, according to the "New York Times", and, according 
to V/illiam Z. Foster, National Chairman of the Communist Party, USA, Bittelman 
has been active in the Communist Party since 1922. He is known as one of the 
theoreticians and dialecticians of the Communist Party, has contributed 
frequently to many Communist Party publications, has been the author of numerous 
pamphlets and books setting forth the political theory of Communism, and is a 
member of the National Committee of the Communist Party, USA. (100-57691-12 and 72) 

II. CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON KAY 13, 1942 

On interview on May 13, 1942, T/hittaker Chambers made no allegations 
concerning Alexander Bittelman. 

III. CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

In June, 1943, Mr. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, made 
available to the Bureau original notes which he had made at the time Uhittaker 
Chambers furnished him information in 1939 concerning the underground Communist 
group in 7/ashington, D. C. These notes contained no allegations concerning 
Alexander Bittelman. 
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17. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS OH LAY 10, 1 9kg 


Under date of June 26, 19b$, the New York Office furnished the 
results of an interview with "Whittaker Chambers on Hay 10, 19l}5, on page tiro 
of which the following is reflected: 


Chambers related that in 1926 he was made Editor of the "Daily 
"worker", which position he held until 1929 when he broke with the Party. He 
gave as his reason for breaking with the Party that he was disgusted with the 
strong-arm tactics of the Stalinist group which came into power as a result 
of the split with Jay Lovestone. He pointed out that "Browder, Bittelman, 
and Foster in their fight to consolidate and control the Party instituted one 
of the worst minor reigns of terror . . . As a result of this he (Yhittaker 
Chambers) had resigned his Editorship and quit the Party. (lOO-2582i|-36) 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

In view of the fact that as of 1 9k$ the Bureau’s investigation 
concerning Alexander Bittelman was then extensive, the information furnished 
by YVhittaker Chambers did not constitute any contribution of information that 
had not already been obtained.. It is also noted that the information furnished 
by Chambers pertaining to Bittelman related to events which occurred in 1929 and 
did not in any way connect Bittelman with any Communist group operating within 
the Government during the time that he (Chambers) was a member of the underground, 
and in view of the fact that the information furnished by Chambers was already in 
the possession of the Bureau, no active investigation was conducted concerning 
this allegation. 


In the report of Special Agent James J. McCarthy dated December It, 19U7, 
at New York, New York, in the case entitled, "Alexander Bittelman, was; Internal 
Security -C", the information concerning the split in the Communist Party in 
1929 as appeared in the "Hew York Times" issue of July 5, 1929, and which is 
the same information furnished by Chambers, was set out. A copy of this 
report was forwarded to the Division of Records on January 6, 19l|.8, and a copy 
was sent to the Immigration and Naturalization Service on January 6, 19J+8. 

(100-57691-87) 

The subject is presently free on bond as a result of deportation 
proceedings instituted by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. Since his 
arrest by the Immigration and Naturalization Service for deportation proceedings 
on January 15, 19i|.8, considerable activities have taken place within the Communist 
Party to bar his deportation. 
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Considerable information has been obtained by the Bureau concerning 
the steps being taken by members of the Communist Party to prevent deportation 
of the subject, and this information has been furnished by the Bureau to the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service and to the Criminal Division of the 
Department of Justice* (100-57691-121* and 125) 
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RALPH BOWMAN, was 
Rudolph Blum; Ruddy Blum; 
Rudy Baker 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

She first information appearing in the Bureau’s files concerning this 
individual is a reference to Rudolph Blum. This is in letter dated April 6, 1918, 
which furnished to the U. S. Attorney in Pittsburgh a summary of Blum’s activity 
in the IWW. Blum at that time was in jail as a draft dodger for refusing to 
enter the Army. Later a search of Blum's home in January, 1920, reflected a 
membership card in the Cpmmunist Party of America. Active investigation of Bowman 
was again instituted in 1943, following the receipt of information that one "Al" 
was the head of the East Coast section of an underground Communist Espionage 
Organization. Al was subsequently identified as Ralph Bowman who had used the 
name of Rudy Baker and whose true name was Rudolph Blum. The investigation of 
Bowman thereafter reflected that he had been trained in the Lenin School from 1928 
to 1930 and had thereafter served as a Comintern Representative in the Ear East 
possibly in Korea. During the 1930's Bowman using the name of Rudy Baker was an 
important figure in the Communist Party, USA., attending National Committee meetings 
up until about 1939 at which time he apparently went underground. 100-258543-125 

Bowman's whereabouts at the present time are unknown inasmuch as in 
July of 1948 he disappeared from New York City. His wife left the United States 
from New York City on the Yugoslav Ship, SS Radnik, on August 18, 1948* She was 
going to Hungary at that time and it is surmised that she will join her husband in 
the Balkans. 100-258542-140, 149, 150 

II. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MY 13, 1942 

Chambers stated that Rudolph Baker was a Communist Party organizer in 
Michigan at one time and was once either a Comintern Agent or an OGPU Agent in 
Korea. According to Chambers, Baker was still active in Party circles in 1942. 
Chambers revealed that an investigation of Baker would probably lead to "better 
things". 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No. active investigation of Baker was conducted based on the May 13, 1942 
interview with Chambers. 

HI* (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

There is no information concerning this matter in Berle notes. 

IV.' (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

Chambers' advised that he had no knowledge of Baker's activities as an 
organizer in the New York area and that all that he knew concerning Baker was that 
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articles in liberal newspapers and magazines referred to Mm as a Communist 
Party organizer in Detroit in the late twenties. He recalled that Peters told him 
Baker had "been a Comintern Agent in Korea and made the remard "Bady Baker is in 
the business of exporting dried cuttle fish in Korea". He stated that he does 
not recall ever having seen Baker but knows Peters referred to Mm as a "little 
guy" and from this he assumed him to be small in stature. Chambers was unable to 
identify a photograph of Ealph Bowman who is known to be identical with Baker 
when it was shown to Mm. 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


While the information from Chambers was of interest concerning Bowman 
and was accurate insofar as was known from the investigation, we did not conduct 
additional investigation based on Chambers* information and we already were 
conducting an extremely active investigation of Bowman which included all of the 
ramifications of Bowman* s Communist and Espionage activity. 


* 
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EARL RUSSELL BROKER, WAS. GEORGE MORRIS, 
NICHOLAS DOZEEBERG, ALBERT HARRY RICHARDS 


I - INVESTIGATION PRIOR 10 WHITTAKER CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS. 

Browder has Been a member of the Communist Party since 1919, the 
date of the formation of the Communist Party in the USA. Extensive investi¬ 
gation has been conducted by the Bureau with regard to Brov;der*s activities 
in the Communist Party since 1921* Browder was sentenced on January 22, 1940, 
to four years in the Pederal Penitentiary and fined $2000 for unlawful use of 
a passport obtained by false statements. On May 16, 1942, the sentence was 
commuted by President Roosevelt. At the time of his incarceration and again 
after his release, Browder was Executive Secretary of the Communist Party of 
the USA. He has, on occasions, been granted personal interviews by Joseph 
Stalin. In 1945, Browder was banned from the Communist Party but recent in¬ 
formation indicates that he may be on his return to power in the Communist 
Party, USA. (40-3798-243, 525) 


II (A) - CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MY 13, 1942. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on May 
13, 1942, at which time he indicated that the OGPU operated in the United 
States under the supervision of one Charles Dirba rather than under the super¬ 
vision of Earl Browder. (100-25824-22) 

II (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

No specific investigation concerning Browder was made as a result 
of the above allegation* The active investigation of Browder continued. 
(40-3798) 

III (A) - CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BEHLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943. 

There is no reference to Browder in the Berle notes, copies of which 
were furnished the Bureau in June, 1943. 


IV (A) - CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MY 10, 1945. 

Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on 
May 10, 1945, at which time he pointed out that Browder, Bittleman, and 
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Poster, in their fight to consolidate the Party, instituted one of the worst 
minor reigns of terror that he had ever known and that as a result of the 
above. Chambers indicated that he had resigned his editorship of the Daily 
Worker and quit the Communist Party. 

He advised that Browder was sent to. the Far East and that Browder 
carried with him numerous large denomination bills. Chambers indicated that 
either in Canton or Hanking, China, Browder gathered together several well 
known Communist leaders for a convention. Chambers advised tha’o the Chinese 
Police surrounded the meeting place and arrested all of those present. 

(100-2 582I4.-36) 

IV (B) - Il'TVESTIGiiflGK CONDUCTED. 

No specific investigation was conducted with, regard to che above 
allegations. The active investigation concerning Browder was continued 
and full information pertaining to his activities in the Communist Party 
were obtained. Copies of pertinent reports in this investigation have been 
furnished to the Department of State, Office of Naval Intelligence, Intelligence 
Department of the army, and to the Division of Records. (J+0-3798) 

Information regarding Browder * s activities in the Par East already 
appeared in the Bureau^ files in more detailed form than Chambers was able 
to furnish. 
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IKS. EARL BROADER, AKA. RAISSA BROj.DER, 
RAISSA BERKMAN BROdDER, RAISSA BERKMAN, 
GLADYS BRODER, IKS. EARL RAISSA I. BRONDER 


I - INVES TIGATION PRIOR TO YiHITTAKER CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS. 



There has been no separate investigation conducted with regard to 
Mrs. Earl Browder, During the course of the investigation of her husband, 

Earl Russell Browder, considerable information has come to the attention of 
the Bureau from confidential and reliable sources indicating that Mrs. Browder 
v/as a high functionary of the Communist Party. She was observed in attendance 
at the Lenin School at Moscow, Russia in the early 1930’s. (l|.0-58735-5) 


She is said to have been a practicing attorney in Russia and to 
have held a commission in the Red Array. (39-878-8) She is alleged to have 
been a judge in Russia prior to her departure and to have been an active 
official of the Soviet Union and a member of the Communist Party in Russia, 
(39-878-1 USIS) Mrs. Browder has worked on "The Communist" at the Daily 
Viorker Building and in connection with her duties there, maintained regular 
office hours daily. She is alleged to have held numerous meetings in her 
office at the Daily vforker, at which time various instructions were issued 
which all present obeyed. It is said that Mrs, Browder does more effective 
work than her husband, Earl Browder. (100-18lj255) Mrs. Browder is known 
to have attended closed meetings of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party, USA at 35 ® a st 12th Street, New York City, She has been introduced 
at various Communist Party meetings as "Comrade Irene Browder". It was also 
alleged that the Daily Worker staff regarded Mrs. Browder as a higher authority 
than her husband. It v/as also stated that Mrs. Browder was a personal friend 
of Joseph Stalin and was actually a GPU representative. In 1938, Mrs. Browder 
had her office on the ninth floor of the Communist Party Headquarters, 35 East 
12th Street, New York City, located at the same place as the offices of the 
other Central Committee members of the Communist Party. (39-878-29) Mrs. 

Browder was a speaker at the New York State Communist Party Cnmrentinn on Mas/- b7D 
-22— 1 [In March of 1939» a confidential informant QT 


_|furnished copies of reports v/hich he had prepared relating to the 

■ Tenth Annual Convention of the Communist Party of USA. It was stated in the 
report that the Central Committee of the Communist Party made selections of 
Committee Officers. Mrs. Browder was listed therein as Secretary. (14.0-58735-1) 


II (A) - CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 191)2. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on May 
13, 19U2, at v/hich time he indicated that Earl Browder did not handle opera¬ 
tions of the OGPU in the USA, and that it v/as his understanding that Earl’s 
wife was a member of the OGPU and kept Earl straight on Party policies. 
(100-2582ii.-22) * 
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II (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. . " ' 

No specific investigation was made to prove or disprove the above 
allegations. Information available to the Bureau at that time indicated 
that Mrs. Browder was at one time a member of the OGPU and a member of the 
Communist Party. The active and extensive investigation conducted with re¬ 
gard to Mrs. Browder*s husband, Earl, revealed considerable information per¬ 
taining to Mrs. Browder and her activities in the Communist Party. 

(40-58735; 39-878; 1002278) 

III (A) - CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943. 

There is no reference to Mrs. Browder in the Berle notes, copies of 
which were made available to the Bureau in June, 1943. 


IV (A) - CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945. 

Whittaker Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New York 
Field Office on May 10, 1945, and during this interview he furnished no in¬ 
formation relative to Mrs. Browder. (100-25824-36) 


IV (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

No investigation was conducted with regard to Mrs. Browder, however, 
considerable information is being obtained from time to time in connection 
with the active investigation of her husband. Information regarding Mrs. 
Browder was disseminated to the Department of State by summary memorandum 
dated May 27, 1944, and to the Immigration and Naturalization Service by 
summary memorandum dated September 11, 1946. (40-58735-1; 40-58735) 
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MARGARET BROWDER 
Also known as 
Mrs. Harrison George 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 


The files of the Bureau reflect that information indicating that 
Margaret Browder was one of W. G. Krivitsky's assistants in Soviet intelligence 
work was obtained prior to the initial interview with Whittaker Chambers al¬ 
though no individual investigation was initiated concerning her. (65-2839-1X2) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

During the interview with Chambers on May 13, 1942, by Agents 
of the New York Office, Chambers stated that Harrison George, Browder's 
brother-in-law, might be of interest. George married Margaret Browder, 
who was one of Krivitsky's assistants in Paris. (100-25824-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files fail to reflect that any investigation was initiated 
as a result of Chambers' allegations, since no data showed she was here. 

III. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 


Margaret Browder was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Margaret Browder was not mentioned during the interview with 
Chambers on May 10, 1945* 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Investigation was initiated on March 13, 1944, on one Jean 
Montgomery, who appeared as a suspect in the Alto Case. Inasmuch as it 
was known that Jean Montgomery was an alias formerly utilized by Margaret 
Browder, an investigation was instituted to ascertain if the Jean Montgomery 
in the Alto Case was identical with Margaret Browder. It was determined 
that the two were not identical, but investigation was conducted to attempt 
to locate Margaret Browder in the United States, inasmuch as information 
had been received indicating that she had returned to this country. She 
was finally located in New York in September, 1946, at which time she was 
utilizing the name Ann Meadows. The investigation is still in a pending status 
and copies of pertinent reports were furnished to the Division of Records on 
May 7, 1948. (100-287645) 


42 


Kisseloff-26 






BOitKIS BYKOV, TTAS., BORIS BYKOV, 

BOfcHIS HERTZ, COLONEL BORRIS BYKOV, BORIS BYKOFF 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO VAEETTAKER CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS .. " " 

Halter G. Krivitsky, the former Chief of Soviet Military Intelligence 
for Tiestern Europe* indicated to the Dies Committee in 1939 that an individual by 
the name of Borris Bykov was in charge of Soviet Military Intelligence in the United 
States from 1936 to 1939* Investigation was conducted by the Bureau in an attempt 
to identify this individual, but the investigation was negative. Extensive investi¬ 
gation was conducted with regard to this individual until November, 191|6, but no 
identification was effected. (100-207685) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS MliDE ON MAY 13, 19^2. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on May 13, 
19^2, at which time he stated that Boris Bykov was alleged to be a member of the 
CGPU by General Walter G. Krivitsky. Krivitsky indicated that Bykov was his 
assistant during the time he was stationed in Italy. (100-2582ij.-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Extensive investigation was conducted by the Bureau to identify this 
individual with negative results. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 19k3» 

There is no reference to Bykov in the Berle notes, copies of which 
were furnished the Bureau in June, 19ij3« 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATION ON MAY 10, 1945* 

Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New York Field Office 
on May 10, 191*5* at which time he advised that another person whan he had met vhile 
in the company of Peter (last name unknown) was one Boris Bykov. He advised that 
General Walter G. Krivitsky later identified Bykov to him as Colonel Boris Bykoff 
who was sent to the United States to head the CGPU activities. Chambers described 
Boris Bykoff as a short, red-headed Russian. (100-2582l*-36) 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 


Extensive investigation was conducted in an attempt to identify this 
individual but same has met with negative results. Copies of pertinent investiga¬ 
tive reports relating to this investigation were furnished to the Intelligence 
Department of the Army. (100-287685“?, 8,15* 17> 19> 20,26,27) 
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SAMUEL CARP, was. 

Sam Carp, Isay Karponsky 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS 



An investigation of Samuel Carp was instituted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on July 29, 1940, on the basis of a report that Carp 
was endeavoring to send $5,000 to Russia, and that Carp had a sister who 
was married to Vyachesloff Molotov, the Soviet Foreign Minister. 

Carp was born at Yakaturra, Russia, on March 30, 1888. He 
arrived in the United States at Baltimore, Maryland, on February 16, 1911* 
and was naturalized as a United States citizen at Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
on February 7, 1917. He started business as a house painter and subsequently 
engaged in the junk business. Thereafter, he became successful in promoting 
various activities in Bridgeport, Connecticut, dealing particularly in 
gasoline, fuel oil, and real estate. He reportedly, in 1936, organized the 
Carp Export and Import Company of New York to arrange for exports to Russia 
from this country. He allegedly received instructions from the Russian 
Government to purchase battleships in the United States. He was reported to 
have spent $100,000 in an effort to secure contracts in this regard. Carp 
testified on one occasion that he had paid Scott Ferris, a former Congress¬ 
man and Democratic National Committee member from Oklahoma, $32,000 in 
Soviet funds in order to get assistance in making purchases for the Russian 
Government in the United States. Carp's attempts in this regard were fruit¬ 
less. Carp testified before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
in 1939, and before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1945, 
with considerable resixlting publicity based upon his relationship to Molotov, 
and his attempts to purchase battleships in the United States. The results 
of investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reflected in in¬ 
vestigative reports, were referred to the Criminal Division, Department of 
Justice, on September 24, 1946, with a request for instructions as to what 
further investigation was warranted. The Criminal Division replied on October 
17, 1946, to the effect that they had no specific request for any particular 
action, but that they desired to be kept advised of any new information con¬ 
cerning Carp. (100-5193-1, 42, 43, 44) 

if (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 ‘ 

No information was received from Chambers on this occasion. 

HI (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 


The copy of the original notes taken by Mr. A* A. Berle, Assistant 
Secretary of State, received by the Bureau in June of 1943, contained the 
following notations 
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"Plans for two super-battleships-secured in 1937- 
who gave- Karp-brother-in-lav; of Molotov-worlcing 
with Scott Ferris, got this released - 

"No?;: Naval Architect working on it, why?? 



"Field was original contact." 


Ill (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No additional investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, as ba'sed upon Mr. Berle’s notes. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 19A5 

Iflhittaker Chambers did not mention this individual during 

this interview. 
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ROBERT COB, T/A. 
BOB CCE 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO WHITTAKER CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS* 

None* 

II. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS MADE ON MAY 13. 1942. 

During interview with Agents of the New York Office on May 13, 1942, 
Chambers made no mention of Robert Coe. (100-25824-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

None. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943. 

The Berle notes, copies of which were furnished the Bureau in June, 

1943, refer to Bob Coe, brother of Frank Coe as being in ‘’Communist Party’s Foreign 
Bureau.” 

HI. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

None, insufficient data furnished. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945. 

Chambers advised Agents of the New York Office on May 10, 1945, that 
Robert Coe was certainly a Communist Party member and that he had seen Robert in 
association with members of the underground group. Chambers advised that it was 
his understanding that Robert belonged to one of the small units of the Washington 
Underground. (100-25824-36) 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation has been conducted with regard to this individual. 

A review of the files of the Bureau fails to reveal that Virginius Frank Coe has a 
brother by the name of Robert Coe. This file review has failed to identify the 
above referenced Robert Coe. Files of the Bureau reveal that one Charles Joseph 
Coe, with aliases Charles J. 0oe, Bob Coe, was investigated by the Bureau in 
November, 1944, at which time it was ascertained that he was the editor of “Facts 
For Farmers”, a pamphlet published by Farm Research, Incorporated, New York City. 
Information obtained during this investigation indicated that the publication “Facts 
For Farmers" followed the Communist Party line and the Farm Research, Incorporated 
was alleged to be a Communist front organization. (100-333343-3) 
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The files also reveal that as of December 2, 1942, one Bobert Coe was'^' 
Second Secretary of the Amberican Embassy stationed in London, England. It is 
not known whether either of the above two individuals is identical with Robert Coe 
mentioned by Chambers. (62-64427-449) 
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VIRGINIUS FRANK CCEE, also known as 
FRANK CCE 


I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 AIEFGATT0N3 

In October, 1940, the Advisory Commission to the Council of National 
Defense referred a list of names of their employees to this Bureau for investi¬ 
gation. No allegations were made concerning the various employees. Included 
on this list was the name Virginius Frank Coe. The Washington Field Office 
ascertained prior to investigation that Coe had resigned his position with the 
Commission and returned to his former position with the U. S. Treasury Depart¬ 
ment. No investigation was undertaken. (62-60175-2) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATION MADE ON MAY 13. 1942 

At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office 
on May 13, 1942, no mention was made of Virginius Frank Coe. 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS*. ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

The Berle notes, copies of which were furnished the Bureau in June, 
1943, refer to Frank Coe as a brother of Bob Coe who was in the "CP’s ‘Foreign 
Bureau*.*' Frank C 0 e alleged to be attending McGill University, Montreal, 
Quebec,. Canada. (100-25824-27) 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. Frank Coe alleged to be in Canada. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Chambers advised Agents of the New York Office on May 10, 1945, 
that Frank Coe and his brother, Robert Coe, had been mentioned by him to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Department of State. Chambers stated that Robert 
was certainly a Communist Party member and that he had seen Robert associate 
with members of the underground group. Chambers said he had been advised 
that Robert belonged to one of the small units of the Washington Underground. 
(100-25824-36) 
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IF. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


COST 


No investigation was conducted as a result of the above allega¬ 
tions made by Chambers. Investigation was conducted, however, in connection 
with the Gregory case, and the following is a brief summary of the informa¬ 
tion available concerning Coe. He has admitted being friendly with Lauchlin 
Currie. (65-56402-1655) During a physical surveillance conducted on Currie, 
it was ascertained that Coe had dinner with Currie on January 8, 1946. 

Currie was allegedly a member of the Silvermaster group. (65-56402-466) 
Investigation also disclosed that Coe was closely associated with Irving 
Kaplan, the Silvermasters, Harry Dexter White, George Silverman, Harry Magdoff 
Allen Rosenberg, and William Ludwig Ullman. When interviewed by Agents of the 
Bureau on May 29, 1947, he advised that he was not closely associated with 
the Silvermasters but only met them occasionaly while traveling in "Economic 
Circles". (65-56402-2530) When Coe testified before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities on August 13, 1948, he denied being a part of the 
"Silvermaster Ring". By letter dated February 25, 1946, a summary memorandum 
entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage Organization (NKVD) in Agencies of the 
United States Government" dated February 21 , 1946, wherein information was 
contained with regard to Coe, was made available to Brigadier General Harry 
H. Vaughn, Military Aide to the President. (65-56402-573) By memorandum 
dated February 23, 1946, entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage Organization 
(NKVD) in Agencies of the United States Government" dated February 21, 1946, 
the same information concerning Coe was furnished to the Attorney General. 
( 65 - 56402 - 490 ) By memorandum dated February 25, 1946, the same summary of 
information was furnished to the Secretary of the Department of the treasury. 
(65-56402-529) 
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He 


HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr 


INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 

During the winter of 1941 - 1942, the Washington Field 
Office conducted an investigation of Collins under the title "Henry H. 
Collins, Jr., Senior Exemptions Examiner, Wage and Hour Division, 
Department of Labor, Internal Security, Hatch Act", the results of 
which are briefly set forth as follows: 

The name of Henry H. Collins, Jr., was alleged to have 
been on the active indices of the American Peace 
Mobilization, the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action, and the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties. Confidential informants disclosed that 
Collins had been very active in the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action, serving as a member 
of the Executive Committee and as chairman of various 
other committeesj that he advised and urged other 
members of the Department of Labor where he was 
employed to join this organization and that he solicited 
1 and accepted contributions from them. 

An informant stated that Collins kept much Communist 
literature about his house as well as printed matter 
from the American Peace Mobilization, the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action, and the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties. He was said 
to associate with known Communists and to have signed 
a letter petitioning Governor Olson of California to 
free Samuel Adams Darcy, Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Pennsylvania. 

Collins 1 life, Suzan B. Anthony, II, was reported to 
have been prominently associated with the American Peace 
Mobilization, the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action, and the American League for Peace and Democracy, 
and was named by a Dies Committee investigator as being 
a radical. 

In a Hatch Act interview, with agents of the Washington 
Field Office, Henry Collins admitted that he was a 
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member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, 
that he attended meetings, that he served as the Chairman 
of the Committee of the Co-operatives, and that he may 
have solicited employees of the Department of Labor for 
membership in that organization. He denied that he was 
ever a member of the American peace Mobilization, of the 
Communist Party, or of any organization which advocated 
the overthrow of the Federal Government. He stated that 
he may have attended meetings of the National federation 
for Constitutional Liberties, but that he was uncertain 
as to whether or not he had been a member of this organi¬ 
zation. After this Hatch Act investigation had been 
completed and reports submitted to the Department of 
Labor, it was learned that that Department took no 
administrative action against Collins. 

(65-56403-1473) 

II. CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1943 


No information was submitted by Whittaker Chambers pertaining 
to Henry Hill Collins, Jr., during the interview conducted on May 13, 

1942, by agents of our New York Office, 

(100-25824-22) 

III. CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

No reference appeared in the notes furnished this Bureau in 
June, 1943, by Mr. A. A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, covering his 
interview with Whittaker Chambers in 1939. 

(100-25824-27) 

IV (A). CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

On May 10, 1945, agents of our New York Office interviewed 
Whittaker Chambers. During this interview, Chambers advised that he was a 
courier in. what he believed to be the Communist movement, and that around 
1935 he operated between Alexander Stevens (who was known to him as Peter) 
in New York City, and Harold Ware, leader of a group of men composed of 
Government employees in high salaried positions who were Communist Party 
members. 

Chambers explained that there were approximately eight individual 
members in the organization headed by Ware, and tha-t almost every one of 
these members was himself a leader of another underground unit operating 
in Washington, D. C., which consisted of some six to eight members; that 
the members of each of these underground units were not aware of the identity 
or composition of any of the other units. 









Chambers said that Henry Collins, at that time in the 
Forestry Department of the Department of Agriculture, was one of 
the persons who attended meetings of the Dare group. Others who 
attended these meetings were John Abt, lee Pressman, Nathan Per low, 
Charles Krivitsky with alias Charles Kramer, Alger Hiss, Donald 

Hiss,-Post, Nathan VJitt, and an unknown man who was the 

husband of Alice Kendham. Chambers advised that the Dare group 
met in various places in Washington, D. C., but that the principal 
meeting place was the apartment of Henry Collins on St. Matthews 
Court over a garage. Collins, according to Chambers, was the 
treasurer of the group and apparently collected a percentage of the 
salary of each member which was then transmitted to Peter in 
New York City. He added that Collins had some regular way of send¬ 
ing money .to New York which was unknown to Chambers, but on several 
occasions when this system had broken down, he. Chambers, was 
instructed by Collins to deliver a package which he was told contained 
money to Peter. He explained in this connection that he never at any 
time knew what was actually in any of the packages or envelopes which 
he transmitted and that he never tried to inquire as to their contents 
on the assumption that such inquiry would arouse the distrust of his 
correspondents. 

Chambers related that after Harold Dare's death, a meeting 
was held in Collins' apartment at which the latter was present for 
the purpose of electing a new leader for the group, John Abt was 
elected as the new leader at this meeting. 

(65-56402-1473) 

17(B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


At the time that Dhittaker Chambers furnished the above 
information, Henry Collins was in the Army. He had entered active 
service November 30, 1943, as a Captain. He was separated from 
service on May 6, 1946, at which time he held the rank of Major. 

During a portion of the time he was enlisted in the Army, he served 
overseas in the European Theater of Operations. 

(65-56402-1473) 

Following his separation from service, Collins took a 
position with the Department of State., In November, 1946, he was 
released from his position with the Department of State actually for 
security purposes, but ostensibly because of reduction in force. An 
investigation was undertaken of Collins immediately upon his release 
from service. Dais investigation reflected that he was a close friend 
of Alger Hiss and his wife, and of Bela and Sonia Gold, both of whom 
are subjects in the SLlvermaster Case. 

( 65 - 56402 , Serial 1673) 











£2 


The investigation, developed that Collins held Government 
positions almost continuously from 1933 until November, 1946, with 
the exception of the period during which he was an officer in the 
United States Army. 

At the present time a separate case file has been opened 
on Collins whereas the results of the investigation of his activities 
previous to March, 1948, were set forth in the Silvermaster Case file. 
This investigation is in a pending status. The information furnished by 
Whittaker Chambers concerning Henry Collins was set forth in the 
Silvermaster Case. Summaries prepared in this case have been furnished 
to the White House, the Department of Justice, and other Governmental 
agencies. Under date of March 9, 1948, the Washington Field Office 
submitted a, report setting forth a summary of all information revealed 
in the Field Office files relating to Collins and showing that the 
investigation is continuing. A copy of this report was forwarded to 
Colonel Forney, Intelligence Division, Department of the Army, on 
May 21, 1948. A copy was also furnished to the Division of Records 
on June 14, 1948. 

(101-1335-18) 
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LAUCHLIN BERNARD CURRIE 
was., Laughlin Currie 


■ 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

No investigation was conducted concerning the captioned individual 
prior to the receipt of information concerning him from VJhittaker Chambers. 

H CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 


The name of Currie was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview 
•with him by Agents of the New York Office on May 13, 1942* 

in (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

The notes of Mr. Berle of the State Department concerning his 
original interview with Chambers in September, 1939, copies of which were 
furnished the Bureau in June, 1943, reflect the following * Laughlin Currie, 
was a ‘‘Fellow Traveler" - helped various Communists - never went the whole 
my. (100-25824-27) 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files of the Bureau failed to reflect that any investigation 
was conducted on the basis of the reference to Currie in the Berle notes. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS CN MAY 10, 1945 



Currie*s name was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview 
with him by New York Agents on May 10, 1945* 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Bureau files fail to reflect that any investigation was initiated 
concerning Currie on the basis of the reference to him in the Berle notes. 
There is also no indication in the files that the information contained in 
the Berle notes concerning Currie was distributed outside of the Bureau prior 
to the interview with Elizabeth Bentley in the Gregory Case in the fall of 
1945. As a result of one information which she furnished, a letter was sent 
to Brigadier General Harry H. Vaughan, Military Aide to the President on 
November 8, 1945 advising him that a highly confidential source had furnished 
information indicating a number of persons employed in the government had 
been furnishing data and information to persons outside of the federal 
government, who were in turn transmitting this information to agents of the 
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Soviet government. A list of individuals ■who participated in this operation 
or were utilized by the principals in the ring was set out. This list 
included laughlin Currie, former administrative advisor to the late 
President Roosevelt. (61-3499-192) 

Subsequently on February 25, 1946 a memorandum dated February 21, 
1946 and captioned, '’Underground Soviet Espionage Organization (NKVD) in 
agencies of the United States Government" was furnished to General Vaughan, 
the Secretary of State and the Attorney General. This memorandum in addition 
to information received from Elizabeth Bentley, contained information in 
the Bureau files concerning Currie, including the information submitted by 
■Whittaker Chambers as contained in the Berle notes. (65-56402-573) 

No investigation of Currie has been conducted except that conducted 
in connection with the Gregory Case with which you are familiar. 
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• CHARLES Dim, m. CHARLES IAPIN 


I. - INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO IIHITTAKER CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS 

Charles Dirba first came to the attention of the Bureau in August, 
1919, at which time he was Secretary of the State Socialist Party of the State 
of Minnesota* From that time until the present, Dirba has received active 
investigation by Agents of this Bureau. Dirba signed the charter of the 
Communist Party of America on December 30, 1919, at Chicago, Illinois, as 
Executive Secretary. Dirba became a member of the Central Control Commission 
of the Communist Party, USA in 1927. He went on missions to the Soviet Union 
in 1928, 1930, 1934, 1935, and 1938. Maurice Malkin indicated to the Dies 
Committee in 1939 that Dirba was an OGPU representative in the United States 
and a member of the Central Control Commission of the Communist Party, USA. 

Jan VaLtin, author of «0ut Of The Night," in 1941 informed that Dirba was 
considered an Agent of the GPU in the United States at the time he, Valtin, 
left the Communist Party in 1937. Ben Gitlow testified before the Dies Com¬ 
mittee that it was his understanding that Dirba was an OGPU Agent. At the 
present time Dirba is active in the ordinary affairs of the Communist Party, 
having transferred his membership from New York City to Los Angeles in 1947, 
but there is no indication that he is a functionary in the Party. (61-1651-1, 
91) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 . 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office on May 
13, 1942, at which time he indicated that Charles Dirba, head of the Central 
Control Commission of the Communist Party for years, was understood by Chambers 
to be connected with the OGPU. Chambers also indicated that it was his under¬ 
standing that the OGPU operated through Dirba rather than through Browder. 
(100-25824-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 



Extensive investigation conducted with regard to Charles Dirba 
failed to definitely establish his connection with the OGPU. Various in¬ 
formants.; from time to time have indicated his connection with the OGPU. 
(61-1651-91) 

III. (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS IN BERLS NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

No reference to Dirba was found in the copy of the Berle notes 
furnished the Bureau in June, 1943* 
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Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New lork Field 
Office on May 10, 1945 > at which time no mention was made of Charles Dirba. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation indicated. The active investigation with regard 
to Charles Dirba has continued up to the present time, although his case file 
is carried in a closed status as of January 27, 1948. All pertinent informa¬ 
tion obtained by the Los Angeles Field Office is currently being furnished to 
the Bureau. Information relative to Charles LtLrba has been furnished from 
time to time in the form of investigative reports to the Division of Records* 
( 61 - 1651 ) 
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LAURENCE DUGGAN, also known ass 
Laurence Duggin, Laurence H. Duggan 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 


investigation was conducted with regard to Duggan, However, 
the Bureau files reveal the following information concerning him* His name 
appeared on the mailing list of the United American Spanish Aid Committee in 
1941* His name and address were found on the person of Joris Ivens, an active 
Com m u n i s t Party member from Berlin and Moscow* Ivens was a suspected member 
of the Soviet Secret Intelligence Service (fKVD). (100-251233-25) 

On May 6, 1942, Duggan wrote a letter to Richard Sommers, the subject 
of an extensive Espionage - G investigation by the Bureau, on the letterhead 
of Advisor of Public Relations, Department of State, in which he indicated that 
he had known Sommers for a number of years. On June 29, 1942, Sommers wrote a 
letter to Duggan which indicated that they were close friends, and thanked 
Duggan for making it possible for his wife, Olga Sommers, to come to the United 
States* Duggan was later interviewed hy representatives of the Military 
Intelligence Division of the Department of the Army, relative to this matter, 
at which time he advised these representatives that he had never heard of 
Richard Sommers* (100-251233-25) 

The name Laurence H* Duggan appeared on the letterhead of the “Open 
Road, Inc, ** as a member of the Board of Directors of that organization* 
Frederick V* Field, reported to be a Communist Party member and sponsor of many 
Communist front organizations, was listed as President of this organization, 

( 100 - 31230 - 2 ) 


II (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 

Whittaker Chambers advised Agents of the New York Office on May 13, 
1942, that Laurence Duggin, who was then Chief of the Latin-American Section 
of the Department of State, was not a Party member and was not connected with 
the Communist underground group, but was presumably with the 0GPU, because of 
his contacts with Hedda Gomperts, whom he knew to be a Communist Party member, 

(100-25824-22) 


H (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation conducted with regard to Duggan. However, an 
active investigation was conducted in order to' ascertain the activities of 
Hedda Gomperts (Hedi Massing)* 
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HI (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BEKLE MOTES OBTAINED IN JUKE, 1943 

Copies of the.Berle notes which were furnished the Bureau in June, 
1943 » indicate that Berle was advised by Chambers that there was considerable 
doubt in his mind as to whether or not Duggan was a member of the Communist 
Party* Chambers indicated that Duggan might be a member of the Communist Shop 
Group of the Department of State* (100-25824-27) 

in (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No investigation was conducted with regard to Duggan. However, the 
active investigation of Hedi Gomperts was continued during this period* It 
was ascertained that Duggan resigned from the State Department in the latter 
part of July, 1944. (65-9940-94) 

A summary memorandum of available information concerning Duggan‘s 
activities was furnished to the Department of State on September 29, 1944* 

(100-251233-25) 


IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 


Chambers advised Agents of the New York Office on May 10, 1945, that 
Duggan associated with Hedda Gomperts, whom he knew to be a Communist and that 
he suspected Duggan of at least being a fellow traveler* Chambers had no 
information indicating Communist Party membership on the part of Duggan. 

(100-25824-36) 

17 (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation was conducted. However, at the conclusion of the 
Hedi Massing investigation, she was interviewed, at which time she stated that 
to the best of her knowledge, Duggan was not a member of the Communist Party 
nor an agent of the OGPU* She stated that she had attempted to recruit Duggan 
into the Soviet Intelligence Service but had been unsuccessful* The following 
is a brief summary of other available information contained in the files of 
the Bureau concerning Duggan; 

It was reported that Duggan was friendly with Enrique de Lozada, a 
South American Communist. (100-251233-25) 

Duggan participated in a conference on »»U.S. Policy Toward Argentina, «* 
sponsored by the Council for the Pan-American Democracy on March 25, 1944* 

(100-13361-23) 
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Duggan is reported to be on friendly terms -with Frederick V. Field, 
a reported Comaunist, and to have had considerable correspondence with him* 

( 64 - 200 - 224 - 8 ) 

During another investigation it was ascertained that Duggan was 
friendly with Joseph Starobin, Foreign Editor of the Daily Worker. (65-52109-514, 

Page 41) 


The name Laurence Duggan appeared on the letterhead of the Americans 
United for World Organization, Inc* as a member of the Board of Trustees in 
July of 1945* (100-90431-19) 

Sir Bernard Pares completed a speaking tour of the Middle West in 
October of 1947, during which time he maintained that the objectives of the 
Soviet Union are peaceful, and he indicated further that there was little 
likelihood of war* Among other things. Sir Bernard also stated that the 
Russians “have a right to the Dardanelles” and, also; “They should have a chance 
at the Mediterranean. w His speaking tour was sponsored by the Institute of 
International Education, New York City, and was arranged by Laurence Duggan, 
Director of the Institute. 

(100-339928-42) 
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GERHART EISLER 

was., Edwards, Hans Berger 

Samuel Liptzen 



I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 


An investigation of Gerhart Eisler was instituted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation upon Eisler 1 s arrival in the United States on July 
13, 1%1* This investigation, which is still continuing, resulted in the 
conviction of Gerhart Eisler on August 15, 1947 in the District Court, 
District of Columbia for fraud in obtaining an exit visa (Title 22, Section 
223).* Evidence was produced at the trial based upon the investigation 
conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation proving Eisler had operated 
as a Comintern Agent in the United States under the names of Edwards and 
Hans Berger* It was also proved that he had obtained a false United States 
passport in 1934 under the name of Samuel Liptzen* Eisler was sentenced to 
one year on a contempt of Congress charge on March 24, 1948 and sentenced 
to a term of one to three years on exit visa fraud on June 27, 1947* ■ Eisler 
at the present time is on bond pending appeals in both cases* (100-32520- 
625) 

II CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Chambers did not mention Eisler during this interview* 

HI CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

Eisler is not mentioned in the Berle notes* 

IF (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Chambers furnished information on May 10, 1945 bo the effect that 
he knew that the name Edwards was an alias of Gerhart Eisler* He pointed 
out that J* Peters, his Soviet superior, was a very close friend of Eisler 
and at one time shared a summer cottage with him at an unknown location* 
Chambers stated that the many conversations he had with J. Peters, he heard 
Eisler spoken of only as Edwards and he had learned Eisler’s true identity 
from Willi Schlamm, Editor of Fortune magazine and a former Communist in 
Austria. According to Chambers, J* Peters, in discussing Edwards, always 
considered Mm very highly and stated that Edwards had fallen into disrepute 
at one time over the question of internal policies in Germany> as punishment 
for which he was sent to China as a Comintern representative in the early 
1930* s* Chamb ers also learned from J. Peters that Edwards later came to the 
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United States as a Comintern representative* Chambers stated that Eisler 
counsels the leaders of the Communist Party, U. S* A* in order to mai nta* n 
the Party line for Moscow* Chambers stated that he also understood that 
Eisler wrote for the Daily Worker under the alias of Hans Berger* 


Chambers recalled that sometime in 1936 Agnes Smedley, who had 
been an important pro-Soviet propagandist in China, returned to the United 
States and he told Peters he would like to meet her* Later Peters arranged 
idle meeting and upon seeing Chambers she stated, **I thought I was going to 
meet Edwards* 11 Chambers also recalled that William Weiner, an important 
Party functionary, was a close contact of Edwards* 


IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


(100-2J>82lr36) 


On the basis of the information from Chambers no specific 
additional investigation was conducted as there was already an extremely 
active investigation of Eislerj however. Chambers* information did substan¬ 
tiate information from other sources and proved to be accurate in so far as 
it could be verified# 
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SCOTT FERRIS 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

Information available in the files of the Bureau, indicate that Sam 
Carp, Russian-born naturalized American citizen and brother-in-law of Molotov, 
testified before the House Committee on Un-American Activities on September 18, 
1939, at which time he advised the Committee that he had engaged the services 
of Scott Perris, a former Congressman and then Democratic National Committee¬ 
man from Oklahoma, to represent him in their negotiations to purchase two U. S. 
battleships for the USSR, He indicated 'to the Committee that he had paid Scott 
Perris $32,000 for his services. (100-5193-A and 40) 

II (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON Mill 13, 1942 

At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York 
Office on May 13, 1942, no mention was made of Scott Perris. 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None indicated. 

III (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

Chambers indica,ted to Mr. A. A* Berle, the then Assistant Secretary 
of the Department of State, at the time Ur. Berio interviewed Chambers, that 
one "Karp", brother-in-law of Molotov, wa,s said to be working with Scott Perris 
to obtain plans for two super battleships in 1937. (100-25824-27) 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONIUCTED 


In view of the above known information concerning former Congress¬ 
man Perris, no investigation was deemed necessary. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office 
on May 10,. 1945, no mention was made of Scott Perris. 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


"The Current Biography" for July, 1945, indicated that Scott Perris 
was born November 3, 1877 and died June 9, 1945. It was also indicated that he 
was a former United States Congressman from Oklahoma and served as Democratic 
National Committeeman from Oklahoma for sixteen years. (94-3-4-1115-47) 
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FREDERICK VANDERBILT FIELD, ¥A. FREDERICK SPENCER 


I - INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO VfHITT AKER CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS. 


Field has been the subject of an intensive investigation by the 
Bureau since February, I 9 I+I. Considerable information has been developed 
relative to his association with various Co mmunist front and Comm unist or¬ 
ganizations. Former confidential informant [ former member b7D 

of the Communist Party, discontinued) furnished information indicating that 
Field was a member of the Communist Party and extremely active in numerous 
Communist front groups. Investigation has revealed that he is Managing Editor 
of New Masses, a writer for the Daily Worker and Political Affairs, a Director 
on the Board of Trustees of the Jefferson School of Social Science, and is 
affiliated with numerous organizations including the Committee for Democratic 
Far Eastern Policy, of which he is a Director. Field is known to make regular 
contributions to many Communist front organizations, the more prominent being 
American Youth for Democracy, Spanish Refugee Appeal, Committee for Democratic 
Far Eastern Policy, Soviet Russia Today, National Council of American Soviet 
Friendship, and American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born. Field 
attended Communist Party National Convention and Communist Political Association 
Rally, both in New York City in 191(4. Investigation in this case indicates 
that Field is presently active in his Communist front associations and activities. 

(100-2278-73, 35, 1(2, 46) 

II (A) - CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 19l(2. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the w ew York Office on May 
13, 19^2, at whioh time he indicated Frederick Vanderbilt Field, a former 
official of the Institute for Pacific Relations, was believed by him to be 
the center of a Communist underground apparatus. Chambers indicated that 
Field, his wife Edith, his mother Lila, and one Joseph Barnes were the chief 
Members of this apparatus. Chambers advised that one Peter, last name unknown 
to him, had related the above information to him. Chambers indicated that 
either Field’s wife or his mother had furnished a home on Central Park West, 

New York City, for the use of this underground movement. Chambers also in¬ 
dicated that it was his belief that Peter had recruited Field into the Com¬ 
munist Party. (100-25824-22) 

II (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

As a result of Chambers’ information, the investigation in this case 
was intensified in the early part of 1943. Information relative to Field’s 
connection with'the Communist Party was obtained as a result of the intensive 
investigation. There was no information obtained indicating that Field’s wife 
or mother were connected with the Communist Party. There was no information 
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developed indicating that Field had organized a Communist underground 
apparatus. There ms no separate investigation conducted with regard to 
Field’s wife or mother. The investigation did reveal, however, that Field’s 
mother, Mrs. Lila Vanderbilt Field, died in Lenox, Massachusetts, in 1935* 


(100-2278-35) 

III (A) - CHAMBERS ’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 



At the time Mr, A. A. Berle, the then Assistant Secretary of the 
Department of State, interviewed Chambers, no reference was made to Frederick 
Vanderbilt Field. (100-35824) 


III (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

No investigation indicated, 

IV (A) - CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945* 

i/hittaker Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New York 
Field Office on May 10, 1945, at which time he furnished virtually the same 
information as set forth above. (100-2582lj.-36) 


XV (B). - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

The active investigation of Frederick Vanderbilt Field continued 
but no information developed indicating his membership in a Communist under¬ 
ground group. Field is presently carried as a key figure by the New York 
Field u ffice and all information of a pertinent nature is promptly furnished 
to the Bureau. Copies of all reports of a pertinent nature have been forwarded 
to the Division of Records. Information relative to Field has also been 
disseminated to the Office of Naval Intelligence, Intelligence Department of 
the Army, and to the Department of State. (100-2278-18, 23, 28, 32, 35, 37, 

39, 4o) 
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MRS. FREDERICK VANDERBILT FIELD, 
AKA MRS. EDITH CEiiMBERLIK FIELD- 



I - IHVESTIGATIOH PRIOR TO WHITTAKER CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS. 


The Bureau has not conducted & separate investigation with regard 
to Mrs. Field. Through the intensive investigation conducted on her husband, 
Frederick Vanderbilt Field, very little information has been developed indicat¬ 
ing Communist activity on the part of Mrs. Field. On January 5, 1944, Frederick 
Vanderbilt Field, Max Yergan and Edith Chamberlin Field took title to the 
premises located at 23 Vest 26th Street, Mew York City. This building has, 
since its acquisition by Field, Yergan and Field, been occupied by various 
organizations including the Council on African Affairs, Council for Pan-American 
Democracy, American Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born, Institute for 
International Democracy, Hungarian American Committee for Democracy, Indonesian 
Committee, and the Voice of Fighting Spain. There has been no information 
developed indicating that Mrs. Field took part in the activities of these 
organizations. It is known, however, that Mrs. Field's home, 16 Vest 12th 
Street, Itew York City, has been used as a meeting place for prominent Com¬ 
munists for special meetings. It is also known that her husband leased an 
apartment located at 1116 Vermont Avenue, H.V., Washington, D. C., on September 
9, 1940, for the use of the American Peace Mobilization. (100-2278-35, 73) 


II (A) - CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS OH MAY 13, 1942. 

Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the Hew York Office on May 
13 , 1942 , at which time he indicated that Frederick Vanderbilt Field, his 
wife and his mother, wore the chief members of a Communist underground 
apparatus. Chambers also indicated that either Field’s wife or his mother 
furnished a home on Central Park Vest, Hew York City, for use as a headquarters 
for this underground apparatus. (100-25824.-22) 


XI (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

Ho investigation was conducted with respect to Chambers' allegations 
regarding the activities of Mrs. Edith Chamberlin Field. As pointed out above, 
however, considerable information was developed concerning Mrs. Field during 
the investigation of her husband. To date no information has been received 
indicating that Mrs. Field was a member of a Communist -underground movement. 
During the investigation of Field, it was determined that his home had been 
made available for prominent Communists in Hew York City. (100-2278-35) 
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Ill (A) - CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943. ^SJT 

At the time Mr. A. A. Berle, the then Assistant Secretary of the 
Department of State, interviewed Chambers, no reference was made to Mrs. 

Edith Chamberlin Field. (100-25824-27) 

III (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED, 

No investigation indicated. 


IV (A) - CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 . 

Whittaker Chambers was again interviewed by Agents of the New York 
Field Office on May 10, 1945, at which time he did not furnish any information 
relative to Mrs. Edith Chamberlin Field. (100-25824-36) 


IV (B) - INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 

No investigation indicated. 
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MRS. LILA VANDERBILT FIELD 


I 

I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO "WHITTAKER CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 



During the investigation^ Frederick Vanderbilt Field* it was 
ascertained that, his mother, Mrs, Lila Vanderbilt Field, died in Lenox, 
Massachusetts, in 1935. (100-2278-35) 

II (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13, 19bZ 


Chambers on May 13* 19^2 advised FBI Agents in New York City 
that Frederick Vanderbilt Field of the Institute for Pacific Relations 
was the center of another (Communist) underground apparatus. He said 
that Field, his wife, his mother and Joseph Barnes were the chief members 
of this aparatus and that he had been told that a house on Central Park 
ITest in New York City earned by one of the female Fields was supposed to 
have been the center for this particular underground movement. 

(100-2582lr22) 


II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

In view of Mrs. Field's death prior to her mention by Chambers, 
it is apparent that no investigation was indicated. 
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NOEL HAVILAND FMP 


s'*' 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

Field’s activities were first called to the Bureau’s attention in 
1926 by the Industrial Defense Association, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts, which 
furnished information reflecting that he was a member of the ’’Disloyal Fellowship 
of Youth for Peace.” It was also indicated that his mother and wife were members 
of the Red Women’s International league for Peace and Freedom. These data were 
furnished the State Department on November 23, 1926. (105-2175-X, XL) 

In 1928 Field was employed by the Department of State and continued 
this employment until approximately 1940 or 1941* (105-2175-15) 

J. B. Matthews testified before the Dies Committee on November 7, 

1938, at which time he related that* according .to his personal knowledge, Noel 
Field, who was at that time employed by the Department of State, was a member 
of the Communist Party. (105-2175-15) 

Addition information was furnished to the Department of State by 
letter dated October 29, 1940. By letter dated March 27, 1941, the Department 
of State was further advised that Field was reliably reported as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Information received July 28, 1941, indicated that the name Noel H. 
Field, 419 Fourth Street, N. ¥., Washington, D. C., appeared on the mailing list 
of Friends of the Soviet Union. (100-7045-95 x2) 

In 1941 or 1942, while in Europe, Field became a representative of the 
Unitarian Service Committee. (100.-2175-4) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MY 13. 1942 

At the time Chambers was interviewed by Agents of the New York Office 
on May 13, 1942, no mention was made of Noel Haviland Field. 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No investigation indicated. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BEREE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

At the time Mr. A. A. Berle, the then Assistant Secretary of the 
Department of State, interviewed Chambers, he was advised by Chambers that an 

G3 


Kisseloff-26378 







individual named. Field (FNU) was believed to be a member of the Communist Party* 
It was indicated that Field was employed in the Western European Section of the 
Department, of State at that time. No further identification was made of 
this individual at that time. However, he has since been identified by Dr. 

Paul Wilhelm Massing and his wife, Hedi, as Noel Haviland Field. 

(100-25824-27 

105-2175-X,X1,X2,15) 


III. (B)' INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation conducted* 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Field's name was not mentioned during the interview with Chambers 
on May 10, 1945. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation was conducted with regard to this individual at that 
time, as he was out of the United States. In November, 1947 an active investi¬ 
gation was undertaken on the basis of other data to the effect he was an 
espionage agent. 

On March 3> 1948, a 15-page summary memorandum containing information 
available in the Bureau's files concerning Field was furnished to the Central 
Intelligence Agency. This memorandum reflects that Field, who has for some 
years been employed in Europe by the Unitarian Service Committee in the direction 
of their reflief program, was employed by the Department of State from 1928 until 
about 1940 or 1941. Field's pro-Communist activities were reflected in this 
memorandum. Considerable information was also furnished concerning him as 
obtained from Hedi Massing, who indicated that after leaving the Department of 
State, Field had worked with the league of Nations and that he had been used as 
a Soviet agent. (105-2175-X,X1,X2, 15) 


TO 
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CHARLES SIDNEY FLATO 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 


A Special Inquiry investigation was initiated on December 31, 1941, 
concerning Flato at the request of the Office for Emergency Management. 

Copies of reports reflecting the results of the investigation were furnished 
to the OEM during the first four months of 1942, the last report being 
furnished on April 14, 1942. The investigation reflected that one informant 
stated that Flato joined the Communist Party in Boston in 1934, but had since 
changed his views and was regarded as a Socialist. However, he was not 
known to have renounced his affiliation with the Communist Party. The 
investigation also reflected employment in a Communist Party book store in 
Boston .in 1934. On April 24, 1943, a three-page summary of the results of 
the Special Inquiry investigation was furnished to Captain W. D. Puleston, 
Secretary, Office of the Board of Economic Warfare, pursuant to the request 
of that organization on April 6 , 1943. 

A Hatch Act investigation was initiated on October 25, 1944, when 
it was ascertained that Flato was employed by the Office of Economic Warfare-. 
This investigation was closed on February 14, 1945. This investigation 
disclosed the same information as had previously been obtained in the Special 
Inquiry. The file does not reflect that any distribution of the results 
of this investigation was made until April 12, 1948, at which time a copy 
of the report was submitted to the Division of Records. It is noted that 
a s umm ary of the information in the Bureau files had previously been 
furnished to the Board of Economic Warfare on April 24, 1943. 

During the investigation of the Gregory Case, it was reflected 
that Flato was in contact with numerous subjects of the Gregory Case. An 
Internal Security case was initiated concerning him in December, 1947. 

This investigation reflects that Flato is no longer connected with the 
Government. (77-14177) 

II. CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Chambers did not refer to Flato or to an individual of the same 
description as Flato during the interview of May 13, 1942, 'by: Agents of 
the New York Office. 

III. CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS IN EERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE.' 1943 

Flato was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 
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During the interview with Chambers by New York Agents on May 10, \ 
1945, Chambers, while discussing an individual by the name Of Post, whom, 
he identified as Editor of the Foreign Service Journal in 1939, indicated 
that he had gone to Post's home in Alexandria, Virginia, at which time he 
was accompanied by a little hunchback who was then employed on a WPA 
Writer's Project in Washington, which was headed by Henry Alsberg. Chambers' 
purpose in going to Pest's home was to address a small unit meeting of the 
Communist underground, of which Post was the leader. (100-25824-36) 

IV (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Tiles of the Bureau fail to reflect that any spe cific investigation 
has been conducted concerning Chambers' allegation. It is noted, however, 
that his description of the person who accompanied him to this meeting fits 
the description of Charles Sidney Tiato very closely, and it is believed the 
individuals are identical. As noted above, Fla to was the subject of an 
investigation prior to Chambers' allegations. 
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13&A G FOLKOFF, with aliases 
Sam Falcoff, Sam Falconvitch, 

Isaac Falclonoff, "Volkov, 11 "Kalkoff,» 
"Dad," “Old Man" 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 

Active investigation of Isaac Folkoff, with aliases, was initiated 
at San Francisco, California, following receipt of a complaint on November 
13, 1940, indicating that Folkoff was one of the leading Communists in San 
Francisco and was believed to be closely connected with financial affairs 
of the Communist Party* (100-19248-1) 

This investigation indicated that Folkoff, of Russian origin, a 
naturalized United States citizen, was the proprietor of an embroidery and 
pleating company in San Francisco; was active in Communist Party affairs; 
and was constantly supplying amounts of money to Party members and officials. 
Inquiry showed hj m to be in close association with Uilliam Schneiderman, 
California State Secretary of the Communist Party. (100-19248-1) 

On October 16, 1941, a dossier was forwarded to the Special 
Defense Unit of the Department of Justice outlining available information 
concerning Folkoff. (100-19248-6) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 

Chambers, when interviewed on the above date by Bureau Agents, 
advised that an individual by the name of "Volkov" (phonetic) was said to 
have' been in charge of the Underground on the West Coast with Headquarters in 
San Francisco, and that this individual's daughter was supposed to have been 
a courier between Moscow' and the United States. (100-25824-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


By letter dated July 6, 1942, the Bureau advised the San Francisco 
Office of the information furnished by Chambers and indicated that the 
individual referred to by Chambers would appear to be identical with Isaac 
Folkoff, the subject of the then pending investigation by the San Francisco 
Office. The San Francisco Office was instructed to conduct a vigorous and 
continuous investigation concerning this matter in view of the allegations 
received from Chambers. (100-19248-17) 

By report dated January 4, 1943, San Francisco submitted infor¬ 
mation concerning Folkoff indicating that he was running a successful 
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business in San Francisco and that he was then a member of the Executive 
Committee of a local section of the Communist Party. Available sources 
reported that Folkoff was a financial agent for the Party and was believed 
to have received regularly funds dispatched from the Soviet Union by special 
couriers. Sources reported that Folkoff continued to be closely affiliated 
with financial affairs of the Party in both collecting and supplying money 
in the conduct of Communist affairs. Folkoff was reported by another source 
to have made a trip to the Soviet Union in 1935 ♦ (This report was furnished 
to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice and is noted to have 
contained the substance of Chambers* allegations.) (10019248-49) 



The following reference was contained in the Berle notes obtained on 
the' above-indicated date: 

ICFest Coast - Head: “The Old Man** - Volkov is 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
courier. He knows the liiTest Coast - 
underground - Residence: San Ffancisco 
or Oakland - (10025824-27) 

IH, (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It does not appear from the Bureau files that the information 
contained in the Berle notes was forwarded to the Field at this time. It 
is to be noted, however, that this information is practically identical 
with that previously furnished to the San Francisco Office, 

The investigation of Isaac Folkoff was continuing in the Field 
and reflected that Folkoff in 1943 occupied the position of Communist Party 
auditor for the 13th District at San Francisco. Information was developed 
concerning the possible identity of a Russian agent who reportedly brought 
money to Folkoff from the Soviet Union in 1932. (100-19248-80) A check of 

State Department records in Washington, D. C., verified the fact that Folkoff 
had made a trip in 1935 to Europe, allegedly to Latvia. These records also 
indicated that Folkoff was born January 10, 1881, in Latvia (then Russia); 
arrived in the United States in January, 1904; and was naturalized at 
Brooklyn, New York, on April 9, 1912, (100-19248-82-) At San Francisco it 

was determined that Folkoff, in addition to his previously described activities, 
had become an instructor in social theory at the Communist Party sponsored 
Tom Mooney Labor School. His close association with top functionaries con¬ 
tinued. (100-19248-88) 
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Information developed at San Francisco in February, 1944* indicated 
that in addition to prominent Communist contacts, Folkoff was maintaining 
connections with Soviet representatives at the San Francisco Soviet Consulate, 
including Gregori Kheifets. (100-19248-102) The reported contact with 
Kheifets continued during June of 1944* (100-19248-111^^^ 

During the latter part of 1944 and early 1945 > information was 
received that Folkoff was a charter member of the Communist Party in the 
United States and had been active in Communist affairs since 1919, There 
was no indication of further contacts with Soviet Consular officials follow¬ 
ing the departure of Kheifets in July, 1944# However, Folkoff continued 
regular contacts with an individual^associated with the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission and was known*to have had confidential conversations 
with Stirling Hayden of the U. S. Marine Corps then assigned to OSS. The 
informant reported that Folkoff had been the individual instrumental in 
interesting Hayden in Communism, (100-19248-13 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MX 10, 1945^^ ' 


When interviewed by Bureau Agents on the above date Chambers 
stated that he had also met a man by the name of Volkov (phonetic) who 
was referred to by Peter (Alexander Stevens) as the "Old Man. M He added 
that Peter had mentioned him many times as the leader of the Underground on 
the West Coast and pointed out that he had been located somewhere near San 
Francisco. Chambers added that Walkoff (as indicated in the text of New 
York letter of June 26, 1945 , reflecting the results of the interview) 
gave the impression of being a very efficient businessman and he believed 
that he had conducted some kind of a successful business in the neighborhood 
of San Francisco. A story which he had been told by someone whose identity 
he could not recall was to the effect that ITalkoff had sold all of his 
possessions and interests in the United States at one time and had gone 
to Russia for the purpose of living there but that he had been so disgusted 
with Russian living conditions that he had returned to the United States 
as soon as he could. Chambers described Walkoff as follows: 


Age 

Height 

Build 

Characteristics 


Upper 50's in the 1930‘s 
5» 6“ 

Slim 

Good natured, joking, very smooth 
in conversation. (100-25824-36) 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Following the 1945 interview as reflected above the Bureau by 
letter dated July 10, 1945 » instructed the New York Office to recontact 
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Chambers regarding “Volkov” or “TfiTalkof f “ (phonetic), indicating that this 
individual was believed to be identical with Isaac Folk off, the subject of _ 
a pending San Francisco investigation* New York was advised to exhibit 
a photograph of Folkoff to Chambers for positive identification purposes. 

(100-25824-36) 

The New York Office by letter dated August 21, 1945, furnished a 
copy of the results of the Chambers interview of May 10, 1945, to the San 
Francisco Office for their information in connection with the Folkoff in¬ 
vestigation and requested photographs of Folkoff from San Francisco for 
purposes of exhibition to Chambers, preferably photographs available of 
Folkoff taken during the early or middle 1930’s* It does not appear from the 
Bureau files that such photographs were ever identified by Chambers. (100-25824-37) 


Investigation of Folkoff was continuing and it was determined on 
June 12, 1945, that Folkoff met vdth Stepan Apresian, Soviet Vice Consul 
in San Francisco, which meeting took place on the street under suspicious 
circumstances. (100-19248) Through highly confidential sources the 
Communist registration of Folkoff was determined and in 1945 he was known 
to hold the positions of Secretary and Educational Director of the local 
Communist Political Association District. In addition he was known to be a 
member of the State Finance Committee of the Communist Political Association 
in California. Sources reported that Folkoff continued occasional contacts 
with the Soviet Consulate. However, this information was not further con¬ 


firmed . (100-19248-149) 


As late as February* 1948, Folkoff continued to be very active 
in Communist Party affairs in the San Francisco area, particularly in the 


financial affairs of the Party. (100-19248-201) 


Inasmuch as later reports of the investigation concerning Folkoff 
included references to then pending highly confidential Soviet espionage 
investigations, including the Comrap Case, these reports were apparently 
not distributed to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice. ' 
Accordingly, on May 27, 1948, a letter was directed to the San Francisco 
Office instructing that Office to prepare a summary type report carefully 
protecting 1 sources of information and confidential informants in order 
that the full results of the Folkoff investigation might be distributed to 
the Division of Records. (100-19248-204) 


Information concerning Folkoff as a person in contact with Gregori 
Markovich Kheifets, former Vice Consul of the USSR at San Francisco, as well 
as other connections of Folkoff, were contained in the summary entitled “Soviet 
Espionage in the U.S.“, dated December 12, 1945. This summary was distributed 
to the TJhite House, Attorney General, State Department, \Jar Department, and 
the Treasury Department 

Information concerning Folkoff»s position as financial advisor of 
the Communist Party in California was included in a summary entitled “Comin¬ 
tern Apparatus”, dated March 5, 1946, copies of which were distributed to 
the white House, Attorney General, State Department, and Navy Department. 
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WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 


I. HIVES LEGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 

Foster, who has for many years been one of the leading figures 
of the Communist movement in this country, was the subject of a periodic 
investigation from 1921 to 1942. An active investigation was instituted 
in April, 1942, and has continued to the present time. Copies of reports 
since that date have been furnished to the Division of Records as received. 
(61-330) 

II. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 

Foster was not mentioned in the interview held on May 13, 1942, 
with Chambers by New York Agents. 

HI. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

Foster's name was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 

IV (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 10. 1945 

During Chambers' interview by New York Agents on May 10,' 1945, 
while discussing his reasons for breaking with the Communist Party, Chambers 
pointed out that Browder, Bittelman, and Foster, to control the Party, 
instituted one of the worst minor reigns of terror he had ever known and 
that as a result of this he had resigned his editorship of the ''Daily Worker" 
and had quit the Party. (100-25824-36) 

IV (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

In view of the nature of Chambers' reference to Foster, no specific 
investigation concerning Chambers' reference was made. 
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BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN 





Active investigation was initiated of ah individual known as 
Benj amin Fields in June, 1941, on the basis of information contained in the 
Bureau files reflecting that Fields, who had numerous aliases, including: 

Isadora Friedman, Issac Friedman, Issadore Friedman Osachuk, Isadore Fredman, 
and Benny Isadore, was an active member of the Communist Party and was 
considered the chief Communist leader on the Atlantic Coast* The information 
indicated that he resided in Baltimore and was listed in the Daily Worker of 
September 15, 1937 as a District Organizer of the Communist Party* The files 
also reflected that he had been arrested on several occasions and had 
contributed to Communist publications, including the anthology entitled 
•‘Proletarian literature in the United States,“ published by the International 
Publishers Company in 1935* 

The investigation was continued until October, 1946, at which time 
it was closed* It reflected that the true name of Fields was Moses M* Bragin, 
who was born in Russia in 1901* He received citizenship ty virtue of his 
father* s naturalization in 1917* He is alleged to have joined the Communist 
Party in 1923 and visited Russia in 1934, at which time he visited collective 
farms and attended a ’Writers* Congress held in Moscow* He was designated 
District Organizer for the Communist Party in the Baltimore and Washington 
District from 1937 to 1940* He has contributed to Communist publications, and 
his first novel “The Outside Leaf, “ had been completed as of October, 1943* 
Available sources indicate that the Communist Party considers Mm a good 
writer and he has had several of his short stories published in the Daily Worker* 
In 1946 he published a book entitled, “Piper Tompkins.« He has resided in the 
New York and Connecticut areas since 1941* (100-24601) 

II. CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 

This individual was not referred to by Chambers during an interview 
with him conducted by New York Agents on May 13, 1942* 

HI .(A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

The notes of Mr* Berle, copies of which were made available to the 
Bureau, in June, 1943, included a reference to the above-captioned individual 
as follows: 


“ Reno Connected with Baltimore Party Organizer - Benjamin (Bundey) 
Friedman, alias Field - then California - then Russia - now 
organiz'er for Baltimore and Washington of Above-Ground Party - 


Underground connection* 
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jgl (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The files of the Bureau do not reflect that any specific 
investigation was conducted as a result of Chambers 1 allegations* 

iy. (A) CHAMBERS 1 AUCTIONS ON MAY 10. 1915 

During the interview with Chambers by New York Agents on May 10, 
1945* Chambers explained that Benjamin Friedman, who was nicknamed "Bundly,» 
was a little fellow who had been hit on the head in a strike and had been 
sent to Russia for a rest cure. After his return to the United States he had 
been made cashier of the Communist Party cafeteria which had been run by the 
Party on Union Square in New York City. He related that one Peter had told 
him that Friedman had become District Organizer for Maryland and that in 
Baltimore he had taken the name of Field. He also recalled tht Field had 
originally come from California. (100-25824-36) 

iy fB) INVESTIGATION nOTOTCTan 

The files do not reflect that any specific investigation was 
conducted as a result of Chambers* allegations in May, 1945. T he Friedman 
referred to by Chambers is undoubtedly identical with Moses Bragin, and it 
should be noted that, as indicated above, an active investigation was 
instituted prior to the first interview with Chambers and the information 
furnished by him was already substantially available to the Bureau. A report 
dated January 7* 1944* setting out a summary of information available to the 
Bureau concerning Bragin was furnished to the Division of Records on January 29, 
1944* Subsequent reports were furnished to the Division of Records as received 
from the field. 
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SENDER GARLIN 



I. INVESTIGATION. PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 


Investigation of Garlin was initiated in July, 1941, on the basis 
of information in the Bureau files reflecting that Garlin was an Elector 
of the Communist Party in the 1940 Presidential election, and that he was 
connected with the "Daily Worker." This investigation continued until 
May 12, 1947, at which time it was closed. The investigation reflected that 
Garlin was employed by the "Daily Worker" in-1932 and in 1946 was Feature 
Editor of that publication. He was the "Daily Worker" representative to 
Moscow in 1936, and was the Public Relations Director of the New York State 
Communist Political Association in 1944. He was Co-Chairman of the Education 
Committee Of a New York City Club of the Communist Party in 1945 and has 
been a frequent speaker at various Communist Party functions. Copies of the 
reports submitted in this case were furnished to the Division of Records as 
received from the Field. (100-49101) 

II. CHAMBERS' AILEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Garlin was not mentioned by Chambers during the May 13, 1942, 

interview. 

III. CHAMBERS' AUEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

Garlin was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 

I? (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATEONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

During the interview with Chambers on May 10, 1945, by New York 
Agents, he advised that in the early part of 1924 he asked several acquaintances 
where he could get in touch with American Communists. finally contacted a 
Jewish friend. Sender Garlin, who was then connected with Russian Relief. 

Garlin introduced him to a man by the name of Charles Krieger (phonetic), who 
took him to a small Communist Party meeting in the Hudson River District, 
where he registered as a member of the Communist Party. (100-25824-36) 

IV (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

As indicated above, Garlin has been the subject of an investigation 
since 1941, and no specific inquiries have been made as a result of Chambers' 
allegations in view of the nature of such allegations. 
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HARRISON GEORGE 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

An. active investigation concerning George was instituted, on 
December 26, -1941, as a result of information contained in the Bureau files 
reflecting that George was an active member of the Communist Party. This 
investigation is still carried in a pending status. The investigation has 
reflected that he was a charter member of the Communist Party - USA, and is 
a brother-in-law of Earl Browder. He has been a member of the Central 
Committee, State Board, and State Committee of the Party in California. 

He was formerly Editor-in-Chief of the "Daily Peoples World" newspaper, but 
was relieved of this position in 1946 after criticism by Party leadership 
in California. He was tried by the Party on charges of factionalism, but 
William Z. Foster intervened and encouraged him to publicly announce his 
support of Party leadership. He complied and was not expelled from the Party. 
However, he was expelled from the Party on September 20, 1947 } and has 
subsequently been in contact with other expelled members. (100-18155) 

Copies of the reports of investigation of George were furnished 
to the Division of Records as received from the Field. 


II (A). CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

When interviewed on May 13, 1942, .by New York Agents, Chambers 
stated that Harrison George, Browder's brother—in—law, might be of interest. 
George married Margaret Browder, who was later one of Krivitsky's assistants 
in Paris. George was active in the Pan—Pacific Trade Union Secretariat 
and Chambers was told that George was in charge of all kinds of underground 
work in the Far East and Japan, and that he had headquarters in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. (100-25824-22) It is noted that this information was already 
available to the Bureau. * 

II ,(B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

As noted above, George was already the subject of an investigation 
at-the time of Chambers' allegations. The investigation has failed to 
reflect that George is engaged in underground or espionage activities. 

III. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN EERIE NOTES OBTAINED PT JUNE. 1943 

George was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 


IV. CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945. 


George was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview with 
him by New York Agents on May 10, 1945* 
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DR. MORRIS GREENBERG (Referred to 
by Chambers as Dr* C-reeriberg) 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

The captioned individual first came to the attention of the 
Bureau in connection frith the case of Nicholas Dozenberg, who was arrested 
in Oregon in December, 1939 in connection with a passport fraud case* 

You will recall that Dozenberg later testified for the Government in the 
passport fraud case against Earl Browder. In subsequent interviews with 
Bureau Agents he admitted acting as an agent for Soviet military intelligence 
in the United States* He furnished considerable information concerning Dr* 

Philip Rosenbliett, a dentist in New York City, whose office was used by 
Soviet agents for making contacts with their couriers. Rosenbliett departed 
from the United States in the early 1930*s, presumably for Russia* Investi¬ 
gation in 1940 reflected that he had resided at 143 West 87th Street before 
his departure fromlhis country and that this address as of 1940 was occupied 
by Dr* M* Greenberg as a residence and office* Greenberg was identified as 
Dr* Morris Greenberg; (wife: Clara,) who graduated from the College of Physicians 
andSurgeons at Columbia University in 1917 and was a licensed pediatrician* 

He interned'.at Bellevue Hospital and received his diploma in June, 1919* 

(61-6670-24,26,29) 

Further inquiry concerning Rosenbliett reflected that Alla Rosenbliett 
acquired title to property at 89 West 119th Street, New York City' in 1925 from 
her husband, Philip, and Morris and Clara Greenberg* The only encumbrance 
existing on the property was a power of attorney dated April 24, 1935 (subsequent 
to departure of Rosenbliett and his wife from the United States), appointing 
Morris Greenberg, 143 West 87th Street, as attorney to manage the property at 
89 West 119th Street* Selective Service records in New York reflect that 
Greenberg was born June 6, 1890 in Romania* In 1942 he was employed by the 
New York City Department of Health as Epidemiologist, in charge of the Division 
of Epidemiology in the Bureau of Preventable Diseases* His duties consisted of 
supervising the investigation of all outbreaks of epidemics in New York City. 
Further inquiry reflected that he was naturalized February 1, 1912 in New York 
City and had been first employed by the City of New York in 1920. (65-35048-37) 

Another associate of Dozenberg in the Soviet Military Intelligence 
Service was Joseph Tourin, who was interviewed on April 13, 1948 by Agents of 
the Bps Angeles Office. Tourin admitted contacts with Dozenberg, Rosenbliett 
and others, and acquaintanceship with Iydia Stahl, who was also involved in 
Soviet intelligence activities* He denied having acted as an agent for the 
Soviet intelligence services or knowing that the other persons were acting as 














Soviet agents. He did state that Rosenbliett is his brother-in-law, \ 
having married his wife’s sister, Alla Greenberg, He stated that the 
Rosenblietts had a daughter who died of cancer about 1930 at the age 
of twelve and shortly thereafter they went to Russia, where they 
presumably still reside* (100-336737-13) 

H. CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13* 1942 

Greenberg was not mentioned during the interview with Chambers 
on May 13, 1942, 

HI (A). CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 


The notes of Mr, Berle, copies of which were made available to the 
Bureau, contained the following reference to Greenbergs 

’ ’London 

(I)' Dr. Philip Rosenbliett - Formerly of (41st St. and B’way, N.E.) 

Dr. Greenberg, MD (West 70th, New York 
Brother-in-law 

American leader of British Underground C. 

Head in America Mack Moren (alias Philipovich 

- allegedly Yugoslav) 
real name - •?" 

(100-25824-27) 

III (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The Bureau files fail to reflect that any investigation was initiated 
as a result of chambers’ allegations as contained in Mr* Berle’s notes. 

IV (A). CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

During the interview with Chambers by New York Agents on May 10, 1945, 
while discussing Dr. Philip Rosenbliett, he recalled that Rosenbliett had 
occasionally talked about his brother-in-law. Dr. Greenberg, M.D«, who resided 
on West 70th Street in New York City. He never met Greenberg, but assumed that 
perhaps Greenberg was engaged in Communist underground activities. (100-25824-36) 

IV (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No investigation has been conducted as a result of Chambers* allegations 
on May 10, 1945. The above infoimation would indicate that Dr. Morris Greenberg 
is undoubtedly identical with the Greenberg referred to by Chambers. It is noted 
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that the Bureau conducted inquiries concerning Greenberg prior to the 
receipt of information from Chambers* These inquiries were for the 
purpose of identifying him and ascertaining his connection ■with Dr. Philip 
Rosenbliett. The inquiries failed to reflect that he was acting as a 
Soviet agent* 
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CARL HERMAN HAESSLER, WAS. 

(Brother of Gertrude Haessler) 

I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 AHg^glONS 

The captioned individual first came to the attention of the Bureau 
in ISay, 1923 when it was ascertained that he was the principal speaker at a 
meeting held by the "Workers Party, 3201 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois on 
May 17, 1923* During the speech, the title of which was "The Negro and the 
Press", he advised the audience to boycott the Negro Press unless it took a 
more decided stand against capital* He suggested that everyone become 
affiliated with the Workers Party and stated that the AF of L was too strong 
for the Workers Party to fight in the open and that the Party members should 
join the AF of L and destroy the organization from the inside by creating 
general unrest and causing AF of L members to disagree among themselves* 

(6l-i|Ol6-l) 

An active investigation was initiated concerning Haessler in September, 

1939 as a result of information in the Bureau files indicating that he was an 
active Communist* This investigation was closed on Iky 6,1942,reopened 3/3/43 and con¬ 
tinued until January 31» 1947* at which time it was again closed* The in¬ 
vestigation reflected that Haessler was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on August 
5>, 1888. Newspaper articles during 1917 and 1918 indicated that he was a 
Socialist connected with a Socialist paper in Wisconsin. He was a Rhodes 
scholar and a Phi Beta Kappa. In 1918 he was sentenced to serve twelve years 
at hard labor for refusing to serve in the Army. He actually served two years 
of this sentence* He was an assistant professor at the University of Illinois 
from 191U to 1917 and taught at Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas and at 
Brcokwccd Labor College, Catonah, Now York in 1932. He was reported to be a 
charter member of the "Federated Press" and employed as a correspondent-editor 
for this syndicate from 1922 to this date. According to "Editor and Publisher", 
a reference book containing information about newspaper personnel, the "Federated 
Press" is a syndicate for the dissemination of labor news, pictures, maps and 
cartoons. The central bureau of the'Federated Press" has been located at 
Haessler's residence in Highland Park, Michigan at least from 19k3 to 19^7♦ 

Haessler was said to have handled the publicity for the United Auto Workers 
during the 1937 Hint sit-down strike. He also was reported to have been 
active in connection with various union publications. He was a member of the 
National Committee of the Communist Party in 19k3 and has been active in the 
Communist faction of the CIO United Automobile Workers. He has also been 
active in the American Newspaper Guild. In 19UU he was a member of the ex¬ 
ecutive board of the Detroit Council for American Soviet Friendship and was 
editor of the "CIO Councilor", a bi-monthly publication of the Greater Detroit 
and Wayne County CIO Council. 









A summary report dated June 2, 1943 was furnished to Mr. L. M« C. 
Smith, Chief of the Special War Policies Unit of the Department of Justice on 
July .20, 1943* Subsequent reports in this investigation -were furnished 
to Mr. Smith and/or the Division of Records as received from the Field. 

(65-5966) 


11 < A ) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MI 13. 1942 

When interviewed by New York Agents on May 13,-1942, Chambers advised 
that the brother of Gertrude Hessler had been head of the federated Press” 
in Washington and was a very active Party (Communist Party) man. He indicated 
that the “Federated Press” was an organ filled with Conmunists and stated that 
Gertrude Hessler *s brother as of 1942 was in the CIO* (100-25824-22) 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No specific investigation has been conducted on the basis of the 
allegations of Chambers* It is to be noted, however, that as reflected above, 
the Bureau was cognizant of Haessler in 1923 and initiated an active investigation 
of him in 1939, prior to receipt of information from Chambers* The information 
furnished by chambers was already available to the Bureau as of that time* ■ 

III CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BEELE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

There is no reference to Haessler in the Berle notes, copies of which 
were furnished the Bureau in June, 1943* 

IV ALLEGATIONS ON MAT 10, 1945 

Haessler was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview with him 
by New York Agents on May 10, 1945* 
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DEMENT UPHAM HARRIS 


iCOlfc 



I. BIVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ^ 

Investigation of the captioned individual was initiated on 
March 18, 1941, on the basis of information received indicating that Harris 
was an active Communist and engaged in Communist activity. The investiga¬ 
tion has continued to the present time and is still carried in a pending 
status. Investigation has disclosed that Harris has been an important 
member of the Communist Party for years and in June, 1946, was elected as 
permanent Secretary of the National Farm Commission of the Party. 

Confidential sources have advised that Harris was the treasurer of the 
secret funds of the Party, which can be used for undercover operations. 

He has been in contact with numerous national functionaries of the Party 
and with numerous known and suspected Soviet agents. From October, 1943, 
through January, 1944, pertinent reports were furnished to the Division of 
Records as they were submitted. The reports for the period of January, 1944, 
to July, .1947, were sent to the Division of Records on July 1, 1947, and 
subsequent reports were furnished as received. (100-15251)//7 \ 

H. CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Chambers did not refer to Harris in the May 13, 1942, interview. 

III. CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 


Harris was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 



During the interview with Chambers by Agents in the New York Office 
on May 10, 1945, he failed to identify the photograph of Harris, but when the 
name was mentioned to him , he readily recalled that Harold Ware had talked 
to him about Harris, indicating that Harris was a close friend of Ware. 
Chambers was unable to recall further details. 

IF (B). BTFESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No specific efforts have been made to verify the alleged friendship 
between Harold Ware and Harris. 
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AIGER HISS 




I> INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* AIXEGATTONS 

Alger Hiss was investigated in the latter part of 1941 and the 
early part of 1942 in accordance with the provisions of Public Law Number 
135 (Hatch Act). At that time Hiss had been reported to be a member of 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, according to the House 
Committee on Un-American activities. It was determined, however, that the 
name of Alger Hiss did not, in fact appear in the active indices of that 
organization, but that the name of his wife did. Since Hiss was then Assis¬ 
tant to the Advisor on Political Relations in the Department of State, a 
copy of the report on this investigation was furnished to the Secretary of 
State by letter dated March 24, 1942. This report set forth information 
furnished by a former fellow employee of Hiss* in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration that Hiss and his associates in the AAA if not Communists 
were fellow travelers. No other unfavorable information was developed, 
and Hiss himself denied in a sworn statement that he had ever been a member 
of. the Communist Party, the Washington Committee for Democratic Action or 
any other organization advocating the overthrow of the government. 

The State Department on March 26, 1942, advised that the report 
furnished to them afforded no basis for administrative action against Hiss. 
(101-2668-5 &6, 65-56402-695) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS* AUCTIONS ON MAI 13. 1942 

On May 13, 1942, Chambers told Bureau agents that Alger Hiss and 
his brother Donald Hiss were members of the Communist Party underground 
organization in Washington which was headed by Harold Ware. Chambers de¬ 
scribed Alger Hiss as a former employee of the Agricultural Adjustment Ad¬ 
ministration who later served in the government's investigation of the 
munitions industry and subsequently became Assistant Solicitor General of 
the United States. After that position he became assistant to the Assistant 
Secretary of State. (100-25824-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The Bureau's files do not disclose that any investigation was 
conducted in 1942 following Chambers allegations, ahout Hiss. 

III, (k) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BEREE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

The portion of the Berle notes which pertains to Alger Hiss reads 
as follows: 

"Alger Hiss 

Ass't to Sayre - CP - 1937 

Member of the Underground Com. - Active 
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Baltimore Boys 

Wife - Priscilla Hiss - Socialist 
Early days of Hew Deal" 

There is no record of any additional information furnished by Mr. 
Berle when these notes were obtained from, him in June, 1943. 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION C0HQJCT2D 



Ho indication has been found in the Bureau*s files to show that 
inquiry was made concerning Hiss in the light of Chambers’ information con¬ 
cerning him as furnished by Mr. Berle* However, on March 27, 1945, a summary 
memorandum covering Alger Hiss* background and activities and the allegations 
of Chambers concerning him were submitted to Frederic B. Lyon of the State 
Department* The substance of this memorandum had been furnished by Mr. 

E. A. Tamm on March 24, 1945, to Robert Lynch, Special Assistant to the 
Secretary of State. (101-2668-9 and 10 and 12) 

IT. (A) CHAMBERS ALLEGATIONS OH MAY 10, 1945 

When interviewed on May 10, 1945, Chambers said that Hiss, who 
in the meantime had become General Secretary of the United Hations Conference 
at San Francisco, had met on several occasions with Harold Ware’s group and 
that he had usually attended meetings of the group when they were held at 
Henry Collins* house. He said that when Hiss went with the Senate (Hye) 
Committee investigating the munitions industry, he was segregated from the 
group and had no more official contacts with them. He said, however, that 
Hiss did meet socially with many of them and was particularly close to John 
Abt’s sister, Marian Baohrack. Chambers further stated that ho had no roason 
to believe that Hiss had broken away from the Communist Party. As a reason 
for this belief he explained that after he. Chambers, had broken with the 
Party he had made a special trip to Hiss* home in Georgetown Section, Wash¬ 
ington, for the purpose of persuading Hiss to leave the Party, Chambers 
explained that when he arrived Hiss* wife Priscilla was the only one there, 
and that while Chambers momentarily excused himself to go to the bathroom 
he observed Hiss* wife going to the telephone ‘'obviously to get in touch 
with Party members." Chambers immediately returned to the room and awaited 
the arrival of Alger Hiss. fShen Hiss arrived they had dinner together at 
his home following which Chambers says he talked with him all night in an 
endeavor to persuade him to leave the Party. Chambers said that with 
tears streaming down his face Hiss had refused to break with the Communists 
and had given as his reason for not breaking his loyalty to his friends 
and principles. Chambers pointed out that in his opinion one of the strong¬ 
est reasons for Hiss* maintaining contact with the Communist Party was 
the fanatical loyalty to the Communist Party on the part of his wife. 

IT. (B) IHTSSTIGATIOH COHDtTCTED 



Kisseloff-26398 





“oW 


Xu. 


Although no action was immediately taken concerning Chambers} 
additional information with respect to Hiss, it is to be noted that Hiss 
was also named by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley on November 7, 1945, as having 
been involved in a Soviet espionage ring. k 


Hiss, as a result, became the subject of intensive investigation 
in the development of the Silvermaster Case* In a memorandum dated 
November 30, 1945, the Attorney General was furnished information concerning 
Alger Hiss’ alleged connection with a Communist underground group in 
Washington as furnished by Whittaker Chambers. (65-56402-94) 


Since at that time Hiss was still employed in the Department of 
State information concerning him was again furnished on Deoember 4, 1945, 
to the Secretary of State in a summary entitled Soviet Espionage in the 
United States, dated November 27, 1945. (61-3499-198,200) 


Since that time numerous memoranda dealing with Soviet espionage 
activities in the United States furnishing the results of investigation 
of such activities and in which reference is made to Alger Hiss have been 
furnished to the White House, the Attorney General and to the interested 
agencies as will be noted in a memorandum briefing the Bureau’s investigation 
of the Silvermaster Case* 


It may be noted that Alger Hiss was interviewed at his request 
by a Bureau official (Mr. D. M. Ladd) on March 25, 1946. At that time 
Hiss explained that he wished to clear up any questions that might have 
arisen concerning his loyalty to the Government, since it had been brought 
to his attention by the then Secretary of State James Ik Byrnes that his 
name had been mentioned in connection with subversive organizations. Hiss, 
on this occasion, denied that either he or his wife were ever members of 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. He mentioned the possi¬ 
bility that his wife could have been a member of the League of Women’s 
Shoppers because he thought that some of her friends had been members of 
that organization. Hiss further emphatically stated that at no time had 
he been a member of the Communist Party or had any association with it. 

He further declared that he knew of no friends of his who were members 
of the Party. Asked whether he had any association with any person or 
persons who might be members of any subversive organizations which might 
have caused the belief to exist that he likewise was a member of such 
organizations, he stated that he knew of no association on his part with 
any persons which would lead to this conclusion. The results of this 
interview were made available to both the Attorney General and the Secre¬ 
tary of State on March 25, 1946. ,, 

(65-56402-1128X) 
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It should also he noted that J. D. Whittaker Chambers was 
interviewed on March 28, 1946, at New York City, with specific reference 
to Alger Hiss. On this occasion he said he was unable to elaborate on 
any of the information concerning Hiss* connection with the Communist 
Party which he had furnished at the time he was interviewed in 1942 and 
again in 1945 by Bureau .Agents. He recalled that after 1937, being no 
longer actively associated with the Communist Party, he had lost all 
contact with Alger Hiss. He stated that, as a matter of fact, he had 
absolutely no information that would conclusively prove Hiss held a 
membership card in the Communist Party or that he was an actual dues- 
paying member of the Party even while he was active prior to 1937* He 
declared that he knew in 1937 Hiss was favorably impressed with the 
Communist movement and was of the belief that Hiss was then (1946) still 
of the same beliefs. He indicated he did not have any documentary or 
substantial proof on which to base this belief and based it solely on 
comments made by various Washington and New York newspaper writers at 
the time. 

(100-25824-38) 
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DONALD HISS 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

A Hatch Act investigation was instituted concerning Hiss on 
February 17* 1942, at which time Hiss was an employee of the Department of 
State. The investigation was initiated inasmuch as the Dies Committee had 
listed Hiss as a m e mb er of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. 

During the investigation, an informant advised that the name of Hiss did not, 
in fact, appear in the active indices of that organization; however, his wife 
was listed. The investigation disclosed no affiliation with the Communist 
Party or Communist front groups,, and Hiss, in a sworn statement on February 16 , 

1942, denied that he was a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action and that he advocated overthrow of the Federal Government. The report 
of the investigation was furnished to the Secretary of State on March it-, 1942, and on 
March 9 , G. Howland Shaw, Assistant Secretary, advised by letter, ”Mr. Hiss is a 
valued employee of the Department and is well and favorably known by various of 
the higher officers of the Department. There is nothing in the report of investi¬ 
gation which warrants any administrative action and It is believed you will wish 
so to report to the Congress, exonerating Mr, Hiss from the charge preferred.” 
(101-4300-2 and 3) 

II (A). CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 

Chambers advised that Alger Hiss and Donald Hiss were also members 
of the underground organization as secured by Ware. He said these men also 
left the AAA but.remained in the Government service. Donald Hiss was in the 
Labor Department and Miss Perkins thought a great deal of him. Chambers stated 
that the Party planned to have Donald Hiss handle the Bridges case in California 
In view of the influence which he might have. Hiss subsequently went to the 
Philippine Division of the Department of State. (100-25824-22, page 6 ) 

II (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files of the Bureau fail to reflect that any investigation was 
conducted on the basis of this allegation. 

III (A). CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BEKLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

The Berle notes, copies of which were obtained, are set out as 

follows: 
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Donald Hiss 

(Philippine Advisor) \ 

Member of Communist Party with Pressman and Witt - 
labor Department - Asst, to Frances Perkins - 
Party wanted him tnere - to send him - 
as arbitrator - Bridges trial - 
Brought along by brother - 

(100-2.5824-27) 

III (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files of the Bureau fail to reflect that any specific investi¬ 
gation was conducted on the basis of the allegation. 

In response to a request by Mr. Fred Lyon of the State Department, 
a memorandum. containing information in the Bureau files was furnished to him 
on March 31, 1945. This memorandum set forth Chambers' allegations concerning 
Hiss.' (101-4300-4) 

IV (A). CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS OF MAY 10. 1945, AND MARCH 28, I 9 J 46 

During the May 10, 1945, interview with Chambers by New York Agents, 
Donald Hiss was mentioned as the brother of Alger Hiss, but otherwise was not 
identified. (100-25824-36) No additional information was furnished in the 
March 28, 1 9 I 4 . 6 , interview. (100-2582i|.~38) 

IV (B). INVESTEGATION CONDUCTED 

Bureau files fail to reflect that any investigation was conducted 
on the basis of Chambers* allegations. However, inquiries concerning Donald 
Hiss were made in connection with the Gregory investigation. A memorandum 
dated November 27, 1945, entitled "Soviet Espionage in the United States" 
was furnished to Brigadier General Harry H. Vaughan, Military Aide to the 
President, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney General on December 4, 
1945. This memorandum included the information that Chambers had stated that 
Donald Hiss, brother of Alger Hiss, was in the Labor Department. Chambers 
listed a group of persons known to him as being in the underground apparatus 
of the Communist Party, inasmuch as he had attended meetings where these 
persons were present. One of these persons named by Chambers was Donald Hiss, 
and he indicated that the Party wanted Hiss to stay in the Labor Department. 
(61-3499-198,199) (100-7826-39) 

A memorandum captioned "Underground Soviet Espionage Organization 
(NKVD) in Agencies of the United States Government" dated February 21, 1946, 
was furnished to General Vaughan, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney 
General on February 25, 1946. This memorandum contained all the information 
concerning Donald Hiss which had been furnished to the Bureau by Whittaker 
Chambers. (65-56402-573) 
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PRISCILLA HISS 
(Mrs* Alger Hiss) 


I INVESTIGATION PRICE TO CHAMBERS* AT,NATIONS 



No investigation was conducted concerning the captioned individual 
prior to the receipt of information from Whittaker Chambers* 

II CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Priscilla Hiss was not mentioned by Chambers during the interview 
with-him by Agents of the New York Office on May 13, 1942* 

III (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE* 1943 

The Berle notes which were made available to the Bureau in June, 
1943 reflected the following: 

" Alger Hiss 

Assistant to Sayre-CP-1937 

Member of the underground Com. active Baltimore boys- 
wife-Priscilla Hiss-socialist- 
early days of New Deal." 

(100-25824-27) 

IH (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files of the Bureau failed to reflect that any investigation 
was conducted concerning Priscilla Hiss on the basis of the reference to 
her in the Berle notes* 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Chambers during the interview with him by New York Agents on May 
10, 1945 discussed his efforts to persuade Alger Hiss to break away from 
the Communist Party. He stated that after he. Chambers, had broken with the 
Party he visited the home of Alger Hiss to attempt to persuade Hiss to also 
break away* Hiss' wife, Priscilla, was the only one there when he arrived 
and while he momentarily excused himself to go to the bathroom he observed 
Mrs* Hiss immediately go to the telephone obviously to get in touch with 
Party members* He immediately returned to the room and awaited the arrival 
of Alger* Chambers expressed the opinion that one of the strongest reasons 
for Hiss maintaining contact with the Communist Party was the fanatic loyalty 
to the Communist Party on the part of his wife* (1G0-25824-36) 
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IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The files of the Bureau failed to reflect that any investigation 
was conducted on the basis of Chambers' allegations and there is no 
indication that the information furnished by Chambers was distributed to 
any outside agency prior to the interview with Elizabeth Bentley in the 
fall of 1945 in connection with the Gregory Case. It is noted that 
Mr. Berle of the State Department interviewed Chambers in 1939 and the State 
Department therefore was in possession of the information concerning 
Priscilla Hiss, the wife of Alger Hiss, a State Department employee. 

A memorandum dated November 27, 1945 captioned, "Soviet Espionage 
in the United States" was furnished to Brigadier General Harry H. Vaughan, 
Military Aide to the President, to the Secretary of State and to the Attorney 
General on December 4, 1945* This memorandum included information furnished 
the Bureau by Chambers relating to Priscilla Hiss to the effect that in his 
opinion the strongest reason for Alger Hiss maintaining his status with the 
Party yt&s the fanatic loyalty for the Communist Party on the part of his 
wife. This memorandum also included information obtained as a result of the 
Bureau's interview with Elizabeth Bentley in the Gregory Case. (61-3499-198- 
199} 100-7826-39) 

A memorandum dated February 21, 1946 entitled, "Underground Soviet 
Espionage Organization (NKVD) in agencies of the United States Government" 
was furnished to General U&ughan, Military Aide to the President, the 
Secretary of State and the Attorney General on February 25 , 1948. Thi3 
memorandum included, in addition to the information furnished by Elizabeth 
Bentley, all of the information concerning Priscilla Hiss which has been 
furnished to the Bureau by Whittaker Chambers. (65-56402*573) 

No active investigation has been conducted of Priscilla Hiss besides 
the investigation conducted of Alger Hiss in connection with the Gregory 
investigation which, of course, included inquiries relative to his wife* 
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GRACE HUTCHINS 


I_ INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

An investigation concerning Hutchins was initiated in September, 

1941, on the basis of information contained in the Bureau files reflecting 
that she was a Communist Party candidate for lieutenant Governor of New 
York in 1938, had written several Communist Party pamphlets, had served as 
Treasurer for the Communist Party National Campaign Fund, and had engaged 
in other Communist Party activities. The investigation was continued until 
January, 1943, at which time it was closed, but was reopened in August, _ 1943, 
and was thereafter continued until May, 1946, when it was again closed. 

However, a report setting forth additional information was submitted on 
March 12, 1947. The investigation reflected that Hutchins had an income 
from the Hutchins estate and that she was an active Communist Party member 
and had frequent contacts with Alexander Trachtenberg and other officials 

of the Party. Copies of the reports of the investigation were furnished to 
the Division of Records as received. (100-51757) 

II (A). CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

During the interview with Chambers by New York Agents on May 13, 

1942, Chambers, discussed the securing of money by GGPU agents. He stated 
that in his opinion they would usually be traveling with a great amount, of 
money on their person, but that there were those in the Party who acted as 
' financial agents and who supplied such members with money. One of these 

persons he mentioned as Grace Hutchins. He stated that she was an old 
Party member and that she was in the inner group of Communists, and that 
she, along with her colleague Anna Rochester, was a fanatical Communist 
and trusted members of the Party. Chambers advised that he was told that 
Grace Hutchins was the chief financial transactor for the Party. (100-25824-22)' 

II (B). INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

As noted above, Hutchins was the subject of investigation at the 
time of Chambers* allegations and the investigation has failed to reflect 
that she was the "chief financial transactor for the Party, 1 * although it 
did reflect that she served as Treasurer for the Communist Party National 
Campaign Fund. 

III. CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS IN BER1E NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

Hutchins was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 

IV. CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS CM MAY 10. 1945 

Hutchins was not -mentioned during the interview with Chambers 
on May 10, 1945. Kisseloff-26405 
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JOHN Y/IISON JOHNSTONE, was 
JACK JOHNSTONE and JOHNSTON 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

The first information appearing in the Bureau's files regarding Johnstone 
is a letter from the State Department dated January 27, 1927, reporting that 
Johnstone and Earl Browder would be active in a paper called labor Unity. Another 
letter dated September 12, 1928, from the State Department requesting investigation 
to determine if John Wilson Johnstone was identical with Jack Johnstone of the 
labor Unity paper. The Eederal Bureau of Investigation then instituted an investi¬ 
gation which substantiated that the two men were identical and that Johnstone had 
been arrested in India on December 18, 1928, where he was attending a Trade Union 
Congress. It was also revealed that Johnstone as a representative of the Red 
International of labor Unions had pledged 25,000 chervontze for organizational work 
in India. 61-6590-1,2,3,7 

Johnstone, according to additional investigation, was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland, on November 21, 1881, and naturalized as a United States citizen on 
April 14, 1922. He was a District Organizer for the Communist Party in Pittsburgh 
in 1933. He ran for office as a Communist candidate for mayor in Chicago in 1938 
and the Communist candidate for Illinois State Senator in 1940. Johnstone died 
in New York City on April 18, 1942. 61-6590-25 


II (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON May 13. 1942 

Chambers stated that Jack Johnston was a former I&rty Organizer in 
Pittsburgh and was arrested in 1938 or 1929 by the British in India as a Russian 
Agent. 



II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No investigation was instituted on the basis of the above information, 
it being noted in the letter transmitting this information that Johnstone was known 
to be dead. 

i 

III (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BEREE NOTES OBTAINED IN June. 1943 

Nb information regarding Johnstone is set forth in Berle notes. 


IV (A) CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS ON Fay 10. 1945 

Chambers did not mention Johnstone during this interview. 
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IEON JOSEPHSON 




1. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

By letters dated February 23 , March 11, and March 23, 1935, 

State Police requested the Federal Bureau of Investigation to conduct 
gation of Leon Josephson, George Mink, and Nicholas Sherman, who were then in 
custody in Denmark charged with expionage. An investigation was instituted 
concerning Josephson on the basis of the afore-mentioned letters* This investi¬ 
gation reflected Josephson was born June 17, 1898, at Iibau, Iatvia. Josephson 
entered the United States at New York City on July 14, 1900, and was naturalized 
as a United States citizen on April 25, 1921* Josephson was known to have been 
active in the American Communist movement as early as 1929 when he acted as an 
attorney for the International labor Defense in behalf of the Gastonia Textile 
Strikers who were charged with violence during that strike 

In 1933 Josephson reportedly was in Mansau, France, where he assisted a 
Soviet agent who was travelling on an American passport* Da June, 1934, Josephson 
was in the United States and assisted Gerhart Eisler in obtaining a false United 
States passport under the name of Samuel liptzen. Josephson at a later date 
admitted obtaining false passports for numerous other individuals during the 1930 ’s. 
Jay Ipvestone in testifying before the House Committee on Un-American Affairs in 
1939 stated that in July, 1938, Leon Josephson had been an OGPU Agent who had been 
behind the stealing of documents from Lovestone’s heme. In addition to the fore¬ 
going, Josephson is known to have remaine&sctive in Communist affairs up until 
his conviction for contempt for Congress on October 15, 1947, in the Southern 
District of New York. Josephson is presently serving a one year sentence at the 
United States Penitentiary at Milan, Michigan. 100-48754-1,11,105,123 



No information was received from Chambers, regarding Josephson at this 

interview. 



HI (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN EERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN June* 1943 

No information concerning Josephson was reflected in Berle’s notes which 
were obtained in June, 1943. 

IF (A) CHAMBERS ’ ALLEGATIONS ON May 10, 1945 


Chambers furnished information concerning George link who had been arrested 
for espionage in Denmark according to Chambers in the early 1930's. Chambers also 
advised that he knew from responsible accounts that Leon Josephson, owner of Cafe 
Society, had been involved with link in the affair in Denmark. Chambers said that 
he did not have any knowledge of Josephson’s Communist activities. 


IF (B) INFESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


. No.active investigation was conducted based upon Chambers’ allegations 

inasmuch as this information was already well known to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 
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I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 
None. 

H. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAT 13, 1942 
None. 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
i None. 

Ill (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 
None. 

Ill (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
None. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

The information about Kramer was furnished by Chambers during the 
interview with him on May 10, 1945 by New York agents. At that time Chambers 
related that in approximately 1931 he accepted the position of Editor .of the 
Nev/ Masses. He explained he obtained that position mainly because of the Party*s 
desire to "take out Kramer who had been the Editor and had not been going along 
smoothly with the Party". (100-25824-36) 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

A review of the Bureau files reflects that during 1930 and 1931 
Walt Garmon (not Kramer) was Managing Editor of New Masses. In 1932 Walt carmon 
was employed in Russia as Editor of "International Literature". Walt carmon 
returned to the United States in 1936. An Internal Security investigation of 
Walt carmon was first instituted by the Bureau in February 1943 and continued 
until January 1947. (100-189899-22, p.3j28) 
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CHARLES KRAMER, WITH ALIASES: 
Charlie Kramer, Charles Krivitsky 
Charles Kreviskey 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS 


In connection with the investigation of Alexander Stevens, who was 
later identified as ”J* Peters,” a collateral inquiry.to identify Charles Kramer 
was conducted in March and April, 1943, based upon the known association of 
Kramer with Stevens* ; b7n 


This inquiry disclosed that Confidential Informant! 


in 


February, 1937 identified Charles Kramer as an investigator for the LaFollette 


Civil Liberties Committee* 


(61-7559-1044) 


The files of the Civil Service Commission reflected that Charles 
Kramer was bom on December 14, 1906, and his legal residence was given as 
New York: City, New York, An investigation conducted by the New York Field 
Division disclosed that from the period of November 1, 1941 to September 30, 

1942, Charles and Mildred Kramer occupied Apartment 53, 61 Pierrepont Street, 
Brooklyn, New York* At that time Kramer was employed by the National Labor 
Relations Board, 120 Wall Street, New York City, and as of September 30, 1942, 
when Kramer vacated his apartment in Brooklyn he indicated that he was being 
transferred from New York City to the Office of Price Administration, Sixth and 
Independence Avenue, Northwest, Washington, D* C. (100-184255-82) 

The Civil Service Commission files previously referred to disclosed 
that Kramer had been transferred on February 25, 1943, from the New York Office 
of the National Labor Relations Board to the Office of Price Administration in 
the capacity of a Principal Economist at a salary of $5600 per annum. On 
February 26, 1943, one day later, Kramer’s status with the GPA was changed to 
that of Head Economist at $6500 per annum* As of April 16, 1943, Kramer was 
residing at Long View, Accokeek, Maryland, and daily commuted to Washington, D. C. 

(100-184255-90) 


II (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 
None* 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

III (A)' CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

The notes made by Berle at the time of his interview with Chambers in 
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September, 1939 were obtained from Berle in June, 1943, and disclosed that 
Chambers named Charles Krivitsky, whose alias he said was Charles Kramer, as 
a member of the Ware Underground Group* (100-25824-27) 

The Berle notes indicated that Kramer- was connected with the CIO and 
that he worked for the LaFollette Committee* 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None* Information continued to be received concerning Kramer 
during the course of the investigation of other Communists* 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10 t 1945 

Buzing the interview with Chambers on May 10, 1945 by New York Agents, 
he named Charles Krivitsky, alias Charles Kramer, John Abt, Lee Pressman, Henry 
Collins, Nathan Perlo (later identified by Chambers as Victor Perlo), Alger 
Hiss, Donald Hiss, ^ Post, Nathan 10.tt, and an unnamed man described as 

the husband of Alice idendham, as members of the Ware Underground Group. Chambers 
stated that the manbers of the Ware Group were high-salaried Government employees 
who were Communist Party members, but that their activities with the Party had 
ceased when they were transferred to the Communist Party underground. (100-25824-36) 

During this same interview with Chambers he related that after Harold 
Ware's death, he attended a meeting at which John Abt was elected leader 
of the group* Chambers stated that there were about six men present at that 
meeting and that to the best of his recollection, they were; Charles Kramer, 

Lee Pressman, Henry Collins, Nathan Perlo (later identified as Victor Perlo) 
and Peters (V* J* Peters, alias of Alexander Stevens)* 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The files at the Defense Homes Corporation, Federal Public Housing 
Administration, show that Kramer was employed by the Office of Price Administra¬ 
tion as Head Economist in the Administrator's Office, and that he had been 
loaned by the Office of Price Administration to the Sub-Committee of the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee. 

Thomas Scott, a former Bureau Agent who was employed at the Capitol 
in 1945, advised that the name of Charles Kramer was carried on a list maintained 
by Senator Kilgore of people borrowed from other Agencies for work on the Kilgore 
Committee* Kramer's name was on the list for May and June, 1945* During 
November, 1945, according to Scott, Kramer was serving on Senator Claude Pepper's 
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Wartime Health and. Education Sub-Committee. (Kpt of SA Floyd L. Jones, 11-29 ^ $, 
at Wash., D.C., in the case "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, was, et al, Esp-R";*^ 

An anonymous letter in April, 1944, named Charles Kramer and 
his wife as members of the Communist underground in Washington* The 
writer of the letter was later identified as the ex-wife of Victor perlo, 
under treatment for insanity, and in a subsequent interview she confirmed the 
information in the letter about Kramer, and she named Victor Perlo, John Abt, 
George Silverman, Harry Hlhite and Lauchlin Currie, all of whom have figured 
prominently in the statements of Elizabeth Terrill Bentley, as Conmunists. She 
stated that the underground group named by her was originally organized by Hal 
Ware in 1933* (100-3-6G-339) 

In addition, information furnished by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley in 
the Gregory case confirmed the information furnished by Chambers. Bentley 
recalled that during November, 1943, Jacob Golos stated that through Earl Browder 
he had recently been placed in contact with a group in Washington* D. C. Early 
in 1944, Browder arranged a meeting for Bentley with representatives of this 
group at the apartment of John Abt in New York City. According to Bentley, 
four individuals who were introduced as Victor Perlo, Charles Kramer, Harry 
Magdoff and Edward Fitzgerald, as well as John Abt, were in attendance* She 
stated there was a general discussion as to the type of information which these 
people, with the exception of John Abt, would be able to furnish. It was 
apparent to her that these individuals, including John Abt, had been associated 
together for some time and engaged in furnishing information to Earl Browder. 
Subsequent meetings were held by representatives of this group in the apartment 
of Mary Price in New York City and Charles. Kramer attended approximately three 
of these meetings. (65-56402-220) 

Investigation, including physical surveillances and technical sources, 
in the Gregory case disclosed that Kramer was acquainted with the various 
individuals alleged by Chambers to be members of the Jfere underground group. 

(65-56402-220) 

In the early part of 1946, Charles Kramer was in contact with Leon 
Josephson. Josephson is closely associated with numerous individuals engaged 
in Communist activity and associated with Consaunist organizations. In 1935 
Josephson was arrested in Copenhagen, Denmark, and charged with espionage on 
behalf of the Soviet Union. (Technical Surveillance on Charles Kramer) 

(65-56402-1019) 

On May 1, 1946, just before his departure for California to assist 
Representative Ellis D. Patterson in his primary election campaign there, 

Charles Kramer was observed to surreptitiously deposit in a refuse can in 
South Arlington, Virginia, a number of magazines and pamphlets, among which 







were noted the followings Copies of ”New Masses”; Copies of the ’’Communist”; 
Issues of ’’Political Affairs” for May, 1945 and March, 1946 edited by Earl 
Browder; Copies of ”Soviet Russia Today”; Pamphlets entitled, ’(Moscow, Cairo, 
Teheran” by Earl Browder; ”The 16 Soviet Republics”, being Molotov’s report 
to the Soviet; ’’Talk About the Communist Party” by Earl Browder; ’’Stages in 
the History of the Communist Party,” published by the Workers Library Publishers 
’’Policy for Victory” by Earl Browder; ’’Production for Victory” by Earl Browder; 
”A New Italy Arises” by GLusseppe Berti; "The Crisis in India” by James S* 
Allen; ’’Turning Point for the World” by R* Palme Butt; ”Wage Policy in War 
Production” by Earl Browder; and ’’Production Front” by Maurice Dobb, M* A* 

(65-56402-1187) 

A reliable source reported that Mr* and Mrs* Charles Kramer 
received an invitation from the Soviet Embassy, Washington, B. C*, in 
November, 1946, to attend a reception held annually on November 7th in 
celebration of the November, 1917 Revolution* (Mail cover on Kramer 

65-56402-1918) 

Charles Kramer was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on August 27, 

1947, in Washington, B* C* When advised of the purpose of the interview he 
stated that he would rather not discuss it, and he remained extremely 
uncooperative* (65-56402-2777) 

In connection with the Gregory investigation, information about 
Kramer was furnished at various times to the Attorney General, the White House 
and other interested Government agencies. 
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CHARLES KRAMER, "WITH ALIASES: 
Charlie Kramer, Charles Krivitsky 
Charles Kreviskey 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 


No investigation of this individual was conducted by the Bureau 
prior to May, 1945, when information concerning Kramer, based upon the Berle 
notes, was furnished to the Washington Field Office in connection with the 
COGOG Case. (100-3-65-1) 

II 00 CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

None. 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Ifc>ne. 

III (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

The notes made by Berle at the time of his interview with Chambers in 
September, 1939 were obtained from Berle in June, 1943* and disclosed that 
Chambers named Charles Krivitsky, whose alias he said was Charles Kramer, as a 
member of the Ware Underground Group. (100-25824-27) 

The Berle notes indicated that Kramer was connected with the CIO and 
that he worked for the LaFollette Committee. 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

During the interview with Chambers on May 10, 1945 by New Tork Agents, 
he named Charles Krivitsky, alias Charles Kramer, John Abt, Lee Pressman, Henry 
Collins, Nathan Perlo (later identified by Chambers as Victor Perlo), Alger 
Hiss, Donald Hiss, ^ Post, Nathan Witt, and an unnamed man described as the 
husband of Alice Mendham, as members of the Ware Underground Group. Chambers 
stated that the members of the Ware Group were high-salaried Government employees 
who were Communist Party members, but that their activities with the Party had 
ceased when they were transferred to the Communist Party underground. (100-25824-36) 







During this same interview with Chambers he related that after 
Harold Ware's death, he attended a meeting at which John Abt was elected leader 
of the group. Chambers stated that there were about six men present at that 
meeting and that to the best of his recollection, they-were} Charles Kramer, 

Lee Pressman, Henry Collins, Nathan Perlo (later identified as Victor Perlo) 
and Peters (V, J, Peters, alias of Alexander Stevens) • 

j 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Confidential Informant |in February, 1937 identified Charles t 

Kramer as an investigator for theTaFoTEeute Civil Liberties Committee, 

(61-7559-1044) 

The files of the Civil Service Commission reflect that Charles Kramer 
was born on December 14, 1906, and his legal residence is given as New York City, 
New York, An investigation conducted by the New York Field Division discloses 
that from the period of November 1, 1941 to September 30, 1942, Charles and 
Mildred Kramer occupied Apartment 53, 61 Fierrepont Street, Brooklyn, New York, 

At that time Kramer was employed by the National Labor Relations Board, 120 Wall 
Street, New York City, and as of September 30, 1942, when Kramer vacated his 
apartment in Brooklyn he indicated that he was being transferred from New York 
City to the Office of Price Administration, Sixth and Independence Avenue, 
Northwest, Washington, D. C. (100-134255-32) 

The Civil Service Commission files previously referred to disclose that 
Kramer had been transferred on February 25, 1943, from the New York Office of 
the National Labor Relations Board to the Office of Price Administration in 
the capacity of a Principal Economist at a salary of $5600 per annum* On 
February 26, 1943, one day later, Kramer's status with the 0PA was changed to 
that of Head Economist at $.6500 per annum. As of April 16, 1943, Kramer was 
residing at Long View, Accokeek, Maryland, and daily commuted to Washington, D.C. 

(100-134255-90) 


The files at the Defense Homes Corporation, Federal Public Housing 
Administration, show that Kramer was employed by the Office of Price Administra¬ 
tion as Head Economist in the Administrator's Office, and that he had been 
loaned by the Office of Price Administration to the Sub-Committee of the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee. 


Thomas Scott, a former Bureau Agent who was employed at the Capitol 
in 1945, advised that the name of. Charles Kramer was carried on a list maintained 
by Senator Kilgore of people borrowed from other Agencies for work on the Kilgore 
Committee. Kramer's name was on the list for May and June, 1945. During 
November, 1945, according to Scott, Kramer was serving on Senator Claude Pepper's 
Wartime Health and Education Sub-Committee. (Rpt of SA Floyd L. Jones, 11-29-45, 
at Wash.,D.C., in the case "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, was, et al, Esp-R") 
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An anonymous letter in April, 1944, named Charles Kramer and 
his "wife as members of the Communist underground in Washington* The 
■writer of the letter was later identified as the ex-wife of Victor Perlo, 
and in a subsequent interview she confirmed the information in the letter 
about Kramer, and she named Victor Perlo, John Abt, George Silverman, Harry 
White and Lauchlin Currie, all of whom have figured prominently in the statements 
of Elizabeth Terrill Bentley, as Communists, She stated that the underground 
group named by her was originally organized by Hal Ware in 1933* (100-3-60-339) 

Investigation, including physical surveillances and technical sources, 
in-the Gregory case disclosed that Kramer was acquainted with the various 
individuals alleged by Chambers to be members of the Ware underground group. 

In addition, information furnished by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley in 
the Gregory case confirmed the information furnished by Chambers, Bentley 
recalled that during November, 1943, Jacob Golos stated that through Earl Browder 
he had recently been placed in contact with a group in Washington, D* C, Early 
in 1944, Browder arranged a meeting for Bentley with representatives of this 
group at the apartment of John Abt in New Tork City, According to Bentley, 
four individuals who were introduced as Victor Perlo, Charles Kramer, Harry 
Magdoff, and Edward Fitzgerald, as well as John Abt, were in attendance* She 
stated there was a general discussion as to the type of information which these 
people,with the exception of John Abt, would be able to furnish* It was app ar ent 
to her that these individuals, including John Abt, had been associated together 
for some time and engaged in furnishing information to Earl Browder, Subsequent 
meetings were held by representatives of this group in the apartment of Mary 
Price in New York City and Charles Kramer attended approximately three of these 
meetings, (65-56402-220) 

In the early part of 1946, Charles Kramer was in contact with Leon 
Josephson* Josephson is closely associated with numerous individuals engaged 
in Communist activity and associated with Communist organizations* In 1935 
Josephson was arrested in Copenhagen, Denmark, and charged with espionage on 
behalf of the Soviet Union. (Technical Surveillance on Charles Kramer) 

(65-56402-1019) 

On May 1, 1946, just before his departure for California to assist 
Representative Ellis D« Patterson in his primary election campaign there, 

Charles Kramer was observed to surreptitiously deposit in a refuse can in 
South Arlington, Virginia, a number of magazines and pamphlets, among which 
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were noted the followings Copies of "New Masses"} Copies of the "Communist"} 
Issues of "Political Affairs" for May, 1945 and March, 1946 edited by Earl 
Browder} Copies of "Soviet Bussia Today"} Pamphlets entitled, ’Moscow, Cairo, 
Teheran" by Earl Browder} "The 16 Soviet Republics", being Molotov’s report 
to the Soviet} "Talk About the Communist Party" by Earl Browder} "Stages in 
the History of the. Communist Party,» published by the Workers library Publishers 
"Policy for Victory" by Earl Browder} "Production for Victory" by Earl Browder} 
"A New Italy Arises" by GLusseppe Bertij "The Crisis in India" by James S* 
Allen} ^ "Turning Point for the World" by R. Palme Dutt} "Wage Policy in War 
Production" by Earl Browder} and "Production Front" by Maurice Dobb, M* A* 

(65-56402-1187) 

A reliable source reported that Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kramer 
received an invitation from the Soviet Embassy, Washington, D* C*, in 
November, 1946, to attend a reception held annually on November 7th in 
celebration of the November, 1917, Revolution. (Mail cover on Kramer) 

(65-56402-1918) 

Charles Kramer was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on August 27, 

1947, in Washington, D. C. When advised of the purpose of the interview 
he stated that he would rather not discuss it, and he r ema ined extremely 
uncooperative* (65-56402-2777) 

In connection with the Gregory investigation, infoimation about 
Kramer was furnished at various times to the Attorney General, the White House 
and other interested Government agencies* 
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CHARLES KRIEGER 



During the early 1920's, starting in March, 1920, a Charles Krieger 
■was investigated by the Bureau as an I.W.W. leader. However, inasmuch as 
Chambers did not identify Charles Krieger, it is not known if the Charles Krieger 
mentioned by Chambers is identical with* the Charles Krieger who was an I.W.W. 
leader. (OG-31783U) 



None. 


II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED. 
None. 



None. 


Ill (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None. 



During the interview with Chambers on May 10, 19L3> by„ New York Agents, 
he related how he had joined the Communist Party - that in the early part of 1921}. 
he contacted a Jewish friend, Sender Garlin, who was then connected with the 
Russian-lmeriean Relief. Garlin introduced Chambers to a man by the name of 
Charles Krieger (phonetic), who took Chambers to a small Communist Party meeting 
in the Hudson River District, where Chambers registered as a member of the 
Communist Party. (100-2£82l}-36) 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

An old 1923 report entitled "Radical Activities - Philadelphia District," 
states that Charles Krieger, the well-known I.Yif.'W. agitator, spoke at Philadelphia 
on December 9, 1923. In view of the activities of this Charles Krieger around the 
time that Chambers knew Charles Krieger in 1921;, it is likely that they are identical. 
However, inasmuch as Chambers merely mentioned a Charles Krieger (phonetic) as the 
individual who originally took him to a Communist Party meeting in 1921}, without 
furnishing any identifying data about him, and because Chambers did not indicate 
he had further contact with Charles Krieger, particularly during Chambers' underground 
activities, no specific investigation of Charles Krieger was instituted as a result 
of the allegations by Chambers. (61-71-119, P.l) 
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HARRY EMI® 







i. mtemg prior io chambers* allegations 

Ho active investigation of Harry Kweit was conducted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation prior to the information received from Chambers* 


II (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS OH May 13, 1942 

In speaking of water front activities Chambers said he had little 
information but that first known member of the party connected with the waterfront 
was Harry Kweit whom Chambers believed was an OGPU or Comintern Agent. The first 
group organized by Kweit was known as the Se aman 's Club. 


II (B) IHYSSTIGATIOH C0H1UCTED 

On the basis of the information from Chambers an active investigation 
of Harry Kweit was instituted on July 7, 1942. The instructions for this investi¬ 
gation also set forth that Harry Kweit had witnessed a fraudulent passport investi¬ 
gation on November 21, 1929, for Alexander Bittleman, a prominent Communist. It 
was also noted that Kweit had been sentenced to one year and Pne day on April 21, 

1936 for passport fraud. 100-132479-1 

The investigation of Kweit which included a reinterview of Chambers 
reflected that Kweit was born April 8, 1897, in Hew York. He entered the United 
States Havy on April 17, 1918, and received an honorable discharge September 30, 

1929. Former Communists have stated that Kweit served on special missions to the 
Comintern in Russia and was active in Communist Party activities among seaman 
during 1920»s. Kweit was ordered to leave India in 1930 by the’authorities 
allegedly because of Communist activity. Kweit had traveled to India on a 
fraudulent passport obtained in 1929. Kweit had been separated from Amy Schechter, 
a well known Hew York Communist, since 1930. Kweit was a licensed radio operator 
and on Hovember 10, 1942, went to sea as a radio operator on a merchant ship. He was 
reported lost at sea in the North Atlantic in May, 1943, after the ship he was on 
was bombed and sunk. 100-132479-10, 14 

It might be noted that Gerhart Eisler testified before an Alien Hearing 
Board in March, 1947, that "Harry" was his contact in the United States who arranged 
for his fraudulent United States passport in 1934. Leon Josephson in later 
testimony stated that the Harry referred to by Eisler was Harry Kweit who was dead. 
100-132479-22 
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III (A) CHAMBERS *' AIJjEGATIOIS II BERLE TOES OBTAINED IS JURE. 1943 

No information was set forth in these notes concerning Kweit. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MY 10» 1945 

Chambers' advised that Kweit organized a Seaman* s Club on the Waterfront 
in the twenties and that it was a very small affair and never got very far. He 
added following this that Kweit disappeared and nobody knew where he was or 
anything about his activities. He added, one day after his break with the Party 
when he was coming out. of the Carnegie Movie House, Kweit came out at the same 
time. He stated that Kweit looked somewhat like Gerhart Eisler and that he had 
married a woman who was a Communist Party organizer in the South under the name 
of Amy Schechter. 


IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No additional investigation was conducted as a result of the above 
information inasmuch as when obtained Kweit was dead. 
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_LOVELL 

I._INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS 



Inasmuch as no first name or identifying data was furnished by 
Berle concerning this individual, he could not be identified in 1943 with 
anyone who was mentioned in the Bureau’s files, and for the same reason 
he cannot be identified at this time. 

II. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MY 15, 1942 


None, 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

On page 2 of the Berle notes, in connection with a State Department 
group, there is the following notations 

"? 

(\7adleigh) Wadley - Trade Agreement Section 
Lovell - ’’ ** 

Communist Shop Group 

Elinor Nelson ** Laurence Duggan - Julien Wadleigh 
(100-258E4-27 page 2 enclosure) 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None. See Number I above. 

IV* (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 


None. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None. 
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MAN CANADA 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 
No investigation was conducted. 


II (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON May 13. 1942 

He furnished no information at this interview. 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN June. 1943 

There was no information concerning this matter in Berle notes. 


XV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON lay 10, 1945 

In connection with his activities as a courier Chambers was asked if he 
ever contacted other individuals besides those that he had previously mentioned. 

In connection with Deters, Chambers recalled that on one occasion he was instructed 
by Deters to proceed to Buffalo, New York, and to take a roan in the Statler Hotel 
and he was told that he would be contacted by a man from Canada who would give him 
a package which he was to deliver to Peters in New York. He explained that he 
did go to Buffalo as instructed and that he was contacted in the Statler Hotel by 
a man that he recalls very vaguely as about 5* 5 M in height, in his thirties, with 
a ruddy complexion. Chambers added that this person did not impress him very 
favorably and appeared to be very nervous and over cautious. Chambers did not know 
what the envelope contained which was delivered to him. 



IV (B) INVESTIGATION OONmriTOO 

No investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 
identify the above described person# 
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Dr. Isidore Miller 
alias Dr. Isador Miller 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS’ AT.TKQATTOMS 

None. 

IX (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAT 13. 1942 

On May 13, 1942 Whittaker Chambers stated that Isidore Miller was 
a chemist and connected with the Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey* Chambers 
stated that Miller was certainly in Russian circles and that Miller was a 
friend of Dr. Philip Rosenbliett* (100-25824-22, Page 5) 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No record has been found in the Bureau files of anyone who could 
be identified with Miller. 

HI (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BEKLB NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

It was reflected in the Berle Notes which were obtained in June, 
1943 that Dr. Philip Rosenbliett was connected with Dr. Isador Miller who 
was described as “Chemist’s Club, 41st Street" and was firther described 
as "Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, New Jersey." (100-25824-27, 

Page 1) 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None* 

IV (A) CHAMBERS’ MEBGATIDNS ON MAI 10. 1945 

On May 1.0, 1945 Whittaker Chambers advised that Dr* Philip 
Rosenbliett had mentioned on one or two occasions his connection with a Dr. 
Isidore Miller, whom he described as a chemist employed by or connected with 
the Explosive Arsenal at Picatinny, New Jersey. Miller was always referred 
to by Rosenbliett as Dr* and it appeared to Chambers that Miller and 
Rosenbliett met often at the Chemist’s Club on 41st Street* Chambers stated 
that he assumed that Miller might be .engaged in Communist underground 
activities. (100-25824-36, Page 5 ) 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None* 
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REi PAUL WILHELM MASSING, was 
Karl Billinger; 

HEDI TONE MASSING, wa 
Hedi Gumperz 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 



No active investigation was conducted* 

II (A). CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 

Chambers stated that in Washington there was a man by the name 
of Laurence Duggin (Duggan) who was not connected with the Communist under¬ 
ground but who, he believed, was connected with the OGPU. Chambers stated 
that Hedda Gumpertz (phonetic), whom he was told was an Austrian, was a 
direct contact of Duggin* He stated that Hedda Gumpertz was married to Paul 
Massing, who had written the book "Eat her land. 11 He stated that Mr. and Mrs. 
Massing were said to have broken with the Party and were said to be living 
near Quaker town, Pennsylvania. Chambers stated that he thought these two 
individuals were connected with the Russian terror apparatus of the OGPU and 
that in his opinion they did not really break with the party. 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


On the basis of Chambers* information, as active investigation of 
Paul and Hedi Massing was instituted on July 6, 1942. This investigation 
reflected that Hedi Tune Massing was formerly married to Gerhart Eisler, but 
divorced him in 1926 to become the wife of Julian Gumperz. 


Paul Wilhelm Massing is a German alien who was born on August 30, 

1902 at Grumbach, Germany. Paul Massing became a member of the Communist Party 
in 1928. In that year Hedi Massing left Julian Gumperz and is now the wife of 
Paul Massing. Hedi Massing was first active in Soviet espionage in Europe as 
early as 1930, later coming to the United States where she was active until 
1936. Paul Massing, after coming out of a German concentration camp came to 
the U. S. in 1933. In November of 1935 he went to Europe to work in the Soviet 
intelligence under the former Soviet Agent Ignatz Reiss. After Reiss was mur¬ 
dered in 1937 by Soviet Agents, Paul and Hedi Massing were called to Moscow and 
were interviewed for seven months by the NKVD concerning their work in the Reiss 
apparatus. They then returned to the United States, having reportedly broken 
with Soviet intelligence. 


Paul and Hedi Massing were extensively interviewed in March of 
1947 by Special Agents of the Eederal Bureau of Investigation, at which time 




Kisseloff-26423 







gotaxmrang 

they gave a great deal of valuable information concerning Soviet espionage. 
o? 6 ? b otb continued to be cooperative and valuable in identifying persons 
engaged in Soviet espionage in the 1930*s, up to the present time. 

(65-9940-97,100) 

. . Copies of reports concerning the Massings have been sent to the 

SSJJfJ j£ 0f 1 the Department of -Justice and dissemination of information 

received from the Massings has been made available to the other Government agencies. 

Ill (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

Mr. Berle’s notes reflect the following: 

•West European Div'n - Field - still in - 
(Levine says he is out went into I.E.O. 

Then in Committee for Repatriation 
His leader was Hedda Gompertz.*' 

HI (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


notes. 


No additional investigation was conducted based upon Mr. Berle«s 


Iv (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945. 

Rnmw. Chambers stated that Duggin had been a close associate of Hedda 

^SS3f D ^°.. :LS nu re f entl7 mrried Paul Massing, author of the book- 

S ? . Chambers stated that Duggin»s association with Hedda Gomperts, 

a tKiioated ttat Baggio .night pcSHHyTsfe-Eita - 

TV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

TT-,- a , Wo a ^ di ‘ti°nal^investigation.was conducted based upon this information. 
Hedi assmg when interviewed m the s pring of 1947 stated that Duggin had never 
worked in Soviet Intelligence to her knowledge and was not a Communist insofar 
as she knew. (65-9940-94) 
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GEORGE MINK 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS * ALT.EGATTnMfi 




By letters dated February 23, March 11, and March 23, 1935, the 
Danish State Police requested the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 
conduct an investigation of George Mink, Leon Josephson and Nicholas Sherman, 
who were then in custody in Denmark charged with Soviet espionage* The Danish 
authorities stated that Mink had in his possession three American passports 
which were later found to be United States passports fraudulently obtained* 
Mink allegedly had been born on April 23, 1899 at Scranton, Pennsylvania, 
although no such birth record has ever been located* It is believed that he 
was actually born in Russia* The investigation of Mink reflected he was 
well known in waterfront and Communist circles, having been to Moscow and 
having acted as a representative of the Red International of Labor Unions 
(Profintern)* Mink was also reported to have, been active during the Civil 
War in Spain as a Soviet Agent* (61-8648-20^^^^ 

Mink*s whereabouts since 1940 are not known although he has been 
variously reported as in many cities in the United States, in Russia and 
most often in Mexico City* ( 6 I- 8648 - 65 ) 

II (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13* 1942 


Chambers stated that Mink had been very active in a Seaman* s Club 
which had been organized by the Communist Party and which had been under the 
leadership of Harry Kweit* Chambers said that Mink later took over this 
organization which thereupon became more active* Chambers believes that Mink 
was a member of the OGPU terrorist group* He statedi that Mink was in this 
country in 1938 and 1939 and that he believed he was on a mission to assassinate 
Trotsky* He stated that there was evidence that Mink was active in the OGPU 
in Spain and had a hand in some murder* He said that Mink was a close friend 
of Earl Browder and is a nephew of Alexander LosOfaky, who was the organizer 
of the Profintern* He stated that Mink was always a Stalinist which would 
certainly qualify him for the OGPU* He said that Mink had been one of the 
Soviet Agents arrested in Denmark in 1935 and that the arrest had been caused 
by Mink* s attempted rape of a chambermaid* He stated that as far as he knew 
Mink then dropped out of the picture until he reappeared in the United States 
in connection with the Trotsky assignment* 


II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No additional investigation was conducted on the basis of Chambers* 
information inasmuch as extensive investigation was already being conducted 
regarding Mink* 






III CHAMBERS* AHg&ATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUKE, 19L3 

No information is contained in the Berle Notes regarding Mink* 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALT3SOATTONS ON MAY 10* 1945 

Chambers stated that he was acquainted with George Mink and had 
seen him several times around the offices of the Daily Worker and the 
Communist Party headquarters in the early 1930* s before Mink was arrested 
in Denmark for espionage* He advised that he had no definite information 
indicating that Mink had returned to the United States as he had stated 
during the 1942 interview but observed that the rumor that Mink had 
returned to the United States in 1930 was so persistent that he believed 
there must be some basis to it* He said that according to the best of his ■ 
recollection the rumor was to the effect that Mink had come to the United 
States in 1930 and had gone to Florida where he had taken a ship to Latin 
America* 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No additional investigation was conducted on the basis of Chambers* 
allegations as set forth above* 
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Mones 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ATX.TOATTOM8 

None. 

II (A) CHAMBERS* mm ON MAY 13, 1942 

None* 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None* 

III (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED* IN JUNE* 1943 

None* 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 30* 1945 

On May 10, 1945 Whittaker Chambers advised that Dr. Philip 
Rosenbliett had mentioned a very intimate friend of his by the name of Mones* 
Chambers stated that he believed tha t Mones had been living in franco bat was 
not certain about this. (100-25824-367"”Page 5) ' ’ ~ ~ ” 

IV (Bl INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No record has been found in the Bureau Hies of anyone who could be 
identified with the individual described as Mones. 



114 



Kisseloff-26427 






MARK MOREN, 
Mark Moranj 
Mack Morenj 


was. 

Philipovitchj 
Mack Moran 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 
None. 

I. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

None, 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS ‘ ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

In the Berle Notes obtained in June, 1943, there appeared the 
following notations: 

“Rosenbliett - in U.S. 

‘•was ‘front* behind Mack Moren - existed in Miller*s 
employ - knew Pressman - his alias was ‘Cole Phillips 1 
— Introduced him to Mack Moren, buying arms for 
Spanish (Loyalist) Government — Pressman — as counsel — 
helped Moren — made a flight to Mexico with him$ forced 
down at Brownsville, Texas, in late 1936 or early 1937 — 
probably fall of 1936.*' (100-25824-27, p. 1) 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No record has been found in the Bureau files of anyone who could 
be identified with this individual. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

On May 10, 1945, "Whittaker Chambers stated that Mark Moren or 
Moran was somewhat of a mythical underground character who was heard about 
in Communist circles during the Spanish Civil War. Chambers stated that he 
did not know Moren and did not know of any information that would identify 
him. Chambers stated that on many occasions J. Peters told him about the 
activities of Moren and had explained to him that he was purchasing arms 
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and ammunition to be shipped to the Loyalists in Spain. Peters had further 
advised that Lee Pressman had been accompanied by Moren to Mexico late in 
1936 and that a small Texas newspaper had reported both of their names in 
connection with an airplane accident near Brownsville, Texas. Chambers 
could not furnish any additional information concerning Moren and stated 
that he did not believe that Moren had an alias of Philipovitch as had 
been set forth in the notes of the conversation between Berle and Chambers. 
(100-25824-36, Page 8) 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None. 
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ELINOR NELSON, was. 
ELEANOR NELSCN 
ELEANOR NELSON PORTER 
ELEANOR NELSON SOYRING 


I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

Eleanor Nelson, who is believed to be identical with Elinor Nelson, 
Eleanor Nelson Porter, and Eleanor Nelson Soyring, has been the subject of 
Bureau investigation since December, 1940, in connection with an Internal 
Security - G investigation. In March, 1941# the Attorney General authorized 
an investigation of Eleanor Nelson at the request of the Secretary of Labor., 
It was ascertained from the personnel files of the Department of Labor that 
Eleanor Nelson Porter had been employed by the Department of Labor from 
August, 1929, until June 30, 1937, when she had resigned as an assistant 
economic analyst. It was ascertained through discreet inquiry in October, 
1941, at the offices of the United Federal Workers of America in Washington, 
D. C., that Eleanor Nelson was national secretary-treasurer of the UFWA at 
that time. As a result of this information, the Hatch Act investigation was 
discontinued. In 1941, ^r. Paul Porter, the. husband of Eleanor Nelson from 
1933 to 1934, described his former wife as being a Communist. 

(101-352-x3,x2,x4,2,17,18) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

None. 

U* (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 



The investigation concerning the Communist activities of Eleanor 
Nelson was continued during this period. 

in. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERLS NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

In -the Berle notes furnished to the Bureau'in June, 1943, there 
appeared the name of Elinor Nelson, and she was described as the treasurer 
of the Federal Employees Union (Federal Workers Union, CIO - headed by Jake 
Baker). (100-25824-27 page 2) 

HI. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The investigation continued concerning the Communist activities 
of Eleanor Nelson, but the data furnished in the Berle notes pertaining to 
Elinor Nelson was not included in the investigative reports pertaining to . 
Eleanor Nelson. 

17. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

None. 
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I IV. (B) 


INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 






Investigation concerning the Communist activities of Nelson is 
presently in a pending status and copies of pertinent investigative reports 
concerning this inquiry have heen furnished to the Division of Records in 
the Department. 


118 



Kisseloff-26431 











NATHAN PEHLO'J 
(VICTOR PERLO) 


I. INSTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 

None 

II. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON HAT 13. 1942 

None 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
None 



III. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN B3RLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 1943 

r 

None 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
None 


IV. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 10, 1945 

On May 10, 1945, TJhittaker Chambers advised that Nathan Perlow was a 
member of the Harold TJare group of the Communist Party underground in approximately 
1935. He described Perlow as being associated at that time viith the Brookings 
Institute in VJashington, D. C. Chambers also stated that after the death of Harold 
Hare a meeting was held and at this meeting John Abt was elected the new leader 
of the group. Chambers stated that he was present at this meeting which took place 
in the residence of Henry Collins and that to the best of his recollection the 
following persons were present at this meeting: Charles Kramer, Lee Pressman, 

Henry Collins, Nathan Perlovj, and J. Peters. Chambers further stated that Nathan 
Perlovj had been the other candidate for leader and that he received only one vote. 
100-25824-36 p. 11 and 14 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

A search of the Bureau files fails to reflect an individual with the name 
of Nathan Perlovj answering the description set forth by Chambers. In November 





1945 an intensive investigation was initiated concerning the activities of 
Victor Perlo as a result of information furnished by Elizabeth Terrill 
Bentley alleging that Perlo was a member of a Soviet espionage ring. 

65-56402-220 

This investigation reflected that on November 7, 1945, Victor Perlo 
was employed by the Research Coordinators Staff, Bureau of Progress and 
Statistics in the Office of the Director of the Civil Production Administra¬ 
tion. On December 14, 1945, he transferred to the Division of Monetary 
Research in the Treasury Department. He resigned from the Treasury Department 
on or about March 31, 1947. 65-56402-219, 2477 

As a result of the information which Elizabeth Bent Hey furnished in 
the fall of 1945, a memorandum dated February 21, 1946, captioned "Underground 
Soviet Espionage Organization (NKVD) in Agencies of the United States 
Government” was furnished to General Harry H. Vaughan, Military Aide to the 
President, to the Secretary of State and the Attorney General. This 
memorandum was distributed on February 25, 1946, and contained a summary on 
Victor Perlo. The summary on Perlo included the information on Nathan 
Perlow as furnished by Whittaker Chambers. It was pointed out in this 
memorandum that Nathan Perlow may be identical with Victor Perlo*., Chambers 
advised that Nathan Perlow was an economist and formerly associated with the 
Brookings Institute in Washington, D. C. The credit records in Washington, 

D. C., reflect that Victor Perlo was employed at Brookings Institute as a 
mathematician and reviewer. 65-56402-573 

In 1947 Whittaker Chambers was shown the photograph of Victor Perlo 
and at the time identified Nathan Perlow as being identical with Victor Perlo. 
65-56402-2260, page 73 

Distribution of information developed through the case entitled 
“Nathan Gregory Silvermaster” has been furnished to the Attorney General, The 
White House and other government agencies. The complete listing of this 
distribution has been set forth previously in connection with the Nathan 
Gregory Silvermaster investigation. 65-56402-621 
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POST 

RICHARD HOWELL .POST 


I» INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS » ALLEGATIONS 
None. 

IX. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1%2 

On May 13, 1942, Whittaker Chambers advised that there was a man 
by the name of Post, who was obtained to work in connection with the under¬ 
ground movement of the Communist Party. Chambers described Post as an an¬ 
thropologist connected with skull measurements in the WPA and later became 
co-editor of the State Departments house organ (State Department's publi¬ 
cation). (100-25824-22 page 3) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


None. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS'- ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

In the notes furnished to the Bureau in June, 1943, by Mr. Berle, 
there appeared the name of Post under the heading "State". Post was described 
as having the editorship of the Foreign Service Journal and was in the 
Alexandria Unit of the Communist Party, and was in the "underground apparatus." 
(100-25824-27 page 2) 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

17. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

On May 10, 1945, Whittaker Chambers identified Post as the editor 
in 19.39 of the Foreign Service Journal of the State Department. He stated 
that he first met Post in his home in Alexandria, Virginia, when Chambers 
addressed a,small unit meeting of the Communist underground, of which Post 
was the leader. He said that this group was one of the newer groups which 
had been created, and that it was considered.very weak on doctrine, and 
that he had been assigned to give them an "indoctrination pep talk." 

Chambers stated that to the best of his recollection Post had been employed 
by the WPA on a project of measuring babies' heads. At the time of Chambers' 
visit to Post's home, he stated that he was very much surprised to find that 
Post, a leader of a Communist underground unit, was living in such a 
sumptuous home. He explained that Post's wife spoke a very rarified form 
of English, and that they had two negro maids as servants. 

(100-2582-36 page 12) 


121 


Kisseloff-26434 








IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


As a result of a State Department inquiry concerning Richard H, 
Post, that Department was orally furnished information concerning the 
allegations made by "Whittaker Chambers concerning one Post on September 26, 
1947* (121-63-1) 

On December 29, 1947, a loyalty investigation was initiated on 
Richard Howell Post, foreign service official in the State Department. 

The request for report of loyalty data form signed by Richard Howell Post 
reflected that he was born January 17, 1904, in New York, New York. From 
May, 1937, to October, 1937, he was employed in the United States Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. From October, 1937, to January, 1940, 
he stated that he was unemployed, but had a part-time job with the Foreign 
Service Journal. From January, 1940, to the date of the request (September 3 
1947) it was indicated that Post was employed in the Foreign Service Branch 
of the State Department. This form indicated that from May, 1937, to May, 
1939, Richard Howell Post resided at 212 South Pitt Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia. (121-63-4) 

In connection with the loyalty investigation, Whittaker Chambers 
was reinterviewed on February 7, 1948, when he again advised that he first 
met a Mr. Post in the latter's home in Alexandria, Virgina. He stated that 
this was in approximately 1936, and that he was introduced to Mr. Post at 
that time by J. Peters. During this interview, Whittaker Chambers was 
shown a photograph of Richard Howell Post and was asked to identify the 
photograph in connection with the Post he had previously described. Chambers 
then advised, "I am not able to recognize or deny that this photograph is 
a picture of the Post whom I knew to be associated with the State Department, 
and at whose home in Alexandria, Virginia, I addressed a Communist Party 
cell. It has been such a long period since I have seen Post that I don't 
feel able to state that this photograph is a picture of Post." (121-63- 
27, page 3j 121-63-33) 

On May 1, 1948, four copies each of the investigative reports 
reflecting the results of the loyalty investigation were forwarded to the 
Civil Service Commission. (121-63-34) 

Photostatic copies of these reports are presently being prepared 
for submission to the Department of Justice. 
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WEBSTER POWELL, WITH ALIAS; 
WEB POWELL 

I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 



In July, 1940 the Los Angeles Office advised that it had received a 
report from the Eos Angeles County Sheriff's Office which disclosed that a 
Mrs. Webster Powel, nee Alice Mendham, and her husband, Webster Powel, were 
then employed by the Government on the Labor Relations Board. The report 
stated further that, according to Mrs. Carrie Greene, 820 South Cochran Avenue, 

Los Angeles, Alice Mendham became interested in Communism at Columbia University, 
New York City, and that upon completing her course there she inherited a small 
fortune and went to Moscow, Russia for instructions and training. According to 
Mrs. Greene, Alice Mendham, while en route to Russia met her husband, Webster 
Powel, who was en route to Russia for the same purpose. Mrs. Powel reportedly 
resided at Trotsky* s home in Russia for more than a year. Mrs. Greene stated 
that Mr. and Mrs. Powel had recently passed through Los Angeles en route to 
San Diego, California, and that due to the Trotsky connection in Russia, she 
believed the puxpose of their trip at that time was to enable Mrs. Powel to 
contact Trotsky at some nearby place. (61-10404-i) 

Photostatic material obtained in 1942 from Halter Steele, of the 
National Republic Magazine, includes a letterhead of the National Co mmi ttee 
to Aid Striking Miners Fighting Starvation, 799 Broadway, New York City, containing 
a form letter dated in November, 1931* The letterhead- set forth the names of a 
number of individuals, apparently sponsors of the Committee, and one of the 
names was that of Webster Powell, * (100-153571-1 Enc.) 

In August, 1940, the San Diego Office advised that Alice Coe Mendham 
was listed as a Philadelphia member of the Philadelphia Committee of the 
National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners in 1934. (61-10404-2) 


On November 4, 1941, a technical source disclosed that Miss Alice 
Mendham asked the Soviet Embassy in Washington for the name of the Washington 
agent who handled Soviet bonds. According to the source, the inquiry was on 
behalf of a friend who had such bonds^g^)^ (65-30092-512) 

A membership list of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
in 1941 contained the name. Miss Alice Coe Mendham, Green Acres School, Silver 
Spring, Maryland, SHephard-5138. (100-4590-9 Page 162) 

In 1941 a highly confidential source furnished a list of persons 
connected with the Capital City Forum, an allegedly radical lecture group in 
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the District of Columbia, which included the name Webster Powell, Maesfolly 
Farm, Silver Spring, Maryland, which indicated that his name was obtained from 
the contact list of the League of Industrial Democracy* (100-26255-1 P*82) 

Copies of correspondence and other material of the United Spanish 
Aid Committee disclosed in June, 1942 the names of Mr. and Mrs. Webster Powell 
as persons who were believed to be in the Committee’s active indices. 

(100-7061-124 P.21) 

During an interview with Charles E. Persons, Trial Examiner, National 
Labor Relations Board, Washington, D. C., and Henry J. Kent, also of the NLRB, 
on January 9> 1943, by an Agent of the Washington Field Office, they referred 
to a Communist faction in the NLRB and named Webster Powell as one of the 
NLRB employees in that faction. (62-41918-96) 

In January, 1947 a highly confidential source furnished the names 
in the address book of Henry Hill Collins, Jr. Under a heading of "Foreign” 
were included two names as follows: 

"Web Powell 

Alice Powell, Australia" (101-1335-18 P.19) 

II (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13. 1942 
None. 

II (®) investigation conducted 

None. 

III (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

None. 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

None. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

During the interview with Chambers on May 10, 1945 by New York Agents 
Chambers stated that Harold Yfare, now deceased, was the leader in .1935 of a 
group of high-salaried Government employees who were Communist Party members. 





but that their activities with the Party had ceased when they were transferred 
to the Communist Party underground. Chambers recalled the following individuals 
as members of the Ware Underground Group: 

John Abt 
lee Pressman 
Henry Collins 

Nathan Perlo (later identified by Chambers as 
Victor Perlo) 

Charles Kramer, also known as Charles Krivitsky 
Alger Hiss 
Donald Hiss 
Post 
iiathan Witt 

and an unnamed man who was described as the 
husband of Alice Mendham. 

Concerning the latter individual, Chambers stated that he could not 
recall the name of this man, but remembered him to be a short fellow who 
was the husband of Alice Mendham, who ran a school on the Virginia side of 
Washington. He was unable to recall this man well' enough to give ary physical 
description of him. (100-25824-36) 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

During an interview with Alger Hiss on June 2, 1947 by Bureau Agents, 
he stated that he had known Alice Mendham since about 1933 or 1934 when she 
was running a children’s school. He stated that her husband’s last name was 
Powell, but that he could not recall his first name* (65-56402-2530, P.6) 
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JULIET STUART POYNTZ, WAS. 

JULIET STUART POYNTZ GLASER, 

JULIET STEWART POINTS, JULIET STUART GLASER, 
JULIA GLASER, JULIA POYNTZ 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS '■ ALLEGATIONS 



Juliet Stuart Poyntz was bom November 25, 1S86 at Omaha, Nebraska, 
and married Frederick Franz Ludwig Glaser on October 8, 1913. (100-206603-7 p.2) 


From 1928 to 1934- Juliet Poyntz was active in Communist Party circles 
in the vicinity of New York and in 1928 was the Communist candidate for Attorney 
General of New York. On June 3, 1937, Juliet Poyntz mysteriously disappeared 
from her quarters at the American Women 1 s Association Club, 353 West 57th Street, 
New York City. According to accounts appearing in New York papers at that time 
various reasons were assigned as explanation of why she might have disappeared. 

The first of these reasons was that she had broken with the Communist Party 
and was writing a book of memoirs in which she exposed Communism and the inter¬ 
working of the Russian Military Intelligence Service. Anbther reason why she 
may have disappeared, according to the New York ftorld Telegram, was the fact 
that she was litigating the estate of her husband. Dr. Frederick Glaser, an 
economist connected with the German Consulate in New York City. The Daily 
Worker admitted that Juliet Poyntz had been a member of the Communist Party 
until 1934- but the Party disavowed any entanglement in her disappearance. 
(100-206603-3 p. 2) 

11 • ( A ) CHAMBERS,* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

_ Whittaker Chambers advised on May 13, 1942, that he was convinced that 
Krivitsky was forced to kill himself and that Julia Poyntz was kidnapped and 
killed by the OGPU. (100-25824-22) 

II. (E) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


An investigation was instituted by the Bureau concerning the disappearance 
of Juliet Poyntz in 1944 to ascertain whether Juliet Poyntz’s disappearance was 
a real disappearance or one manufactured by the NKVD with the purpose of enabling 
Juliet Poyntz to function more effectively in the ranks of the NKVD. (1L00-206602-3 p.2) 

III. (A) CHAMBER SI ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED El JUNE 1943 

None 

HI. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The above mentioned investigation concerning the disappearance of 
Juliet Poyntz was initiated in 1944. (100-206603-3 p. l) 
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IV. (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS OF MAY 10, 1945 

On May 10, 1945, TShittaker Chambers* attention was invited to the 
allegation that he had previously made concerning the disappearance of Juliet 
Poyntz. YJhittaker Chambers stated, at that time, that he did not recall ever 
making any statement concerning the disappearance of Poyntz and advised that 
he had never had any information omihich to base such a remark. He pointed 
out that in conversations with many different individuals he had discussed^ 
Poyntz »s disappearance but that he had never run across any information which 
he would consider factual or which would constitute a logical lead as to her 
whereabouts• (100-25824-36 p. 16) 

IV. (B) 3NVESTIGATICN CONDUCTED 



The investigation concerning the disappearance of Juliet Poyntz 
continued until December 1945 after Elizabeth Terrill Bentley advised that 
she had never heard of Juliet Poyntz subsequent to her mysterious disappearance 
and that Jacob Golos had advised her that Juliet Poyntz had been "liquidated.** 
(100-206603-15 p. 1) 

The Bureau »s files do not reflect that reports on its investi¬ 
gation of Juliet Poyntz were distributed outside the Bureau. 
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lee PRESSMAN 
ALIAS LEON PRESSMAN 



I. INVESTIGATION PSEOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

An investigation of Lee Pressman, whose correct name is Leon Pressman, 
was initiated in 1941 upon a review of information in the files of the 
Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D. C., indicating that Pressman 
was possibly a member of the Communist Party. 100-11820-1 p. 1 


H. (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

On Hay 13, 1942, Y.hittaker Chambers advised that prior to 1937 he 
and Harold Ware began to organize the men in the Hew Deal and to make such 
individuals a part of the underground organization of the Communist Party. 
He stated that one of the converts at that time was Lee Pressman of the AAA 
who had since gone to the CIO on the direct advice of the Party itself. 
Chambers advised that it was important that Pressman should be Lewis* right 
hand man. 100-25824-22 p. 3 


II. (B) INVESTIGATION COMPACTED 

The allegations made by Whittaker Chambers on May 13, 1942, were 
set forth in the report of Special Agent Russell B. White, New York, New York, 
dated 3-29-43, entitled “Leon Pressman, wa.". A copy of this report was 
furnished to the Division of [Records in the Department of Justice on April 12, 
1943. 100-11820-31 p. 2 

Investigation conducted as a result of the information furnished by 
Chambers reflects that the personnel file of Lee Pressman was examined at the 
Department of Agriculture. This file reflected that on July 13, 1933 Pressman 
was appointed as Chief Attorney in the AAA at six; thousand dollars per annum 
in Washington, D. C. He resigned this position on February 2, 1935. From 
July 1, 1935 until June 30, 1939 he held various administrative positions in 
the Resettlement Administration and the Farm Security Administration. 
100-11820-19 p. 3 . 

Subsequent to his government employment he was appointed General 
Counsel for the National CTO. 100-11820-31 


IH. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN Eg NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE'1943 

The notes obtained from Mr. Berle in June 1943 contained the following 



Kisseloff-26441 







notations: 


"RosenbUett - in U.S. was ’front* behind Mack Moren - 
existed in Miller's employ - knew Pressman - his alias 
was *Cole Phillips* - Introduced him to Mack Moren, buying 
arms for Spanish (Loyalist) Government — Pressman - as 
counsel - helped Moren — made a flight to Mexico with himj 
forced down at Brownsville, Texas, in late 1936 or early 
1937 — probably fall of 1936." 

The notes also reflected that Pressman was in the underground organized by 
the late Harold Ware. The notes furtherisad as follows: "Pressman was in his 
group (1932-3?) Pressman then in the AM," and also reflected that Donald Hiss 
was a member of the Communist Party with Pressman and Witt. 100-25824-27, p.l&4 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The investigation concerning Pressman continued but the information 
.set forth in the Berle notes was not included in the investigative reports 
covering the activities of Pressman. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 


On May 10, 1945, Whittaker Chambers advised that Mark Moren was 
somewhat of a mythical underground character who was heard about in Communist 
circles during the Spanish Civil War. J. Peters had informed Chambers that 
Lee Pressman had accompanied Moren to Mexico late in 1936 and that a smai i 
Texas newspaper had reported both of their names in connection with an airplane 
accident near Brownsville, Texas. Chambers stated that Lee Pressman was a 
member of the Harold Ware underground group of the Communist Party and des¬ 
cribed Pressman as later becoming General Counsel of the National CIO. Chambers 
advised that after Harold Ware's death a meeting took place in the home of 
Henry Collins and that John Abt was elected leader of this group. Chambers 
stated that he was present at this meeting and to the best of his recollection 
the following persons were present at that time: Charles Kramer, Lee pressman, 
Henry Collins, Nathan Perlow, and J, Peters. 100-25824-36, p. 34 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


On March 25, 1946, the Washington Field Office furnished the Bureau 
and New York a summary of the activities of Lee Pressman and this memorandum 
contained the allegations made by Whittaker Chambers on May 10, 1945. This 
summary was not furnished to any outside agencies and the allegations made by 
Chambers on May 10, 1945, have not been included in an investigative report 
concerning the activities of Pressman, 100-11820-62 


The investigation concerning the activities of Lee Pressman is 
presently in a pending status. According to an article appearing in the February 
9, 1948, issue of the CIO News, Pressman resigned as General Counsel of the 
CIO on February 6, 1948. 100-11820-419, p. 2 
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Re: FRANCIS VICTOR RENO, was 
Victor Reno, Vincent Reno, 
Lance Clark, "Ves". 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO, CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 


Francis Victor Reno was brought to the attention of the Bureau 
on December 20, 1939 when data was provided by the Intelligence Officer 
of the Third Corps Area, United States Army, reflecting that this 
individual was a civilian employee at the Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
Maryland and was reported to have been an active Communist while in 
college. The Army Intelligence Officer advised that an investigation 
was then being conducted of Reno, based upon a request by the Yfar 
Department. 

The substance of this information indicated that Reno, while a 
student at the University of Virginia, had been active in a group known 
as the National Students League, which was allegedly a Communist 
organization. The Army had checked with representatives at the University 
and had been informed that Reno during his student days had been c on- 
sidered an active radical. The Army stated that their investigation 
had failed to indicate that Reno was engaged at that time in subversive 
activities and that a report of the investigation had been returned to 
the War Department without any recommendation. 

It was noted that Reno had been employed as a civilian by the 
Army originally on July 26, .1937 as a mathematician and worked in the 
computing section of the Ballistic Research Laboratory. The Army file 
indicated that Reno was bom at Salt Lake City on May iU, 1911 and 
attended the University of Virginia from 1932 to 1935, graduating with 
a Masters Degree. The information further indicated that the employee 
had previously worked for the YiPA in Washington as an Assistant Statistical 
Clerk from September 1935 to March 1937. (Victor Reno, according to 
Amy records, had a brother named Philip Reno who was employed by the 
.Social Security Board.) The Army Intelligence officer.xequ eg.t.edJjh^'LjaQ. 

[ iny ggi&gaM^a^be, made.,o f... Reno^b y^the^EBJ. No investigation was made of 
Reno by the Bureau based upon this information. 


II CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 191+2 

This individual was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview 
on the above date. 



Tnihi ■ r i* u- 
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111 ( A ) CHAMBERS 1 AL legations in berle NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1 9k3 

The Berle notes, based upon an interview of Chambers in 1939, 
contain the following reference to one Vincent Reno, who is apparently 
identical with Francis Victor Reno; 

“ Vincent Reno - Nov/ at Aberdeen Proving Grounds - 
Computer - Math. Assist, to Col. Zomig 
(Aerial bomb sight Detectors) 

Formerly CP organizer under alias *Lance Clark*. 1 * 

(100-2582U-27) 

HI (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It does not appear from the Bureau files that investigation was 
conducted of this individual based upon the reference in the Berle notes. 

However, in the report of the Intelligence Division, Third 
Service Command, Baltimore, Maryland dated December 15, 19h3, a copy of 
which was furnished the Bureau, the Army set forth the results of its 
investigation of Francis Victor Reno which in substance disclosed that 
while taking his Masters Degree at the University of Virginia from 1932 
to 1935, Reno was involved in the National Students $ League, created 
considerable agitation on the campus and evidenced general Communistic 
tendencies. The Army report reflected, however, that during his employ¬ 
ment at the Aberdeen Proving Ground from 1935 to the date of the report, 
there had been no indication of any such tendencies on his part. A 
recommendation was made in the report to place Reno under further 
observation and to develop fully his background from 1935 to 1937 * 

It is to be noted that the Army was provided with a copy of 
the report prepared by the Baltimore Office of the FBI dated November 
1, 19U3 reflecting an investigation of Philip Reno, brother of Francis 
Victor Reno, and indicating that Philip Reno had reportedly been brought 
to Baltimore, Maryland by Dr. Blumberg to work for the Communist party. 
This report also reflected that Philip Reno was associating with known 
Communists in his position as editor of the official organ of a local 
labor organization, which had been reported by informants to be 
Communist dominated. This report also contained information concerning 
Francis Victor Reno. 

( 61 - 7728 - 2 ) 
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IV (A) CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 10, I9b$ 


This invididual was not mentioned in the Chambers interview 
on the above date. 


If (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

Information was provided by the Baltimore Office on March 1, 
19U8 concerning Francis Victor Reno in connection with the investigation 
of loyalty of Government employees. This information indicated that 
data was available concerning this individual to the Baltimore Office 
indicating that he was at one time employed by the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground and making reference to information previously furnished by 
Amy Intelligence. The Baltimore Office also indicated that information 
had been received on July 21, I 9 I 4.7 indicating that one Lance Clark, 
whose real name was Reno, had in August, 1936 recruited a confidential 
informant of the Baltimore Office into the Farmers Labor Party at 
Cumberland, Maryland. The source stated that a meeting of this party 
had taken place in the month of September, 1936 at which time the 
informant learned for the first time that he had Ah fact joined the 
Communist Party. Lance Clark upon being questioned concerning this by 
the informant reportedly stated that the Communists were the spark plugs 
of the Farmers Labor party and "what is the difference in a name if the 
program and aims are identical?" 

(121-1765-1 

The Baltimore Office was instructed on March 12, I 9 I 48 by the 
Bureau to ascertain immediately whether or not Francis Victor Reno was 
still an employee of the Government at the Aberdeen Proving Ground. 

(121-1765-1) 

The Baltimore Office advised on March 20, 19U8 that it had 
determined from Army authorities that on July 16, 19hl Reno had become 
ill and had subsequently been moved to a hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. 
The last report had indicated that his condition was extremely critical 
and his recovery was questionable. 

(121-1765-2) 

On March 31? 19^8, the Bureau advised the Baltimore Office that 
in view of these circumstances, no further investigation should be con¬ 
ducted but that arrangements should be made with the Army Intelligence 
authorities at the Aberdeen Proving Ground to advise immediately in the 
event Reno returned to active service vith the Government. 

( 121 - 1765 - 2 ) 
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Re: PHILIP RENO, alias Phil Reno 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 



On August 13, 19l*l the Washington Field Office ad-vised the 
Bureau in connection with the Hatch Act that Philip Reno, an employee of 
the Social Security Board, had reportedly appeared on the mailing or 
membership lists of the American Peace Mobilization, Washington, D. C. 

(101-163U-1) 


On August 27, 19Ul a memorandum -was forwarded to Mr. Matthew 
F. McGuire, Assistant to the Attorney General, setting forth available 
information concerning Reno in accordance 7/ith the existing Congressional 
instructions and requesting whether investigation should be conducted. 

It' is noted that the information provided in addition to the data con¬ 
cerning possible affiliation with the American Peace Mobilization that in 
August, 1936, information was submitted to the effect that Philip Reno, 
Social Security Board Lodge No. 21*5, was reportedly a Communist or a 
sympathizer of that movement. In addition, it was reported that one 
Philip Reno, according to a confidential source, employed by the Social 
Security Board, Washington, D. C., was a close associate in the 
Communist activities of one Sam Bean, who was described as being a 
Communist. Also included was a report by a confidential source received 
during December, 19l*0, that Philip Reno, employed by the Social Security 
Board, Washington, d. c., was allegedly the Communist Patty organizer 
for the Federal employees in Washington, D. C. This same source stated 
that Reno addressed a Communist meeting at the Rubber Workers Hall, 
Cumberland, Maryland during the summer of 1939 and that the meeting was 
allegedly for members and perspective members of the Communist Party. 

The informant advised that Reno's presence at such a meeting would 
definitely indicate his membership in the Party although he had not 
definitely stated he was a Communist. 

• (IOI-I 63 U-I) 

On November 12, 19l*l, available information was likewise for¬ 
warded to Mr. L. M. C. Smith, Chief of the Special Defense Unit, 
Department of Justice. 

(101-163U-2) 


Investigation in connection with the Hatch Act as reported by 
the Washington Field Office on February 9, 19i*2, indicated that Philip 
Reno was employed by the Social Security Board of the Federal Security 
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Agency from'April 27, 1936 to that date. His name appeared on the Dies 
Committee list as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action. It was also confidentially reported that the name of his wife, 
Ruth Reno, appeared on the active indices of this organization and that 
the names of both Reno and his wife appeared on the active indices of 
the American Peace Mobilization, later known as the American Peoples 
Mobilization. The auto registered to Reno was observed in the vicinity 
of an anti-conscription meeting of the .American peace Mobilization on 
September 1, 19l0. Informants further revealed that the intimates of 
Reno are also identified with either one or both of the aforenamed 
organizations and among these are two individuals reported to be known 
Communists. Ruth Reno, wife of Philip Reno, was reportedly employed 
until May, 19ll as the private secretary of Sidney R. Katz, who was 
allegedly one of the leaders of the Communist movement in the District 
of Columbia. 

(101-1631-9) 

Further investigation by the Denver, Colorado Office indicated 
that Reno had been transferred to the Social security Board, Denver 
Regional Office on February 3, 19ll« Available informants advised that 
it was not definitely known whether Reno was a member of the Communist 
Party but was reported at least sympathetic with its views. 

In accordance with the established procedure for conducting 
Hatch Act investigations, Reno was interviewed by a Bureau agent at 
Denver, Colorado on March 16, 1912. Under oath he denied past or present 
membership in the Communist Party, but declined to answer questions oft 
whether he was a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, 
American Youth Congress, American Peoples Mobilization or the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties. 

( 101 - 1631 - 11 ) 

Reno also denied having addressed a Communist Party meeting at 
Cumberland, Maryland or a Communist meeting anywhere at any time and 
further denied attending an anti-conscription meeting of the American 
Peace Mobilization. 

( 101 - 1631 - 11 ) 

On April 21, 19l2, the results of the investigation conducted 
concerning Philip Reno were forwarded to the Honorable Paul V. McNutt, 
Administrator, Federal Security Agency, Washington, D. C., requesting 
advice as to the ultimate disposition of this case. 

( 101 - 1631 - 12 ) 








By letter Sated- July 7, 1912, the Bureau was informed by the 
Federal Security Agency that the employee, Philip Reno, had been 
exonerated and no further action was being taken. 

(101-1631A) 

On September 1, 1912, copies of reports in connection with the 
Hatch Act investigation were forwarded to Mr. L. H. C. Smith, Chief of 
the Special "War Policies Unit of the Department of Justice. 

( 101 - 1631 - 16 ) 


II (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS OH MAI 13, 19hZ 

This individual was not mentioned in the Chambers interview 
on the above date. 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE MOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 19l3 

These notes contain the following references to Philip Reno: 

" Philip Reno - in Social Security (??) - 
was head of Underground Trade Union Group 
Political leader. 

" Reno connected with Baltimore Party 

organizer - Benjamin (Bundey) Friedman 
alias Field - then California - then Russia 
- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington 
of Above-Ground Party - Underground connections." 

" S.E.C . - 

"Philip Reno - used to be." 


(It would appear that the information set forth above concern¬ 
ing Reno*s connection with the Baltimore Party organizer, Friedman anH 
the ensuing information concerning California, Russia, etc., refers to 
the activities of Friedman rather than Reno. See another section of 
this memorandum relative to Benjamin Friedman). 


Ill $B) INVEST IGATIOW CONDUCTED 

Although it appears that no specific investigation was made 
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based upon references in the Berle notes concerning Philip Reno, active 
investigation was re-instituted concerning this individual in May, 19^3 
when Reno was reported to have left the Government service in Denver, 
Colorado and obtained employment -with a labor organization in Baltimore,' 
Maryland. Investigation by the Baltimore Office indicated that Reno 
was closely associated with a number of prominent Communist figures in 
the Baltimore area and Reno himself was reported by informants to be 
believed to be a Communist due to his adherence to the Communist line and 
association with known members of the Party. 

( 6 I-I 63 I 4 .- 22 ) 

A report in November, 19k3 indicated that information had been 
received reflecting that Reno had been brought to Baltimore by Albert 
Blumberg, National Legislative Representative of the Communist Party 
and was continuing his association with known Communists in the Baltimore 
area. 

(101-163U-28) 

Reno returned to Denver, Colorado from Baltimore in October, 

19U3* In Denver; Reno obtained employment with the Denver- CIO Council 
and was reported to be in frequent contact with officials at the Communist 
Political Association Headquarters in Denver. 

(101-163U-29, 3k, 3$) 

Yilhile in Denver he was known to have been contacted by two 
prominent National Communist figures, John Williamson and Lem Harris. 

(101-163^-39) 

During 2-9hS and early 19lj.6 Reno held a number of non-governmental 
positions, primarily with labor organizations and continued his close 
contact with Communist Party officials in Denver, Colorado. 

(101-163^-52) 

It was reported that Reno attended the Communist Party State 
Convention on May 18, 19^6 and the Communist Party State Board meeting 
on July 5>, 1 9k& at Denver, Colorado. He continued, according to in¬ 
formation received, to meet with Communist Party functionaries. 

(101-163U-33) 

A summary of evidence concerning the Communist activities of 
Reno was submitted on February 6, 19U-7 indicating that information had 
been received reflecting that Reno was then a member of the State Executive 
Committee of the Communist Party of Colorado and outlined further his 
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Communist Party associations and affiliations, including information 
■which was developed showing that Reno had endeavored to recruit an 
individual to join the Communist Party in December, 19h2* 

(101-l63]4-56) 


Reno attended the Rocky Mountain Conference of the Communist 
Party on October 11, 191+7 at Denver, Colorado. He was reported to have 
left Denver for New Mexico. Information was developed indicating that 
Reno was being criticized by Communist Party officials in Denver for 
possible factionalism. 


(101-163U-61) 


Investigation verified Reno• s residence in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
and Albuquerque, New Mexico and return to Denver, Colorado in April, I 9 I 48 
Informants reported that Reno had been expelled from the Communis t Party 
at Denver, Colorado on June 28, 191+8 for factional activities. 

( 101 - 163 ) 4 - 66 ) 

Da this connection it has been reported that possibly Reno has 
joined a nation-wide group of former members of the Communist Party 
who were expelled from the Party for so-called-factionalism and who 
are believed to have been planning the ouster of present leadership of 
the Communist Party. These individuals included such former prominent 
Communist members as Lyle Dowling, Vern Smith and Harrison George. 

(IOI-I63I4-63) 

Pertinent reports reflecting the results of the investigation 
of Philip Reno have been currently made available to the Division of 
Records of the Department of Justice. 


IF CH&MBERS♦ALLEGATIONS ON Miff, 10, 191*5 

Philip Reno was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview 
conducted on the above date. 
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ANNA ROCHESTER 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 



An investigation ms initiated by the New York Office in April 194-1 ' 
concerning Anna Rochester, 85 Bedford Street, New York City, as she was being 
considered for custodial detention. This investigation reflected that the 
Daily Worker for May 8, 1940, page 4* reflected that Anna Rochester was a 
member of the Communist Party. (100-12805-4 p. 2) 


II. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 


Whittaker Chambers advised on May 13,' 1942, that in his opinion OGPU 
agents would definitely be traveling with a great amount of money on their person 
but that there were those in the Party who acted as financial agents and who 
supplied such members with money. He mentioned one of these members was Grace 
Hutchins. He described her as being an old Party member and was in the inner 
group of Communists. He stated that Grace Hutchins along vo.th her colleague 
Anna Rochester were fanatical Communists and trusted members of the Party. 

Chambers advised that he was told that Grace Hutchins was the Chief financial 
transactor for the Party. (100-25824-22 p. 6) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


On August 4, 1942, tiie Bureau instructed the New York Office to reopen 
the investigation concerning Anna Rochester and it was specifically pointed out 
in this letter that Anna Rochester was referred to by Whittaker Chambers as a 
fanatical Communist and trusted member of'-the Party. It was subsequently 
ascertained by New Yor£ that Anna Rochester was bora March 30, 1880, in New York 
City, according to the New York Board of Health. From 1912 to 1915 ft™ 

Rochester was publications secretary of the National Child Labor Committee and 
from 1915 to 1919, she was a publications worker for the U.S. Children!* Bureau. 

In 1922 she was a joint author with Grace Hutchins of "Jesus Christ and the World 
Today." Subsequent to 1928 she was a research worker and writer with the Labor 
Research Association. Her Party membership was designated as "Communist." 

Anna Rochester has not been employed by the U.S. Government since 1919. 

(100-12805-10 p. 2) (100-12805-8) 

[ apartment of Anna 

Rochester advised that the resided with Grace Hutchins and that Rochester and 
Hutchins maintained a very extensive library with books of interest to the 
Communist Party. The Whittaker Chambers’ allegations were not included in the 
investigative reports concerning Anna Rochester. (100-12805-10 p. 14) 

HI. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTATWRP to June 19A8 

None • 



.138 


Kisseloff-26451 





III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Instant investigation v/as continued to ascertain the Communist 
Party activities of Anna Rochester. (100-12805-19 p. l) 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 10. 1945 

None 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The investigation concerning the activities of Anna Rochester was 
continued until May 1, 1947, when this case was placed in a closed status. 
Copies of the pertinent reports in instant investigation have been furnished to 
the Department. (100-1285) 








Re: DR, PHILIP ROSENBLIETT 


I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 MIEGATIOHB 

Initial inquiry concerning Dr. Philip Rosenbliett 
Bureau in connection with the investigation of Moische (Matmice) Stern', was, 
etal. Espionage. It was reported in connection with this investigation that 
on August 3, 1935? Lydia Stahl, a Soviet Espionage Agent who was convicted 
in Paris, France, had sent Ingrid Bostrom to see a Dr, Philip Rosenbliett, 
a dentist whose office was then on the sixteenth floor at 1440 Broadway, 

New York City, residence, 143 West 87th Street, New York City, for the 
purpose of informing him that Lydia Stahl wanted to leave the United States. 

Investigation in the same case indicated that on the afternoon of 
September 8, 1931, on the day which subject. Stern obtensibly obtained secret 
plans from an informant in the case was observed while under surveillance to 
go to an office on the sixteenth floor at 1440 Broadway, New York City, 

(61-6670-19, page 21) 

Later, in connection with the investigation of Nicholas Dozenberg, 
an admitted Soviet Espionage Agent, Dozenberg was interviewed oh February 2o, 
1940, and stated that in 1929 or 1930 there was a doctor's office in New York 
City where money was brought in from Russia by German seaman couriers. This 
money was to be used by Soviet Espionage Agents in the United States. Accord¬ 
ing to Dozenberg, this office of the dentist was also a place where people 
coming to the United States could be met and where they received assignments, 
Dozenberg was first taken to this office by Alfred lilton whom Dozenberg 
understood was then in charge of operations in the United States. 

During an interview with Dozenberg at the Lewisburg Penitentiary in 
June, 1940, by a Bureau agent it was learned from Dozenberg that the dentist 
referred to was named Rosenbliett. (61-6670-19) 

Dozenberg further alleged that Rosenbliett was a financial agent for 
Expionage Agents in the United States. Investigation of Rosenbliett determined 
that his full name was Dr. Philip Rosenbliett and that he had been practicing 
dentistry in New York City since October 1, 1917, and that his license had been 
renewed annually until 1936. Inquiry further reflected that Rosenbliett was 
born in Russia, November 3, 1$95, and had received his degree in dentistry 
from the New York College of Dental and Oral Surgery in 1917. 

(61-6670-24) 

A check of the building at 1440 Broadway indicated that Rosenbliett 
had maintained an office in room 1657 from May 1, 1930 to April 19, 1935, at 
which time he informed the rental agent that he was returning to Russia to 




1.40 


Kisseloff-26453 






attend to business. He left no forwarding address. It was further determined 
that Rosenbliett is still the owner of a rooming house at 89 West 118th Street, 
.Harlem, New York, and his affairs in the United States were being managed by 
Harold Klein, 342 Madison Avenue, an attorney, and his brother-in-law, Dr. 
Morris Greenberg. (61-6670-26) 

Further information developed that Rosenbliett had Immigrated to the 
United States in September, 1905, and was naturalized at New York City on May 
3, 1910. On June 18, 1936, Rosenbliett obtained an American passport to 
include his wife for the professed purpose.of visiting England, France, and 
Austria. The exact whereabouts of Rosenbliett were not determined. 

( 61 - 6670 - 30 ) 


II* (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

On the above date Chambers advised Bureau agents in discussing 
Isidore Miller who was a chemist and connected with the Picatiny Arsenal in 
New Jersey that Miller was evidently in Russian circles because a common 
friend. Dr. Philip Rosenbliett, who was formerly a dentist on Broadway, was 
an old member of the Party and judging from the things he told Chambers was 
in the OGPU for many years. Chambers advised that Dr. Rosenbliett went back 
to Moscow and he has heard nothing about him since. 

(100-25824-26) 

H. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No specific investigation was conducted in connection with Rosenbliett 
based upon the above statement by Chambers inasmuch as information of a more 
specific character had originally been received by the Bureau in connection 
with the Dozenberg and Stern cases, concerning which inquiry had indicated that 
Rosenbliett had departed from the United States. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BER1E NOTES OBTAINED IN June. 1943 

The following is an exact copy of information set forth concerning 
Rosenbliett in the Berle notes based upon the interview with Chambers in 1939* 

London Underground Espionage Agent 

(l) Dr. Philip Rosenbliett - Formerly of (41st St. & B’way, NE) 

Dr. Greenberg - MD (West 70th NY 
Brother-in-law 

American leader of British Underground C. 

Head in America Mack Moren (alias Philipovitch 
- allegedly Yugoslav) - 
real name - ? 
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Rosenbliett - U.S. 

connected with Dr. Isador Miller - Chemist’s Club - 41st St, 
Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N.J. 
was ’’front” behind Mack Moren existed - in 
Miller's employ 

Knew Pressman - his alias was "Cole Philips” - 
Introduced him to Mack Moren, buying arms 
for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov't. - 
Pressman - as counsel - helped Moren - made 
a flight to Mexico with him; forced down 
at Brownsville, Tex, in late '36 or early 
’37 - probably fall of '36. 

HI* (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Investigation was not made of Rosenbliett based upon the information 
of Berle notes by reason of previous investigation as cited above. However, 
the investigation of his connections with Soviet Intelligence in the United 
States were again instituted and were being handled at the time of the r eceipt 
of the Berle notes based upon information received in March, 1941, from 


in connection with the case of Ernst Czuezka, was, etal. Espionage 


R. This case developed when one Rubin Glucksmann was interned by the 
authorities in England in May, 1940, and an examination was made of his books 
and records based upon operations of a firm known as the Far Eastern Fur 
Trading Co., of London. This examination reflected that this firm had close 
connections with a firm in Germany, Wostwag, Berlin, which was known to be a 
cover organization utilized by Soviet Intelligence. The London company also 
had connections with a known Soviet Espionage cover firm in France. Among the 
m-nnnn ip f the firm were found references to the name of Ernst Czuezka, The 

advised that Czuezka and his brother had departed for the United States 
in the fall of ' (65-35048-2) 

Investigation in connection with this case reflected that Czuezka’s 
brother advised that the former had himself been formerly asso 
Wostwag, Berlin. Glucksmann who was further interviewed by th 


b7D 


admitted 


that he had been in contact with Dr. Philip Rosenbliett in Paris in 1937 and 
that Rosenbliett was one of the directors of Wostwag, Berlin. 

(65-35048-2 “ 



Investigation at New York looking toward the possible location and 
connections of Rosenbliett in this country was again negative, it being 
determined that he had reportedly departed from the United States in 1936 and 
left his business affairs in the hands of his brother-in-law. Dr. Morris 
Greenberg, 143 West 87 th Street, New York City. (65-35048-35) 

JV. (A) nuaMroqt ALLIGATIONS ON- May 10, 1945 

Chambers when interviewed by Bureau agents on the above date recalled 
that on an occasion when he needed dental work in the middle thirties he 
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received a recommendation from ’'Peter* 1 (Alexander Stevens) to Dr. Philip N 
Rosenbliett who maintained offices at Broadway and 41st Street, New York City. 
Chambers added that he gained the impression that Rosenbliett was the regular 
Communist Party dentist in New York and from conversation with "Peters" 
understood Mm to be an old reliable party man who might be connected with 
the underground-apparatus and also with Russian Intelligence. He added that 
he did not believe that Rosenbliett was actually a participant in Espionage 
activity but that he did furnish his office as a meeting place for individuals 
who desired to converse secretly. In fact, he told Chambers on several 
occasions that the Russians referred to his office as "Rafka", meaning a roof 
of shelter for clandestine meetings. Chambers said he visited Rosenbliett' s 
office on numerous occasions and became very friendly with him. In connection 
with their conversation Rosenbliett talked about his brother-in-law. Dr. 
Greenberg, and also mentioned connections with Dr. Isidore Miller. Chambers 
further recalled that Rosenbliett had occasionally mentioned some very 
intimate friends of his who at that time were teaching in a college at 
Tientsin, China. He recalled from the manner in which Rosenbliett talked about 
them that it was his. impression that they also might be engaged in Communist 
underground activities. In this connection he stated that he had learned from 
various sources which he could not recall that Rosenbliett left the United 
States to return to Russia sometime in 1936 or 1937 and that he had never 
heard from him or about him since and supposed that he had been liquidated. 

Chambers described Rosenbliett as follows: age, 50 in middle 30's; 
height, 5’9'% build, slim; weight, 160 pounds; hair - was unable to recall; 
characteristics, very vain, talkative, indiscreet. 

(100-25824-36) 

17. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No specific investigation was conducted of Rosenbliett based upon 
the information given by Chambers in the above interview. More specific data 
had previously been received concerning Rosenbliett -and investigation of his 
activities in connection with other pending Soviet Espionage investigation was 
then being conducted. It will be noted in this connection that the Bureau 
investigation showed more conclusively that u osenbliett was in fact deeply 
implicated in espionage activities in this country. 
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AMY SCHECHTER 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS* 


Active investigation of Amy Schechter, whose complete name is Amy Esther 
Schechter Safford, was initiated by the New York Office in November, 191)2. The 
subject, commonly known as Amy Schechter, was determined to have been the former 
wife of Harry Kweit, a known Communist agent, (now deceased) and the investiga¬ 
tion of Schechter grew out of the Kweit inquiry. (100-131)371-lx) 

Investigation determined that Schechter vras born at Cambridge, England 
on August 1)., 1898 , of Rumanian-German parentage and entered the United States at 
New York City in 1902, and claimed citizenship by reason of the naturalization 
of her father. She vras educated in the public schools, at Barnard College in 
New York City, married Harry Kweit in 1921)., and was separated from him in 1930. 
Schechter visited the Soviet Union from June, 193Q to June, 1932, reportedly as 
a writer and teacher of English but allegedly at the same time attended the Lenin 
School in Moscow. (100-131)371) 

Continued investigation reflected that Schechter had been active in 
the Communist Party movement since the early 1920’s and received notoriety as an 
active member of the National Textile workers Union at Gastonia, North Carolina. 
She vras indicted for inspiring a strike during the spring and summer of 1929 , 
which resulted in the fatal shooting of the Chief of Police of Gastonia on June 7* 
1929. This indictment against Schechter was subsequently dismissed.^ Schechter 
vras then associated with Fred Erwin. Beal, leader of the Gastonia strike, who was 
convicted of second degree murder in connection with the foregoing incident and 
who escaped to the Soviet Union. Beal has subsequently testified, after breaking 
with the Communist Party and returning to the United States, of the Communist 
inspiration and conspiracy in connection with this incident. (100-131)371-22) 

Schechter is presently a member of the Communist Party at San Francisco, 
California. Investigation indicates that she is still closely associated with a 
number of prominent figures in the Communist Party movement in the United States. 

(100-13 ii3 71-28) 

II. CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, lglg. 

Amy Schechter was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview on the 
above date. 

III. CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLB NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 19l)3. 

Schechter’s name vras not included in the Berle notes. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 191)5 . 


Chambers, when interviewed on the above date in discussing the acti¬ 
vities of Harry Kweit (see section on Kweit in another part of this memorandum) 

_ 


144 


Kisseloff-26457 









stated that Knelt married a woman who was a Communist Party organizer in the 
South under the name of Amy Schechter. (100-25>82lt-36) 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No specific investigation was conducted on the basis of the Chambers 
allegations concerning Amy Schechter inasmuch as there was already an intensive 
investigation being conducted by the Bureau of this individual and this infor¬ 
mation had already been developed. 

The case on Amy Schechter was closed in a report by the San Francisco 
Office on March lit, 19it6, inasmuch as the subject’s Communist Party activity 
was not believed sufficient to warrant a continued investigation. (100-131+371-26) 

Reports in the Schechter case have been distributed to the Division of 
Records of the Department of Justice. 
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GERTRUDE SCHILBACH, was 
Gertrude Schildbach, Gertrude 
Neugebauer, Gertrude Neugenbauer 


I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS * AHEGATIONS 

No active investigation of Gertrude Schilbach was conducted prior to 
Chambers’ allegations. 



II (A) CHAMBERS ’ ALLEGATIONS ON May 13. 1942 

Chambers in speaking of what he termed an OGPU Terrorist Group stated 
that an agent by the name of Rice who broke with the Party and was denounced by 
them was murdered in Iausanne. According to Chambers this murder was carried out 
by means of a girl who had been a member of the Rice family for years and had 
thereafter become a member of the Terrorist Group when she .brought him into sLmbush. 
Chambers advised that he does not know the name of this woman but that she was in 
the United States in 1939 ostensibly on her way to China. 


II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No active investigation was conducted based upon Chambers’ allegations. 

He is referring in speaking of Rice to Ignaee Reiss, a. former Chief of the Soviet 
Intelligence Service, who was machine gunned to death on a highway near Iausanne, 
Switzerland, on September 4, 1937. The Soviet Agents found to be responsible for 
the actual murder by the Erench and Swiss Police were Gertrude Schilbach and Roland 
Abbiate. Gertrude Schilbach i s apparently the girl of the Rice family of whom 
Chambers speaks. Accor ding to I Gertrude Schilbach was born 

June 23, 1894, in Strasbourg, Germany. She was the former mistress of Reiss. No 
information has been received verifying that she was ever in the United States in 
1939 ostensibly, on her way to China. 100-342424-38; 100-35O15-14^>^^ 

III (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

No information concerning this matter was set forth in the Berle notes 
obtained in June, 1943* 


IV (A) CHAMBERS’ AHEGATIONS ON May 10. 1945 

No information concerning this woman was received from Chambers on 
May 10, 1945. 






RE: TOLLY SCHLAMM 


©ran? 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

__ Information was furnished to the Bureau by Confidential Informant 

I of the New York Office concerning Willy Schlamm in a report dated 
February 6, 1943. This report indicated that Schlamm had written a book 
entitled »»Die Dikfcatur Der Luege" (Dictatorship of the Lie), which was a 
158 page volume published in Germany at Zurich, Switzerland in 1937. 

Informant stated he had reviewed the book and found it to be a passionate 
anti-Soviet polemic reflecting Schlamm*s violent reaction to the first 
Moscow Purge trial of 1936. The informant pointed out that Schlamm defended 
himself against being called a Trotzkyite but did not mention his former 
Communist -connections. The informant observed that previous reports on 
Schlamm* s former promotions of the Communist line were based upon the 
contents of magazines he edited in Europe during the 1920 *s and 1930* s. 

The present book, reviewed by the informant, indicated a close familiarity 
with Communist activities which the informant observed, while not being 
conclusive proof of former Communist affiliation, indicates a question as to b7D 
where he acquired his intimate, inside knowledge. 

The informant suggested the possibility that Schlamm would make 
a good source on Communist activities by reason of his knowledge of the 
situation. (100-88151-2) 


The New York Office, by letter dated February 12, 1943, with 
reference to Willy Schlamm, observ ed, with re spect to the information 
provided by Confidential Informant | | that the New York Office had 

been aware of Schlamm*s possibility as a source of information since 
January 31, 1941, at which tine he was cont acted bv Special Agent George ,T . 
Starr at the residence of Benjamin Gitlow. 


(1C0-8815I-2) 


II. CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Willy Schlamm was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview by 
Bureau agents on the above date. 


III. CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 1943 
Willy Schlamm was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 
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IV (a) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 


In discussing Gerhard Eisler ■who -mas known to Chambers as “Edwards” 
Chambers stated in the interview by Bureau agents on May 10, 1945, that he 
did not know Eisler* s true identity until approximately a year before that 
date. He stated that while talking to Willy Schlamm, an editor of Fortune 
Magazine who had formerly been a Communist Party leader in Austria and who 
had known Eisler very well in Europe, Schlamm remarked to Chambers that he 
had met Eisler about a year before in Grand Central Station. He told 
Chambers about this meeting with Eisler and informed him that Eisler* s 
Communist Party name was “Edwards**. (100-25824-36) 

IV (b) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation was made of Willy Schlamm by reason of the 
reference to him in the Chambers interview of May 10, 1945. It will be 


:b7D 


noted that Chambers merely cited Schlamm as a source of information in. 
identifying Eisler as “Edwards**. I 


no investigation was believed justified 
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Re: AGNES SMEDLEY, was., 

Agnes Brundin, Marie Rogers, 

I!. A. Rogers, Alice Bird, Mrs. Petroikos 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 


The Bureau's files reflect that Agnes Smedley, an American 
citizen, has for many years been "well known by reason of her championship 
of the Communist cause in the Far East. Smedley has -written a number of 
books which have received -wide circulation supporting the Chinese Red 
Army, and the building of the Chinese Soviet territories in North China. 
Bureau files indicate that information has been received from various 
sources dating back t o 1918 when Smedley and others were indicted in 
New York City for a violation of -the espionage statutes in connection 
with her activities in supporting British Indian insurrectionist groups. 
These indictments were subsequently dismissed. 

(61-6^80-9) 

Active investigation of Smedley was instituted by the Bureau by 
instructions to the field on October 25, 19M±> based upon information 
received from censorship intercepts, indicating that Smedley, then resid¬ 
ing at Saratoga, New York, was in communication with a number of known 
German Communists associated with the Free Germany Movement in Mexico City 

( 61 - 6580 - 2 ) 

The investigation of Smedley since 19UU has continued until the 
present time. • 


II (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 191+2 


No mention was made of Agnes Smedley in connection with t he 
interview of Chambers on the above date. 


Ill (A) 


IV (A) 



CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS BI BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 19^3 


The name of Agnes Smedley was not contained in the Berle notes. 


CHAMBERS ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 19^5 


ITIhen interviewed on the above date by Bureau agents. Chambers in 



143 


Kisseloff-26462 







discussing his knowledge of Gerhart Eisler, who was known to Chambers at 
the time as "Edwards," stated that he recalled that some time during 1936 
he had learned that Agnes Smedley, well-known writer and author of the 
"Battle Hymn of china" and other works, was in New York City. .Chambers 
stated that he had advised "peter" (Alexander Stevens, was.,) that he 
would like to meet her. Chambers stated that "Peter" had advised him 
that he could arrange a meeting for him with Smedley and told him to go 
to an automat somewhere in the East 70*s. Chambers advised that Agnes 
Smedley had arrived at the automat before him and was sitting at a table 
and that when he introduced himself to her she refused to speak to him. 
Chambers explained that he identified himself to her as a Communist and 
she then consented to talk with him but first made the remark: "I 
thought I was going to meet Edwards." 

Chambers was asked whether or not he had any knowledge, of 
Communist Party affiliation on the part of Smedley and he pointed out 
that he did not have any actual evidence, but everybody knows she is 
a Communist. He stated, "There is absolutely no question about it." 

He recalled that "Peter" had close contact with her and that 
she was always "hanging around" the ninth floor of Communist Party 
Headquarters. He added that she may never have held a Communist Party 
membership book, but that if she did not, it would merely be because the 
officials of the Communist Party had believed her to be of more value 
to them if her party affiliations were not definitely established. 

With regard to Smedley, Chambers recalled that at the time 
that Browder was sent out to the Far East, there was a story current in 
Communist Party circles in New York City to the effect that Browder 
had. carried numerous large denomination bills and that when he arrived 
in Manila he had been forced to cash a §1,000 bill and that the officials 
at the bank had tipped off the proper people who had placed Browder under 
surveillance after he left Manila for China. He stated that the rumor 
indicated was to the effect that in Canton or Nanking Browder gathered 
together a group of high Communist Party officials at a most secret 
meeting and that one of the participants at this meeting was Agnes 
Smedley' s Chinese husband. He added that the Nanking police surrounded 
the house and raided it and arrested the whole group. Chambers could . 
not recall the source of his s tory, 

( 100 - 2582 ^- 36 ) 


IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It does not appear from a review of the files that any specific 
investigation was conducted concerning the activities of Smedley, based 
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upon the allegations received in the aforeoutlined interview of Whittaker 
Chambers.: It will be noted, however, that an analysis of the information 
furnished by Chambers indicating the general acceptance of Smedley as 
a Communist Party tool was well known by reason of information available 
to the Bureau prior to the receipt of these data. 

The continuing investigation of Agnes Smedley indicated'her to 
be active in propaganda work in the United States , for the most part in 
lecturing and publishing books and articles supporting the Chinese 
Communist movement. Investigation also indicated that Smedley was con¬ 
tacted by Dr. Tung Ti-Wi, Chinese Communist Delegate to the San Francisco 
Conference of the United Nations, at Saratoga Springs. 

( 61 - 6580 - 16 ) 

In October, 19U7, information was received from Military 
Intelligence Division indicating that Agnes Smedley was closely 
implicated in the so-called Sorge Red Army espionage network in Japan 
and China during the period of 1933 to I 9 I 4 I. Dr. Richard Sorge, to¬ 
gether with other principals in the network were executed or given long 
prison sentences by the Japanese courts. It was noted that Smedley, who 
was during this period an American Journalist and correspondent in 
China and Japan, was believed to have been active in the network and is- 
reported to have recruited one of Sorge• s principal Japanese agents. 

This information would indicate that Smedley was active in Red Army 
Intelligence from approximately 1930 to at least 193k• 

-( 61 - 6580 - 32 ) 

_ who has broken 

with the Soviets and is now a confidential informant of ihe Bureau, has 
indicated that she met Smedley in Moscow in 1931 and suspected that 
Smedley was then being prepared for an assignment in China for the 
Comintern. Although the informant had no specific information as to 
whether in fact Smedley knew she was being used by the Comintern,, 
she was certain that Comintern representatives and/or So viet intelligenc e 
used her for her contacts and knowledge of the Far East. | | 

likewise stated that to her personal knowledge. Dr. Richard Sorge, Red 
Army Intelligence agent in China and Japan, was acquainted with Smedley. 

(61-6580-35) 

Further information concerning Smedleys implication in the Sorge 
espionage ring have been requested of the Intelligence Division of the Army 

Reports reflecting Bureau investigation of Smedleyhave been dis¬ 
tributed to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice. 








Re: JESSICA SMITH, to., 
Mrs. John Abt 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

Active investigation of Jessica Smith, ‘who is the wife of John 
Abt. was instituted, based upon a compla int received on June 27, 19i|l 
from l 1 alleging that the subject was a b7D 

Communist. 

(65-UU18U-X) 

Since that date, active investigation has been made of Jessica 
Smith which has continued to the present time. The New York Office is 
the office of origin in this investigation. 

This investigation has reflected that she is t he former wife 
of Harold M. Ware, and is presently President of SRT Publications and 
Editor of the magazine “Soviet Russia Today," which has consistently 
followed Communist policies and has been a principal pro-Soviet propaganda 
medium. Investigation further indicates that the subject maintains close . 
contact with prominent Communist party officials, as well as representatives 
of official Soviet diplomatic missions in the United States* It is to be 
noted that Smith has made several trips to the Soviet Union since the 
early 1920*s, returning on the last occasion to the United States in 
January, 19U6. 

(65-UU1814-) 



II (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 19lt2 


Chambers did not mention Jessica Smith in connection with his 
interview by Bureau agents on this date. 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE 19k3 


An examination of a copy of the notes made by Adolf Berle, 
based upon his interview with Chambers in 1939, indicates a notation 
of the name of Jessica Smith in two places, both of which appear to be 
collateral references to notations concerning John Abt. The notations 
are referring to the underground organized by Harold Ware in Washington, 
D. C. The notations ref erred to are set out as follows: 









“John Abt - followed Witt in that group - 
Tax Div’n - Dep't. of Justice & now - CIO 
(M. Ware's widow - Jessica Smith Ed. Soviet Russia.). 

"Mr. Abt - Sister: Marion Bacharach - Secretary - 
Communist from Minnesota. (Jessica Smith: with 
Rauters in 1926 - friend of Louis Fischer." 

(100-2582U-27) 


III- (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

While no specific investigation was made of Jessica Smith, 
based upon the notations concerning her in the Berle notes, the informa¬ 
tion contained therein was subsequently forwarded to the New York Office 
on January 29, I 9 I 4 . 5 . It was known at the time of the receipt of the 
information in the Berle notes that Jessica Smith was the wife of John 
Abt. In the continuing investigation which was being made of .the activities 
of Jessica Smith, the Berle notes were set forth in a report of the New 
York Office dated July 17, 19^5 • 

In supporting the implications of Jessica Smith’s possible 
connections with the Communist underground in Washington, D. C. in the 
early 1930’s, information was developed by the New York Office confirming 
the fact that she had been married to Harold Ware, the alleged organizer 
of this underground movement and subsequently married John Abt, who was 
likewise allegedly a member of the group. Investigation reflects that 
at the time Jessica Smith was associated with the Russian ^formation 
Bureau in Washington and following the recognition of the Soviet Union, 
became a member of the Press Staff of the Soviet Snbassy in Washington. 
Information was also developed indicating Jessica Smith's connections 
with other members allegedly belonging to the underground group. 

(6540a8U-23, 31) 

The investigation made by the Bureau in connection with 
Alexander Stevens, who has been identified as J. Peters, who according 
to Whittaker Chambers was the underground leader, likewise reflects 
that Jessica Smith and her husband, John Abt, have been in close con¬ 
tact with Stevens. 

IOO-I 8 I 1 25^-180) 

The investigative reports concerning Jessica Smith, as well as 
those concerning Stevens showing the connection between these individuals 
have been furnished to the Division of Records of the Department of 
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Justice. The investigation of this subject is continuing by the 
Bureau. 


IV (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MY 10, 19h$ 

The name of Jessica Smith v/as not mentioned by Chambers in 
connection with his interview by Bureau agents on this date. 
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I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 


There is information contained in the Bureau files dating back 
to the early 1920’s concerning the activities of Vern Smith as being active 
in the IWW* as editor of the organization's newspaper "Solidarity.” Other 
information reflects connections of Smith and collaborations with such 
known Communists during the 1920’s as James Cannon, William Z. Foster, Robert 
Minor and others* (61-2241-45, P»4) 

Other information reflects that Smith, who was then active in the 
IWW, Joined the Communist Party around 1922. (39-915-1109, p. 7) 

Active investigation of Vern Smith was initiated by the San 
Francisco Office in February, 1941, by reason of his activities in San 
Francisco with the Communist Party movement and by reason of the fact that 
he was then labor Editor of the "Daily People’s World," The investigation 
at that time indicated that Vern Smith had been former Managing Editor of 
the "Daily Worker" at New York City in 1932, (100-17082-1) 

Further inquiries reflected that Smith had been formerly a member 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party as well as correspondent 
of the "Daily Worker" in the Soviet Union from the summer of 1933 to about 
August, 1935* Records (available to the State Department) of World Tourists, 
Incorporated, reflected that Smith's transportation to the Soviet Union 
had been charged in part to the Communist Party and in part to the "Daily 
Worker," (100-17082-13) 

II. (a) CHAMBERS’ AT.TEGATIONS ON MAI 13. 1942 

In the interview conducted by Bureau agents on the above date, 
Whittaker Chambers stated that Verne Smith, who was former editor of the IWW 
"Solidarity", was one of the oldest~party members and knows the business 
inside and out. It is noted that in connection with this part of the interview 
that Chambers had been asked concerning his knowledge of various Communists 
whom he had known to be important persons in the Party at the time of his 
association with the movement. (100-25824-22) 
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II. (b) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 




No specific investigation was conducted on the basis of the 
Chambers allegations inasmuch as an active investigation had already been 
instituted of Vern Smith who was undoubtedly identical with the individual 
named by Chambers. 

The investigation, which continued, reflected that Smith remained 
very active in Communist Party activities in San Francisco and became the 
foreign editor of the "Daily People's World." (100-17082-32) 

In a report dated November 21, 194-6, the San Francisco Office advised 
that Smith was then still residing in San Francisco with Sue Paxton as man 
and wife, the latter likewise a member of the Communist Party. Smith was 
associate editor of the "Daily People's World" until August 15, 1946, at which 
time he was expelled from the Communist Party for basic disagreement with 
the Communist Party line and for sympathizing and supporting so-called factional 
groups. Sources reported that prior to being publicly expelled from the Party, 
William C. Foster had given Smith his first membership card and that they 
were old friends. (100-17082-36) 

Investigation has continued, notwithstanding the expulsion of 
Smith from the Party, inasmuch as it is known from investigation that Smith 
and a number of other persons who were similarly expelled are continuing their 
activities apparently aimed at dislodging the leadership of the Communist 
Party through direct intervention and connections with contacts in the Soviet 
Union. It has likewise been suggested that it is not at all impossible that 
this may be a tactic for placing Smith and others in an underground position 
and divorcing themselves from the above ground Communist Party. (100-17082-41) 

A news item published in the New York Journal American on April 27, 
1948, datelined at Oakland, California, indicated that Vern Smith, expelled 
Communist and ex—foreign editor of the "Communists People's World," was con¬ 
victed in a Justice Court on April 26, 1948, at Oakland, California, for 
contempt of the California State Un-American Activities Committee. The news 
item indicated that Smith had been immediately sentenced to pay a fine of 
#3,000. (100-17082-A-Journal American 42748) 

Copies of investigative reports in this investigation have been 
distributed to the Division of Records pf the Department of Justice, In 
addition, a dossier showing information then available in the files of the 
Bureau regarding Vern Smith was furnished to Mr. L. M. C. Smith, Chief of the 
Special Defense Unit, Department of Justice, on December 1, 1941. (100-17082 —11 ) 
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A prosecutive summary report, prepared by the San Francisco 
Office dated December 13, 1946, was forwarded to the Division of Records 
of the Department of Justice on February 24, 1947. (100-17082-38) 

HI. CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS IN BERIB MOTES OBTAINED IN JURE 1943 


Vern Smith was not mentioned in the Berle notes. 

IV. CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

Vern Smith was not mentioned by Chambers in the interview 
conducted by Bureau agents on the above date. 
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State Department Employee 
Sent to Turkey 




I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

No investigation was conducted. 

II (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 19A2 

In speaking of persons employed by the United States Government 
who were active in underground Communist organization, Chambers advised that 
there was another individual whose name he did not recall who was connected 
with this movement. He stated that this individual was in the Trade 
Agreement Section of the State Department and was sent to Turkey to negotiate 
a trade agreement. This individual was further described as a protege 
to Ed Minster of the Department of Agriculture. 

II (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation failed to 
reflect that any Investigation was conducted as a result of the above. 

HI (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 19A3 

There is no information in Berle notes concerning this 

matter. 

!V (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10. 1945 

There is no information regarding this matter in the 
results of the interview with Chambers on May 10, 1945. 

(See individual writeups on "Julien Fadleigh (1/adley)" and ” 

Lovell.”) 
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AT.TCYA TtiTfETR STEVENS, with aliases 
Alexander Goldberger, J. Peters, 
Peter, J. V. Peters, Steven Lapin, 
Pete Stevens, Steve Miller, Isador 
Boorstein, Silver or Silvers _ 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS 



For purposes of clarification it is' pointed out that Alexander 
Stevens has Been deter min ed to he identical with all of the above names. In 
this connection, prior to the Chambers’ allegations in 1942, separate investi¬ 
gations had already been instituted by the Bureau on Stevens under the names 
of J. Peters, J V. Peters, Alexander Stevens and Alexander Goldberger. The 
name J. Peters was known to the Bureau in connection with Communist Party 
activities in the United States based upon the publication of "The Communist 
Party, A Manual of Organization," which was authored by one J. Peters in 1935* 

The investigation of the subject as Alexander Stevens arose in early 1942, 
when he was in contact in Los Angeles with prominent Communist Party members 
in that city, information available in our files concerning J. Peters was 
furnished to the Department of Justice on April 1, 1941. 

Alexander Stevens was bora on August 11, 1894, at Kop, Czechoslo¬ 
vakia, and used the name Alexander Goldberger. He was the son of Martin Gold¬ 
berger and Rosalie Deutch. He served in the Hungarian army from 1914 until 1918. 
He first entered the United States on February 10, 1924, as Alexander Goldberger. 
He again entered the United States on September 5, 1928, under this name. He 
has endeavored to become a citizen on two occasions, the first time being in 
February, 1924, but allowed his application to lapse, and again filed for citi¬ 
zenship on July 20, 1939. He registered under the name of Alexander Stevens 
as an alien on December 5 , 1940. Stevens received a divorce from Franciska 
Goldberger at Reno, Nevada, April 29 , 1942, and has for some time been residing 
as man and wife with one Anne Silver. The latter is a naturalized U. S. citizen 
who has been reportedly engaged in setting up Communist underground activities 
in this country. She is likewise the subject of a Bureau investigation. 
(100-184255-198 & 122 ) b ' 


Stevens has been identified with his various aliases through oyh-TMt— 
ina photographs to a number of confidential informants, includi 


pf the Communist Party of th e United 

(100-184255 
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Informant 
Confidential Informant| 



former member of the Communist Party (100-184255-198) 

a former member of the 


Communist Party who saw Stevens in Moscow in 1931 (100-184255“198); and many 
others who were acquainted with the Communist movement at the time subject was 
known under his various aliases. 


II. (A) CHAMBERS ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 


Upon "being interviewed on the above date. Chambers advised Bureau 
Agents that a man named ’’Peter", whose last name he never knew, was the head 
of the Communist underground movement and stated he had seen Peter only from 
time to time; that although his connection with this man was more that of a 
personal friendship than of a formal Party relationship, he never learned 
much about Peter. He stated he did know that Peter lived once at Woodside, 

Lond Island, at which time he went under the name of Silver or Silvers. Cham¬ 
bers gathered from Peter that he had previously been treasurer of the Hungarian 
paper "UJ Elore" and that Peter was likely in the United States without a 
passport or on a false passport. He said that Peter had connections with the 
OGPU because he had met members of the OGFU in Peter’s presence. Although he 
did not know these' men by name, he had later checked,with Krivitsky and had 
ascertained such individuals were OGPU men. It is to be noted in this conver¬ 
sation that Peter was the source of much of the information furnished by 
Chambers. (100-25824-22) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CtDNBUCTED 


It is to be noted that the Bureau was already conducting investigation 
in two cases concerning individuals who were later determined to be identical 
with the "peter" mentioned in the Chambers’ interview. However, on the basis 
of the Chambers? allegations, the New York Office was requested by letter, on 
June 11, 1942, to immediately conduct necessary investigation to determine the 
identity, location and activities of the individual known to Chambers as "Peter, 
alias Silver or Silvers. (100-25824-22) 

Investigation was made by the New York Office, based upon the infor¬ 
mation furnished by Chambers; however, the identity of "Peter,” with alias 
Silver or Silvers, was not established at that time. It was pointed out, 
however, that it appeared that this individual was identical with the subject 
of a separate investigation in New York of J. Peters, with alias Steve Lapin 





"by reason of the information developed and these tvo investigations were 
consolidated. • (100-25824-25) 


Further investigation in the J. Peters inquiry, as well as the 
concurrent investigation which was made separately of Alexander Stevens, alias 
Alexander Goldberger, resulted in a consolidation of these investigations, 
based upon an identification of the photograph of Stevens as J. Peters by 
Benjamin Gitlow and James S. Glaser. This was reported by the New York Office 
in a letter dated March 6, 1943. (100-184255-74) 


Subsequently, the photograph of Alexa nder Stevens was further 


a confidential informant 


identified as J. Peters by 
who said he was acquainted with the subject in Moscow, Russia, in 1932. 
(100-184255-99) 


b7D 


On March 5, 1943, a photograph of Alexander Stevens was identified by 
Whittaker Chambers as being the individual known to him .as Peters, head of the 
Communist underground movement in the United States. (100-184255-67) 

The investigation continued of subject’s activities following the 
consolidation of the previous investigations under the various aliases of the 
subject. 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS ALLEGATIONS INBBRLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 


The Berle notes contained references to the individual identified 
as Stevens under the name ’’Peters" and were as follows* 

"Known from Peters - formerly in Bela Kun 
. Govt. Agricultural Commissariat - called Gandosz (?) 

Then to Russia - then here, in Business Office of 
Communist paper T Uj Elori’ - then, after 1929 - 
head of CP Underground, lived in Hamilton Ap’ts. 

Woodside, L.I. - under alias ’Silver' - & 
lectured in Communist camps - 
Friend: ’Blake' of 'Freiheit' - Real name - 
Weiner - American: Polish Jew. - 

Peters was responsible for Washington Sector 
Went to Moscow - where is he now? - 
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“Wife - a Comintern courier - 
West Coast - Head* 'The Old Man' - Volkov is 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
courier. He knows the West Coast 
underground - Residence: San Francisco 
or Oakland - " (100-25824-27) 

III (B) BTCESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It is noted that no specific further investigation was conducted 
based upon Berle's notes inasmuch as Peters had then been identified and an 
active investigation was being made of him by the Bureau. The investigation 
which was continuing indicated close associations by Stevens with individuals 
prominent in the Communist Party. (100-184255-101) 

IV (A) CHAMBERS DELEGATIONS OH MAY 10, 1945 

Chambers, when interviewed on the above date, gave further details 
concerning his association with the individual then known to him as J. Peters, 
(it is noted in this interview that Chambers apparently referred to Stevens as 
both J. Peters and Peter.) He stated that while in the position of editor of 
"New Masses,” in approximately 1932, he, Chambers, was called into the offices 
of Max Bedacht in Communist‘Party headquarters in Hew York and advised he was ' 
to be given a special assignment. At a second meeting with Bedacht he was 
introduced on the street to an individual known to him as ’’Arthur.” ’’Arthur", 
in turn, made an appointment for the following evening on a street corner and 
introduced him, at another place, to an individual known to him as "Peter." 
Chambers said he recognized this man as the formesr treasurer of the Hungarian 
Communist newspaper ”Uj Elore' (phonetic) who had also published numerous 
articles on Communiaa under the name of J. Peters. He was told by Peters that 
he would act as a courier between him and "Arthur” until he received further 
instructions. For the next two or three years, until approximately 1935, he 
was a paid courier and this was his sole occupation. He engaged in carrying 
envelopes and messages between Arthur and Peter in New York City. He related 
that he never learned much about the identities of these men and never knew 
their residences other than that Peter lived somewhere in Woodside, Lond Island, 
under the name of Silver. Chambers stated in this interview that most of h-ta 
knowledge of the underground and Russian courier activities was derived from 




conversations with Arthur and Peter who "became very friendly with him and * - 
often talked about their activities rather freely. In the interview he 
mentioned the OGPtJ connections of Peter. In 1935> his courier activities 
ceased and he was told "by Peter that he would act as a connecting link 
"between Harold Ware in Washington and himself in New York City and, in 
addition to his courier activities, he would also serve as a sort of morale 
officer, giving pep talks and indoctrination talks to the Communist group 
headed by Ware in Washington. Based upon this assignemnt from Peter, Chambers 
became acquainted with the Communist underground in Washington. He mentioned 
that peter himself attended some of the underground meetings in Washington 
when he felt the group needed a pep talk or required special instructions 
regarding some particular problem. (100-25824-36) 

Inasmuch as the major portion of the information contained in this 
interview relates to data furnished to Chambers by Alexander Stevens, known to 
him as Peter, detailed references are not being set out in this section but 
are contained in the individual write-ups of the various individuals mentioned 
as hereinafter set forth in this memorandum. 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

he investigation of Alexander Stevens, based upon the Chambers inter¬ 
view above, continued, it being noted that Peters was already identified as 
Stevens. 


During the course of this subsequent investigation, Stevens was further 
identified with an individual who, during the latter part of 1945 and 1946, and 
early 1947, was employed at Communist Party headquarters as Steve Miller. 

During the course of the investigation, it was determined that 
State Department files contained information indicating that an individual by 
the name of Isador Boorstein had been issued a U. S. passport for travel to 
Germany, Prance and England on October 8, 1931* This forgery was not discovered 
until a Bureau Agent viewed the subject’s photograph in the State Department 
files on June 6, 1946, and recognized Boorstein as being identical with Alexander 
Stevens. In view of the lapse of time, any violation of passport regulations 
would be barred by the Statute of Limitations. (100-184255*222) 
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On February 14, 1947* in a memorandum to the Assistant Attorney 
General T-'L. Caudle all reports concerning Alexander Stevens, including > 

those reflecting investigation of the subject under his various aliases, 
were forwarded to the Criminal Division. (100-184255-199 and 200) 

Further reports relating to the Alexander Stevens investigation 
were forwarded to Assistant Attorney General T. L. Caudle on March 21, 1947# 
pursuant to his request, including reports on related investigations. 

(100-184255-202) 

A prosecutive summary report dated February 17, 1947# was forwarded 
to the Division of Eecords of the Department on March 24, 1947- (100-184255-198) 

• On September 18, 1947, a summary memorandum was furnished to the 
Immi gration and Naturalization Service and a copy of the prosecutive summary 
report of the New York Office dated February 17, 1947* 'was included. (100-184255-223) 

In a memorandum dated September 26, 1947* which was forwarded on 
September 27, 1947* a. summary on this subject was transmitted to the Attorney 
General reflecting Stevens’ activities, including references to the passport 
fraud of 1941 and his alien status. (100-184255-222) 

On September 30, 1947* the Attorney General telephoned the Director 
and expressed his appreciation for this memorandum on Stevens and stated he 
throught subject could be deported, although the Statute of Limitations barred 
action on the passport fraud. (100-184255-221) 

It is to be noted that the memorandum to the Attorney General con¬ 
tained a summary of the allegations received from 'Whittaker Chambers concerning 
Stevens ’connections with the Government underground. It is further to be noted 
that the su mmar y report of February 17* 1947* which was forwarded to the Division 
of Eecords and to the Immigration and Naturalization Service, contained information 
furnished by Whittaker Chambers, set out under a confidential informant symbol, 
indicating Stevens, under the name of Peters, as being the head of the Communist 
underground movement in the United States prior to 1937. 

Alexander Stevens was arrested by the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service on a deportation warrant at Peekskill, New York, on October 8, 1947. He 
was later released on $5000 bail. (100-184255-230) 
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As you are aware, the House Committee on TJn-American Activities 
has "been in contact with INS in the interim, endeavoring to obtain infor¬ 
mation as to Stevens* whereabouts in order that they could serve a subpoena 
for his appearance before the Committee. This matter was referred by INS 
to the Criminal Division of the Department. 

The Washington ’’Times-Herald” for August 25, 1948, reflected that 
Stevens would be served with a subpoena by the House Un-American Activities 
• Committee, if present at the scheduled deportation hearing which was held 
on August 30, 1948. 

The Washington ’’Times-Herald” for August 31, 1948, revealed that 
Stevens appeared at the INS-hearing on August 30, 1948, and was served with a subpoena 
to appear before a hearing of the House Committee on Un-American Activities to be 
held in New York on August 30, 1948. According to the article, Stevens appeared 
but declined to answer questions on the grounds that to do so might incriminate 
him. Members of the House Committee announced that Stevens might be charged 
with contempt of Congress for refusing to answer questions. 

In addition to the distribution made of the Chambers information 
re Alexander Stevens, with aliases, specifically in connection with his case, 
the following distribution of summaries containing information concerning 
Alexander Stevens, with alias J. Peters, either as a separate section of the 
report or incidental to the write-ups on certain named individuals, was made. 

This information, in all cases, included the data concerning Stevens which was 
received from Whittaker Chambers and in certain cases was specifically attributed 
to Chambers by name: 

1 <r 

(1) Sum m ary entitled "Soviet Espionage in the United States" 
dated November 27 , 1945; 

(2) Summary entitled "Soviet Espionage in the United States" 

dated December 12, 1945; 

(3) S umm ary entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage Organization 

(NKVD) in Agencies of the U. S. Government" dated February 21, 1946; 

(4) Summary entitled "The Comintern Apparatus" dated March 5, 1946; 








(5) Summary entitled "Soviet Activities in the United States" 

dated July 25 , 1946; . 

(6) Summary entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage Organization 
(MVD) in Agencies of the U. S. Government" dated October 21, 1946. 

Copies of summaries 1 through 6 were furnished to the 'White House 
and the Attorney General. 

Copies of Summaries 1 through 4 and 6 were furnished to the 
State Department. 

Copies of summaries 1 through 4 were furnished to the Havy Depart¬ 
ment. 

Copies of summaries 2 and 3 were furnished to the War Department. 
Copies of summaries 2, 3 and 6 were furnished to the Treasury 

Department. 

A copy of summary 3 was furnished to the Central intelligence Group 


1GG 
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TASS MEWS AGENCY 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS _ 

The lass News Agency is the official news agency of the Soviet 
Government and was registered on January 6, 1938> with the Attorney General 
tinder the Foreign Agents Registration Act. The New York Bureau of Tass was 
created in 1925 succeeding the New York Bureau of Rosta which had "been 
established about January 1923. (100-183386-217 p. 1) 



An investigation to ascertain if Tass employees were acting outside 
the scope of their authority was initiated on April 25, 1941. (100-183886-X^Q 

However, prior to 1941 investigations were conducted on individuals 
employed by the Tass News Agency and in this connection an investigation was 
conducted concerning the activities of Kenneth Durant, Manager of Tass until 
1944. (65-2299-13 



In this connection it is to be noted that in 1939 it was alleged by 
Mr. Frank H. Bartholomew, Vice-President of the United Press, San Francisco, 
California, that Durant was an espionage agent on behalf of the Soviet 
Government. (65-2299-5) /J, 

The investigation olISTass revealed that the majority of American 
employees had Communist Party backgrounds and some of the employees had been 
in contact with suspected Soviet agents. (65-2299) 




II. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13, 1942 


Whittaker Chambers advised on May 13, 1942, that there was an OGFU 
organization during the period of time when he was associated with the Com¬ 
munist Party and that he presumed that there was also such an organization 
at the time of the interview. He advised that he did not know the identity 
of the head of such an organization but suspected that it was connected with 
the Amtorg Trading Corporation and the Tass newspaper. (100-25824-22 p. 2) 


II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


Instant file fails to reflect specific investigation of Tass as a 
result of the Chambers 1 interview. It is noted that Chambers only speculated 
that Tass v/as being used as a cover for Espionage. Similar allegations had 
been previously received and instant investigation was instituted in 1941 to 
determine if Tass employees were acting outside the scope of their authority. 
Chambers' speculative allegations did not add to the Bureau's knowledge of the 
Tass News Agency 
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IH. (A) CHAMBERS * ALIEGAITOKS IN BEi&E NOES OBTAINED’IN JUNE 1943 
None 

IH. (B) INVESJTGATION CONDUCTED 

Instant investigation was continued to identify any Soviet agents 
within lass. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGAHONS ON mi 10. 1945 
None 

IV. (B) INVESTIGAITOIT CONDUCTED - 

Instant investigation is presently in a pending status and 
pertinent copies of the investigative reports have been furnished to the- 
Department. (100-183386) 
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ALEXANDER LEO TRACHTENBERG 


I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

As is well known* Alexander Trachtenberg is one of the foremost 
figures in the Communist Party movement in the United States. Information 
concerning his Communist activities* as reported in connection with the 
investigation of the movement* is contained in the Bureau files dating back 
as early as 1920. 

In view of the voluminous information available to the Bureau 
as reported in investigations of this individual* for purposes of brevity 
the following short summary concerning Trachtenberg is being set forth. 

Trachtenberg was born November 23* 1885* at Odessa* Russia; 
entered the United States* August* 1906; attended Trinity College and Yale 
University; was naturalized at New Haven* February 28* 1914; and for the 
most part has resided in or around New York* New York. He is presently 
General Manager of the International Publishers Company* Inc.* New York 
City* which for many years has published the majority of the Marxist literature 
in the United States. He has occupied numerous high positions in the Com¬ 
munist Party in the United States and reportedly was a member of the National 
Control Commission of the Party since its early days. Trachtenberg himself 
has admitted trips tp Europe and Russia on numerous occasions since the 
early 1920*3* allegedly for the promotion of his publishing business. He 
was until recently a National Committeeman of the Communist Party 0 Benjamin 
Gitlow* former General Secretary of the Communist Party in the United States* 
who broke with the Party* testified in 1939 before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities that the publishing firm of Trachtenberg was taken 
over by the Communist International. He further stated that Trachtenberg 
was among the persons cooperating with Russian OGPU agents in the United 
States. 



Also in October, 1939* Maurice L. Malkin* a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party from 1919 to 1936* testified in hearings before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities that Trachtenberg was a member of the 
Central Control Commission of the Communist Party in the United States; that 
in Russia the Central Control Commission members are part of the OGPU; that 
in every country members of such Commission send its agents to gather in¬ 
formation which they forward to the Soviet Union; and that Anna Louise 
Strong, a member of the Russian Communist party and a member of the OGPU 
for years, usually reported to Trachtenberg. Trachtenberg still figures 
prominently in the affairs of the Communist Party in the United States and 
is still the subject of continuing investigation by the Bureau. (Summary 
prosecutive report 61-2115-341) 
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Of further interest concerning Trachtenberg are the results of 
investigation by the Bureau in connection with the Red Army Intelligence 
Ring exposed in Canada by the statements of Igor Gouzenko, which investi¬ 
gation reflected close association between Trachtenberg and Sam Carr 
prior to the breaking of this case both in the United States and at the Third 
National Assembly of the Communist Party of Cuba which was held from January 
24 to 23, 1946. (Summary memorandum dated September 3> 1946, entitled “Soviet 
Activities in the United States. 1 *) 

II. (A) CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS ON MAI 13, 1942 

Chambers when interviewed by Bureau Agents on the above date, 
in duscussing activities of the OGPU in the United States, indicated that 
some of the OGPU parallels have for their purposes the guidance of the Party 
so that it follows the Moscow line. He stated that these agents are in close 
touch with the Central Control Commission of the Party. He stated that Charles 
Birba, the head of the Central Control Commission.for years, and Alexander 
Trachtenberg, also a member for many years, operated under the National 
Minorities which are duplicated in Russia and he. Chambers, had always heard 
that Dirba was connected with the OGPU. (100-25324-22) 

H. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It does not appear that this information as such was acted 
upon with reference to Trachtenberg, it being noted, however, that these 
data had already been received in more specific form and were the subject of 
investigation based upon previous allegations. It will further be noted 
that these allegations concerning Trachtenberg were made at the hearings of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1939 as set forth in the 
summary above. 

III. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

The Berle notes obtained on the above date contained the following 
reference to Alexander Trachtenberg: 

Alexander Trachtenberg - Politburo - 
Member of the Exec. Committee 
Head of GPU in U. S. 

YJprks with peters - 

HI. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


It does not appear that any specific investigation was conducted 
based upon the reference to Trachtenberg in the Berle notes. However the same 
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observation as previously set forth applies to this information and ^ 

was known to the New York Office where Trachtenberg was the subject of a 
continuing and vigorous investigation. 

IV. CHAMBERS» ALLEGATIONS ON MX 10, 1945 

No reference was made to Trachtenberg by Chambers in the inter¬ 
view conducted on the above date. 

It is to be noted that reports concerning Trachtenberg, including 
a prosecutive summary dated March 22, 1947, (61-2115-341) have been furnished 
to the Division of Records of the Department of Justice. 
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JULIEN YSADLEIGH (mDLEX) 

I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

No investigation was made of YTadleigh prior to 1942. 

II. (A) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13 3 1942 , 



YUadleigh was not mentioned by name by Chambers in the inter¬ 
view conducted by Bureau Agents on the above date. 

(However, in reviewing the results of the 1942 interview, together 
with the Berle notes received by the Bureau in 1943 (see below), it mil be 
noted that in the 1942 interview Chambers advised that there was another 
individual, whose name he did not recall, connected with the underground 
movement who was in the Trade Agreement Section of the State Department and 
was sent to Turkey to negotiate a trade agreement. This individual was a 
protege of Ed Minster of the Department of Agriculture.) 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The files of the Bureau fail to reflect that any investigation 
was conducted based upon information furnished concerning this unknown 
individual. 

HI. (A.) CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 

Contained in the Berle notes, which were received in June, 1943? 
and which were based .upon information furnished by Chambers in 1939? there is 
a notation of an individual by the name of Y'fedley or Yfedleigh; 

" State 

Post - Editorship, Foreign Service Journal 

lias in Alexandria Unit of CP - in 

•Underground Apparatus • - 

Duggan - Laurence - (Member CP??) 

»•? 

(Yfedleigh) \7adley - Trade Agreement Section 

Lovell - « ■ it 11 

Communist Shop Group 

Elinor Nelson - Laurence Duggan - Julien Yfedleigh - 

West European Div'n ~ Field - still in - 
(Levine says he is out went into I.E.O. 

Then in Committee for Repatriation 
His leader was Hedda Gompertz." 








■While it is hot entirely clear from the notes as to the exact 
allegation made by Chambers concerning Wadleigh or Wadley, it would 
appear that he was an alleged member of the Communist group in the 
State Department. 

(100-2582U-27) 


III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

It does not appear that any investigation was conducted of 
Wadleigh based upon the Berle notes at the time of their receipt. 

However, in connection with the Cogog investigation (Communist Political 
Association Government Group), a letter was sent to the Washington 
Field Office on May it, 1945 directing that a separate investigation of the 
reported secret communist Government Group be opened. At this time the 
Washington Field Office was informed of the allegations made in the 
Chambers* interview of 194.2 concerning the existence of a Communist 
underground in the Government and at the same time furnished a copy of 
the Berle notes. 

(100-3-65-1) 

A review of the Bureau files indicates that one Julian Wadleigh 
and his wife Mariam at 4019 ,- 18th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. and 
later 12k Quincy Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, were subscribers to 
Socialist party publications. 

(61-626-198x1, p. 24 
100-26255-1) 

Bureau files also indicate that on May 27, 1943 a highly 
confidential source advised that Julian Wadley (phonetic) of 'the State 
Department apparently was associated in a "car pool 1 ' with (Hoyt) 

Haddock of the CIO Maritime Committee in Washington, D. C. 

(100-203-268-75X3) 

By letter dated March 11, 1948, the Washington Field Office 
advised that pursuant to the instructions of the Bureau of December 2, 
1947, to review the files of the Cogog case to determine the most, 
prominent members of the Communist underground group, a review had 
been made and 131 names were submitted to the Civil Service Commission 
to ascertain if they were ever employed or are still employed by the 
Government. As a result of this check of Civil Service records, there was 
forwarded to the Bureau on the previously mentioned date a list of persons 
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previously reported in connection with the Cogog investigation who were 
reportedly still employed in the Government. Included in this list was 
the name of Julias Uadleigh, a transferee from F.E.A. to the State 
Department* (100-3-65-941) 

The foregoing named individuals may be identical with the 
person named in the Berle notes. 

IV. (A) CHAMBERS ' ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 10, 1945 

In the interview of Chambers conducted by Bureau Agents on the 
above date. Chambers did not specifically refer to an individual by the 
name of Tfadleigh or Wadley. 
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Re: HAROLD M. WARE 



I. INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS 

The first investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
of Harold Ware was an investigation conducted in 1921 -which reflected 
that on December 27, 1921 the National Convention of the Workers Party 
of America held in New York City, elected Harold Ware as an alternate 
member of the Executive Committee of that organization. At the same 
convention on January 12, 1922, Ware was appointed as agrarian organizer 
of the Workers Party of America. On February 5, 1922, he was appointed 
as business manager of the "Worker. JI 

( 61 - 23 - 66 , 89 
61 - 228 - 38 ) 

Ware sailed for Russia on the SS "Latvia" on May 10, 1922. 

He was accompanied by his wife, Chris, and Ware was taking tractors to 
Russia and reportedly was to represent the Communist Party of America 
in Russia on the agrarian question. 

( 61 - 1043 - 98 ) 

In November of 1922 the Friends of Soviet Russia received a 
communication from Lenin lauding the work of the United States tractor 
group in the Ukraire headed by Harold Ware. Lenin stated that he was 
suggesting that the group fam be used as a model for all Russia. 

( 61 - 181 - 216 ) 

On June 22, 1923, Harold Ware sailed for Russia on the SS 
'Westphalia" giving as his address 1223 United Trust Building, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.'- He had United States passport No. 160968. He reportedly 
was to be the delegate of the United Farmers Educational League of North 
Dakota to the All-Russian Agricultural Exposition in Moscow. It was 
reported that on August 28, 1923, officials of the Communist Party were 
contemplating sending a message to 7/are on board the SS "Westphalia" 
informing him that his wife was dead. 

(61-2312143 

61-3537-2 

61-167-1930) 

According to an informant, on November 2I4, 1923 information had 
been received by the Communist Party from Harold M. 7/are to the effect 
that the subject Government had granted a concession of 27,000 acres of 
agricultural land on the Donetz River, Ukrain. Ware had agreed to 
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develop this land with American agricultural equipment which was to go" 
to Russia before February 15, 1921+. 

. (61-23-269 p. 19) 



On July 17, 1921+j Ware sailed for Russia representing the 
Ukrainian Farm and Machinery Corporation which had been formed in the 
United states to develop agricultural land for the Soviet Government. 
Ware as managing director of this corporation was to sign the final 
contract with the Soviet Government. 

(61-223-296 


In 1925 Ware reportedly made another trip to Moscow, accompanied 
by his second wife, Jessica Smith, who later married John Abt. He organized 
Russian-American State Farm in the Caucasus and was later one of the 
organizers and Assistant Director of "Verblud." 

(Biographical Sketch of 
Jessica Smith in files cf 
Soviet Russia Today) 
(61-5381-2071) 


The investigation also reflected that Harold Ware was the son c£ 
Ella Reeve Bloor by her first husband, Lucien Ware. Ella Reeve Bloor is 
a famous figure in the Communist Party, USA, reportedly ..living vdth Earl 
Browder in the early days of the movement. It was also reported that 
Harold Ware was a graduate from an agricultural college and had been 
active during War World I in large scale fanning activity. According to 
information received in 191+1, Harold Ware with the aid of Jay Lovestone 
in 1930 and later with the support of Foster and Browder was in charge 
of an agricultural Communist Research Bureau in Washington, D. C. that 
had for its purpose the preparing of Communist Party material for 
dissemination among farmers. ____ 


101-11+2-67) 


The hearing of the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, 77th Congress, First Session, reports the 
testimony of Dr. J. B. Matthews to the effect that Hal Ware was employed 
by the Department of Agriculture until 1935 when he was killed by a 
street car in Washington. It might be noted at this point that a report 
from another informant reflects that he was killed in an automobile crash 
near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in 1935* According to the files of the 
Public Relations Division of the Metropolitan Police, Hal Ware was at one 
time Assistant Research'Director for Farm Research, Incorporated, 
Washington, D. C. 

( 101 - 11 + 2 - 6 , 16 ) 
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H. (A) CHAMBERS * ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1942 

Whittaker Chambers stated that when he became associated with ^ 
the underground movement of the Communist Party, they sent -him to Washing¬ 
ton to assist Harold Ware, who was associated with the son of Mother Bloor 
(Carl Reeve) to develop the very fertile field which was Washington, D. C. 
in the early and middle days of the Mew Deal* Chambers stated that Ware 
had been a courier prior to this time who had carried American currency 
from Russia to the United States for investment here. Chambers stated 
that the underground work in Washington was ostensibly in the farm field 
and that they established underground quarters in the violin studios of 
Ware’s sister, located above a florist shop on Connecticut Avenue and 
Dupont Circle* 

He stated that they began to organize the men in the New. Deal 
and to make such individuals a part of the underground organization of 
the Communist Party* 

Further identifying his position in this movement, Whittaker 
Chambers advised that he was the assistant to Ware who was the organizer 
and that he. Chambers, was kind of a morale officer inasmuch as the 
recruits had to be guided in the Party's policies at all times. 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No active investigation of Harold Ware was instituted at this 
time inasmuch as he was known to be dead. An investigation at the violin 
studio of Helen Ware was instituted on February 5* 1943* which reflected that 
she had maintained a studio in 1932 at 1501 Connecticut Avenue, N* W., 
Washington, D. C. (100-12997-28? 100-197163-2130) 

IH. (A) CHAMBERS' ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 1943 

Mr. Berle’s notes reflected the following notation: 

"Underground organized by the late Harold Ware? 

Pressman was in his group - (1932-3??) Pressman 
then in the A.A.A." 

III. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No investigation of Ware was conducted on the basis of Mr. 
Berle's notes. 
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IV. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON KAY 10, I9k$ . ' 

Chambers stated that after he was recruited for underground activities 
in Washington, D. C., he was told by J. Peters that he would act as a connecting 
link between Harold Ware and Peters in New York and that he would also serve as 
sort of a morale officer, giving pep talks and indoctrination talks to the Commu¬ 
nist group headed by Harold bare in Washington. Peters explained that Ware was 
the leader of a group of men composed of Government employees in high-salahed 
positions who were Communist Party members, but whose activities with the Party 
as such had ceased when they were transferred to the underground of the Communist 
Party. Chambers pointed out that hare's group was composed of approximately eight 
individual members and that almost everyone of these members ms himself a leader 
of another underground unit operating in Washington which consisted of from six 
to eight members j that the members of each of these underground units were not 
aware of the identity or composition of ary of the other units. 

Chambers stated that one of the meeting places was the violin studio 
belonging to Helen bare, Harold hare’s sister above a florist shop on Connecticut 
Avenue and Dupont Circle. He explained that this was more or less Ware’s head¬ 
quarters and that the members did not meet there as a group. Chambers recalled 
that after Harold hare died a meeting took place at wnich John Abt was elected 
as the new leader of the group. 

IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


No investigation of Harold hare was conducted as a result of the above 
allegations* 

The Chambers allegations concerning Harold hare were included in a sum¬ 
mary of Communist activities in the United States Government given distribution 
to the Tihite House, State Department, the Attorney General and other agencies in 
February, I 9 J+ 6 . (65-561*02-573) 
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Re: HELEN WARE CAPPEL, aka HELEN WARE 
I* INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 


An investigation of Harold Ware was conducted in 1921 and 1922 
which reflected that Helen Ware was the daughter of Ella Eeeve Bloor, famous 
Communist propagandist. In 1921, Helen Ware was reportedly married but 
was using her maiden name. One informant reported that she was employed 
on the "Toiler"* Other information reflects this report may have been 
erroneous as it was stated her only Communist activity was to attend 
meetings where her mother spoke and on occasion play her violin at these 
meetings. 

(61-71-18; 61-167-171; 

61 - 440 - 40 ) 


II. (A) CHAMBERS* ALLEGATIONS ON MY 13. 1942 

Whittaker Chambers stated that, after he became associated with 
the underground movement, the Communist Party sent him down to assist 
Harold Ware, who was ostensibly working in ’Washington in the farm field. 
Chambers said they established underground quarters in the violin studio 
of Ware's sister, located above a florist shop on Connecticut Avenue and 
Dupont Circle. 

II. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


On February 5, 1943> an investigation was instituted to locate 
the violin studio of Helen Ware at Dupont Circle, Washington, D. C. It 
was learned that in 1932 Helen Ware rented a studio at 1501 Connecticut 
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. It was reported that she occupied this 
studio until about 1937. It was noted that a flower shop of the J. H. 

Small and Sons had been located at that address under the studio since prior 
to 1932* In further verification, a search of Boyd's District of Columbia 
Directory for 1932 gave the -address of Helen Ware, a music instructor at 1501 
Connecticut Avenue, N. W. Helen Ware's residence address in the Directories 
was given as 3264 S Street, &. w., Washington, D. c. 

An investigation at 3264 S Street in 1943 reflected that the 
entire house was occupied by the family of C. C. Cappel and that Helen 
Ware was the wife of C. C. Cappel. It was determined that Mr. Cappel 
was a well-known orchestra leader in the Washington area but had moved 
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to Baltimore* An investigation in Baltimore reflected that the Cappel*s 
were residing at I 6 H 4 . Park Avenue, Baltimore and that Mr. Cappel was 
the Business Manager of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 

(100-12997-28 

100 - 197163 - 2130 ) 

According to an informant interviewed in 19ltU, Helen Ware had 
been married to an Austrian before marrying Cappel. According to this 
informant she was reported to be anti-Communist._ 


100 - 316282 - 1 ) 

The Chambers allegations concerning Helen Ware insofar as they 
included the location of the violin studio, were included in a summary 
of Communist activities in the United states Government, which was given 
distribution to the White House, State Department, the Attorney General 
and other agencies in February, I 9 I 46 . 


Ill (A) CHAMBERS* A HE GAT IONS IN EERIE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUHE 19U3 
There is no mention of Helen Ware in these notes. 


IF (A) CHAMBERS« ALLEGATIONS ON MAT 10, 19k$. 

Whittaker Chambers in 19b$ advised that the violin studio 
which was used as a meeting place belonged to Helen Ware, Harold Ware 1 s 
sister. This studio was located above a florist shop on Connecticut 
Avenue and Dupont Circle. Chambers explained that this was more or less 
Ware's headquarters and that the members did not meet there as a group. 


IF j[B) INFESTIGATIQH CONDUCTED 

No additional investigation was conducted oh the basis of 
this information. 
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WELWEL WARSZOWER, was 
Robert William Weiner 5 
Will. Blake 5 A. Blake; 

Abe Benson 

I INVESTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS 1 ALLEGATIONS 

An active investigation of Welvrel Warszower, better known as 
William Weiner, was instituted on June 12, 1941? although considerable information 
concerning Weiner had previously been developed as reflected by the files of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The investigation instituted in 1941 reflected 
that Weiner was a member of the Socialist Party in 1915. He joined the Communist 
Party in 1919, was a Communist Party Organizer in 1927 and 1928, was Financial 
Secretary of the Communist Party from 1933 to 1940, was a member of the National 
Committee of the Communist Party in 1938, and a leading member of the International 
Workers Order since at least 1930 . (100-14778-37) 

Weiner was born as Welwel Warszower in Russia on September 5, 1893. 
He entered the United States 'at Philadelphia on March 27, 1914* Weiner went 
abroad in 1932 and in 1937 applied for a passport under the name of Robert William 
Weiner fraudulently reporting himself to be a United States citizen. Weiner was 
found guilty of passport fraud and sentenced to serve a sentence of two years in 
a United States Penitentiary in the Southern District of New York on February 20 , 
1940. This sentence was suspended due to Weiner’s bad heart. In connection with 
this passport fraud it is to be noted that Weiner was active during the 1930’s 
using the name of Blake in connection with the organization World Tourists, 
Incorporated, which arranged for travel of leading Communists to Europe. One of 
the persons so assisted was Gerhart EiSler who traveled on a false passport under 
the name of Samuel Liptzin. (100-14778-2) 

II (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON MAY 13. 1QA2 




No information concerning William Weiner was received during the 
course of this interview. 

HI (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS IN BERLE NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE. 19A3 


In the Berle notes regarding J. Peters the following notations 
were made by Mr. Berle relative to Weiner: Friend: "Blake" of "Freiheit" - real 
name - Weiner - American: Polish Jew. 

III (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No actual investigation was conducted based upon these notations 
inasmuch as the information concerning Weiner was already well known to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

IV (A) CHAMBERS’ ALLEGATIONS ON IiAY 10. 19A5 

In speaking of Gerhart Eisler, Chambers stated that he knew that Welwel 
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Yiarszower (better known as William Weiner) bad been a close contact of Edwards 
(Gerhart Eisler) in the middle thirties in the United States. He stated that he 
had known Weiner under the name of Blake 7/hen he v/as an editor of the J, Freiheit". 
He could not recall the source of his information as to this contact between 
Eisler and Warszower, 


IV. (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

No investigation was conducted based upon Chambers’ allegations listed 
above. Documentary evidence was later established in the Eisler investigation 
reflecting that Eisler’s passage to Europe in 1935 and 1936 was paid for by Blake 
of Communist I&rty Headquarters who has been identified as Weiner. 
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NATHAN HITT, Y/ITH ALLISES: 

Nat YJItt, Nathan Uitkowsky, Nathan Nitkowski 



I. INSTIGATION PRIOR TO CHAMBERS'» ALLEGATIONS 


Nathan YJItt has been under investigation by the Bureau since 
January, 1941- (100-16886-2) 

He resigned, his position as Secretary of the National Labor Relations 
Board, on November 19, 1940, (100-16886-3, P.4) Since that time he has been 
practicing law in New York City, representing many large Communist-infiltrated 
unions in New York City. (100-16886-3-27) 

II (A) CHAKBSitS 1 ALLEGATIONS ON TAY 13, 1942 

None. 

II (B) INSTIGATION CONDUCTED 


The Bureau continued the investigation started in January, 1941. 


Ill (A) CHAlIBS.iS* ALLEGATIONS IN 33CS NOTES OBTAINED IN JUNE, 1943 


The notes made by Berle at the time of his interview with Chambers 
in September, 1939 were obtained from Berle in June, 1943. Nxth regard to Witt, 
Berle*s notes are as follows: 


"Nathan YTitt - Secretary of the NLRB - Head of the underground 
group after Harold Tare." 

On the last page of the Berle notes it is stated that Donald Hiss was 
a "member of C.P, with Pressman & YTitt." (100-25824-27) 

III (B) IH73STIQATION CONDUCTED 


As indicated under Item I, an investigation of witt was commenced in 
January, 1941. Also, as indicated under Item III (A), Chambers* allegations 
were not obtained by the Bureau until June, 1943, which was approximately one and 
one-half years after Y.'itt had resigned as Secretary of the National Labor Relations 
Board and load gone to New York City. Chambers* allegations against Hitt were 
investigated in connection with the continuing investigation of witt, previously 
started, and in connection with the Gregoiy investigation. 


IV (A) CHAI3NRS* ALLEGATIONS OH NAY 10, 1945 


During the interview with Chambers on Nay 10, 1945 hy Hew York Agents, 
he named Harold ware, Nathan V/itt and John Abt as the leaders of the ware Underground 
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Group -.vith whom he. Chambers, had dealt directly. Chambers stated that the 
members of the "Tare Group were high-salaried Government employees who were 
Communist Party members, but that their activities with the Party had ceased 
when they were transferred to the Communist Party underground. Chambers 
recalled the following individuals as members of the .are Group: John Abt, 

Lee Pressman, Henry Collins, Nathan Ferlo (later identified by Chambers as 
Victor Perlo), Charles Kramer, also known as Charles Krivitsky, Alger Hiss, 

Donald Hiss, _ Post, Nathan Pitt and an unnamed man who was described as the 

husband of Alice Hendham. (100-25824-36) 

IV (B) INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

The investigation of witt, which was started in January, 1941, was 
continued into 1947. The closing report from the New York Office is dated 
October 1, 1947. (100-16886-23) 

In addition to continuing the individual investigation on T.itt, the 
information about him in the Eerie notes, together with the information from 
Chambers, was furnished to the 'Washington Field Office in Hay, 1945, in connection 
with the C0G0G investigation, (100-3-65-1) 

The investigation of 'witt confirmed his acquaintance with Charles Kramer, 
Lee Pressman, John Abt, Victor Perlo, Alger Hiss and Alexander Stevens (J. V. 
Peters), all of whom were named by Chambers as members of the blare Underground 
Group; and showed that T«itt has been in contact with several of the most out¬ 
standing national figures in the Communist Party - U3A. (100-16886-11,21,23j 

65-56402-2586) 

During October, 1947, Pitt's conversations with Communist contacts 
disclosed that he had a definite knowledge of and interest in developments in 
the Gregory case, and that he admittedly was a "coordinator" - at least of 
information and developments on behalf of other subjects in the Gregory case. 

(65-56402-2966) 

Investigation did not disclose that witt is a card-carrying member of 
the Communist Party. As an underground member, he would not, of course, be a 
card-carrying member. (100-16886-12) 

However, Confidential Informant ! A dvised the Washington 

Field Office on February 3, 1948, that during the late summer of 194-0 she, the 
informant, was present at a small gathering in the apartment of Parian Bachrach 
(sister of John Abt), "Washington, D. C. when Nathan witt disclosed his affiliation 
with the Communist Party. (100-16886-24) 


Copies of investigative reports have been furnished to the Army and 
Navy Intelligence agencies and to the Division of Records in the Department. 

(100-16886) 
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In connection "with the Gregory investigation, information about 
"Witt was furnished at various times to the Attorney General, the Ihite House 
and other interested Government agencies* 
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